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VIRTUAL EVENTS

ZOOM PRIESTHOOD
DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man
who is hearing the Lord’s call to
the Priesthood? Consider joining
others virtually who are listening
and seeking to respond.

Dates: Nov.12, Dec.3,Jan.28

Time:4p.m.to5

Place: Zoom

Features: High school age men
and older are invited to join fellow
discerners and Father Howard
Venette to discuss this vocation.

Contact: You must register in
order to attend, please go to www.
rcdony.org/priesthooddiscern-
ment

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS

You are invited to take partin a
Friendship Group that will provide
you with dynamic reading and
personalized formation to grow in
holiness with others online.

Date: Nov. 16

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom
Features Father Mike Warren, OMV
will talk with us about the book
“Praying with St. Augustine” by
Sara Park McLaughlin and answer
your questions. In this treasure
trove, you will find select prayers
from his works — some of the
most potent prayers ever com-
posed. St. Augustine taught that
prayer makes you ready to receive
God’s blessings. As you pray with
St. Augustine, be prepared to be
blessed!

Contact: To sign up, visit:
https://mailchi.mp/sophiainsti-
tute/friendship-groups. The book
is on sale at www.sophiainstitute.
com. For more information, please
contact Mary Beth Bracy at mbra-
cy@sophiainstitute.com

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Lake Placid — St.Agnes School
to have their Annual Christmas
Bazaar and Craft Fair.
Date: Dec.2
Time: 9a.m.to2 p.m.
Features: Our annual Christ-
mas Bazaar is a great way to kick

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

off the Christmas season. You can
get trees, wreaths, poinsettias,
toys, gifts, crafts, baked goods,
raffle items, silent auction items
and so much more. Vendor space
is available.

Contact: For more information
please call 518-523-371 or email
info@stagneslp.org.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Lyon Mountain — Spaghetti and
meatball dinner to be held.
Date: Nov. 18
Time:3p.m.to6
Place: Lyon Mountain Ameri-
can Legion
Cost: Adults, $10; Children un-
der12,$10
Features: Dine in or take out
Contact: 518-735-9998

MICHIGAN DINNER
Peru - St. Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus Council 7273 is serving
a take-out-only michigan dinner.

Date: Nov. 18

Time: 4p.m.to6

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(Center

Cost: Two Michigan’s, $10; One
Michigan, $7 (also includes baked
beans, chips, drinks and dessert)

Features: Proceeds will help
the knights donate to local organi-
zations and charitable programs.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

DRIVE THRU SPAGHETTI
DINNER
Lyons Falls — There will be a drive
thru spaghetti dinner held.

Date: Nov. 14

Time: 4:30 p.m.t0 6

Place: St. John’s Church

Cost: $11

Features: Dinners consist of
spaghetti, meatballs and sau-
sage, tossed salad, Italian bread,
and dessert. This dinner is for the
upcoming Salvation Army Kettle
Campaign for this year. The mon-
ies stay in Lewis County! Proceeds
totally go to the Salvation Army.

Contact: The day of the dinner
please call the church hall at 315-
348-6599. Deliveries are available!
Any questions, contact Christine
Chaufty at 315-766-6897.

FALL DANCE
Glenfield — Fall dance to be held.

Date: Nov.18

Time: 7 p.m.to 10

Place: The Fire Hall

Cost: 55

Features: Music featuring the
Patti Stanford Band. There will be
basket raffles, chance raffles and
much more! Proceeds to St.John's
and St. Martins Catholic Church,
Lyons falls and Port Leyden.

FALL FUNDRAISER
Copenhagen — St.Mary’s Church
to have their Fall Fundraiser
Raffle.

