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Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; Take­
outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY 
All are invited to attend this free 
seminar designed to deepen our un­
derstanding of how Church doctrine 
on sexual morality connects with our 
happiness. 

Schedule: 3 different times and 
locations to attend. Feb. 12,2023 at 
Newman Center, Plattsburgh; April 
22,2023 at St. Bernard's Saranac 
Lake; May 20, 2023 at St. Mary's 
Ticonderoga. 

Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. except the 
Plattsburgh session, which will run 
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Features: Program will be a 
showing of "Unprotected: A Pope, the 
Pill, and the Perils of Sexual Chaos." 
With Q & A led by Natural Family 
Planning Directors, Angelo and 

Suzanne Pietropaoli and Catholic 
Theologian, Maura Hearden Fehlner, 
Ph.D 

Contact: to register go www.rc­
dony.org/lovingauthentically. For 
more information contact Stephen 
Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or 
sta rtaglia@rcdony.org 

SIDEWALK ADVOCATES FOR 
LIFE 

Experience Sidewalk Advocated for 
Life's new virtual basic training 2.0. 

Features: Sidewalk Advocates for 
Life employs peaceful, prayerful, lov­
ing, and law-abiding outreach out­
side of abortion centers to aid 
mothers in crisis and connect them 
with life-affirming resources in the 
effort to save their preborn children 
and end abortion. By God's grace, this 
effort has witnessed over 9,000 
women turn around at abortion cen­
ters and CHOOSE LIFE! 

Contact: To get started, fill out the 
brief application at sidewalkadvo­
cates.org/trainingapp. Upon receipt, 
we'll be in touch with next steps for 
accessing the online training. 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

III re The ROlllall Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, New York 
Case No. 20-30663 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT, On June 19,2020, The Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, New York, ("Diocese") filed for 
protection under chapter II of title II of the United States Code (the 
"Bankruptcy Code"). 

The Court has established January 17, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. 
(prevailing Eastern time) (the "Supplemental Bar Date") as the 
deadline to assert claims against the Diocese arising from or 
relating to abuse that occurred when the survivor was 18 years 
of age or older, and which, prior to the enactment of the Adult 
Survivors Act (S.66A1A.648A) would have been subject to a 
statute of limitations defense ("Adult Claims"). 

If you have an Adult Claim against the Diocese you must file a 
claim on or before the Supplemental Bar Date, which wiII be 
treated confidentially in accordance with prior court orders in 
this Case. 

Please visit https:llcase.stretto.comldioceseofsyracuse or call (855) 
329-4244 for more information on how to fil e your proof of claim. 

IF YOU DO NOT TIMELY FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM, 
YOU MAY FORFEIT YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE ON ANY 
PLAN OF REORGANIZATION AND TO SHARE IN ANY 
DISTRIBUTIONS TO CREDITORS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE DIOCESE'S CHAPTER II CASE. 

SUMMER CAMP 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 

Saranac Lake - The Diocese of Og­
densburg is seeking an energetic and 
dedicated individual for the position 
of Summer Youth Camp Director at 
the Guggenheim Center. 

Features: Summer Camp 
Guggenheim has been a "home away 
from home"for young people ages 
12 to 18 years old since 1972. Hike, 
Swim, Praise, and a whole lot more! 
Summer camp Guggenheim is a high 
energy camp filled with exciting ac­
tivities and opportunities for 
campers to experience their faith 
and joyfully celebrate it. 

Contact: To apply please visit: 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 
clergymen who have served in 

the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Jan. 4 - Rev.James Edwin 
O'Haire, 1877; Rev. Michael 
Walsh, M.S.C., 1977; Rev. Charles 
E.Chase, 2011 
Jan.5 - Rev. Louis Lebrett, 
O.M.I., 1903; Msgr. Dennis E. 
Lynch, 1979; Rev. Raoul J. Poirier, 
M.Afr., 1997; Rev. Adrian Gal-
lag her, 2022 
Jan.6 - Rev.James Dennis 
Phalon, 1974; Deacon George W. 
Carroll, 1994; Rev. Benoit Dostie, 
M.S.c., 2007; Msgr. Robert J. Mc­
Carthy, 2018 
Jan.7 - Rev. Leonidas Geoffrion, 
1954; Rev. Vincente EJazmines, 
2021 
Jan.8 - Rev. Michael Moris, 
1893; Rev. Frederick C. Hatch, 
1961; Msgr. Robert John Ar­
quette, 1969; Rev. Leo McCarthy, 
O.5.A., 1975; Rev. Roland Gaulin, 
O.M.I., 1984; Rev. Anthony E 
Pease, 1997; Msgr. Morris L. 
Dwyer, 2004 
Jan.9 - Rev.James P.Santoni, 
O.M.I., 1890; Rev. Joseph Ferdi­
nand Durin, M.S.c., 1897; Rev. 
Fred Commins, O.s.A., 1924; Rev. 
Joseph Edward Doyle, 1958; Rev. 
Jeremiah Albert O'Brien, 1974 
Jan.l0 - Rev. Christopher C. 
Poulin, 1904; Msgr.James 
O'Driscoll, 1913; Msgr. Frederick 
P. Diviney, 1961 

www.rcdony.org/information/em­
ployment Questions or inquiries Tom 
Semeraro, Director of Youth Ministry 
315-393-2920 ext. 1415 www.rc­
dony.org/youth 

