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U.S. bishops prepare for 
N oventber plenary session 

By Joe Bukuras 
Catholic News Agency 

All of the u.s. bishops will descend 
upon Baltimore next month for their 
2023 Fall Plenary Assembly in which 
they will be voting on several new com­
mittee chairmen and offering updates 
on conference initiatives such as their 
National Eucharistic Revival. 

At the gathering, which takes place 
Nov. 13-16, they will also be voting on 
items such as updates and materials 
related to the bishops' guidance on po­
litical responsibility ahead of the presi­
dential election in November 2024. 

The meeting comes shortly following 
the close of the first October session of 
the universal Church's Synod on Syn­
odality in Rome, which is part of the 
culmination of a four-phase process 
aimed at refocusing "our gaze on God" 
and being "a Church that looks merci­
fully at humanity," as Pope Francis put 
it earlier this month. 

The U.S. bishops' assembly takes 
place amid the second year of the Eu­
charistic revival, which they launched 
in 2022 in part to respond to a Pew 
Research poll that indicated that only 
one-third of adult Catholics in the U.S. 
believe in the Church's teaching on the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Just last month, a new study chal­
lenged some of the findings in the Pew 
report demonstrating that almost two­
thirds of U.S. adult Catholics believe in 
the real presence of Jesus in the Eucha­
rist. 

Regardless, both studies suggest 
that a significant number of U.S. Cath­
olics don't believe in the Real Pres­
ence, which the Church teaches is the 
"source and summit" of the Catholic 
faith. 
The agenda 

Papal Nuncio to the United States 
Cardinal Christophe Pierre will address 
the assembly to begin the conference, 
followed by comments from the USC­
CB's preSident, Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Mili­
tary Services, USA. 

Following the return of 14 of the 
bishops from Rome after partaking in 
the Synod on Synodality's first October 
session, an update on the process will 
take place at the assembly. 

An update will also be given on the 
bishops' National Eucharistic Revival, 
which is in its "Year of Parish Revival" 

aimed at building devotion to the Eu­
charist within American parishes. 

That update will also include infor­
mation about the revival's National Eu­
charistic Congress, which will be held 
July 17-21, 2024, and is expected to 
draw 80,000 Catholics to Lucas Oil Sta­
dium, home to the Indianapolis Colts. 

The revival announced 17 speakers 
in July to be featured at the congress, 
which includes the popular face of As­
cension Presents and host of the hit 
"Bible in a Year" podcast Father Mike 
Schmitz; founder of the media apos­
tolate Word on Fire, Winona-Rochester 
Bishop Robert Barron; and Sister Beth­
any Madonna of the Sisters of Life, an 
order dedicated to pro-life ministry 
and Eucharistic prayer. 

The assembly will also offer an up­
date on the bishops' recently created 
Institute on the Catechism, which will 
have just launched days prior to the 
start of the meeting. 

The institute, which falls under the 
USCCB's Secretariat for Evangelization 
and Catechesis, will focus on finding 
new ways to promote and teach cat­
echesis on local levels in consultation 
with the bishops, dioceses, Catholic 
publishers, and catechetical consul­
tants. 

Also on the agenda is the bishops' 
new mental health campaign aimed at 
destigmatizing mental health strug­
gles and advocate for those suffering 
with mental illness. 

The National Catholic Mental Health 
Campaign, launched by Bishop Barron 
and Archbishop Borys Gudziak of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, began on World Mental 
Health Day, Oct. 10, with a nine-day 
novena of prayers. 

Also at the assembly, the bishops 
will hold a consultation session on 
the cause of beatification and canon­
ization of Servant of God Isaac Thom­
as Hecker. Hecker, the son of German 
immigrants who was born in New York 
City, founded the Missionary Society 
of St. Paul the Apostle, known as the 
Paulist Fathers, in 1858 to evangelize 
in the United States. He was named a 
Servant of God in 2008. 