Date: Drawing to be held Nov.
19

Cost: Tickets are $10 each or 6
for $50

Features: Prizes to be won
are one $500 Cash, Quilt (5300
Value), Afghan (5100 Value), Gift
(ard Tree (5400 Value), Bird House
($250 Value), Folding Picnic Table
($100 Value), Lottery Tree (5100
Value), Bear Carving Table (5250
Value), Fire Pit (5200 Value), $250
Gift Certificate Lucky Leaf Beef,
Hand Carved Welcome Sign, (5100
Value), Fall Basket (5100 Value),
Christmas Basket ($100 Value).
Must be 18 years or older to pur-
chase.

Contact: For tickets make
checks payable to St. Mary’s
Church and mail to: Mary Jane
Fleming, PO Box 103, Copenhagen,
NY 13626 or Marcia Mundy, PO Box
303, Copenhagen, NY 13626

CHRISTMAS
COMMUNITY TABLE
Clayton — Stop into St.Mary’s
Parish center for the Christmas
Community Table.

Date: Dec.2

Time: 10:30 a.m.to 1 p.m.

Cost: $10

Features: Enjoy over 50 de-
licious dishes — everything from
appetizers to desserts. Part of the
Christmas in Clayton weekend
with many venues in the village
hosting events.

Contact: For more information,
contact St. Mary’s parish office at
315-686-3398.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville - A Holy Hour of
Adoration with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be observed the first
Sunday of the month.
Date: Dec.3
Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River

NOVEMBER 15,2023

Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: Dec.9

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5, Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

ST.LAWRENCE

CATHOLIC PARENTING
Potsdam — A series of workshops
from the Franciscan University
(atechetical Institute to be held
on Catholic Parenting.

Date: First Sunday of the
month from Oct. to April

Place: St. Mary’s Rectory, sec-
ond floor

Features: Attend all or only
those that interest you. Child care
can be provided. Event s free.

Contact: For more information
contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-
6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation-
stp@gmail.com

FISH FRY
Ogdensburg — Fish Fry Din-
ners are back at the Knights of
Columbus.

Date: Nov.17

Cost: Single Serve, $13; All you
caneat,$16

Features: Dinner choices in-
clude fried haddock, mac and
cheese, french fries, chicken nug-
gets, baked haddock (30 minutes),
coleslaw, baked potato and roll.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Dec. 10 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add 93;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Pope Francis to release autobiography

By Courtney Mares
(atholic News Agency

Pope Francis will publish an
autobiography next year in
which he recounts memories
of historical events from the
outbreak of World War II to the
collapse of the Twin Towers on
Sept. 11, 2001.

HarperCollins Publishers an-
nounced Tuesday that it will
publish the pope’s book, “Life,
My Story Through History,” in
the spring of 2024 in the U.S,,
Europe, and Latin America.

“In this book we tell a story,
the story of my life, through
the most important and dra-
matic events that humanity
has experienced over the past
80 vyears,” Pope Francis said
in a statement released by the

publisher on Nov. 7.

“This book was written so
that people, especially younger
people, can listen to the voice
of an elderly person and reflect
on what our planet has experi-
enced, so as not to repeat the
mistakes of the past.”

The book was co-written
by Vatican journalist Fabio
Marchese Ragona, who inter-
viewed Pope Francis for Italian
television specials in 2021 and
2022 and recently published a
book in Italian about exorcists
featuring anecdotes from the
pope.

According to HarperCol-
lins, the book will feature the
pope’s recollections of the
start of World War II, the Nazi
campaign to exterminate the
Jews, the atomic bombing of

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
collapse of the Twin Towers,
the great economic recession
of 2008, the resignation of Ben-
edict XVI, and the COVID-19
pandemic.

Born in 1936 in Argentina,
Pope Francis was only 2 years
old when Nazi Germany invad-
ed Poland, launching World
War II, and 8 years old when
the atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The Jesuit archbishop of
Buenos Aires was made a car-
dinal by Pope John Paul II in
February 2001, just months
before the Sept. 11 attacks,
and served as president of the
Argentine bishops’ conference
in 2008. He was 76 years old
when he was elected pope fol-
lowing the historic resignation

of Benedict XVI.