To Report Abuse 

If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Vic­
tims Assistance Coordinator, 
Terrianne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 
5050 Route 374, Merrill, NY 
12955; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: 518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father 
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy; ccarrara@rc­
dony.org Phone: 315-393-2920 
ext. 1340. If you have a complaint 
of suspected sexual abuse or re­
lated misconduct by the bishops, 
contact the Catholic Bishop 
Abuse Reporting Service at 
800-276-1562 or 
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org. 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

Jan. 4 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Jan.5 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Jan.6 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Jan.7 - 4 p.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Jan.8 - 8 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Jan. 9-13 - New York State 
Bishops' Retreat at Our Lady of 
Florida Spiritual Center in North 
Palm Beach, Florida 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg 
has scheduled sessions for Pro­
tecting God's Children for Adults. 
Pre-registration online is re­
quired. 
Participants may preregister at 
www.virtus.org. 
Upcoming sessions: 
Jan. 9- 6 p.m., St. Patrick's 
Church, Watertown 

Environmental Stewardship 

Lesson from the journey 
of the Wise Men 

One of the Christmas E-Cards dis­
played the three kings on their 
camels moving towards the Holy 
Family. While most Nativity scenes 
show the wise men arriving at a sta­
ble, most Scripture scholars agree 
that it may have taken them two 
years or more to get to Bethlehem. 

Pondering this scene of the slow 
walking of the camels may cause 
one to wonder what that journey 
must have been like. 

Why would one take this long ar­
duous journey? Perhaps it was an in­
credible faith that there was 
someone who would satisfy the 
longing in their hearts for some­
thing more. 

What would it have taken to en­
dure this tedious trip ?To travel days 
and months with only a star in the 
sky to guide them must have re­
quired incredible perseverance. 

What patience it must have 
taken to continue in their search for 
the more with no guarantee when 
they would arrive and what they 
would find at the end of their 
search. 

As we reflect on what God might 
be calling each of us to be and to do 
in this coming new year, how might 
we take some lessons from the Wise 
Men for our spiritual journey? We 
too are seeking for more; not more 
in the material sense but in a spiri­
tual sense like the wise men. 

We too seek a better future for all. 
Recently PBS aired the documen­

tary from Pope Francis entitled The 
Letter: A message for Our Earth. It's 
also available on You Tube. 

In this moving film, Pope Francis 
meets with supporters of the 
Laudato Si' movement and talks 
aboutthe power of humanity to 
stop the ecological crisis. 

This power is within you and me. 
He urges us to pay attention to what 
is happening around us and not to 
becorne nurnb to the sufferings of 
both hurnan community and the 
earth community. 

Why not take time to view this 
"Message for Our Earth" and con­
sider how the wise men's lessons of 
faith, perseverance and patience 
might guide you in your response to 
it. 
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Pope on St. Francis de Sales: 
devotion 'meant for everyone' 

(CNA) - Pope Francis Wednesday pub­
lished a message on St. Francis de Sales, 
a saint who teaches us that "devotion [to 
God] is meant for everyone, in every sit­
uation." 

The pope's apostolic letter, titled 
Totum amoris est, or "Everything Per­
tains to Love," was published on Dec. 28, 
the 400th anniversary of St. Francis de 
Sales' death in 1622. 

The title comes from the preface of the 
Swiss saint's book "Treatise on the Love 
of God," in which he wrote that "In Holy 
Church, everything pertains to love, 
lives in love, is done for love and comes 
from love." 

St. Francis de Sales was a priest and 
bishop who taught against Protestant 
heresies and encouraged holiness in all 
people, no matter their vocation. He is 
known for his spiritual writings, includ­
ing two books that are still widely read 
today: "An Introduction to the Devout 
Life" and 'Treatise on the Love of God." In 
1877, he was proclaimed a Doctor of the 
Church. 

"On this anniversary of the fourth cen­
tenary of his death, I have given much 
thought to the legacy of Saint Francis de 
Sales for our time," Pope Francis said in 
his apostolic letter. "I find that his flexi­
bility and his far-sighted vision have 
much to say to us." 

'Today he bids us set aside undue con­
cern for ourselves, for our structures 
and for what society thinks about us, 
and consider instead the real spiritual 
needs and expectations of our people," 
the pope noted. 

Commenting on St. Francis de Sales' 
teachings, Pope Francis said "devotion is 
meant for everyone, in every situation, 
and each of us can practice it in accor­
dance with our own vocation." 

