






















BACK PEW II NORTH C OU N TRY C A THOLI C APRIL 20, 2022 

PARTICIPATING IN PASSOVER 

CALLED TO SERVE 

On Holy Thursday, Trinity Catholic School in Massena came together to listen 
to the story of Passover and partake in a Seder meal, just as Jesus did with 
The Last Supper. Students sampled grape juice (in place of wine), parsley 
dipped in salt water, dried fruit (no nuts), hard boiled eggs,and matzah. Per 
tradition, the oldest (students) read passages, and the youngest students 
asked questions related to Passover. Father Mark Reilly took part in the 
Seder Meal with the school. 

Could you not keep watch for one hour? 
Parishioners in my 

parish received both the 
Body and Blood of Christ 
beginning at the Mass of 
the Lord's Supper on Holy 
Thursday this year. I pray 
the option to receive from 
the cup is not fleeting. 

After that Mass we, 
like you, had the opportu
nity to spend some time 
with jesus present in the 
tabernacle of repose. That 
made me think of a col
umn I wrote exactly two 
years ago, at the begin
ning of the restrictions 
imposed during the pan
demic. I chose to reprise 
those thoughts today. 

One of my fondest 
altar boy memories in 
Queens was being as
signed "watch" during ex
position of the Blessed 
Sacrament. We were as
signed in teams of two, to 
be present to our Lord in 
one-hour shifts. We as-

sumed positions opposite 
each other in the sanctu
ary; inside the altar rail. 
The watchers would alter
nately kneel and sit in tan
dem. Every move was on 
cue, a nod, a hand gesture, 
a wink. Whatever worked. 
We were in cassock and 
surplice with collar, bow 
and gloves and carried 
lighted candlesticks. 

When it was time 
to end our watch, we ex
changed positions with 
another team in a cere
mony not quite on par 
with the changing of the 
guard at the Vatican, but it 
was solemn and, I think, 
impressive. We did not 
have exposition all that 
often but certainly did 
after the Mass of the 
Lord's Supper on Holy 
Thursday. 

Adorers came in 
and out of church 
throughout the night and 

early morning hours. We 
Catholic school kids were 
required to spend one 
hour with the Lord at 
some point during exposi
tion. That pre-

place at the foot of the 
sanctuary since Good Fri
day. It proved to be a 
quiet, peaceful time of 
simple meditation. It was 

a time to let God 
speak. The cross 
was an elegant re
minder of jesus' 
sacrifice for 
mankind. Two 

sented some 
interesting chal
lenges for the 
servers. School
mates felt obliged 
to make the altar 
servers giggle so 
there was a con
stant effort by us 
to maintain a 
solemn appear
ance. God forbid 
one of the Priests 

hours went by 
quickly. One other 
person came into 
church in that pe
riod. But that's OK. 

Deacon These are very un-
Kevin Mastellon usual times. 

or Sisters saw us giggling 
while "on the altar". 

All these memories 
came rushing back to me 
as I sat watch, alone, sans 
vestments in church Holy 
Saturday 2020. I sat in a 
pew. The church was open 
to visitors who wanted to 
pray before the cross in 

The final 
weeks of Lent and the cel
ebration of the Paschal 
Mystery liturgies felt lack
ing without a congrega
tion. There were few 
people to pray with us 
during the beautiful ritu
als of the Holy Week litur
gies. There was no one to 
receive the Body of Christ. 

I feel blessed because my 
pastor invited me to assist 
at the liturgies, but most 
people stayed away for 
good reason. 

Those memories 
of days long ago were 
nice, but now I know why 
they occurred to me. It is 
called watch for a reason. 
The disciples slept 
through their opportunity 
to pray with jesus. Many 
years ago, I learned to be 
attentive, alert, prayerful 
in the presence of the 
Lord. Prayer raised to God 
in community is wonder
ful. Prayer offered in the 
quiet of a single heart is 
profound. May the risen 
Lord give us His peace. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 