The pope’s book, which is
not classified as a memoir, will
also touch on current glob-
al issues, including abortion,
racial discrimination, climate
change, atomic weapons, war,
and social inequalities.

Pope Francis has authored
numerous books, including a
book-length interview with a
Spanish missionary titled “The
Strength of Vocation” in 2018,
“Let Us Dream: The Path to a
Better Future” in 2020, and an
interview with an Italian psy-
chologist called “Fear as a Gift”
in 2023.

The pope’s first book, “The
Name of God is Mercy: A Con-
versation with Andrea Torniel-
li,” became a New York Times
bestseller in 2016.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
BINGO
Canton — The Knights of Colum-
bus will be holding BINGO.

Date: Nov.13,20 and 27

Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m.,
First call at 7 p.m.

Place: 30 Miner Street

Cost: Admission is $5 at the
door

FALL BAZAAR
Waddington — St.Mary’s Family
Circle Fall Festival and Bazaar to
be held.

Date: Nov.18

Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Features: There will be a craft-
ers/vendors, silent auction, bake
sale, and lunch will be available
as well. Contact: For more infor-
mation, contact the parish at 315-
388-4466

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: Dec.2

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church
to have first Saturday Rosary
Devotion.

Date: Dec.2

Time: 3:15p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima.
Confessions will be available. Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — Men's prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.

Date: Dec.2

Time: 9a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

TRIVIA NIGHT
(Canton — St.Mary’s to have a
Trivia Night for those 21 years and
older.

Date: Dec.9

Time: Doors open at 5:30 p.m.,
Triva starts at 6 p.m.

Place: Parish Center

Cost: $20 per person, includes
two alcoholic beverages, pizza,
popcorn & chips. Non-alcoholic
beverages included.

Features: Childcare will be
provided. Teams of 4-6 Players,
Single players welcome and will
be placed with a team. Door prizes
and grand prize!

Contact: (all 315-386-2543 or
visit  www.cantoncatholics.com/
trivia

MEAL DRIVERS NEEDED

The St.Lawrence County Office for
the Aging is seeking drivers for
home delivered meals in Brasher
Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur,
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots-
dam and Star Lake.

Features: These drivers deliv-
er hot, nutritious meals to older
adults. Many are homebound and
receive a lunchtime meal Monday
through Friday. Drivers receive a
mileage reimbursement. Ddeliv-
eries take place between 9:30 and
11:30 a.m.Routes can be between

one hour and two hours.Volunteer
one day a week or several.

Contact: Contact Danielle Du-
rant at 315-386-4730.

HOLY HOUR
Canton — Holy Hour for Vocations
to be held.

Date: Every Tuesday

Time: 4:10 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Holy hour followed
by Mass at 5:15 p.m. and confes-
sions at 5:45 p.m.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
(anton — Rosary for life to be
held.

Date: Every Sunday

Time: 4:25 p.m. preceding the
5 p.m.evening Mass

Place: St.Mary’s Church

ADORATION
Norwood — St.Andrew’s Church
to offer Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament every Friday.

Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass un-
til Noon

Features: Sign up is not need-
ed.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ADVENT MYSTERY PLAYERS
The Advent Mystery Players to
perform.

Schedule: Nov. 26, 2 p.m. at
Summit Village in Watertown; Dec.
3,6 p.m. at St. Mary’s in Potsdam;
Dec.10,6 p.m.at St.James in Gou-
verneur; Dec. 17,7:15 p.m. at Holy
Family Church, Watertown.

B

{”MONASTERY CARD SHOP<;
Cards for All Occasions

Mass ‘Enrollments for your living ¢ deceased loved ones.
Precious Blood Monastery

OPEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM

400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN
315-788-1669

www.sisterspreciousblood.org

P!
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Many of you will re-
member the song from
the musical Godspell,
“We plough the
fields and scat-

ter.”
The refrain
goes like this:

“All good gifts
around us, Are |
sent from heav-
en above, So
thank the Lord,
O thank the Lord
for all His love.
I really want to
thank you, Lord!”

