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Father Thor iritual fatherhood 
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gious life. With his help, 
and through that read­
ing and learning, I found 
a lot of confirmation of 
the call that I had heard 
in prayer, and so contin­
ued forward in my dis­
cernment. 

"My discernment of 
where God was calling 
me to be a priest was a 
bit messy. I visited with 
my diocese, but felt pret­
ty strongly that God was 
calling me to communi­
ty life. I visited a num­
ber of communities, but 
none of them really felt 
like the right fit at the 
time. This even included 
the Oblates of the Virgin 
Mary. I ended up begin­
ning formation with the 
Pittsburgh Oratory of St. 
Philip Neri, where I had 
found a spiritual home. 
That community had 
played a large role in 
my initial formation as 
a Catholic, and St. Phil­
ip was a great blessing 
to me. However, I found 
pretty quickly that I 
wasn't a good fit with the 
community. After about 
a year and a half of try­
ing to make it work, the 
community actually ap­
proached me and asked 
me to withdraw. They 
said, 'We think you could 
make a good priest and 
maybe even a good re­
ligious somewhere, but 
it's not here.' So, I with­
drew from that commu­
nity, and had to go back 
to the drawing board. 

"This was really tough, 
and I spent a lot of time 
wondering if I had com­
pletely blown it. But in 
prayer and conversa­
tions with my spiritual 
director and some good 
friends, the Oblates of 
the Virgin Mary started 
coming up. In particular, 
there was a line from one 
of the letters written by 
the founder, Venerable 
Bruno Lanteri, that kept 
cOming to mind. This 
was definitely a Holy 
Spirit moment, because 

Father Leland Thorpe, a priest with the Oblates of the Virgin Mary, 
blesses the throat of a child on the Feast of st. Blaise. 

I didn't even know that I 
remembered it, but it re­
ally spoke to my heart at 
the time and continues 
to. In a letter to a nun 
who was really struggling 
with discouragement in 
her vocation, he wrote, 
'I recommend that you 
renew more than ever 
and very often that holy 
presumption that seeks 
grace from the Lord to 
attain the holiness you 
would have attained had 
you always been faithful 
to his grace.' In my own 
place of discouragement 
and shame, those words 
- and other writings of 
Father Lanteri - brought 
new hope to my discern­
ment. 

Inspired by that, I went 
to visit the Oblates of 
the Virgin Mary again, 
and this time I felt right 
at home. It took a good 
bit of discernment, and 
some important conver­
sations between them 
and the Pittsburgh Or­
atory, but ultimately I 
ended up starting for­
mation with the Oblates 
in 2014, and finished 
my seminary studies in 
2022. 

North Country 
connections 

"My parents moved 
to the North Country 
in 2012, when my dad 
accepted a position 
at Clarkson Universi­
ty, where he continues 
to work today," Father 
Thorpe explained. "I vis­
ited them in Potsdam a 
few times, and enjoyed 
those visits. In early 
2014, I moved into my 
parents' house and start­
ed thinking of Potsdam 
as home. I was really 
fortunate to get to know 
the people at St. Mary's 
and St. Patrick's. They 
were such a blessing to 
me! My experience of the 
church, as an adult con­
vert through the cathe­
dral, was a little unusual. 
I hadn't ever really ex­
perienced parish life. So 
the chance to spend time 
at St. Mary's and St. Pat­
rick's, through multiple 
seasons, was a real joy. 

"During the first few 
years of the formation 
program of the Oblates 
of the Virgin Mary, we 
send our men home for 
vacations including 
during the long summer 

break. So I spent most of 
three summers, as well 
as several Christmas­
es, in Potsdam and with 
the people of St. Mary's 
and St. Patrick's. Getting 
to know the goodness 
of people in the North 
Country and the joys of 
life in a small town were 
really good for me, and a 
source of great encour­
agement and healing in 
my discernment process 
really helped me along 
the way. 

"I had the great joy of 
making it back to Pots­
dam this summer, about 
eleven months after my 
ordination to the priest­
hood. It was such a joy 
and blessing to concel­
ebrate a Sunday Mass at 
St. Mary's with many of 
the people and families 
who had been so encour­
aging to me along the 
way!" 
Challenges & joys 

"Spiritual fatherhood 
is real," emphasized Fa­
ther Thorpe. "One of the 
surprise graces of ordi­
nation was experiencing 
a fundamental shift in 
my heart to really feel 
and experience the grace 
of fatherhood flowing 
through me, especially 
while preaching and ad­
ministering the sacra­
ments. This has provided 
Simultaneously some of 
the greatest challenges 
and the greatest joys of 
being a priest. 