A consultation will also be held sup­
porting the Bishops' Conference of En­
gland and Wales, which is petitioning 
the Vatican to name the 19th-century 
cardinal St. John Henry Newman a doc­
tor of the Church. 
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Catholics in 
Gaza take refuge 
in parish church 

By Suhail Lawand 
Catholic News Agency 

As the fighting between Hamas and the Israeli army 
continues in the Holy Land, the Catholic Church in 
Gaza is doing everything in its power to alleviate the 
burden of war on its affected members. 

The bloodshed and displacement have not spared 
the civilians in Gaza, who have borne the brunt of the 
raging war in a region that has not known safety and 
stability for about 75 years. 

In an exclusive conversation with ACI MENA, CNA's 
Arabic-language news partner, Nisreen Antoun, Holy 
Family parish's project manager, revealed that there 
are 20 homes of Christian civilians that were complete­
ly destroyed as a result of Israeli bombing as well as 
homes that were partially damaged. 

Holy Family Church is the only Roman Catholic par­
ish in the Gaza Strip and is located in the northern part 
of Gaza City. Israel's military had ordered the Pales­
tinian civilians to evacuate south last week, but the 
church today still has several hundred people taking 
refuge in its buildings. 

Antoun said the number of Christian refugees 
coming to the church to date is estimated to be ap­
proximately 500 people in addition to others resid­
ing in the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Porphyrius. 

"We opened the halls and rooms in the church 
and school," he said. "We supplied the displaced 
with mattresses, pillows, and covers. We also pro­
vide them water, food, and personal hygiene items." 

Antoun also pointed out several difficulties the 
church is facing. 

"We suffer from power outages, with difficulty se­
curing diesel for the power generator," he said. "In 
addition to difficulty in bathing, as water is almost 
cut off and the number of people we have is large. 
Also, the mattresses are not enough for everyone 
to sleep. Additionally, we have a problem related to 
food supplies, as it is not easy to find them, espe­
cially bread. Currently, only four bakeries are op­
erating in Gaza, and some medicines have become 
missing from pharmacies." 

Antoun continued: "The city of Gaza has been 
completely destroyed; however, no Christian has 
been martyred to this hour. The church is also un­
harmed and has not been subjected to any damage, 
but no one knows what will happen in the coming 
days." 

Despite the siege and the harshness of war, the 
church continues to open its doors to worshippers 
daily, fulfilling its spiritual duties toward them. 
Amid the images of sorrow and death, the church 
witnessed joy and a new spiritual birth last Sunday 
during the baptism of baby Daniel Alaa Shaheen. 

In the evenings, believers recite prayers by can­
dlelight due to the power outages. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
You are invited to take part in a 
Friendship Group that will provide 
you with dynamic reading and 
personalized formation to grow in 
holiness with others online. 

Date: Nov. 16 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Zoom 

Features Father Mike Warren, 
OMV will talk with us about the 
book "Praying with St. Augustine" 
by Sara Park McLaughlin and 
answer your questions. For years, 
there have been no books of St. 
Augustine's prayers available. 
Finally, in this treasure trove, you 
will find select prayers from his 
works - some of the most potent 
prayers ever composed. As you 
read the innermost thoughts of 
the greatest Church Father, you 
will be transported in time and 
learn how to pray with the heart 
of a saint. As you pray with St. 
Augustine, be prepared to be 
blessed! 

Contact: To sign up, visit 
https://mailchi.mp/sophiainsti­
tute/friendship-groups. The book 
is on sale at www.sophiainstitute. 
com. For more information, please 
contact Mary Beth Bracy at mbra­
cy@sophiainstitute.com 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Lake Placid - St. Agnes School 
to have their Annual Christmas 
Bazaar and Craft Fair. 

Date: Dec. 2 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Features: Our annual Christ-

mas Bazaar is a great way to kick 
off the Christmas season. You can 
get trees, wreaths, poinsettias, 
toys, gifts, crafts, baked goods, 
raffle items, silent auction items 
and so much more. Vendor space 
is available. 