Stephen Scwartz re-
ally “lifted it” from an
old German hymn. But

Monsignor Paul
E.Whitmore

_ SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS
Sharing our talents

how appropriate for
this Sunday’s readings,
which really warn us to
use well the gifts
God has given
us, for the time
is short before
God will demand
an  accounting
from us.

In the Gospel
story about the
king who goes
on a long jour-
ney, then comes
back suddenly,
Jesus invites the
Apostles to reflect on
their own lives in terms
of the *“talents” they

November 19

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20,30-31
1Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

have each received.

It’s clear that he has
given them to each in
accordance with their
own abilities. In the sto-
ry, two of the servants
promptly go out and
double their value, while
one, out of fear and ti-
midity, just buries his
one talent without any

attempt to use it well.
The moral is obvious: if
we don’t use God’s gifts
and share them, we will
be punished at the end
of our lives.

Why must we be so
industrious and gener-
ous with God’s gifts?
Because, as followers
of Jesus, we cannot just
live for our own selfish
enjoyment, for we are
“children of the light”
meant to spread the
Good News and help
others to also live in the
light.

It's clear from St.
Paul’s preaching to the

NOVEMBER 15,2023

Thessalonians that no
one knows just when
the world will end, but
the Lord’s second com-
ing is inevitable, and
it will come suddenly,
without warning.

It’s a good Sunday to
ask ourselves, “If the
Lord should come to-
day, how ready am I to
“turn in my chips” and
give an accounting of
my life? Will the Lord be
pleased with how I have
increased the gifts of
light and grace He has
given me? How gener-
ous have I been in shar-
ing my light?

“If anyone comes to
me without hating his
father and mother, wife
and children, brothers
and sisters, and even
his own life, he cannot
be my disciple. Whoever
does not carry his own
cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.”

I was looking for in-
spiration for this week’s
column and this selec-
tion from Luke’s Gospel
appeared as the reading
for Mass on the day I am
writing.

Perhaps if I keep look-
ing.

Happy

It is the day after the
annual elections. One
not-so-bright result was
in Ohio where voters ap-
proved a ballot measure
to amend the state con-
stitution to establish a
right to abortion.

Another downer.

My wife suggested I
write about the failure
of people to understand
the nature of life and the
tragedy of abortion.

It was a good sugges-
tion, but my reaction
was to stay away from
that topic for now.

Perhaps peace among

| 2023-2024 Diocesan Directories now available! |

2023-204

Diocese of

Ogdensburg 3
\

The Official 2023-2024
Directory of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg includes detailed
information about parishes,
schools and other Catholic

CALLED TO SERVE

nations is the way I
should go? °

Wikipedia, an online
encyclopedia, keeps
track of on-going dis-
agreements be-
tween nations and
people. It lists

seven major wars
in the world to-
day. To qualify
for major war sta-
tus, the “conflict”
must have caused
10,000 or more
deaths in the cur-
rent or past year.
The Isra-
el-Hamas war
qualifies. So do the
Ukranian-Russian  war
and wars we hear less
about in Myanmar, pre-
viously known as Burma,
the Mexican drug war,
Maghreb, Ethiopia, and

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

Thanksgiving

Sudan. Those three on
the African continent.
Those are big fights.

There are fifteen less-
er wars. That means
they have not
reached the
10,000-death
plateau. A sim-
ilar body count
criteria is used
to qualify 22
conflicts as mi-
nor and 13 as
skirmishes  or
clashes.

Peace in the
world has not
come in at least
57 cases accord-
ing to Wikipedia.

I have been in a good
mood all day. All these
topics are starting to
drag me down. They
might be having the

Directory

‘The Roman Catholic Diocese of
‘Northern New York

organizations.

Order online at
www.northcountrycatholic.org
or call our office at
315-608-7556
to order yours today!

$15.00
each

i il e

Z m»mn /*
REVOLUTION & BUICK VPONTIAC Ll

“Family owned dealership serwng the
North Country for over 56 years!”

