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Seasons change, 
but needs remain 

the same 
This time of the year with the fall chill in the air, it 

brings about reminders of having to get out our boots 
and coats. While the weather will and does change, the 
work to fight hunger and poverty in the United States 
and mission lands never ends. 

As Catholics, we take time to reflect on jesus carrying 
His cross. Reflections can lead us to remember why 
jesus willingly carried His cross. Reflections no doubt 
fill us with emotions as we contemplate His great love 
for each of us. 

As jesus met His mother while carrying His cross, 
Mary suffered as she watched her son endure pain and 
could do nothing to help Him_ 

Let us pray for the many mothers around the world 
who see their children suffering from malnutrition and 
can do nothing to help them. 

As our global battle with COVID continues, we all face 
difficult times, but it offers us the opportunity to think 
about people living in poverty and carrying the cross 
of hunger. 

We are reminded of those who possibly have no 
boots, coats, or food all while trying to live within the 
parameters of a pandemic. 

Thank you to all of you who contribute to the Pontif­
ical Mission Societies each year with our collections and 
appeals to benefit so many living in the mission lands. 
These efforts do not just help with hunger alleviation 
efforts but with the building of schools, supporting vo­
cations and assisting the efforts of missionaries in the 
developing lands. 

Your contributions help people to receive relief from 
the daily crosses of hunger and poverty. As the mission 
lands suffer, maybe try to give of your time to volunteer 
at a local agency that reaches out to the poor in your 
community. Pick a meal to fast in solidarity with those 
who are hungry. There is always more we can do. 

Let us pray for the wisdom to always remember that 
the poor at home and around the world are not statis­
tics; they are our brothers and sisters. 

May hope in jesus' love for all affirm our work for jus­
tice for all people. May we remember that by our bap­
tism, we are all missionaries. 

Please remember 'The Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith" when writing or changing your Will. 

http://www.rcdony.org/mission-office 
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Funeral Mass held for Sister 
Loretta Wundrock, GNSH 

A funeral Mass for Sister 
Loretta Wundrok, a Gray 
Nun of the Sacred Heart, 
84, formerly Sister Loretta 
joseph, was held Nov. 11 
at Maternity B.V.M. Church 
in Philadelphia, Pennsyl­
vania. 

Sister Loretta died No­
vember 4, 2020 in her 
67th year of religious life. 

A native New Yorker, 
this lifelong educator 
served as teacher, princi­
pal and school librarian 
during her years of active 
ministry. For 41 years, Sis­
ter Loretta was assigned 
to various locations in her 
home state, 20 of which 
were served at St. Mary's 
in Potsdam, where she 
was principal from 1977 

OBITUARIES 
Boonville (Constableville) - Mil­
dred A. (Pierre) Kirk, 94; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Nov. 9, 2020 at StJoseph's 
Church; burial in StJoseph's Cemetery. 

Champlain - Janet A. (laFountain) 
Carey, 94; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
4,2020 at St. Mary's Church. 

Chateaugay - Catherine T. Burke, 79; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 6, 2020 at 
St. Patrick's Church. 

Fort Covington - Maryanne 
Bernadette (Smith) Jock, 70; Graveside 
services to be held at a later date at 
Notre Dame Cemetery, Malone. 

Lowville - Mary (Hanno) Wid meyer, 
88; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 7, 
2020 at St. Peter's Church; burial in Old 
Glendale Cemetery. 

Malone -lynn M. Recore, 57; Funeral 
Services Nov. 4, 2020 at the Bruso­
Desnoyers Funeral Home; burial in St. 
Joseph's Cemetery. 

Massena - Charlene A. (Matteo) 
Hazelton, 79; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 6, 2020 at Church of the Sacred 
Heart; burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

to 1996. Other teaching 
assignments in New York 
State included Buffalo, 
jackson Heights, Corona, 
Port Washington and St. 
Albans. She also taught in 
Atlanta, Georgia and King 
of Prussia, Pennsylvania. 

Sister Loretta earned a 
bachelor's degree in ele­
mentary education from 
D'Youville College, Buf­
falo, and a master's in ed­
ucation from Eastern 
Kentucky University, Rich­
mond , Kentucky. From 
2007-11, Sister Loretta 
volunteered in ministry to 
the elderly homebound in 
Rockville Centre Diocese. 

After retiring to the 
Motherhouse, Sister 
Loretta continued to en-

Massena - Alice R. (legault) Perry, 
96; Mass of Christian Burial Nov.4, 
2020 at St. Mary's Church. 

Morrisonville - Stanley E. St.louis, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Nov.5, 
2020 at St. Alexander's Church. 

Ogdensburg - leo J. Degone, 93; Fu­
neral Services at Foxwood Memorial 
Park Chapel. 

Ogdensburg -Isabelle louise (Wat­
son) Hollembaek, 84; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 14,2020 at Notre Dame 
Church; burial in Foxwood Memorial 
Park. 

Peru - Pauline Geraldine (Provost) 
Chagnon, 86; Funeral Services Nov. 5, 
2020 at the Hamilton Funeral Home; 
burial in St. Peter's Cemetery, Platts­
burgh. 

Plattsburgh - lucian R. Bernard, 92; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 7, 2020 at 
St.john's Church. 