Contact: For more information 
please call 518-523-371 or email 
info@sta~ nesl~.or~. 
iilihu!iMti:L;jijli;Wi~ln' 
HEALING MISSION 
West Chazy - St. Jospeh's Church 
will be hold a Healing Mission 
conducted by Paul Rymniak. 

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: Msgr.Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adults, $10; Child, $10 
Features: Take-outs available, 

please bring your own container. 
Contact: For more information 

call Sarah at the parish center, 
315-782-1190 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville -A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Date: Nov.5 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL 
Items must be received in the NCC offi ce by the Wednesday before publication. DINNER 

t--:D:-at~e::':': O::-C::':'t.::-:30~,3::-:1'::a:':"::nd'::':N::":0'::::v. ':'::1 ::::..:::.:~c.::c':':'o':'::st:::::~$1~5~~~~~---1 Evans Mills - The Indian River 

Time: 7 p.m. each evening Features: Turkey dinner with Council 7471 Knights ofColum-
Features: Confession will be all the trimming. Dine in or take- bus will be having a spaghetti & 

available. All are welcome. Heal- out available. meatball dinner. 
ing is not just for the physically Contact: For more information Date: Nov.11 
impaired. Mental and Emotional call 518-563-0730 Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
stress can take a heavy tol. Come Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
and experience the Lord. CRAFT FAIR Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Contact: For more information, Chazy - Sacred Heart Church to Children 12 and under, $5; under 
call 518-493-4521 or email west- have their Fabulous Fall Craft Fair. 5, Free 
chazypa@rcony.org Date: Nov.11 Contact: For more information 

Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. call 315-629-4678 
HOLIDAY FAIR 
Brushton - St. Augustine and St. 
Mary's to have their 2nd Annual 
Holiday Fair. 

Date: NovA 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Features: A large selection of 

vendors will be present selling 
gifts, decor, baked goods, home­
made donuts. A chance auction 
and much more. Adirondack BBQ 
will be there for breakfast and 
lunch. A great chance to do some 
Christmas shopping. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Dianne Russell 518-529-
7474 or Gayla Lapage 518-483-
5014 

HARVEST DINNER 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish to 
have a Harvest Dinner. 

Date: Nov.5 
Time: 12 p.m. to 4 
Place: Holy Cross Parish Center 

(4917 S.Catherine St.) 

Place: Sacred Heart Parish Cen­
ter 

Features: Great craft festival 
with a variety of vendors. Hot 
lunches, baked items, silent auc­
tion. Free Admission. 

Contact: For more info contact 
Sharon Nephew 518-578-2666. 

HARVEST DINNER 
Morrisonville - St. Alexander's 
to have a Take-out only Turkey 
Harvest Dinner. 

Date: Nov.12 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Cost: $14 
Features: Curb side pick up at 

the church or delivery within 10 
minutes. Raffles and Bake shop 
will be available at the door. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Altar 
and Rosary will have a spaghetti 
dinner. 

Date: OCt. 26 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held to benefit Augustinian 
Academy. 

Date: Nov. 12 
Time: 8 a.m. to Noon 
Place: St. James Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; 

Children under 10, $4; Family of 4 
or more, $27 

Features: Event is sponsored 
by the Carthage K of C and Ave 
Maria Circle. 

FALL FUNDRAISER 
Copenhagen - St. Mary's Church 
to have their Fall Fundraiser 
Raffle. 

Date: Drawing to be held Nov. 
19 

Cost: Tickets are $10 each or 6 
for $50 

Features: Prizes to be won 
are one $500 Cash, Quilt ($300 
Value), Afghan ($100 Value), Gift 
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Card Tree ($400 Value), Bird House 
($250 Value), Folding Picnic Table 
($100 Value), Lottery Tree ($100 
Value), Bear Carving Table ($250 
Value), Fire Pit ($200 Value), $250 
Gift Certificate Lucky Leaf Beef, 
Hand Carved Welcome Sign, ($100 
Value), Fall Basket ($100 Value), 
Christmas Basket ($100 Value). 
Must be 18 or older to purchase. 