For more information, visit our Website
at: www.barstowmotors.com

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY < (315) 265-8800
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same impact on you too,
friend.

My gut feeling is to
make believe all those
things do not exist. “I
can't like them,” as a
friend is known to say.

But they are real. Je-
sus’ admonition in that
gospel passage I quoted
is on point. We will have
to suffer to fully under-
stand God, his mercy,
his love.

The inspiration for
this column came from a
note in the Ordo we cler-
gy use in this diocese.
The Ordo is the order
of prayer in the Liturgy
of the Hours and Cele-
bration of the Eucharist
for each day. The note
is in the directions for
the Thirty-third Sunday
in Ordinary Time, No-
vember 19. It suggests
we use the days before
Thanksgiving in the USA
to find ways to be chari-
table to others, to praise
God through acts of
penance and to pray for
economic justice in the
world.

I would add peace.

That’s what I will write
about this week.

Happy Thanksgiving.
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296

mbrett@rcdony.org

‘Missionary Seed’

Holy Childhood Association is the former name of
the Missionary Childhood Association and is still used
in some countries.

“Missionary Seed” is the name of the representa-
tion of the children of the Missionary Childhood of
Slovakia who visited the International Secretariat
of the Pontifical Society of the Holy Childhood and
Fides Agency. The occasion was the initiative “Chil-
dren meet the Pope,” in which the delegation took
part on the afternoon of November 6 with the Holy
Father, together with 6,000 people of the same age
from 84 countries.

Liliana, Paulina, Bianka, Anton, Tomas, Annamaria,
Karolina and Matej, who come from the small village
of Zazriva and are between 10 and 14 years old, ex-
pressed gratitude for the upcoming meeting with
Pope Francis.

“It was a great feeling for each of them to know
that they will take part in this event,” Martin Farbak,
who accompanied the group together with Lucia Fe-
dorova, told Fides. “The emotions increased when we
got on the plane to travel to Rome, since none of
them had ever flown before.”

“The children and young people from the village
of Zazriva are the 114th group of the ‘Missionary
Seed’ initiative of Saint Thérese of Lisieux, which is
part of the project we launched on May 22, 2022,
and which now number more than 500 missionary
groups throughout Slovakia,” they explained. Some
of the children shared what they would like to say to
Pope Francis.

Bianka, for example, wants to help create a bet-
ter world and solve the environmental crisis, also
through information and exchange with other chil-
dren. Karolina said that they would all try together
to do their best to change the state of the planet and
are very happy to have been chosen among the 500
missionary groups and to have met Fides Agency ed-
itorial team. Annamaria added that they continue to
pray in a chain with other children for the sick, the
poor and all those in need around the world.

“Prayer keeps us all connected,” she said.

“The Society of the Holy Childhood has a long his-
tory in our country,” concluded Farbak. “It existed
since the 1930s together with the Pontifical Mission
Societies in Slovakia. Unfortunately, the Pontifical
Missionary Societies had to be closed after 1948 with
the beginning of communism in Czechoslovakia. Af-
ter the 1989 revolution, Cardinal Jozef Tomko, then
Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples, refounded the Pontifical Mission Societies in
Slovakia together with the Society of the Holy Child-
hood, and we have never stopped since then.”

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies.

WE SYARETHEBURDEN
Supporting vocations

By Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ
Diocesan Vocations Coordinator

“Cast your burden on the Lord, and
He will sustain you.” (Ps. 55:22).

Are not the people of God of the North
Country experiencing the burdens of
the world these days with problems of
the economy, unemployment, health-
care costs and housing costs? And yet,
have not the people of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg been blessed with a strong
faith community of people in parishes
who see the needs of the helpless, the
poor, the sick, the marginal, the refu-
gee, the migrant workers, and so on, to
help carry and share the many burdens
that arise? Over and over, the people
of the Diocese have always been there
to ... “Share the Burden” by supporting
the annual Bishop’s Fund Appeal.

