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VIRTUAL EVENTS

BROWNBAG CHATS BEGIN

The Office of New Evangelization will
be running a new Brownbag Chat
during lunchtime via zoom.

Date: Wednesdays Starting Jan.
1

Time: Noon to 1 p.m.

Features: We will use videos from
The Generational Divide:Who's in the
Pews with Katie Prejean McGrady
available on revivieparishes.com In
each session, we will watch one or
two short videos together via zoom
and then have an informal discus-
sion. Become an expert on Millenni-
als and Generation Z through a
deep-dive into stats and practical
ministry applications - perfect for
parishes looking to reach (and keep)
younger generations.

Contact: Sign up online at
https://www.rcdony.org/brownbag .
For more information, contact Marika
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.org.

ADIRONDACK-FRANKLIN

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER
PROGRAM

Tupper Lake — Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is recruiting volunteers
and has scheduled a Friendship Vol-
unteer Training Program.

Date: Jan.25

Time: 9a.m.to 4 p.m.

Features: There is no cost for the
training but registration is required.
Complementary lunch will be pro-
vided. New Volunteers will join
Mercy Care’s more than 100 Friend-
ship Volunteers from Lake Placid,
Saranac Lake, and Tupper Lake and
surrounding areas who are helping
their elder neighbors stay connected
to their communities and helping to
make their lives easier and happier.

Contact: To register for the train-
ing, please visit Mercy Care’s website
at www.adkmercy.org or contact Lexi
Bevilacqua, Mercy Care’s Education &
Volunteer Training Manager, at
abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or call
Lexi for more information at 518-
523-5446.

CLINTON

ADORATION
Plattsburgh — Adoration to be held
weekly.

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays

Time: 9a.m.to 9 p.m.

Place: St.John's in the Holy Family
Basement

Jefferson
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Clinton
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Franklin

Hamilton
Herkimer

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.

Features: Come to an out of the
way place and rest awhile in Jesus'
Presence. Pray for the sick, suffering,
vocations, our priests, country and
peace in the world.

Contact: For more information, to
become a substitute or to sign up for
an hour, contact 518-563-3773.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Peru — St. Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus Council 7273 will host a
take-out-only spaghetti dinner.
Date:Jan.21
Time:4:30 p.m.to 6
Place: St. Augustine’s Parish Center
Cost: $10 per person; Children 14
and under, $5
Features: All proceeds will benefit
local organizations or charities.

DANCE
Glenfield - St.John’s and St. Martin’s
Catholic Church, Lyons Falls and Port
Leyden will be sponsoring a dance.
Date: Jan.6th
Time: 7 p.m.to 10
Place: 3-G Fire Hall on Blue Street
Features: The dance was post-
poned from November due to in-
clement weather. Music provided by
the Patti Stanford Band. There will be
food available as well as a basket
auction and raffles.

SPAGHETTI &

MEATBALL DINNER

Evans Mills — The Indian River
Knights of Columbus 7471 will be

having a spaghetti and meatball din-
ner.

Date: Jan. 14

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Chil-
dren under 12, $5; under 5, Free;
Sauce, $6 per quart

Menu: Includes spaghetti & meat-
balls, salad, bread, beverage and
dessert.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — A Holy Hour of Adora-
tion with the Divine Mercy Chaplet
will be observed the first Sunday of
the month.
Date: Feb.5
Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Carthage — A pancake breakfast to be
held to benefit Augustinian Academy
sponsored by the Father John Cosmic
Council 291 of the Knights of Colum-
bus

Date: Feb.12

Time: 8AM to Noon

Place: St. James Community Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; Chil-
dren under 10, $4; Family of 4 or
more, $27

Contact: For more information call
315-493-3224

ST.LAWRENCE

MEAL DRIVERS NEEDED
The St.Lawrence County Office for

the Aging is seeking drivers for home
delivered meals in Brasher Falls,
DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur, Morris-
town, Ogdensburg, Potsdam and Star
Lake.

Features: Drivers deliver hot, nu-
tritious meals to older adults. Many
are homebound and receive a
lunchtime meal Monday through Fri-
day. Drivers receive a mileage reim-
bursement. Typical deliveries take
place between 9:30 a.m.and 11:30
a.m. Routes can be between one
hour and two hours.Volunteer one
day a week or several.

Contact: If you are interested
please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

HOLY HOUR

Canton — Holy Hour for Vocations
to be held.

