




























FEBRUARY 24, 2021 
II NO RTH CO U NTRY CAT H OLI C II NEWS 

Continuing the Stations of the Cross 
Instead of our regular 

reflections, throughout 
this holy season of Lent, 
the Pontifical Mission So­
cieties of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg will be fea­
turing Stations of the 
Cross. 

Since many of us can­
not gather together in 
these times of pandemic, 
we thought we could pray 
these stations of the 
cross together, despite 
our separation. 

These Stations of the 
Cross were assembled by 
Maureen Crowley Heil, di­
rector of Programs and 
Development for the Pon­
tifical Mission Societies 
and the Archdiocese of 
Boston. 

Third Station: 
Leader: We adore You, 0 

Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your 

Holy Cross, You have re­
deemed the world. 

Reader: This woman in 
Somalia sits waiting to be 
fed by aid workers. She 
may be too weak to 

OBITUARIES 
Au Sable Forks - David Trombley, 56; 
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 19, 2021 at 
Church of the Holy Name; burial in St. 
Matthew's Cemetery, Black Brook. 

Canton - Warren Bessette, 89; Mass of 
Christian Burial Feb.17, 2021 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Colton - Carol "Joanie" (O'Brien) Waite, 
84; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 19, 
2021 at St. Patrick's Church; burial in 
Chapel Hill Cemetery, Parishville. 

Evans Mills - Helen A. Martusewicz 
Gamble, 991/2; Funeral Services to be 
held at a later date. 

Keeseville - Emil Francis Karkoski, 86; 
Mass of Christian Burial to be held this 
summer at Immaculate Conception 
Church. 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, 55J, Director 

622 Washington St.. Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393·2920; lax 1·866·314·7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

stand. Lord Jesus, help us 
to reach out to those who 

Lowville - Jack T. Bush, 74; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 5, 2021 at St. 
Peter's Church; burial in Brantingham 
Cemetery. 

Lowville - Ann (Hotchkiss) Morse, 86; 
Graveside services in the spring at 
Lowville Rural Cemetery. 

will go without a meal 
today as we share from 

Norfolk - Thomas H. Rheaume, 80; 
Mass of Christian Burial to be held in 
the spring at Church of the Visitation; 
burial in Visitation Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Julie A. Delarge, 53; 
Memorial Mass Feb. 19,2021 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in Foxwood Me­
morial Park. 

our bounty, 

Fourth Station: 
Leader: We adore You, 0 

Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your 

Holy Cross, You have re­
deemed the world. 

Reader: Many mission­
aries, like this Irish Sister 

Plattsburgh - Herbert E. Geroux, 92; 
Mass of Christian burial to be held at a 
later date at St. Peter's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Josephine M. (Unicka) 
Pierzynski, 99; Mass of Christian Burial 
Feb.19,2021 at St. Peter's Church; bur­
ial in SUoseph's Cemetery, Malone. 

in Kenya have become 
spiritual mothers to 
countless people. Lord 
Jesus, help us to remem­
ber that we are all God's 
children, deserving of 
help in our times of need. 

Plattsburgh - Fracnis P. Ryan, MD, 85; 
Memorial Services to be held at a later 
date. 

Watertown - Gina T. (Misercola) 
Patchen, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
Feb.17, 2021 at St. Anthony's Church; 
burial in Brookside Cemetery. 

Lowville - Mary E. (Terrillon) Turck, 
85; Mass of Christian Burial June 26, 
2021 at St. Peter's Church; burial in 
Beaches Bridge Cemetery, Watson. Is your subscription going to expire soon? 

Massena - Theodore A. Musante Jr., 
94; Mass of Christian Burial in the 
spring at St. Mary's Church; burial in 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Mooers Forks - Rena C. (Gero) Willett, 
86; Memorial Mass to be held at a later 
date at St. Ann's Church; burial in St. 
Ann's Cemetery. 
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YOUTH IN SERVICE 

Hayley Murray has served as a dedicated lead server at St. James Deshane is the first of new student reader for this year Avery Marcil, Liam Marcil, James Deshane and Kennedy Colter­
man, students in Allison Deshane's Faith Formation class at St. 
Patrick's Church in Brasher Falls, make Valentine's Day cards 
that will be mailed out to parishioners who have not returned 
to Mass since the COVID-19 pandemic began. 

Patrick Church in Colton for over five years and has recently at St. Patrick's Church in Brasher Falls. 
earned her silver cross. Hayley is a Freshman at Colton-Pierre-
pont Central School. St. Patrick's Parish appreciates and thanks 
all of their altar servers who contribute so greatly to the 
Liturgy. Servers are trained by Linda MacDougall. 

Plan now how to welcome parishioners back 
WASHINGTON (eNS) - Even with 

many recent hopeful signs 
on vaccinations and the re­
duction in the number of 
COVID-19 cases, there is 
no date certain at which 
the coronavirus pandemic 
will be declared over. 

That should not stop 
parishes from planning 
now to welcome back 
parishioners to Mass in the 
future. 

"You can't be thinking, 
'What will we do after the 
pandemic?' You have to be 
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doing it now," said Domini­
can Sister Teresa Rickard, 
president and executive di­
rector of Renew Interna­
tional, which has been 
offering parish renewal 
programs since 1976. 

"I would be doing things 
leading up to the fall and 
going into next Christmas," 
Sister Rickard added. "Peo­
ple have to be creative, in­
novating. It can't be about 
maintenance, it's got to be 
about mission." 

"Don't dwell on what you 
can't do, focus on what you 
can do," said Jack Beers, 
content director for Dy­
namic Catholic, which sees 
as its mission "to reener­
gize the Catholic Church in 
America by developing 
world-class resources that 
inspire people to redis­
cover the genius of 
Catholicism." 

There had long been a 
"gravitational pull toward 
the parish - the social Iife­
educational life, the wor­
ship life - all revolve 
around the parish," Beers 
told Catholic News Service 
in a Feb. 18 phone inter­
view. 'That's not true any­
more. Worse than that, 
because of the pandemic, 
people are reluctant to 
come back. There's a fear 
to (come back) ... . There 
needs to be something to 
get them over the hump to 
come back, to sort of over­
come the repellent." 

"The main reason that 
people will come back to 
church is for community," 
said Amy Ekeh, director of 
Little Rock Scripture Study, 
a small-group Bible study 
program serving Catholic 
parishes. "If they were al­
ready experiencing com-

munity as a parish, they'll 
come back to that. Small 
groups is one way in 
parishes to experience that 
community." 

Asked whether there is a 
carrot-or-stick approach 
needed to entice pan­
demic-shy Catholics to re­
turn to church, Ekeh 
replied, "I think the carrot 
already had to be there," 
referring to the sense of 
community parishioners 
feel. 'They're self-moti­
vated by that. I don't know 
if you can create a carrot if 
it wasn't already there. And 
don't even try the stick!" 

Nor is it likely that 
Catholics would embrace 
"back to church" on a set 
date any more than they 
would for "back to school" 
for their children, accord­
ing to Peter Dwyer, director 
of Liturgical Press. 


