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Catholic voters asked to consider array of teachings 
By Mike Matvey 
Catholic News Service 

AlBANY(CNS) - The envelope 
read : ''There is a war on 
Catholics and Faith in 
God." 

Inside the mailer was 
"The 2020 Elections 
Catholic Voter Survey," dis­
tributed by the organiza­
tion CatholicVote, which 
wants to poll "1,000,000 
eligible Catholic Voters ... 
on the Left's War on 
Catholics and Faith in 
God." 

When completed, the re­
port will be "distributed to 
President (Donald) Trump 
and his top advisers .. . 
members of Congress .. . 
radio talk show hosts," the 
mailer said. 

CatholicVote is seeking 
information as well as do­
nations. But the mailers 

that many Catholics in the 
Diocese of Albany and 
elsewhere have received 
have left them with more 
questions than answers: 
Was this survey put out by 
the Catholic Church? Was 
it approved by the dio­
cese? Is the church telling 
us who to vote for? 

The questions point to 
the difficult and demand­
ing job Catholics have 
when faced with how to 
decide whom to vote for in 
an election. Some want 
their bishops and pastors 
to come out and tell them 
who should get their vote. 

However, such a step is 
not something the Catholic 
Church can do, as the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops' explains in its 
quadrennial document 
"Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship: A Call 
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St. Peter's Catholic Parish in Massena, NY is seeking qualified candidates to 
apply for the position of Director of Evangelization and Chritian Formation, 
effective immediately. The Director of Evangelization and Christian Formation 
upholds the mission of the Church to evangelize and bring others to Christ. 
This position entails a dual leadership role that works simultaneously: 

1. Evangelization, which promotes and pursues a parish culture of 
invitation and welcome, to facilitate an encounter with Christ and His 
Church among those within the active community; the inactive 
community and the unchurched. 

2. Catechesis, which is the overall responsibility for the parish catechetical 
formation of children, youth and adults. 

Salary will be commensurate with experience and education. No phone calls 
please. Applicants must participate fully in the practice of the Catholic Faith. 
Please submit cover letter and resume to smarion@massenacatholics.com or 

mail to st. Peter's Parish, Attn: Human Resources, 
212 Main Street, Massena, NY 13662. 

to Political Responsibility." 
"Obviously, the church is 

a tax-exempt entity and so 
we are governed by the IRS 
rules and guidelines. We 
can't get involved in parti­
san politics, which means 
we can't endorse one can­
didate or oppose another 
candidate," Kathleen Gal­
lagher, director of pro-life 
activities for the New York 
State Catholic Conference, 
said. 

''That is the beauty of it, 
that the church gives it to 
us with our free will to 
form our own consciences 
and use our own prudence 
and good judgment to 
make these difficult deci­
sions," Gallagher told The 
Evangelist, newspaper of 
the Diocese of Albany. 

CatholicVote is a non­
profit, political advocacy 
group that is independent 
of the church. The organi­
zation in mid-September 
launched a $9.7 million ad­
vertising blitz in swing 
states in support of Presi­
dent Donald Trump's re­
election. 

Other efforts are under­
way to turn out the 
Catholic vote for Demo­
cratic presidential candi­
date Joe Biden, himself a 
Catholic. They include 
Catholics for Biden, 
Catholic Democrats and 
Vote Common Good. 

''There are a lot of groups 
out there that put the word 
Catholic in their name but 
people have to dig deeper 
than that because they 
don't officially represent 
the Catholic magisterium 
or the hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church," Gal-

lagher said. 
To guide discernment on 

voting, Gallagher pointed 
Catholics to the bishops' 
"Faithful Citizenship" doc­
ument, which incorporates 
the tenets of Catholic so­
cial teaching to guide an 
individual's moral frame­
work when it comes to 
choosing a candidate. No­
tably, it does not tell any­
one who to vote for and 
explains that "as Catholics 
we are not single-issue vot­
ers." 

"We are urged and called 
to examine all of the is­
sues, the broad gamut of 
issues. But all issues are 
not of equal moral weight, 
right? Some issues have a 
special claim on our con­
science, the bishops say. 
And abortion, they call it a 
preeminent priority. Why 
do they do that? They do 
that because abortion 
threatens life itself," Gal­
lagher said. 

"So, of course, we have to 
give that strong moral 
weight, but at the same 
time our bishops say that's 
not an excuse to dismiss 
other issues," she contin­
ued. "No issue is optional 
for the Catholic voter. As­
sistance to immigrants and 
promoting racial equality 
and all of these issues that 
are on the front burner 
right now, we have a re­
sponsibility to examine. 
Where do the candidates 
stand on these issues, 
what are the party posi­
tions on those issues?" 

If that isn't dizzying 
enough, the temperament 
and mentality of the candi­
date should be added into 

the decision. 
"Our bishops also say 

character and integrity of 
candidates counts," Gal­
lagher said. "We should put 
that into the mix as well, 
not just their positions on 
the issues." 

In an extremely polar­
ized world, where both 
sides are predicting cata­
strophic results if either 
Trump or Biden is elected 
and where social media is 
filled with hate and misin­
formation, it is difficult not 
to look at the issues with a 
biased eye. 

"We all have a political 
lens that colors how we 
see the world. But our faith 
says try to look through 
your faith lens first," Gal­
lagher said. 

"But I think if we keep in 
mind, as Catholics, as 
Christians, we should put 
the most vulnerable, the 
most defenseless, the 
most oppressed people in 
the forefront. We have to 
think of others more than 
our own pocketbook, more 
than our own selves," she 
said. 

She also pointed to the 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church as providing addi­
tional guidance. 

''The catechism tells you 
there are three main re­
sponsibilities of Catholic 
citizens and they are: to 
pay taxes, to defend the 
country and to vote," Gal­
lagher explained. "All of 
those responsibilities are 
really putting the empha­
sis on the other guy .... Our 
faith says we are doing it 
for our brothers and sis­
ters." 
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