Date: Every Tuesday

Time: 4:10 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Holy hour followed by
Mass at 5:15 p.m.and confessions at
5:45 p.m.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation and
St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Jan.15 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 8:30a.m.t0 11:30

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; Take-
outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

PRIEST, PROPHET, KING
Ogdensburg — St.Mary’s Cathedral to
host a Lenten study featuring Bishop
Robert Barron’s DVD-based Study
Program: Priest, Prophet, King.

Date: Thursdays starting Feb.2nd
to March 16th.

Time: 2 sessions to choose from,
9:30a.m.or 6:30 p.m.

Place: Bishop Brzana Hall.

Features: Join us as we deepen
our relationship with Jesus Christ.
Explore the biblical archetypes of
priest, prophet, and king and see how
Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of
each one.Throughout this experience,
you will better understand who Jesus
really is and also realize your own
priestly, prophetic, and kingly mis-

sion. No charge for anyone for the
workbooks, but donations will be ac-
cepted.

Contact: Email Deacon Bill 0'Brien
at billob315@gmail.com (preferred)
or call him between 5 & 9 p.m.at
315-528-0461 to register. Please
Register by Jan.25.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY

All are invited to attend this free
seminar designed to deepen our un-
derstanding of how Church doctrine
on sexual morality connects with our
happiness.

Schedule: 3 different times and
locations to attend. Feb. 12,2023 at
Newman Center, Plattsburgh; April
22,2023 at St.Bernard’s Saranac
Lake; May 20,2023 at St.Mary’s
Ticonderoga.

Time: 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. except the
Plattsburgh session, which will run
10:30 a.m.to 4:30 p.m.

Features: Program will be a
showing of “Unprotected: A Pope, the
Pill, and the Perils of Sexual Chaos.”
With Q & A led by Natural Family
Planning Directors, Angelo and
Suzanne Pietropaoli and Catholic
Theologian, Maura Hearden Fehiner,
Ph.D

Contact: to register go www.rc-
dony.org/lovingauthentically. For
more information contact Stephen
Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or
startaglia@rcdony.org

SEEKING SUMMER YOUTH
CAMP DIRECTOR

Saranac Lake — The Diocese of Og-
densburg is seeking an energetic and
dedicated individual for the position
of Summer Youth Camp Director at
the Guggenheim Center.

Features: Summer Camp Guggen-
heim has been a“home away from
home”for young people ages 12 to
18 years old since 1972. Hike, Swim,
Praise,and a whole lot more! Sum-
mer camp Guggenheim is a high en-
ergy camp filled with exciting
activities and opportunities for
campers to experience their faith and
joyfully celebrate it.

Contact: To apply please visit:
www.rcdony.org/information/em-
ployment Questions or inquiries Tom
Semeraro, Director of Youth Ministry
315-393-2920 ext. 1415 www.rc-
dony.org/youth
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Benedict XVI shares his final thoughts

VATICAN CITY (CNA) - The
Vatican on Saturday evening
published the Spiritual Testa-
ment of Benedict XVI, written on
Aug. 29, 2006, one year and
four months into his pontifi-
cate. Each pope writes a spiri-
tual testament to be made
public only after his death.
Below is CNA’s translation of the
full testament from Italian:

MY SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT

If in this late hour of my life I
look back at the decades I have
been through, first I see how
many reasons I have to give
thanks. First and foremost I
thank God himself, the giver of
every good gift, who gave me
life and guided me through var-
ious confusing times; always
picking me up whenever I
began to slip and always giving
me again the light of his face. In
retrospect I see and understand

that even the dark and tiring
stretches of this journey were
for my salvation and that it was
in them that He guided me well.

I thank my parents, who gave
me life in a difficult time and
who, at the cost of great sacri-
fice, with their love prepared
for me a magnificent abode
that, like clear light, illuminates
all my days to this day. My fa-
ther’s lucid faith taught us chil-
dren to believe, and as a
signpost it has always been
steadfast in the midst of all my
scientific acquisitions; the pro-
found devotion and great good-
ness of my mother represent a
legacy for which I can never
give thanks enough. My sister
has assisted me for decades
selflessly and with affectionate
care; my brother, with the lu-
cidity of his judgments, his vig-
orous resolve and serenity of

heart, has always paved the way
for me; without this constant
preceding and accompanying
me I could not have found the
right path.