"As Saint Paul VI wrote on the fourth 
centenary of the birth of Francis de 
Sales, 'Holiness is not the prerogative of 
anyone group, but an urgent summons 
addressed to every Christian: "Friend, 
come up higher" (Lk 14:10). All of us are 
called to ascend the mountain of God, al­
beit not each by the same path.'" 

"Devotion," Paul VI said, quoting St. 
Francis, "must be practiced differently 
by the gentleman, the craftsman, the 
chamberlain, the prince, the widow, the 
young woman, the wife . Moreover, the 
practice of devotion must be adapted to 
the abilities, affairs and duties of each." 
FALSE DEVOTION 

In his letter, Pope Francis reflected on 
what St. Francis de Sales called "false de-

votion" and its relevance for our spiritual 
lives today. 

"Francis' description of false devotion 
is delightful and ever timely. Everyone 
can relate to it, since he salts it with good 
humor," the pope explained. 

De Sales wrote: "Someone attached to 
fasting will consider himself devout be­
cause he doesn't eat, even though his 
heart is filled with bitterness; and while, 
out of love for sobriety, he will not let a 
drop of wine, or even water, touch his 
tongue, he will not scruple to drench it 
in the blood of his neighbor through 
gossip and slander. Another will con­
sider himself devout because all day 
long he mumbles a string of prayers, yet 
remains heedless of the evil , arrogant 
and hurtful words that his tongue hurls 
at his servants and neighbors. Yet an­
other will readily open his purse to give 
alms to the poor, but cannot wring an 
ounce of mercy from his heart in order 
to forgive his enemies. Another still will 
pardon his enemies, yet never even 
think of paying his debts ; it will take a 
lawsuit to make him do so." 

"All these," Pope Francis said, "of 
course, are perennial vices and strug­
gles, and they lead the saint to conclude 
that 'all these fine people, commonly 
considered devout, most surely are not.'" 
TRUE DEVOTION 

The pope explained that St. Francis de 
Sales taught that true devotion, instead, 
is found in "God's life dwelling within 
our hearts." 

"True and lively devotion presupposes 
the love of God; indeed, it is none other 
than a genuine, and not generic, love of 
God ," the saint said. 

Pope Francis said: "In Francis' lively 
language, devotion is 'a sort of spiritual 
alertness and energy whereby charity 
acts within us or, we act by means of it, 
with promptness and affection.' For this 
reason, devotion does not exist along­
side charity, but is one of its manifesta­
tions, while at the same time leading 
back to it." 

"Devotion is like a flame with regard to 
fire : it increases the intensity of charity 
without altering its quality," the pope 
said, adding a quote from St. Francis de 
Sales, who said: "Charity is a spiritual fire 
that, when fanned into flame, is called 
devotion. Devotion thus adds nothing to 
the fire of charity but the flame that 
makes charity prompt, active and dili­
gent, not only in the observance of God's 
commandments but also in the exercise 
of his divine counsels and inspirations." 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 

Vatican shares prayer for Benedict XVI's health 
VATICAN CITY (CNA) - The Vatican's news service posted a prayer for the 
health of Benedict XVI on Wednesday, after Pope Francis asked Catholics to 
pray for the "very ill" pope emeritus. At the end of his weekly public audi­
ence on Dec. 28, Pope Francis said:"1 ask to all of you a special prayer for 
the pope emeritus Benedict, who, in silence, is sustaining the Church.""Re­
member him - he is very ill- asking the lord to console him and to sus­
tain him in this testimony of love for the Church until the end." Shortly 
afterward, the Vatican's spokesperson, Matteo Bruni, confirmed that the 
95-year-old Benedict XVI's health had worsened "in recent hours."The 
president of the Italian bishops' conference, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, said 
Wednesday the bishops are praying for Benedict XVI. "At this time of suf­
fering and trial, we gather around the Pope Emeritus,"the cardinal said in 
a Dec. 28 statement."We assure remembrance in prayer in our churches, in 
the knowledge, as he himself had reminded us, that 'no matter how hard 
the trials, difficult the problems, heavy the suffering, we will never fall out 
of the hands of God, those hands that created us, sustain us and accom­
pany us on the journey of existence, because they are guided by an infinite 
and faithful love.'" 

Basilica offers virtual tour of the joyful mysteries 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNA) - The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im­
maculate Conception in Washington, D.c.. is inviting the faithful to take a 
virtual tour of its Joyful Mysteries Chapels in celebration of Christmas. 
"Virtually tour the Joyful Mysteries Chapels, celebrating the jubilance of 
the Messiah's birth and early life!" the basilica announced in a tweet on 
Dec. 25. The five adjacent chapels located in the church sanctuary depict 
the five joyful mysteries of the rosary: The Annunciation, the Visitation, the 
Nativity, the Presentation in the Temple, and the Finding in the Temple. 
Each chapel tells the story of its respective mystery in colorful, glittering 
mosaics, along with a parallel scene from the Old Testament. For those 
who are unable to visit in person, the basilica offers a free immersive vir­
tual tour located on its website. To experience the virtual tour, visit 
https://t.coNQVmyuChgA. 