The Vocations Office benefits direct-
ly from the Bishop’s Fund, especially
in the formation and education of our
seminarians. We are deeply grateful for
the generous support to the Bishop’s
Fund so that the Vocation Office can
continue its mission of “promoting the
culture of vocations,” one of the dioce-
san goals for the future of the Church.

The Church of Ogdensburg is blessed
with the recent ordination of Father Lu-
kas Gruber and Deacons Carter Pierce
and Douglas Schirmer. These two dea-
cons will be ordained as priests next
year, God willing, and will continue
their studies at Mount St. Mary’s Semi-
nary, Emmitsburg, Maryland until then.
The other five seminarians’ formation
will be at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary,
Pontifical College Josephinum in Co-
lumbus, Ohio and St. Vincent Seminary
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. All of them
have expressed their deep gratitude for
the support of the Bishop’s Fund. Each
of them has shared their summer as-
signment in the parishes and said how
these experiences have strengthened
their call to priesthood. They depend
on the support of your prayer and sup-
port of the Bishop’s Fund to continue
their studies.

Father Christopher Carrara, director
of Vocations and Father Matthew Con-
ger, assistant director of Vocations,
have revived Andrews’ Dinners around
the diocese. These were held in Morri-
sonville, Tupper Lake, Norfolk and Car-
thage on four Sundays in October, to
guide young men, high school age, and
beyond to listen to the vocation stories
of Bishop Terry R. LaValley and the
priests in their area, who shared their
experiences of their relationship with

Jesus, their listening to the whisper-
ings of the Holy Spirit, and why they re-
sponded to the call of priesthood. They
will also share how important daily
prayer is to deepen their relationship
with Jesus as they continue to guide
the people with their burdens that
weigh them down as well as the many
joys that lift them up. Participants also
heard from parents of seminarians.

Father Conger and I traveled to
specific areas of the diocese to offer
Middle School Retreats and visit the
schools and catechetical centers. Our
conversation with the students were in-
tended to make them aware that they
are called to holiness and to have and
to experience a deep relationship with
Jesus, and that Jesus wants a deep re-
lationship with each one of them. They
were encouraged to hear and to listen
attentively how Jesus might be asking
them to know, love, and serve God’s
people as a priest, deacon, consecrated
religious, married man and woman or
as a single person. To be in relationship
with Jesus is to be “the hands and feet
of Jesus,” that is, to be a Christ-bearer
to help carry the burdens of life. A spe-
cial emphasis was given to experience
prayer within the family that nurtures
and builds strong family life.

“The family that prays together stays
together.” It is the deep prayer of family
that enables family members, especial-
ly youth, to experience and strengthen
the bonds of love within the family and
with the Lord.

God calls each of us to Himself and
to be with Him forever. This is His de-
sire and dream - that we become like
Him in a particular path of life toward
wholeness and holiness. Each vocation
has its own special role to play in the
Church, not only to become holy but
also to help others on their journeys to-
wards God. The surest way to strength-
en vocations is to pray. Each parish is
encouraged to have a Holy Hour to pray
for vocations, especially to the priest-
hood, so that priests can provide the
sacraments to the People of God and to
share the burden by helping them on
their way home to God. Many parish-
es already have Holy Hours. It has been
shown that all vocations have been
strengthened by providing a Holy Hour,
but especially vocations to priesthood.

Jesus desires that we come to Him
when we are burdened. He will help us
carry the burden. He will also give us
the grace to walk with those we min-
ister to and to acknowledge that “We
Share the Burden.”
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Advent prepares us for Christmas

By Stephen Tartaglia
Diocesan director of Family Life

The other day some-
one asked me when I
thought it was too early
to start decorating for
Christmas.

My answer, “Any time
before December 24th

came as a surprise.
When I got married
and started having
children, my wife and
I decided to celebrate
Advent and Christmas
very intentionally. It
seemed to us that Ad-
vent was largely ig-
nored by society and

deal of the value, mean-
ing and importance of
Christmas was lost by
society.