From my heart I thank God for
the many friends, men and
women, whom He has always
placed at my side; for the col-
laborators in all the stages of
my journey; for the teachers
and students He has given me.
gratefully entrust them all to
His goodness. And I want to
thank the Lord for my beautiful
homeland in the foothills of the
Bavarian Alps, in which I have
always seen the splendor of the
Creator Himself shining
through. I thank the people of
my homeland because in them I
have been able again and again
to experience the beauty of
faith. I pray that our land re-
mains a land of faith, and I beg

you, dear countrymen: Do not
let yourselves be turned away
from the faith. And finally I
thank God for all the beauty I
have been able to experience at
all the phases of my journey, es-
pecially, however, in Rome and
in Italy, which has become my
second homeland.

To all those whom I have
wronged in any way, I heartily
ask for forgiveness.

What I said before to my coun-
trymen, I now say to all those in
the Church who have been en-
trusted to my service: Stand
firm in the faith! Do not let
yourselves be confused! It often
seems that science — the natural
sciences on the one hand and
historical research (especially
exegesis of Sacred Scripture) on
the other — are able to offer ir-
refutable results at odds with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CALLED TO SERVE

And then there was the time...

It seems like everyone
has a favorite ladder
story. We can call them
“stories” now because we
survived the fall or the
ride to talk about them.
Perhaps we have perma-
nent scars or limps or
pains to help us remem-
ber but the bottom line
is we have a new respect
for ladders.

A couple of my deacon
brothers in the diocese
have recent ladder sto-
ries. They are suffering
through the conse-
quences. Our prayers are
for their rapid recovery.

[ watch firemen or con-
struction workers or
painters throw an exten-
sion ladder up on the
side of a building, tie the
ladder off and then
scamper up the steps
like there is nothing to it
—looks simple.

My ladder story is
many decades old.

The roof flashing on a
second story dormer on
our house had come
loose. Summoning up
my machismo, [ threw
our extension ladder up
to tap the flashing down
and secure it.

Nothing to it,
right?

Wrong!

The angle of
the ladder place-
ment had to com-
pensate for the
enclosed porch
that sat under
the dormer. The
pitch of the

4
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Up went the ladder,
and up [ went to com-
plete this simple job.

As I reached to tap the
flashing on the dormer a
good 16° above the
ground, the ladder ex-
tension started to drop.

It was rather
graceful. Rather
than fall through
the steps rapidly,
the  extension
took its sweet
time collapsing
with me holding
on for dear life.

With a large
tree to my right

porch roof was avin Mastellon and another to

not severe. [ prob-

ably could have

used a smaller ladder set
on it and made my life
easier.

That’s hindsight logic.
Logic had nothing to do
with the task that day.

Did I mention I was
doing this alone?

left, the
prospect of my
surviving this ride was
slim. I remember think-
ing about which way I
would jump, and proba-
bly break a leg or some-
thing, when the ladder
fell to the ground.
Suddenly the ladder

stopped its decent.

I was still gripping the
sides, shaking a bit. My
feet were showing just
below the roof line of the
porch as I called to
Kathy, who was on the
phone near the porch,
“Help!”

She held the ladder
while I gingerly came
down the final steps.

Thankfully, I only had
a few bruises to show for
the experience. Since
then, I either beg or pay
someone to use the ex-

tension ladder and have
limited my ladder brav-
ery to step ladders.

I can look back now
and realize God had
saved me, again.

Must be he still had
work for me to do in this
life.

God is good, in every
way, God is good!

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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REVOLTION @ BUICK: Y ponTiac oME.
“Family owned dealership serving the
North Country for over 56 years!”

For more information, visit our Website
at: www.barstowmotors.com

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY < (315) 265-8800
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‘Behold, the lamb of God’

JANUARY 11, 2023

The lights of Christmas
and Epiphany have all
faded. We’ve come from
last Sunday’s
feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord
into eight Sun-
days in “Ordi-
nary” time. Watch

observance of the Law.
But in the same reading,
God says “It is too little
for you to be my
servant... I will
make you a light
to the nations,
that my salvation
may reach to the

out! Ordinary ends of the
time in the liturgy earth.” Here we
never means have a clear state-
going back to - ment of what
“business as Monsignor Jesus’ mission is
usual.” True, Jesus PaulE. all about.

has long since Whitmore In the Gospel,

grown out of his
swaddling clothes, grown
through puberty to life as
an adult “man with a mis-
sion.” Certain words in
the readings stand out —
words like “servant” and
“mission” and “follow
me.”