"Fatherhood, whether 
spiritual or natural, is a 
path to perfection - and 
so it can be extremely 
demanding. Nothing in 
seminary prepared me 
for the extent of the de­
mands on a spiritual fa­
ther's time there can be. 
But at the same time, 
those have also provid­
ed some of the greatest 
joys, and the greatest 
opportunities to marvel 
at God's providence. A 
hospital call comes in 
the middle of an already 
full day, and the bless­
ing of bringing the sac-

raments to God's people 
not only outweighs the 
cost by any measure, but 
also spills over into ev­
erything else and ends 
up making the rest of 
the day work better than 
I could have planned." 
Model of Inspiration 

The founder of the Ob­
lates of the Virgin Mary 
remains an inspiration 
to Father Thorpe in his 
priesthood. "Venera­
ble Bruno Lanteri was a 
priest in Northern Italy 
in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries. Inspired 
by the Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
he helped to lead a re­
newal of the faith in his 
region by giving parish 
missions, helping peo­
ple to appreciate the full 
richness of the Catholic 
faith and to encounter 
the great mercy of God. 
One of his frequent say­
ings really expresses this 
well: 'If I shall fall, even 
were it a thousand times, 
I will not lose courage. 
I will not be troubled, 
but say immediately and 
with peace, 'Nunc Coepi -
Now I begin.' He was con­
stantly calling people to 
'begin again,' with great 
confidence in God's mer­
cy. A group of priests 
formed around him to 
help with this work, and 
that became the kernel 
of the congregation. 

The OMVs are now in 
10 countries. 

"Within the United 
States we have four par­
ishes, two retreat hous­
es, two chapels, and 
a special ministry for 
training spiritual direc­
tors in Denver, said Fa­
ther Thorpe. "A good 
number of us also serve 
as faculty or spiritual 
directors in seminar­
ies. You can learn more 
about us online at www. 
omvusa.org. You can 
also access some of our 
founder's writings there 
and submit requests for 
prayers through his in­
tercession." 



8 DIOCESAN LIFE NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
NOVEMBER 8,2023 

VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK 

Consecrated virgin: 'Everything is grace' 
By Mary Beth Bracy, prayed about for sev- of the world." This voca- a painting of St. Isaac ers. As I lay prostrate on 
consecrated virgin eral months also began tion and mission are im- Jogues. Underneath the the church floor during 
Contributing Writer Friendship Groups. mense gifts. "Everything painting, text read "The my consecration and the 

Before I became a con­
secrated virgin, I saw an 
interview Cardinal Ray­
mond Leo Burke - former 
moderator of the U.S. As­
sociation of Consecrated 
Virgins - gave about the 
vocation. Asked "What 
difference would the 
Consecration make in 
my life if I already have 
a promise of perpetual 
virginity?," he simply re­
plied: "Grace." 

At the time, I scratched 
my head at the brevity of 
his answer. However, hav­
ing recently celebrated 
my six-month anniversa­
ry as a consecrated virgin 
in the world, I better un­
derstand the wisdom of 
the reply, also an echo of 
my patroness st. Therese 
of Lisieux's words: "Ev­
erything is grace. " 

Those who know me 
would probably say I am 
a reserved person, so 
"going out into the deep" 
(Luke 5:4) in a public vo­
cation was a big plunge. 
For instance, before be­
coming a consecrated 
virgin, if I was asked to 
do an interview I would 
pray about and plan out 
my responses in detail in 
advance and ask trusted 
loved ones to look at my 
answers. Shortly after 
becoming a consecrat­
ed virgin, I began acting 
as a spokesperson for 
the book I Would Like to 
Travel the World, written 
by Bishop Guy Gaucher. 
By God's grace - that is 
His free gift - I've done 
about 20 radio interviews 
or podcasts, and a few TV 
interviews. The Holy Spir­
it has filled me with cour­
age and guided me to an­
swer questions about this 
book, my vocation and 
other topics, often on live 
programs. "Everything is 
grace." 