Contact: For tickets make 
checks payable to St. Mary's 
Church and mail to: Mary Jane 
Fleming, PO Box 103, Copenhagen, 
NY 136260r Marcia Mundy, PO Box 
_ har n, NY 13626 

'-'uMMI'. 
CATHOLIC PARENTING 
Potsdam - A series of workshops 
from the Franciscan University 
Catecheticallnstitute to be held 
on Catholic Parenting. 

Date: First Sunday of the 
month from Oct. to April 

Place: St. Mary's Rectory, sec-
0nd floor 

Features: Attend all or only 
those that interest you. Child care 
can be provided. Event is free. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-
6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation­
stp@gmail.com 

FISH FRY 
Ogdensburg - Fish Fry is back at 
the Knights of Columbus. 

Date: Oct. 20 and 27, Nov. 3, 10 
and 17 

Cost: Single Serve, $13; All you 
can eat, $16 

Features: Dinner choices in­
clude fried haddock, mac and 
cheese, french fries, chicken nug­
gets, coleslaw, potato and roll. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
Star Lake - St. Hubert's Church to 
have a Holiday Bazaar. 

Date: NovA 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Features: Handcrafted items, 

gift baskets, silent auctions, wine 
tasting and gingerbread house 
contest. 

PARISH BAZAAR 
Massena - St. Peter's Parish to 
have a bazaar. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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'The Chosen' season 4 to play in theaters 
By Francesca Pollio Fenton 
Catholic News Agency 

For the first time, the 
full season of the hit 
Christian series "The 
Chosen" will be shown 
exclusively in theaters 
before its release on 
streaming services. 

The announcement 
was made in front of 
more than 3,500 fans 
gathered at the first-ev­
er "The Chosen Insiders 
Conference," which was 
held in Dallas on Oct. 
14-15. 

The rollout of Season 
Four in theaters will be­
gin with a two-week run 
of episodes 1-3 on Feb. 
1,2024. 

Episodes 4-6 will fol­
low beginning Feb. 15, 
and episodes 7-8 be­
ginning Feb. 29. 

The season will be 
distributed by Fathom 
Events in the U.S. and 
Canada. 

After the full-season 
run in theaters con­
cludes, the fourth sea­
son will debut across 
streaming platforms in­
cluding the Chosen app 
as well as broadcast 
and cable TV. 

Last year, viewers 
were given the oppor­
tunity to watch the pre­
miere and finale of Sea­
son Three in theaters. 

The premiere epi­
sodes will also be re­
leased in theaters in 
Latin America, the Unit­
ed Kingdom, Poland, 

Australia, and New Zea­
land through various 
distributors. 

"Every time we've 
dipped our toes in the 
theatrical waters, view­
ers have overwhelm­
ingly told us they want 
more," Dallas Jenkins, 
the creator and director 
of "The Chosen," said 
in a press release. 

"After seeing the Sea­
son Four episodes, we 
knew we'd be doing our 
fans a disservice if we 
denied them the chance 
to see them all on a big 
screen with others they 
can laugh and cry with." 

Ray Nutt, CEO of Fath­
om Events, added: "We 
are thrilled to collab­
orate again with 'The 
Chosen' team to bring 
fans the entire fourth 
season to cinemas be­
fore it is available else­
where. It is a testament 
to the big screen's pow­
er to unite people and 
have them share in this 
communal experience." 

A newly debuted 
trailer for Season Four 
depicts various bibli­
cal scenes including 
John the Baptist being 
walked to his execution 

BUICK ' PONTIAC. ~';i~c:. @II=O-III 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over 56 years!" 

For more info rmat ion, v isit our W ebsite 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY • (315) 265-8800 

as well as a depiction of 
Mary Magdalene peer­
ing into an empty tomb. 

Originally begun as a 
crowdfunded project, 
"The Chosen" is one 
of the most-watched 
shows in the world. It 

has reached more than 
600 million combined 
episode views and has 
more than 10 million 
followers on social me­
dia. 

most-translated series 
in history, according to 
its creators. The first 
three seasons will soon 
be available in 50 lan­
guages with plans to 
subtitle in more than 
600. 

