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Locals celebrate pro-life court decision 
By Mary Beth Bracy 
Contributing Writer 

PLATISBURGH - On june 24, 
2022, a "Roe v. Wade is 
HISTORY!" rally took 
place in Plattsburgh to 
celebrate the United 
States Supreme Court's 
historic decision in 
Dobbs v. jackson 
Women's Health Organi­
zation, the ruling that 
overturned the 1973 rul­
ing which legalized abor­
tion throughout our 
country. 

'This is a day that the 
pro-life movement has 
been working toward for 
decades," said Nancy 
Belzile, president of 
Champlain Valley Right to 
Life (CVRTL). "It is a day 
we will mark and cele­
brate for decades to 
come." 

The faithful gathered to 
sing, pray, and commem­
orate this moment. Fa­
ther justin Thomas, 
pastor of the Catholic 
Communities of Eliza­
bethtown, Westport, 
Willsboro and Essex, led 
the introductory prayer. 
Belzile read opening and 
closing comments, along 
with Deacon Kenneth 
Lushia, CVRTL Vice Presi­
dent, who also offered 
the final blessing. 

Pro-lifers gave thanks to 
God for the victory in the 
case of Dobbs v. jackson. 

"America is ready to 
move past the ugly his­
tory of Roe and a build 
new hopeful future for 
mothers and their unborn 
children," said Belzile. 

Father Thomas ex­
pressed the magnitude of 
this decision and what it 
means for the pro-life 
community. 

'Today marks a historic 
day for our nation as the 
Supreme Court over­
turned Roe v. Wade indi­
cating and affirming the 
value and supreme gift of 

Local faithful gathered ain front of Planned Parenthood in Plattsburgh on June 24, 2022 to prayerfully celebrate 
the United States Supreme Court decision which overturned Roe v. Wade. 

life," he said. "As pro-life 
activists, we rejoiced over 
this judicial victory, as we 
did our thanksgiving and 
prayers in front of the 
Planned Parenthood 
today in Plattsburgh. As 
we continue to build up a 
culture of life, this day 
certainly will remain a 
true inspiration to stand 
for life. Though we have 
won in the court, in real 
life we need to keep that 
awareness of the sacred­
ness of life going strong. 
I am thankful to all the ac­
tivities of pro-life mem­
bers, and pregnancy 
centers like here in Platts­
burgh who create the 
awareness that life is di­
vine and offer help to all 
in need. I pray that all 
mothers who are plan­
ning to step into Planned 
Parenthood will reverse 
their idea and give a 
chance to their babies to 
live and breathe as they 
do. Again, may they know 
that they aren't alone but 
there is help." 

One of the participants, 
Dorothy McDevitt, said 
she was happy she was 
able to see Roe v. Wade 
reversed. 

"I am very, very grateful 
for this decision," she 
said. "I was 14 when Roe 
v. Wade was decided. I re­
member standing in the 
hall and hearing the nuns 
discussing it and I felt 
such dread! I didn't really 
think I'd live to see it re­
versed! I am so humbly 
grateful to the millions of 
pro-life prayer warriors 
who have supported this 
fight, and who went out 
to the sidewalks in all 
weather. There is still a 
ways to go to protect all 
human life. I will be pray­
ing for the safety of the 
courageous justices and 
their families as well as 
for recognition of the 
sanctity of life. But today 
is a day of profound grat­
itude." 

Deacon Lushia agreed. 
"It has been a day 50 

years in the making," he 
said. "It is proper and just 
that it should be on this 
day, The Solemnity of the 
Most Sacred Heart of 
jesus, that the United 
States of America can 
stand corrected and right 
its wrongs. I read the en­
tire ruling along with the 
concurring and dissent-

ing opinions. It has been 
a great day to be sure, I 
think the most memo­
rable part of the day will 
be the time we spent at 
the rally remembering all 
who have gone before us 
trying to spread the Good 
News of jesus Christ, that 
is The Culture of LIFE!' 
The days ahead will be 
difficult however we need 
not be afraid!" 

Those in attendance 
say the court case and the 
nation has been on their 
minds and in their 
prayers in both the 
months leading up to the 
decision and now that it 
has been released. 

"We have been storming 
heaven with prayers for 
the U.S. Supreme Court as 
they prepared to release 
today's decision in the 
case of Dobbs v. jackson," 
said Belzile. "We increase 
our prayers for our fellow 
Americans to embrace 
the opportunity this rul­
ing will offer to create a 
new culture of life in our 
country!" 

Toward the end of the 
rally, Belzile said she 
feels we need "to begin 
the healing of our na-

tion," which only God can 
provide. 

'Too many innocent un­
born children's lives have 
been sacrificed under this 
unjust law," she said. 'Too 
many people have suf­
fered the consequences 
of this law that was made 
under the sacrilegious 
name of 'choice.'" 

Belzile suggested ways 
each of us can help: 

• Pray daily for the 
states to extend greater 
legal protection to un­
born children 

• Talk to friends, 
neighbors and family 
about why the overturn­
ing of Roe v. Wade is good 
for America 

• Get involved in 
pro-life efforts in your 
community, like prayer 
and sidewalk counseling 
at your local abortion fa­
cility, or volunteering at a 
local pregnancy center 

"Deus Vult! (God wills 
it!)," concluded Belzile. 
"We are so thankful to 
God that the stain of 
abortion can be re­
deemed from the history 
of our country! As the 
president of Champlain 
Valley Right to Life I wish 
to thank all of those 
brave souls that have 
gone before us. Their 
work was not in vain, God 
has answered their sweat, 
tears and prayers. Our 
work at rebuilding a cul­
ture of life begins now as 
we pray for a deep heal­
ing in our country that 
only God can provide 
through His mercy and 
grace! Our work is just 
beginning to extend legal 
protection to every un­
born child and provide 
real support to every un­
born child's mother." 

For more information 
about CVRTL and ways to 
help mothers and babies, 
visit cvrtlny.com or con­
tact Belzile at 518-593-
6024. 