Plattsburgh - Elizabeth R."Beth" 
(Webber) Bissonette, 62; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 5, 2020 at Our 
lady of Victory Church; burial in St. 

gage in intracommunity 
service until moving to 
Holy Redeemer Lafayette 
in 2016. 

Born january 25, 1936 
in New York, New York, 
she entered the Grey Nuns 
of the Sacred Heart in 
1953. 

In addition to her reli­
gious congregation, she is 
survived by her sister, Kay 
Wadsworth and nieces 
and nephews. Her parents 
and brother, joseph, pre­
deceased her. 

Donations in Sister's 
memory will be gratefully 
received by the Grey Nuns 
of the Sacred Heart, 14500 
Bustleton Ave., Philadel­
phia, PA 19116-1188 or at 
www.greynun.org. 

Peter's Columbarium. 

Plattsburgh - Gertrude M."Trudy" 
(Varden) Card nay, 94; Private Services 
to be held. 

Redford - Clarence W. Rascoe, 84; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 9, 2020 at 
Church of the Assumption; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Saranac Lake - Eileen "Gen" Madden 
laPlante, 87; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 4, 2020 at St. Bernard's Church; 
burial in St. Bernard's Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Rosemarie (Bevilac­
qua) Hanson; Mass of Christian Burial 
NovA, 2020 at St. Mary's Church; bur­
ial in parish cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Christopher Michael 
Peters, 56; Memorial Services Nov. 9, 
2020 at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral 
Home. 

Watertown - Margaret Jane (Good­
friend) Morgia, 83; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 4, 2020 at St. Patrick's 
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 



AMANDA CONKLININ ORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
(Above) Diocese of Syracuse Bishop Douglas J. Lucia, former pastor of st. Mary's Canton and the oratory at St. Paul's 
in Pyrites, delivers the homily at the Mass celebrating St. Paul's lOOth anniversary. (Right) Edd White, long-time 
parishioner and caretaker of St. Paul's, receives a plaque honoring him for his commitment to St. Paul's. 

St. Paul's in Pyrites celebrates 100 years 
By Amanda Conklin 
Contributing Writer 

PVRITES- On October 25, a 
special outdoor Mass was 
held at St. Paul's Oratory 
in Pyrites to celebrate the 
church's 1 DOth anniver­
sary. The main celebrant 
for the Mass was Bishop 
Douglas J. Lucia of the 
Diocese of Syracuse, for­
mer pastor of St. Mary's 
Church in Canton. Father 
Bernard D. Menard and Fa­
ther Todd E. Thibault, for­
mer pastoral associates 
were also present concel­
ebrating alongside Father 
Bryan D. Stitt, current pas­
tor of St. Mary's Church. 

Cars lined the small 
country back road and 
over 100 were in atten­
dance. Many sat in lawn 
chairs in the chilly au­
tumn air. For those who 
chose to remain in their 
cars, the Mass could be 
heard via FM radio. 

Though a celebration of 
100 years since the build­
ing of the church struc­
ture, the event also had a 
somber tone, as it will 
likely be the last Mass to 
be celebrated at St. Paul's. 
The church recently sus­
tained significant damage, 
and it will soon be put on 
the market to be sold. 

Before a potential sale to 

a good buyer, all the reli­
gious items such as the 
altar, pews, stained glass 
windows, and bell will be 
removed. St. Paul's was 
built in 1920. The land 
was deeded to the church 
in 1922 by the De Grasse 
Paper Company at the 
cost of one dollar. The 
Church was declared an 
oratory in April 25th, 
1990 and is a facility of St. 
Mary's Church in Canton. 

Despite this underlying 
sadness, Bishop Lucia's 
homily centered on the re­
minder that we are all 
called to be church. 

"As beautiful as they (the 
buildings) are, what is 

BUYING USED SINGUE WIDE AND 
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most important is what 
happens when we go forth 
from these places," Bishop 
Lucia said. "You and I are 
called to be the building 
blocks of the Church 
today. Go out and live the 
Mass." 

Edd White, long-time 
parishioner and caretaker 
of St. Paul's read the first 
and second readings. At 
the end of Mass, a special 
plaque was presented to 
White to honor his com­
mitment to and love of St. 
Paul's. 

"My father was the care­
taker for years," White 
said. "He spent a lot of his 
own money there. When 
he passed, I stepped in 
and took over. Someone 
needed to watch over it." 

White made the altar 
and lectern at St. Paul's as 
well as a large five-foot 
wooden cross. 

"It always seemed like 
home," White shared. 

Many other long-time 
parishioners of St. Paul's 
were in attendance, in­
cluding several from the 

Bessette/Warren family. 
Susanne Bessette 

Smith's brother was mar­
ried at St. Paul's along with 
aunts and uncles. Her 
family helped to build St. 
Paul's after they emigrated 
to Pyrites from Ireland. 

"Our family, for genera­
tions through the years, 
went to St. Paul's every 
Sunday," she said. "It 
means so much because it 
has been our family 
church for so long." 

Smith's aunt still lives on 
the family homestead that 
is directly through the 
woods behind St. Paul's. " 

My cousins used to walk 
that path through the 
woods to get to church in 
the summer and I remem­
ber playing on the lawn 
after Mass as a child," she 
said. 

The event was a beauti­
ful way to end the long 
tradition of St. Paul's 
Church in Pyrites, Smith 
said. 

"I teared up several 
times," she said. "It was 
wonderful." 