It is also on its 
way to becoming the 

Now is the 
perfect time 
to volunteer. 
With everything that has happened in our community 

this year, it is more important than ever for volunteers 

to stand up and support their friends and neighbors. 

When join ing RSVP, not only are you helping your 

community, but you're joining a family who cares as 

much as you. 

The RSVP Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps 
Seniors, a federally funded agency responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting. 

Upcoming opportunities 
There are so many ways you can help your community out that you might 

not even know about!Here are some examples of what you can do! 

00 
~ m ~ t©~ ~ 

Bea Give a Help at Give a Meals On 
Friend Ride School Meal Wheels 

Check on friends, Drive your Volunteer at local Support the Donate your time 

share a meal, help neighbors to their elementary schools, local food pantry to your local Meals 

around the house, appointments, to tutor students, or be by shopping, on Wheels program 
go for a walk or just pick up prescriptions a mentor to those in organ zing, cooking, and prepare or 
stop by to catch up. or to the store. need. or anything else. deliver meals. 

Not only do you get the benefit of feeling amazing after helping someone, RSVP will help pay some 

of your mileage ( .56 cents/mile) and honor your efforts at a yearly recognition event 

Opportunities available in Franklin and Hamilton County 
Want more info about how to get started? 

Hamilton and Franklin County: 

Melissa Howard 
518-359-7688 

mhoward@cathcharities,org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 
PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

Clinton and Essex County: 
Kate Gardner 
518-566-0944 

kgardner@cathcharities.org 

a Catholic 
Charities 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Answering tough questions 
If someone were to your God, with all your 

suddenly ask you, "Do heart, and with all your 
you love God?", you soul, and with all your 
would probably reply strength." Even today, a 
immediately, pious Jew, as he 
"Of course I love enters his house, 
God." If that per- will touch a little 
son persisted box called a me-
with a greater zuzah which con-
challenge, "Do tains the words 
you love God. .. of the Shema that 
enough?", then is attached to the 
you might hesi- door post. The 
tate, then reply, '-____ ....J gesture reminds 
"Well ... no. Who Monsignor Paul him of the great 
does?" E.Whitmore commandment. 

The lawyer We as Christians 
in today's Gos- are bound to that 
pel was quite satisfied same law. So, no won­
when, in answer to the der any honest person 
test question he gave would reply to the per­
Jesus, "Teacher, which son who asked if we love 
commandment in the God enough, "No ... who 
Law is the greatest?" does?" 
Jesus quoted the great But Jesus went fur­
Shema from Deuter- ther by naming a second 
onomy, "Hear, 0 Isra- commandment which 
el, the Lord is our God, is, like the first, the law 
the Lord alone! There- from Leviticus, "You 
fore, you shall love the shall love your neighbor 
Lord alone! Therefore, as yourself." When Je­
you shall love the Lord, sus tells the lawyer, "On 

October 29 

Thirtieth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Exodus 22:20-26 

1 Thessalonians 1 :Sc -10 
Matthew 22: 34-40 

these two command­
ments depend the whole 
law and the prophets," 
the lawyer approves. So, 
we have, in a nutshell, 
what God's will is for us. 
It is love! And we cannot 
really love God without 
loving our neighbor. 

How do we grow in 
love for God? We grow 
in His love by loving 
Him and our neighbor. 
In that same first read­
ing, God tells the Israel­
ites who their neighbor 
must especially include 
- the alien, the widow 
and the poor. And God 
tells them that He al­
ways hears the cry of 
the poor, for he is com­
passionate. Our recent 

CALLED TO SERVE 

Holy Father, Pope Bene­
dict, tells us in his book, 
Jesus of Nazareth, that 
God's compassion is like 
a mother's love for the 
child of her womb. 