First known Nativity scene figurines are on display 
ROME (CNA) - The first known Nativity scene figurines are currently on 
display in one of Rome's oldest basilicas. The underground Chapel of the 
Nativity in the Basilica of St. Mary Major - known to Italians as Santa 
Maria Maggiore - once contained at least six marble Nativity statues 
sculpted by Arnolfo di Cambio in the late 13th century. The public can now 
view these Nativity figurines in the Marian basilica's Sistine chapel, located 
to the right of the main altar. The figurines were commissioned in 1292 by 
Pope Nicholas IV, the first Franciscan pope, who was inspired by St. Francis 
of Assisi, the creator of the first living Nativity in Greccio, Italy, in 1223. 
Sante Guido, an art historian and professor at the Pontifical Gregorian Uni­
versity, told EWTN that five of the marble statues in the Nativity scene 
today are original to the 13th century. It is unclear how many figures in 
total made up the Nativity scene commissioned by Nicholas IV, but the 
marble figures that exist today of StJoseph, the three Magi, and a single 
work depicting both a cow and a donkey are part of the original set. 
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CALLED TO SERVE 

Let it snow, let it snow 
There is a scene in the classic 

Christmas show, Rudolph, the 
Red Nosed Reindeer, showing 
the star, Rudolph, with his pow­
erful headlight nose leading the 
reindeer team and Santa 
through the snow-cov­

This storm rivaled that bliz­
zard. 

If you live in the western part 
of the diocese, you know what 
havoc the 2022 winter storm El­
liott wrought. Snow in mUltiple 

feet, not inches, started 
falling Friday, December 
23, and kept falling in 
the region east of Lake 
Ontario and throughout 
Western and Central 
New York to Tuesday, 
December 27. 

snow. 
Many parishes in the jeffer­

son-Lewis Deanery cancelled 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day Masses because of the 
travel bans issued by jurisdic­
tional municipalities. Midnight 
Mass was cancelled at St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Ogdensburg. 

walk with his snowblower a cou­
ple of times over the weekend. 
Otherwise, we just hunkered 
down and "celebrated" Christ­
mas alone. It was nice but eerie. 

The experience helped me un­
derstand the challenges some 
people face who live alone or are 
separated from friends and fam­
ily. We thanked God this Christ­
mas for our health, sufficient 
food and shelter. Less crucial 
but also important, we were 
thankful for uninterrupted elec­
trical service and heat. 

ered earth on Christmas 
night. I've always 
thought it showed an 
unrealistic amount of 
snow, but I wrote that 
off to the imagination of 
the producer. 

Until this past Christ­
mas weekend. 

My wife, Kathy, and I, 
and our daughter Ticia, 

Buffalo got most of the 
national pUblicity. A cou­

Deacon pie of dozen people died 
Kevin Mastellon in Erie County alone be-

are veterans of the 1977 
blizzard. That storm chose a 
weekend to grace us too. We 
filled the time back then as best 
we could occasionally watching 
the windblown snow fall. The 
snow then was falling horizon­
tally. 

cause of the snow and 
temperatures. 

As of this writing, no deaths 
were attributed to the weather 
in our region. The theory is that 
hearty North Country residents 
are used to lots of snow. We can 
deal with it. We respect the 

Parishes took advantage of 
streaming technology, forced on 
us by the pandemic a couple of 
years ago, to make Mass avail­
able to shut ins. In theory, every­
one in this part of the world was 
"shut-in" because of the travel 
ban. Kathy and I watched Bishop 
Terry R. LaValley celebrate Mass 
with Father joseph Morgan and 
Deacon William O'Brien Christ­
mas morning. A camera view 
from the choir loft leads us to 
believe there were not many 
people in attendance at the 8 
a.m. Mass -maybe a dozen. 

A neighbor cleared our front 

Bless all those who gave up 
their Christmas with family to 
protect and defend the rest of 
us against Elliott and who 
knows what else. Happy New 
Year! 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon minis­
ters in Watertown. He is the Di­
rector of Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

Informal poll shows favorite Christmas carols 
By Jonah McKeown 
Catholic News Agency 

For the second year in a 
row, we at CNA con­
ducted an informal poll 
on social media to deter­
mine which Christmas 
carol reigns supreme as 
our readers' favorite. To 
simplify things, the only 
choices we gave you to 
choose from were the top 
12 carols (in the U.S. only, 
sorry) from last Christ­
mas, as determined by 
the music streaming 
service Spotify. 

(I cannot emphasize 
enough how unscientific 
this poll was. Remember, 
it's all just for fun!) 

And so, without further 
ado, the results for 2022 
are as follows: 

This is the second year 
we've done this poll. And 
frankly, I found this 
year's results a bit sur­
prising - but also very 
gratifying. 

For one thing, my per­
sonal favorite carol - "0 
Come All Ye Faithful" -
took the crown this year! 
I love this carol because 
of its beautiful message 
urging us to come before 
our newborn Lord and 
adore him - and also be­
cause, from a lyrical and 
musical standpoint, it 
just really lends itself to 
being belted out on 
Christmas morning at 
Mass. 