In a similar way, a
great deal of the val-
ue, meaning and im-
portance of marriage
is also lost by a soci-
ety in the grips of the

is too early,” probably
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or more than 50 years, the Catholic Campaign for
FHum:m Development (CCHD) has supported orga-

nizations that combat poverty and improve the
lives of people in communities across the United States.
Not only do CCHD-funded organizations advocate
with civic, business, and community religious leaders
to improve access to affordable housing, job and edu-
cational opportunities, and rights for immigrants—they
also respond quickly to urgent needs when communities
experience emergencies.

An effective response to natural disasters begins with
effective planning before disasters occur. In New Orleans
and surrounding areas in southern Louisiana, CCHD is
helping Together New Orleans develop a project called
Community Lighthouse, which will equip 85 congrega-
tions and community organizations with commercial-
scale solar power and backup battery storage. This effort
will form a network of response centers ready to serve
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communities in a hurricane or other natural disaster
once the solar power equipment is completely installed.
By using solar power and backup batteries, the response
centers can continue operating in the event of power
loss—but they will also be using clean, renewable energy
rather than fossil fuels that contribute to climate change
and pollution.

When you support CCHD, you help local communi-
ties across the country innovate and work together to
solve their own unique challenges. Twenty-five percent
of your contribution stays in your diocese to support the
organizations addressing your community’s needs for
housing, jobs, and educational opportunities—and for
keeping the lights on during a storm.

To learn more about the collection for the CCHD and
the way CCHD upholds the moral and social teachings of
the Catholic Church, visit www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.
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sexual revolution and

the “hookup culture.”
Hooking up is roughly
equivalent to the “one-
night stand.” The term
describes the brief
sexual interaction be-
tween two peo-
ple looking for
pleasurable ex-
periences with
one another
with no time

the fact that we are en-
countering Jesus is re-
ally missing the point.
Likewise, we are re-
minded during Advent
that Jesus is called “Em-
manuel,” which
means God with
us. To celebrate
Christmas with-
out giving any
thought to the

spent getting to fact that we
know one an- are celebrating
other, no real “Christ with us”
relationship, no is really missing
commitment StephenTartaglia, the point.
of mind and Diocesan director Just as a cou-
heart and no of FamilyLife ple prepares
self-giving love. for the celebra-
It is utilitarian, tion of the sac-
hedonistic and idola- rament of matrimony,
trous. the Church, the bride
Contrast that pic- of Christ, should ob-

ture with the man and
woman pursuing the
sacrament of matri-
mony. Their mutu-
al attraction has in-
spired them to spend
time together learning
about each other more
deeply. As their love
grows, so does their
commitment. They get
engaged and have a pe-
riod of joyful anticipa-
tion while they prepare
for the time when God
will permanently bond
them to each other.

As a result of their
self-giving love comes
the possibility of wel-
coming new life and
the development of a
family.

All the sacraments, in-
cluding matrimony, are
encounters with Christ
in which we experience
Him in concrete ways.
Jesus is truly with us
in the sacraments, and
we need to take time to
prepare ourselves for
those encounters.

To receive a sac-
rament without any
preparation, without

giving any thought to

serve Advent as a time
of preparation for the
celebration of Christ-
mas.

When we get engaged,
we decorate the bride-
to-be with the engage-
ment ring, letting the
world know she is pre-
paring for marriage.
But we don’t put on the
wedding rings until the
day of the wedding.

Metaphorically, Ad-
vent is the time for
the engagement ring.
Christmas is the time
for the wedding rings.
So, decorate for and
observe Advent in
preparation for the cel-
ebration of Christmas,
which begins on De-
cember 25th.

This year Advent
begins on December
3. Advent is a great
way for children to
be brought into these
beautiful mysteries of
our faith in age-appro-
priate ways. To learn
more about how to ob-
serve Advent well as a
family, go to https://
www.rcdony.org/fami-
ly-life/advent.html