Not loving God as we 
should is a sincere con­
cern for most people. 
What a relief to know 
that if we look at just 
about everyone as our 
neighbor, we actually 
grow immensely in our 
love for God. If we're 
honest, we all have some 
difficulty recogruzmg 
other people as neigh­
bors and to trying to 
respond to them as God 
does - with true com­
passion. Perhaps if we 
could actually look into 
the faces of everyone 
to whom we give mon­
ey or clothing or help, 
it would make a differ­
ence. If we could see 
where they live, what 
their fears and dreams 
are, it would help us to 
see them as neighbors. 

If we could recognize 
the face of God in the 
immigrant, the poor, 
the hungry family, the 
sick man, or the woman 
without insurance, then 
we would find it easi­
er to feel compassion. 
Numbers and labels 
don't really help. 

As a postscript, we 
know how much ten­
sion and stress there 
is in our country at the 
present time. As a result 
of the coronavirus and 
the financial downturn, 
many of our neighbors 
are in serious need. If we 
can be sensitive to their 
needs, even in small 
ways, it will help us cope 
with our own anxieties 
and stress. Add frequent 
prayer, and reading and 
reflecting on Scripture, 
including the psalms. 
Then we would come 
much closer to loving 
God with our whole 
heart, our whole soul, 
and our whole strength. 

A not-so-typical council meeting 
Remember the catch 

phrase "A mind is a ter­
rible thing to waste"? 

When I was a kid that 
slogan resonated with 
me. It told me not to 
waste my time on friv­
olous things. Apparent­
ly, geometry fell into 
the frivolous category. 
At least I rationalized it 
that way. 

Check the internet 
for "a mind is a terrible 
thing to waste" these 
days, and the phrase is 
called iconic. It was, and 
is, the motto of the Unit­
ed Negro College Fund, 
UNCF. 

Take the search a bit 
deeper and we find 
the Fund is still going 
strong, has raised more 
than $ 5 billion since its 

founding in 1944 and 
has helped half a mil­
lion black kids contin­
ue their education and 
become leaders in their 
fields. "A mind is a ter­
rible thing to waste" is 
such a dominant motto, 
it is trademarked by the 
UNCF. 

Advertising folks 
spend hours upon 
hours trying to come up 
with slogans that will 
grab the attention of the 
consumer. Like "where's 
the beef?" or the UNCF 
motto. 

All this flashed 
through my mind at a 
Parish Council meeting 
recently. Seriously. 

The pastor led us in an 
opening prayer for the 
meeting that included 

the phrase "let the same erything. 
mind be in us that was I was getting a head-
in Christ Jesus." ache just considering 

I was stunned by the the thought. 
thought of my Father asked 
mind being one .-----:=-- ---, me a question 
with Jesus. about adult faith 

The meeting formation, and I 
went on without think I gave him 
me while I med- and the Council 
itated on the what they were 
petition "let the looking for, but I 
same mind be must admit, I was 
in (me) that was still in some oth-
in Christ Jesus." er place thinking 
That's when the Deacon about me having 
UNCF phrase in- Kevin Mastellon the mind of Je-
terrupted my sus. 
thinking. Then it dawned 

But, I rationalized, Je- on me. Maybe the prayer 
sus is God. God knows was not literally seek­
everything. This will ing a brain transplant 
sound simplistic, but for me. Perhaps it was 
there is not enough head asking the Holy Spirit 
space in me to know ev- to give me the wisdom 

to act prudently, gen­
erously, lovingly as we, 
yes, we considered the 
important matters that 
come before us and all 
parish councils. 

"Let your Spirit make 
our hearts docile to the 
challenge of your Word, 
and let the same mind 
be in us that was in 
Christ Jesus." 

That's a petition we 
can all take with us in 
everything we do. 

Back to the agenda. 
The Christmas Mass 
schedule is next. Oh 
boy! 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the OBITUARIES 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. Carthage - David Lyle Simser, 

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

Update front 
Ecuador 

Below you will find an update on the Lenity Proj­
ect's work in Quito, Ecuador. Lenity Project is one of 
the organizations supported by the yearly Mission­
ary Cooperative Appeal 
From the desk of Madre Miguel. 