Last year, "0 Come All 
Ye Faithful" didn't even 
place in the poll, a fact 
that I bemoaned at the 
time. Again, I strongly as­
sociate both "0 Come All 
Ye Faithful" and "Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing," 
which placed second, 
with Christmas Mass dur­
ing the day. 

The two carols that 
took home third and 
fourth place are both 
mainstays of Christmas 
Midnight Masses, in no 

small part because both 
of them have "night" in 
their name - "Silent 
Night" and "0 Holy 
Night." Those two carols 
took home the gold and 
silver medals last year, 
respectively. 

There were a couple of 
other surprises. Last year, 
the occasionally contro­
versial song "Mary Did 
You Know?" didn't get a 
whole lot of love, finish­
ing dead last. But this 
year, it turned in a much 
better performance, fin­
ishing middle of the 
pack. Also finishing near 
the middle was a carol 
that was not a contender 
last year: "We Three 
Kings." (Arguably an 
Epiphany Carol, but still 
very appropriate for air­
time on Christmas Day.) 

"What Child is This?" 
and "God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen," both origi­
nating from England, fin­
ished middle of the pack 

last year, but this year 
"What Child is This?" fin­
ished last, and "Gentle­
men" exited the poll 
entirely. Not sure what to 
make of that one. 

The American standard 
"0 Little Town of Bethle­
hem" and 'The First 
Noel," also English, fin­
ished near the bottom. 

Here are the full results 
(again, it's not scientific, 
it's just for fun. Merry 
Christmas!): 

• 204 votes for "0 
Come All Ye Faithful" 

189 votes for "Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing" 

• 162 votes for "Silent 
Night" 

• 161 votes for "0 Holy 
Night" 

• 113 votes for "joy to 
the World" 

• 64 votes for "Mary 
Did You Know?" 

• 59 votes for "We 
Three Kings" 

• 55 votes for "Do You 
Hear What I Hear?" 

• 42 votes for 'The First 
Noel" 

• 41 votes for "Little 
Drummer Boy" 

• 40 votes for "What 
Child Is This?" 

• 40 votes for "0 Little 
Town of Bethlehem" 

YlrVlOPt J6/trl (jP(t? 
fh/t '?{;C({;tw/tJ, 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Mary, Mother of God & Epiphany 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 

This feast goes all the 
way back to the 
Council of Eph­
esus in the year 
431 A.D. when 
the Church offi­
cially recognized 
the Divinity of 
Christ and recog­
nized Mary as 
the Theotokos -

all of you, sons of God 
through faith in Christ 
jesus. All baptized in 

Christ, you have 

the Mother of Monsignor 

all clothed your­
selves in Christ, 
and there is no 
more distinction 
between jew and 
Greek, slave and 
free, male and fe­
male, but all of 
you are one in 
Christ jesus ... " 

We are no longer God. Paul E. 
In the first read- Whitmore 

ing we have an 
slaves, but free 
sons. 

ancient blessing 
that jewish fathers gave 
to their children: "The 
Lord bless you and keep 
you! The Lord let His 
face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you 
kindly and give you 
peace." 

This blessing is a wel­
come assertion that we 
dwell always in the pres­
ence of the Holy One, 
that we are attended to 
by God, that all that 
transpires on earth is 
meant to lead to peace, 
graciousness, and kind­
ness. We are meant to be 
a blessing to one an­
other as God has blessed 
us. 

St. Paul's letter to the 
Galatians is the only 
place St. Paul mentions 
Mary, not by name, but 
as "the woman." It really 
concentrates on her 
child, what this child of 
hers has done for the 
world, and for us. "When 
the designated time had 
come, God sent forth his 
Son born of a woman, 
born under the law, to 
deliver from the law 
those who were sub­
jected to is, so that we 
might receive our status 
as adopted sons." 

"Now that that time 
has come, we are no 
longer under that 
guardian, and you are, 

Our relation-
ship with God is now all 
about the intimacy of 
children, and about faith 
and freedom, baptism, 
and belonging to God in 
a closeness that was un­
thinkable before. At 
Christmas and the New 
Year, we must reflect on 
the gift and the blessing 
that God offers us in 
Christ. It is completely 
opposed to violence, 
war, discrimination, na­
tionalism, greed, selfish­
ness, and the 
callousness of human 
beings one to another. 

Today is the Feast of 
Mary, the Mother of God. 
When the Church had 
the courage at the Coun­
cil of Ephesus in 431 to 
declare that Mary is not 
only the Mother of jesus, 
but the Mother of God, 
they are declaring their 
faith in who jesus is -
that jesus is God. Mary 
is the Mother of God by 
God's gracious favor and 
blessing and by Mary's 
obedience to the will of 
God. 

