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Hayley Murray has served as a dedicated lead server at St.
Patrick Church in Colton for over five years and has recently

earned her silver cross. Hayley is a Freshman at Colton-Pierre-
pont Central School. St. Patrick’s Parish appreciates and thanks
all of their altar servers who contribute so greatly to the
Liturgy. Servers are trained by Linda MacDougall.

James Deshane is the first of new student reader for this year
at St. Patrick’s Church in Brasher Falls.

Avery Marcil, Liam Marcil, James Deshane and Kennedy Colter-

man, students in Allison Deshane’s Faith Formation class at St.
Patrick’s Church in Brasher Falls, make Valentine’s Day cards
that will be mailed out to parishioners who have not returned
to Mass since the COVID-19 pandemic began.

Plan now how to welcome parishioners back

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Even with
many recent hopeful signs
on vaccinations and the re-
duction in the number of
COVID-19 cases, there is
no date certain at which
the coronavirus pandemic
will be declared over.

That should not stop
parishes from planning
now to welcome back
parishioners to Mass in the
future.

"You can't be thinking,
'What will we do after the
pandemic?' You have to be
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doing it now," said Domini-
can Sister Teresa Rickard,
president and executive di-
rector of Renew Interna-
tional, which has been
offering parish renewal
programs since 1976.

"I would be doing things
leading up to the fall and
going into next Christmas,"
Sister Rickard added. "Peo-
ple have to be creative, in-
novating. It can't be about
maintenance, it's got to be
about mission."

"Don't dwell on what you
can't do, focus on what you
can do," said Jack Beers,
content director for Dy-
namic Catholic, which sees
as its mission "to reener-
gize the Catholic Church in
America by developing
world-class resources that
inspire people to redis-
cover the genius of
Catholicism."

There had long been a
"gravitational pull toward
the parish - the social life-
educational life, the wor-
ship life - all revolve
around the parish," Beers
told Catholic News Service
in a Feb. 18 phone inter-
view. "That's not true any-
more. Worse than that,
because of the pandemic,
people are reluctant to
come back. There's a fear
to (come back). ... There
needs to be something to
get them over the hump to
come back, to sort of over-
come the repellent."

"The main reason that
people will come back to
church is for community,"
said Amy Ekeh, director of
Little Rock Scripture Study,
a small-group Bible study
program serving Catholic
parishes. "If they were al-
ready experiencing com-

munity as a parish, they'll
come back to that. Small
groups is one way in
parishes to experience that
community."

Asked whether there is a
carrot-or-stick  approach
needed to entice pan-
demic-shy Catholics to re-
turn to church, Ekeh
replied, "I think the carrot
already had to be there,"
referring to the sense of
community parishioners
feel. "They're self-moti-
vated by that. I don't know
if you can create a carrot if
it wasn't already there. And
don't even try the stick!"

Nor is it likely that
Catholics would embrace
"back to church" on a set
date any more than they
would for "back to school"
for their children, accord-
ing to Peter Dwyer, director
of Liturgical Press.