The first reading from
Isaiah was selected to
show God’s plan for His
Son. From Mary’s womb,
he was destined to be His
Father’s servant, that He
might bring the chosen
people back to faithful

John gives elo-
quent testimony of what
he heard God say from
the heavens about His
beloved Son. The very
next day, John sees Jesus
coming toward him. He
turns to his own follow-
ers and says, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes
away the sins of the
world.” Why does John
call Jesus a lamb? Be-
cause the world “lamb”
connects Jesus with both
the “suffering servant” of
Isaiah and the paschal

January 15

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6;
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34

lamb of sacrifice. Then he
explains to them what
had happened when he
poured water over Jesus’
head, exclaiming that he
saw the Spirit descend on
him and remain with
him. Only the prophetic
power of the Baptist
could make a statement
like that!

Jesus acknowledges the
truth of what John has
said by beginning to
gather his own followers.
It's a major turning point
in the story of our salva-
tion as Andrew and his
brother Simon became
the first disciples of the
Lord. How casual it all
seemed. They ask Jesus
where he lives, and Jesus
simply says, “Come and

you will see.”

How attractive Jesus
must have been to those
seeking more from life.
Older priests like myself
find it puzzling that
today’s young men do
not seek Him out as An-
drew did. Is it Jesus who
fails to attract them? Or is
it the life of the priest
that doesn’t appeal?
Young people should
“come and see” and ask
their pastor for informa-
tion and advice. Of
course, the underlying at-
traction is love. Unless a
young man falls in love
with Jesus as Andrew and
Simon did, he will never
pursue a vocation. Only
love can quiet the voices
of protest from the world
around them and give
them the courage to sac-
rifice the normal seeking
out of a lovely woman
with whom to have a
family and build a career.

Why should young men
seriously consider priest-
hood as a lifetime com-

mitment? Because priest-
hood leads not only to
personal holiness and
salvation, but because it
brings this about through
the priest guiding count-
less others to salvation
through the sacraments
of the church. There is no
other calling in life to
equal it. It is a life of imi-
tation of Jesus’ life and
mission in his great love
for people, his willing-
ness to search out the
lost, to counsel and en-
courage, bless and for-
give sins by God’s power,
to be a part of every fam-
ily, yet belonging to
none.

What does it take to be-
come a priest? Priesthood
takes sacrifice, generos-
ity, common sense, ade-
quate intelligence, piety
and a sense of humor.
Know anyone that has
those qualities? Then
give them a nudge, pray
for them, and encourage
them. The Holy Spirit will
carry on from there!

Final thoughts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the Catholic faith. I
have experienced the
transformations of the
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subscription to the Name
North Country Catholic
and find out what is Address
happening with the City State_ Zip,
Diocese of Ogdensburg. ) -
Parish

natural sciences since
long ago and have been
able to see how, on the
contrary, apparent cer-

tainties against the faith
have vanished, proving
to be not science, but
philosophical interpreta-
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tions only apparently
pertaining to science;
just as, on the other
hand, it is in dialogue
with the natural sciences
that faith, too, has
learned to understand
better the limit of the
scope of its claims, and
thus its specificity. It is
now sixty years that I
have been accompany-
ing the journey of Theol-
ogy, particularly of the
Biblical Sciences, and
with the succession of
different generations I
have seen theses that
seemed unshakable col-
lapse, proving to be
mere hypotheses: the
liberal generation (Har-

nack, Julicher etc.), the
existentialist generation
(Bultmann etc.), the
Marxist generation. [ saw
and see how out of the
tangle of assumptions
the reasonableness of
faith  emerged and
emerges again. Jesus
Christ is truly the way,
the truth and the life -
and the Church, with all
its insufficiencies, is
truly His body.