In the Gospel, we find 
Mary and joseph and the 
Infant. Mary doesn't tell 
the shepherds who 
jesus is. The Shepherds 
tell Mary who jesus is. 
They are the first evan­
gelizers, and when they 
go back to their every­
day work, we can imag-

January 1 & January 8 
Solemnity of Mary, the 

Mother of God 
READINGS 

Numbers 6:22-27 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:16-21 

Feast of the Epiphany 
READINGS 

Numbers 6:22-27 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:16-21 

ine how many hundreds 
they must have told that 
same news. 

Mary the woman has 
much to reflect upon, 
much to treasure, and 
much to ponder. jesus is 
the Word of God, made 
flesh of her flesh, and 
born of the Spirit of God 
that quickened in her 
and overshadowed her. 
She brought forth a child 
both God and human. 
The church says that 
anything we say of Mary, 
we also say of ourselves. 
We are to listen to the 
Word of God and let the 
Spirit overshadow us 
and let God's Word take 
flesh in us. We are "to 
bear God to the world." 
Like her, we must hold 
God in our hearts, let the 
child be born there and 
grow to maturity there 
and take over our lives. 

Mary spent her whole 
life pondering all of this 
in her heart. She appears 
again at Pentecost to 
help form the new 
Church. The intimacy 
between jesus and this 
new family of God is 
based on obedience to 
the Word and taking this 
Word into one's heart. 

All of this is worth 
treasuring and ponder­
ing on New Year's Day, 
and in this season. On 
this first day of the year, 
we are invited into the 
practice of contempla-

tion, of treasuring God's 
Word and presence in 
our lives. We are encour­
aged to learn devotion 
and faithfulness from 
Mary, who finds great 
favor with God and gives 
birth to such hope and 
love. 
Feast of the Epiphany 

The word "ephiphany" 
means a sudden burst of 
understanding and 
meaning. Today's feast 
celebrates the revealing 
of jesus' coming for all 
the nations. Isaiah had 
foretold that "all the 
ends of the earth will be­
hold the salvation of our 
God" - that His people 
would eventually be the 
chosen ones. " ... to those 
who did accept Him, he 
gave power to become 
children of God." And 
now, on the Epiphany, 
the light from the skies 
is intensified a hundred, 
a thousand-fold, and the 
prophecy of Isaiah is ful­
filled that "nations shall 
walk by your light, and 
kings by your shining ra­
diance." 

To the amazement of 
all in that region, there 
come foreign camels 
bearing foreign scholars 
- wise men - kings, Cas­
par, Melchior, and 
Balthasar, with gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. What courage 
and perseverance those 
strangers have shown to 
brave the dangers of 
travel, skepticism, and 
political intrigue. But 
they found what they 
were looking for. That 
star gave trustworthy 
guidance and now tri­
umphantly shines as 
guard over the lowly 
dwelling wherein rests 
the child who possesses 
all meaning. They fall to 
their knees in homage, 
for their learning has 
made them humble, and 
their wisdom leads them 

to recognize the Divine 
in the fragile flesh of a 
child. 

What a silent adora­
tion! What loving glances 
they exchange with Mary 
and joseph. 

But for all their simple 
faith, their wisdom is 
sharp enough to detect 
the sham delight and 
murderous intentions of 
the wily Herod. And so, 
they pay their respects, 
leave their gifts , and 
modestly depart for 
their homeland, sorrow­
fully aware of the terri­
ble price justice must 
pay for Peace. 

Their role in history 
has been accomplished -
to teach us all to follow 
the guidance of the 
Almighty, to accept our 
own role as bearers of 
the Light, and to follow 
this Christ into His mis­
sion, to partake of His 
passion, and to join the 
millions through the 
ages who will preach His 
Gospel of universal sal­
vation. 

The Son of God is the 
one judge and arbiter of 
truth and the one source 
of light, but we are all 
called to be "epipha­
nies,"providing glimpses 
of that truth, showing 
the way in our own small 
spots of time and cir­
cumstance to a larger 
plan and destiny. 

Princely Child, make of 
us all wise men and 
courageous women, 
obedient children who 
will follow wherever you 
lead us. That means 
being faithful to prayer, 
diligent in imitating the 
enthusiasm and guid­
ance of Pope Francis in 
sharing with those seek­
ing the Light. This is the 
way for us to be light­
bearers, helping banish 
the darkness and confu­
sion in the world in 
which we live. 
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Extending Christ's 
ministry & Healing 

Christmas should be a season of joy for Christians 
worldwide, particularly for children who are called 
by their name in God's redeeming glory. 

Yet three-year-old Daria in Bucha, Ukraine, will 
have a tough time celebrating after losing the 
warmth of the family home to shelling. 

Seven-year-old Abdi, from northern Ethiopia, will 
struggle to find joy after two years of hunger, a prod­
uct of the severe drought and conflict afflicting his 
country. 