Dear Folks, Events here in Ecuador and across the 
world sometimes leave us searching for something 
to be happy about. Fortunately, the families at The 
Working Families Foundation cheer us up. They 
keep coming and bringing others into the embrace 
of our lOving community. The little kids look long­
ingly at the can with the lollipops in it when they 
perform well at Mass or prayers. The teenagers wel­
come and befriend new volunteers who come along 
to help us. The moms and dads know that they can 
bring all their concerns to the social directors and 
doctors, where they will find a listening ear and 
heart. 

65; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 
21,2023 at Stjames Church; buri­
al in Hillside Cemetery, Natural 
Bridge. 

Clayton - Edward J."Ted" Gosier, 
Jr., 70; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 1,2024 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Clayton - Vivan (Christophel) 
Wills, 79; Mass of Christian Burial 
at St. Mary's Church; burial in St. 
John's Cemetery, LaFargevilie. 

Colton - R. Charles McCarthy, 82; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 27, 
2023 at St. Patrick's Church; burial 
in St. Patrick's Cemetery. 

Gabriels - Robert P. O'Neil, 93; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 17, 
2023 at Church of the Assump­
tion; burial in St. Paul's Cemetery, 
Bloomingdale. 

Lowville - Evelyn (Filko) Bauer, 

90; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 
18,2023 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial in Brantingham Cemetery. 

Massena - Edward J. Ouimet, 
92; Funeral Services Oct. 21, 2023 
at the Donaldson Funeral Home; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Moira - Claude J. Lecompte; 
Funeral Services Oct. 14, 2023 at 
the Flint Funeral Home; burial in 
St. Joseph's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Joseph Albert 
McCarthy, 78; Mass of Christian 
Burial Oct. 19,2023 at Notre Dame 
Church; burial in Notre Dame 
Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Keith B. Premo, 
46; Graveside services Oct. 19, 
2023. 

Peru - Donald B. Craig, 79; Mass 
of Christian Burial Oc1.21, 2023 at 
St. Augustine's Church; burial in St. 
John's Cemetery, Keeseville. 
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Plattsburgh - Carol Patricia (Gi­
rard) Brown, 85; Mass of Christian 
Burial Oct. 30, 2023 at St. Peter's 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Robert M. 
Duquette, 87; Funeral Services 
Oct. 20,2023 at the Brown 
Funeral Home; burial in St. Peter's 
Cemetery. 

Rossie - Leo Rastley, 86; Mass of 
Christian Burial Oct. 17,2023 at 
St. Patrick's Church; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery. 

Watertown - Carol L. De­
sormeau MacGregor, 73; Graveside 
services Oct. 20, 2023 at North 
Watertown Cemetery. 

Watertown - Margaret Eliza­
beth "Mardie"Young, 54; Mass 
of Christian Burial Oct. 19,2023 
at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

We, who have been blessed in being able to be 
here for them, trust in the Providence of God to 
help us guide them toward a future in which they 
can become agents of their own lives and salva­
tion. We thank God for all of you and your part in 
making that possible. And we ask you to join us in 
prayer for our world, and for all of those in need. 

Around the diocese 
Gratefully, Madre Miguel, BVM and the WFF fam­

ilies. 
STANDING UP FOR JUSTICE 

Rocio Fraga has been part of our movement since 
she was a young girl. She studied many of the tech­
nical skills we offered in her younger years. But her 
biggest takeaway from her Center experience is her 
sense of "justice for the poor." So, when Rocio re­
cently found herself volunteering for an organiza­
tion that serves "older adults" and observed that 
the staff was dishonest in their use of the money 
given to them for the project, and that their treat­
ment of the participants lacked warmth and human 
interest, Rocio called them out. 

When they refused to listen to her observations, 
Rocio was forced to withdraw from service and seek 
to establish her own program. True to her Center 
formation, Rocio decided to trust God to help her 
re-create what she had been doing for them. Within 
less than a month, thirty "older folks" had joined 
her program. Rocio does activities with them, lis­
tens to them, advocates for them and, in general, 
helps them to realize that they still matter. We're 
proud to know that all our teaching about justice 
and caring for others has the effect it has in the 
Quito community. Congratulations, Rocio. 