Finally, I humbly ask:
Pray for me, so that the
Lord, despite all my sins
and insufficiencies, wel-
comes me into the eter-
nal dwellings. To all
those entrusted to me,
day by day, my heartfelt



JANUARY 11, 2023

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

| NEWS

The Pontifical Mission Societies of

the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr.Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Benedict XVI and
missionary childhood

From September 7 to 9, 2007, then Pope Benedict XVI
made an Apostolic Journey to Austria, on the occasion
of the 850th anniversary of the foundation of the Mari-
azel Shrine. The national direction of the Pontifical
Mission Societies of Austria, "Missio,” greeted the ar-
rival of Benedict XVI in Austria with a poster created
for the occasion.The text read: "A moment with Mis-
sio... look at Christ, open your heart and give love" and
was inspired by the motto of the Pope's visit ("Look at
Christ").

More than 500 Austrian children had responded to
Missio's appeal to send letters and drawings to the
Pope, illustrating the motto of the visit "Look at Christ."
The letters and drawings collected in a book were de-
livered to Benedict XVI on Sunday, September 9, im-
mediately after the Angelus on the "Stephansplatz” in
Vienna, by the then National Director of the Pontifical
Mission Societies, Father Maasburg, together with five
children chosen by lot.

After the Angelus, the Holy Father addressed the
children who participated in the initiative,and he gave
them a letter in response. "I thank you from the bottom
of my heart for the letters and drawings that you
wanted to give me as signs of your affection and close-
ness to my mission," the Pope wrote. "They express
those sentiments of faith and love for which Jesus
loved the little ones so much and welcomed them with
open arms, pointing them out as an example for his
disciples.”

Then Benedict XVI continued: "I would like to tell you
that I greatly appreciate your commitment to Mission-
ary Childhood. I see in you little collaborators at the
service that the Pope provides to the Church and to the
world: you support me with your prayers and also with
your commitment to spreading the Gospel.” Benedict
XVI then recalled that many children still do not know
Jesus, and unfortunately many others do not have
what is necessary to live: food, healthcare, education;
many lack peace and serenity. "The Church pays spe-
cial attention to them, above all through the mission-
aries; and you too feel called to offer your
contribution, both personally and as a group,” the
Pope's letter continued, "friendship with Jesus is such
a beautiful gift that one cannot keep to oneself! Who-
ever receives this gift feels the need to pass it on to
others; and thus the gift, shared, does not diminish but
multiplies. Keep going! You are growing up and soon
you will become adolescents and young people: do not
lose your missionary spirit! Always maintain a clear
and authentic faith, like that of Saint Peter.”

- Article from FIDES missionary news service of the

Pontifical Mission Societies

OBITUARIES

Brasher Falls — Betty Ida (Gardner)
McLaughlin, 89; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.7,2023 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in St.Lawrence Catholic
Cemetery, North Lawrence.

Brownville — Francis J. Mitchell, 96;
Mass of Christian Burial Jan.7,2023
at Immaculate Conception Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Brushton — Joseph Frederick
Rousell, 93; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.7,2023 at St.Mary’s Church; bur-
ial in St.Francis of Assisi Cemetery,
Constable.

Carthage - Scott A. Croft, 55; Memo-
rial Mass Jan.7,2023 at St.James
Church; burial in St.Ann’s Cemetery,
Phoenixville, PA.

Copenhagen - Larry A.Gillespie, 78;
Mass of Christian Burial April 28,2023
at St.Mary’s Church; burial in Saint
Peter and Paul’s Cemetery.

Hogansburg — Marion“Marita”
Francis, 87; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.6,2023 at St.Regis Church.

Hogansburg — Lewis L. Garrow, 76;
Mass of Christian Burial Jan.5,2023
at St.Regis Church.

Keeseville — Joan Patricia (Boswell)
Bailey, 95; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.7,2023 at St. John's Church; bur-
ial in St. Augustine’s Cemetery, Peru.

Keeseville — Michal “Mike"“Mihow”
Imijewski, 78; Mass of Christian Bur-
ial Jan.9,2023 at St.John'’s Church.

Lowville — Nicholas F.Bush, 74; Mass
of Christian Burial Jan.9,2023 at St.
Peter’s Church; burial in Martinsburg
Cemetery.

Lowville — Mary“Ann” (Burkhard)
Hornig, 92; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.30,2022 at St.Peter’s Church;
burial in St.Stephen’s Cemetery,
Croghan.

Malone - Loretta (Leroux) Gerow,
103; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.7,
2023 at Notre Dame Church; burial in
St.Philip Neri Catholic Cemetery,
Westport.

Massena — Beverly A. (Jacob)
Michaud, 92; Graveside Services in the

spring at Massena Center Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Patricia A. (Stanton)
LaPierre, 76; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan. 10,2023 at St. Alexander’s
Church; burial in Plattsburgh Commu-
nity Mausoleum.