The children of Matagalpa in Nicaragua, where the 
Christian faith is subordinated to the fears and am­
bitions of the powerful, will be afraid of celebrating 
the season with their community during Midnight 
Mass following the arbitrary arrest of the local 
bishop and several priests, 

These stories reflect the reality of children in 1,200 
mission dioceses worldwide, where missionary 
women and men who represent a Church that is 
often incredibly young and materially poor will 
struggle to communicate the true joy of the season, 

Missionaries are not just doing charity throughout 
the world: They are extending Christ's healing and 
His entire ministry to people in dire need of it. They 
are building churches, educating children, and heal­
ing physical and psychological wounds caused by 
war, cruelty, oppression, terror, and despair, They 
are bearing witness to the compassion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I am reaching out to you today to ask you to help 
the children and by praying for them and by adding 
the Christmas Appeal to your donation list. In do­
nating to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
you will be helping the Universal Church make 
Christ present throughout the world, particularly 
where He has been doubted, ignored, and shunned. 

With my prayers for your intentions throughout 
the Christmas Seasons, may God bless your kind 
missionary heart and the love you send into the 
world. 

Gratefully in His mission, 

Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SS] 
Diocesan Director 

II NO R TH e 0 U NT Rye AT H 0 LI e NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Brushton - Aletha "Lea" (Frazier) 
Sabin, 77; Private Services to be held, 

Canton - Sheryl S. (Short) Smith, 76; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 19,2022 
at St. Mary's Church . 

Champlain - Rita Marie Cote Be­
dard, 98; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 
30,2022 at St. Mary's Church; burial 
in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Chazy. 

Champlain - Frances (Bechard) 
Major, 95; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 23, 2022 at St. Mary's Church. 

Constable - Alan Jones, 67; Mass of 
Christian Burial at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church. 

Constableville - Patricia Catherine 
Jackson, 85; Funeral Services Dec. 27, 
2022 at the Mills Funeral Home, 
Boonville; burial in Calvary Cemetery, 
Port Leyden. 

Harrisville - Donald G. Mallette, 74; 
Funeral Services Dec. 27, 2022 at 
Frary Funeral Home; burial in Garri­
son Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Raymond M. McIn­
tyre, 93; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 
19,2022 at St. Agnes Church; burial in 
St. Agnes Cemetery, 

Lowville - Anna R. (Schindler) 
Hirschey, 96; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 22, 2022 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial in Glendale Cemetery. 

Lowville - Mary"Ann" (Burkhard) 
Hornig, 92; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 30, 2022 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial in St.Stephen's Cemetery, 
Croghan. 

Lowville - Harold R. Reape, 84; 
Services in the spring; burial in Old 
Glendale Cemetery. 

Malone - Carla (Pecore) Amyotte, 
61 ; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 23, 
2022 at Notre Dame Church; burial in 
St.john Bosco Cemetery. 

Malone - Kenneth CCring,81 ; Mass 
of Christian Burial Jan. 6, 2022 at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery, 

Malone - Donald Williams, 78; Fu­
neral Services Dec. 29, 2022 at Frary 
Funeral Home. 

Malone - Marjorie (Hinman) Perry, 
97; Graveside Services in the spring 
at St.john Bosco Cemetery. 

Massena - Helen I. (Smutz) 
Kennedy, 96; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 22,2022 at St.Mary's Church, 

Massena - Kay Francis (Rush) 
Kirkey, 73; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 21,2022 at St.Mary's Church. 

North Bangor - Gloria B. Charland, 
77; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 30, 
2022 at St. Augustine's Church. 

Ogdensburg - Diane Frances 
(Skelly) Perretta, 54; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Dec. 31,2022 at St. Mary's 
Cathedral. 

Peru - Charles Joseph Fournier, 58; 
Funeral Services Dec. 21,2022 at the 
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in St. 
Matthews Cemetery, Black Brook. 

Plattsburgh - Jacqueline M. (Flem­
ing) Luck, 86; Mass of Christian Burial 

Dec. 29, 2022 at St.john's Church; 
burial in Mount Carmel Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Gerald 'lonny' Snide, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 28, 
2022 at St. Peter's Church; burial in St. 
Peter's Cemetery, 

Potsdam - Franziska Bronicki,96; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 28, 2022 
at St. Mary's Church; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Saranac Lake - Richard ESayles, 
69; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 20, 
2022 at st. Bernard's Church; burial in 
St.john's Catholic Cemetery, Lake 
Clear. 

St. Regis Falls - Dorothy M. Jan­
drew, 96; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 28, 2022 at St. Ann's Church. 

Tupper Lake - Craig William Bow­
man, 75; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 
3,2023 at St. Alphonsus Church , 

Watertown - Elizabeth "Betty" J. 
(Altmire) Gerstenschlager, 88; Mass 
of Christian Burial Dec. 22, 2022 at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart; burial 
in North Watertown Cemetery. 

Watertown - Sean P. Lyng, 45; Serv­
ices to be held at a later date. 

Watertown - Francis E. Scovel, 65; 
Funeral Services Dec. 31, 2022 at the 
Reed & Benoit Funeral Home; burial 
in North Watertown Cemetery. 