Date: Nov.ll 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Win $2500 in Big 

Money Raffle. Fried dough as well 
as other great food from the con­
cession all day! Ticket Central, Tur­
key Raffles, Pull Tabs, 50150, Skilo, 
Quilt Raffle, Country Store, Cake 
Walk, Children's Activities and reli­
gious Items. Free admission. 

Contact: For more information 
call St Peter's Parish Office 315-
769-2469 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 

monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Nov. 12 
Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

ANDREWS DINNERS 
Come and join Bishop LaValley to 
learn more about being a priest. 
Any man of high school age and 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more ~ 

IJ Find us on Facebook! ~ 

above is welcome to attend the 
Andrew Dinner sponsored by 
the Vocation Office. Parents are 
welcome to attend. 
Dates: Jefferson-Lewis Deanery, 
Oc1.29 at Stjames Parish Hall, 
Carthage 

Time: The program begins at 
5 pm followed by Holy Hour and 
dinner with Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley,and area pastors and priests. 

Contact: If you are interested 
in attending, speak to your pastor 
and register at https:llwWWJcdo­
ny.org/andrewdinners. 

Yirlfl(}ftt A/la PJnt? 
§:oft o/{;catw/b). 
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RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

r 
solidarity 

to be courageously pro-woman, promoting a choice that truly protects, 

accompanies and supports women and their children 

This page has been graciously supported by the fOllowing parishes? organizations & individuals: 

• Norman and Kathleen Bechard 
• Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bisnett 
• Elizabeth L. Buffett 
• Deacon James and Beth Carlin 
• Lawrence and Theresa Crowe 
• Department of Education 
• Jeremiah & Victoria Donahue 
• Fr. Francis Flynn 
• Immaculate Heart Central 
• Barbara LaBombard 
• Kathleen Lauzo, Nurse Practitioner 
• Bernie and Mary Ellen Martin 

(Proud Adoptive Parents) 
• Mark and Bev McGrath 
• Fr. Joseph Morgan 
• Natural Family Planning Office 
• Fr. Jude Nnadibuagha 
• Notre Dame Church, Ogdensburg 
• Fr. Kevin O'Brien 
• Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, 

Watertown 
• Dr. Carolyn Pierce and Family 
• Jack and Marlene Planty 

• Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 

• Deacon Thomas Proulx 
• Dan and Cindy Santerre 
• Fr. Jim Shurtleff 
• Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood 
• Sisters of Charity of St. Louis 
• Sisters of Mercy, Lake Placid 
• Sisters of St. Joseph 
• Sisters of St. Joseph Social Justice 

Committee 
• Deacon Bernard Slate 
• Deacon Randy and Karen Smith 
• St. Francis Solanus Church, Harrisville 
• St. Hubert's Church, Star Lake 
• St. James Church, Gouverneur 
• St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg 
• St. Peter's Parish, Massena 
• Ss. Philip and James Church, Lisbon 
• St. Raphael's Church, Heuvelton 
• Vocations Office 
• Wayne and Barbara Williams 

In honor of daughter Stephanie 

PRAYER FOR 

RADICAL SOLIDARITY 

o Blessed Mother, at the angel's word you went 
in haste to the aid of your cousin Elizabeth. 
Although pregnant yourself, you placed her 
needs before your own. 

By your example of radical solidarity, teach us 
to reverence and protect those in need, without 
conditions or expectations. Ask your Son to 
give us unfailing determination to witness to 
the profound dignity of every person, at every 
stage and in every circumstance. 

In that first Eucharistic procession, you carried 
Jesus to Elizabeth in her time of need. Obtain 
for us the grace to bring Christ to any expectant 
mother who is alone and afraid. 

May our support help them to find hope and 
strength in the Lord. Amen. 

We invite you to visit the 
DIOCESAN RESPECT LIFE OFFICE 

website at: www.rcdony.org/pro-life 

More information can be found at respectlife.org and usccb.org/prolife 