Norwood — Daniel J. Fyckes, 27; Fu-
neral Services Jan.4, 2023 at Buck Fu-
neral Home.

Peru — Beverly R.“Bev” (Rock) Carte,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 12,
2023 at St. Patrick’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Peru - Jacqueline Marie (Glaude)
Chauvin, 92; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan. 14,2023 at St. Augustine’s
Church; burial in St. John's Cemetery,
Plattsburgh.

Peru — Ethel Ida (Savage) Martin, 90;
Funeral Services Dec.31,2022 at
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in St.
Matthew’s Cemetery, Black Brook.

Plattsburgh - Rita Paula (Benoit)
LaRocque, 95; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.4,2023 at St. John the Baptist
Church; burial in St. John's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Marjorie Rita LaRose;
Mass of Christian Burial Jan.5,2023
at St.Peter’s Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Star Lake — Robert T.“Red” Northrup,
87; Memorial Mass June 9,2023 at St.
Hubert's Church.

Theresa — Lambert A. Coffin, 95; Fu-
neral Services Jan.2,2023 at Freder-
ick Bros. Funeral Home; burial in St.
Michael’s Cemetery, Antwerp.

Theresa - Virginia Mae (VanTassel)
Monica, 83; Funeral Services Jan.5,
2023 at Frederick Bros. Funeral home;
burial in Oakwood Cemetery.

Ticonderoga - Timothy R. Smith, 72;
Graveside Services in the spring at St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Watertown — John H."Jack”
Charlebois, 86; Graveside services Jan.
6,2023 at Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Irma E. (Horvath)
Geng, 101; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.2,2023 at Holy Family Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Thomas C. Jewett, 79;
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 30,2022
at Sacred Heart Church; burial in St.
Francis Xavier, Redwood.

Watertown - Joan M. (Anzalone)
Randall, 75; Funeral Services Jan.5,
2023 at D.L. Calarco Funeral Home,
In; burial in Sanford Corners Ceme-
tery.
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Funeral Mass celebrated
for Margaret Connelly

NORFOLK -- A Mass of
Christian Burial for Mar-
garet E. Margittay Con-
nelly, 85, of Colton and
formerly of Norfolk, was
celebrated Jan. 2 at
Church of the Visitation,
Norfolk. Burial will be
held in the Visitation
Cemetery in the spring.

She passed away
peacefully at home on
December 28, 2022, with
her husband of 63 years,
Deacon Lawrence Con-
nelly, and her daughters
by her side.

Born on Oct. 4, 1937 in
New York City, Margaret
was the oldest of two
children of John Margit-
tay (Turterebes, Hun-
gary) and Margaret
Orosz (New York City,
NY) Margittay. Living in
NYC until the age of 8,
she learned to speak
Hungarian before she
spoke  English. She
moved to Norfolk as a
young girl when her fam-
ily bought a dairy farm
on the Knapp Station
road. Margaret gradu-
ated from NNCS in 1955
and went on to receive a
degree in Home Econom-
ics from Plattsburgh
State University in 1959.
She met her future hus-
band, Lawrence A. Con-
nelly, one evening at the
popular Sabad’s restau-
rant in Norfolk, when he
asked her to dance. A
few years later, they were
married on June 27,
1959 at the Church of
the Visitation, Norfolk,
and they began a 63 year

marriage.

Her teaching career
began at Madrid-
Waddington in 1959 as a
Home Economics
teacher. She then taught
sixth grade at Norfolk EI-
ementary until retiring in
1992. Margaret was very
active in her church. She
was a lector, Bible study
teacher, member and
past President of the
Altar & Rosary Society,
and a member of the
Serra Club, where she
and her husband as-
sisted in planning and
organizing several U.S.
and European trips for
the organization. They
also taught RCIA classes
for several years at the
Church of the Visitation.
After retirement, she be-
came active as the wife
of a deacon, when
Lawrence became a dea-
con of the Catholic
Church in 2003, by sup-
porting and assisting in
the responsibilities for
that role. Some of her fa-
vorite activities included
care of her many flowers,
reading, quilting, needle-
point, spending sum-
mers with family at their
camp in South Colton,
decorating the church
for Christmas and Easter,
saying her Rosary, Bible
reading (Magnificat), and
traveling.