Willsboro - Richard Paul Smith,80; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec.19, 2022 
at St. Philip of Jesus Church. 
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SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE FOR CHRISTMAS 

Volunteers with St. Peter's Outreach, part of St. Peter's Parish in Massena, used St.Joseph's Church, an oratory, to distribute Christmas gifts and meals to families in need in the greater 
Massena area on December 14 and 1 S. Over 300 households were served. 

Looking back at 2022 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

for the 74th annual New 
York State Knights of 
Columbus Pilgrimage. At 
this year's event, partici­
pants honored the mem­
ory of longtime 
pilgrimage organizer Bill 
"The Colonel" Ose, who 
died in April. 

• Aug. 10 - Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan of the 
Archdiocese of New York 
was the principal cele­
brant for the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg's 150th An­
niversary Mass, held on 
the Feast of St. Lawrence 
at St. Mary's Cathedral. 
Cardinal Dolan was 
joined in celebrating the 
Mass by Bishop LaValley, 
priests of the diocese, as 
well as former bishops of 
the diocese and bishops 
from around the state 
and Canada, including 
Bishop Douglas J. Lucia, 
Diocese of Syracuse and 
originally a priest from 
the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg, Bishop Robert J. 
Cunningham, bishop 

emeritus of Syracuse and 
former bishop of Og­
densburg, Bishop Paul S. 
Loverde, bishop emeritus 
of Arlington and former 
bishop of Ogdensburg, 
Bishop Gerald M. Barbar­
ito, bishop of Palm Beach 
and former bishop of Og­
densburg, Bishop Robert 
J. Brennan, bishop of 
Brooklyn, Archbishop 
Michael Mulhall, arch­
bishop of Kingston, and 
Archbishop Marcel 
Damphousse, archbishop 
of Ottawa-Cornwall, 
Bishop Noel Simard, 
bishop of Valleyfield. 

• Aug. 13 - Father Rol­
land A. Hart died in 
Williston, Vermont, 
where he had been resid­
ing. He was 85. 

• Aug. 14 - Deacon 
Lawrence "Larry" Morse 
died at Gouverneur Hos­
pital. He was 76. 

• Aug. 16 - Deacon 
james Carlin became ex­
ecutive director of North 
Country Mission of Hope, 
replacing the organiza­
tion's longtime director 

and founder, Sister Deb­
bie Blow, who stepped 
down for health reasons. 

• Sept. 2-4 - Rachel' 
Vineyard, an after-abor­
tion healing program, re­
turned to the diocese 
after a two-year pause 
caused by the pandemic. 

• Sept. 11 - Bishop 
Terry R. LaValley cele­
brated the Marriage & 
Consecrated Life jubilee 
Mass at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral. 

• Sept. 11 - Sister 
Ronald Marie Hax, a Sis­
ter of St. joseph, died at 
age 74. 

• Sept. 16 - Bishop 
Terry R. LaValley served 
as the grand marshall of 
the Peru Applefest Pa­
rade. 

• Sept. 23 St. 
Bernard's School in 
Saranac Lake was pre­
sented with a New York 
State Assembly Procla­
mation to commemorate 
the school's centennial 
anniversary. 

• Sept. 25 - Bishop 
LaValley celebrated the 

Blue Mass, honoring and 
praying for those who 
serve in law enforce­
ment, corrections, EMS 
and fire departments at 
St. Mary's in Clayton. 

• Oct. 2 - Lifechains, 
peaceful, prayerfull 
protests, were held in 
Plattsburgh, Potsdam and 
Saranac Lake to kick off 
Respect Life Month. 

• Oct. 14 - After a two­
year hiatus due to 
COVID, the annual Super­
intendent's Day, a gather­
ing of Catholic school 
teachers and administra­
tors, returned. The 2022 
event was held in Lake 
Placid. 

• Oct. 23 - St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Ogdensburg 
celebrates its 70th an­
niversary. 

• Nov. 2 - Catholic 
Charities holds its Caritas 
Dinner for the first time 
since 2019. The event 
honored Catholic Chari­
ties staff; Caritas Award 
winners Annette Dame of 
Malone and the Loaves 
and Fishes Program run 

by St. Peter, St. Mary and 
St. Hedwig churches; 
Legacy Award winners 
Christian Gratto, Maria 
Tartaglia and Sharon 
Nebbia; and President's 
Award winner Michael 
Tooley. 

• Nov. 13 - Diocesan 
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools Sister 
Ellen Rose Coughlin, a 
Sister of St. joseph, was 
awarded the Lighting the 
Fire for Catholic Educa­
tion award from the 
Catholic School Adminis­
trators Association of 
New York. 

• Nov. 19 - Msgr. 
joseph G. Aubin died at 
CVPH in Plattsburgh. He 
was 94. 

• Nov. 26 - Sister Ce­
cilia Marie Hermann, a 
Sister of St. joseph. She 
was 80. 

• Nov. 30 - Deacon El­
liot Shaw of Ticonderoga 
died at the age of 82. 

• Dec. 21 - Bishop 
LaValley officially re­
leased the Diocese of Og­
densburg's synod report. 