In addition to her hus-
band, Lawrence, she is
survived by her children
Susan (Michael) Griffin of
Franklin, Tennessee,
Anne (Anthony)

DiBernardo of Fairport,
New York, and Mary
(Scott) Lalumiere of
Colton, New York; 10
grandchildren, Jon (Alli-
son) Eggleston, Megan
Griffin, Sarah (James)
Kennedy, Lauren Griffin,
Julia (Ray) Beck, Anthony

DiBernardo, Teresa
DiBernardo, Rachel
(Christopher) Torcedo,

Cristin (Michael) Buck,
and Holden Lalumiere;
and two great-grandchil-
dren, Lexi Eggleston and
Emery Kennedy.

She is predeceased by
her parents, John and
Margaret Margittay; her
brother, John Margittay;
and her daughter, Marcia
Eggleston.

Donations may be
made in Margaret’s mem-
ory to the American Can-
cer Society, Hospice &
Palliative Care of the St.
Lawrence Valley, Center
for Cancer Care at Can-
ton-Potsdam Hospital or
Church of the Visitation,
Norfolk. The family of
Margaret would also like
to thank Father Andrew
Amyot for his care and
visits to her during her
hours of need, and to
Bishop Terry LaValley of
the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg for his call to her
which meant so much to
her at the time.

Memories and condo-
lences may be shared on-
line at
buckfuneralhome.com.
The Buck Funeral Home
is serving the family of
Margaret E. Connelly.

All are welcome!

Interfaith prayer vigil

Liferight of Watertown will host and participate in an Interfaith Candlelight
Prayer vigil at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 23 in front of the Municipal Building on Wash-
ington Street in Watertown.

‘Humble worker’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Pope Paul VI appointed him archbishop of Munich
and Freising in early 1977 and named him a cardinal
in June of that year.

In 1981, Pope John Paul Il named Ratzinger prefect
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, pres-
ident of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, and pres-
ident of the International Theological Commission.

He played a decisive role in preparing the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (published in 1992) and
clarifying and defending Catholic doctrine. He was vil-
ified for his labors by the secular media and progres-
sive Catholic groups, especially when he fulfilled the
task of investigating works by some theologians who
proposed erroneous and even heretical teachings. In
1997, at the age of 70, the then-cardinal asked John
Paul II to allow him to resign his curial position so that
he could work in the Vatican Library. John Paul II
asked him to stay on, and he remained one of the key
figures in the pontificate until the pontiff’s death in
April 2005.

After the death of John Paul II, Ratzinger was elected
to the papacy in one of the shortest conclaves in mod-
ern history.

A CALL FOR RENEWAL

Cardinal Ratzinger chose the name Benedict XVI be-
cause, as he explained at a general audience only days
after his election, Benedict XV (pope from 1914-1922)
had also steered the Church through a period of tur-
moil, in the First World War (1914-1918).

“Treading in his footsteps, I would like to place my
ministry at the service of reconciliation and harmony
between persons and peoples, since I am profoundly
convinced that the great good of peace is first and
foremost a gift of God,” he said on April 27, 2005.

“The name ‘Benedict’ also calls to mind the extraor-
dinary figure of the great ‘Patriarch of Western Monas-
ticism,” he added.

Benedict’s papacy was marked by efforts at ecclesi-
astical, intellectual, and spiritual renewal, including
confronting relativism and secularism, combatting
the scourge of clergy sexual abuse, pushing for litur-
gical reform, and promoting further an authentic in-
terpretation of the Second Vatican Council.

In his homily ahead of the 2005 conclave that
elected him to the papacy, the soon-to-be pope
warned of a “dictatorship of relativism that does not
recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate
goal consists solely of one’s own ego and desires.”

He stressed that Jesus Christ is “the measure of true
humanism,” and mature faith and friendship with God
serve as a criterion to distinguish “the true from the
false, and deceit from truth.”

In his speech in Westminster Hall to the leaders of
British Society during his visit to the United Kingdom
in 2010, he spoke about the immense dangers to con-
temporary society when religion is driven from the
public square.

“There are those who would advocate that the voice
of religion be silenced,” he said, “or at least relegated
to the purely private sphere. There are those who
argue that the public celebration of festivals such as
Christmas should be discouraged, in the questionable
belief that it might somehow offend those of other re-
ligions or none.