Soon after my conse­
cration, a ministry I had 

This virtual opportunity is grace." blood of the martyrs," Litany of the Saints was 
has drawn faithful from As with all vocations, and to the right of the sung, I remember hear­
the North Country and my life is not meant to monstrance was a paint- ing in my heart "You are 
throughout the world to- be lived in isolation or ing of St. Kateri Tekak- called, you are chosen." 
gether to learn about and for myself - it is for the witha with the caption "is This is the same message 
discuss spiritual books. Church and humanity. At the seed of Christians." God personally speaks to 
Thanks be to God, many my parish, Holy Cross, St. Kateri is a model for each of our hearts. Rest­
have shared how much we are blessed to have consecrated virgins and ing in the knowledge of 
the group has helped recently begun praying all of us . As Bishop LaVal- how much we are loved 
them experience God's the Liturgy of the Hours ley said in his homily at and cherished by God, 
mercy and love more a few times a week. Addi- the Eucharistic Congress, by His grace, we are able 
deeply in their lives. "Ev- tionally, in October, Holy "The Lily of the Mohawks, to respond through our 
erything is grace." Cross added the recita- all our North American humble prayers and hid-

It is always a blessing tion of the Rosary before Martyrs, the communion den acts of charity for the 
to write articles for the all weekend Masses. Vol- of Saints, have shown us glory of God and the sal­
North Country Catholic, unteers also passed out what love can do. Their vation of souls. 
Catholic Exchange and vocation prayers to all of love, their encounter with So, why should some­
other faith publications. the shut-ins in my parish the Eucharistic Christ one "go out into the 
Through these forums, I to ask them to pray for empowered their mis- deep" and live out a 
have received interview vocations and the sem- sion mindedness in the public vocation in the 
requests about my voca- inarians in our diocese. face of real opposition. Church? Recently, I felt 
tion, saints I've written Father Kevin (McEwan) God is love, my sisters overwhelmed by practical 
about, etc. Before I began encouraged promotion and brothers. If we want demands, and I shared 
working for Sophia Insti- of Eucharistic Adoration to know what love is, this with Jesus in Eucha­
tute Press, I was joking in our parish in solidarity we've got to know God ristic Adoration. He re­
with Darcy Fargo about with the Eucharistic Con- intimately. I couldn't help plied: "Let me overwhelm 
my dream job and said, gress. It has also been a but think as the Blessed you with My love." Over­
"It would be great to get great joy for me to share Sacrament was exposed whelming love and grace 
paid to write about the with others about the in front of this high altar are wedding gifts of the 
saints full-time." Praise many graces that flow before the crucified one Divine Bridegroom. So, 
God, the work I do is quite from the weekly Adora- ... if you want to know with St. Therese, we can 
similar and lends itself to tion at St. John's. love spend time gazing say: "Because I was lit-
living out my vocation. When I attended the Eu- on the crucified one and tIe and feeble, Our Lord 
"Everything is grace." charistic Congress in Au- the Real Presence in the stooped down to me and 

People often ask me, riesville, I was reminded tabernacle." lovingly instructed me in 
what is the ministry of a more profoundly of the Above all, consecrated the secrets of His love." 
consecrated virgin? How unity of the Church in its virginity is a "vocation And, in responding to His 
is your life different af- vocations. Praying in the of love." It's not so much divine invitation, we can 
ter you become a conse- beautiful chapel where about what or how much echo the Little Flower's 
crated virgin? Above all, the 40 Hours of Eucha- we do in terms of minis- words: "I thank You, 0 
a consecrated virgin is ristic Adoration was held, tries, it is about intimate my God! for all the grac­
called to be a sign of the I noticed that to the left love for God which pours es You have granted me." 
Church's love for Christ. of the monstrance was out into the lives of oth- "Everything is grace." 
As a Bride of Christ, the 
heart of who I am is to 
be "all in," mystically es­
poused to Jesus. Strong 
relationships require 
open communication and 
frequent time spent with 
the people we love. Daily 
Mass and Holy Commu­
nion, Adoration, Liturgy 
of the Hours, prayer, and 
the Rosary help me foster 
more fervent love for my 
Bridegroom. They also 
afford me the opportu­
nity to, as Bishop LaVal­
ley said during my con­
secration, "pray without 
ceasing for the salvation 

"1 t is your face, 0 Lora, tfiat 1 see~ JJ 

Constancy in prayer 
is our service 

in the Church ... 

SISTERS ADORERS OF 
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From 'leave me alone' to 'God help me' 
By Suzanne Pietropaoli 
Staff Writer 

Deacon Brent Charland 
felt very drawn to the 
priesthood as he grew up 
serving daily Mass. De­
cades later, he was taken 
aback by the call to di­
aconate. 

"My deacon vocation 
started when I was work­
ing, which is when I do 
my best thinking," he ex­
plains. "I definitely felt I 
was being called. But my 
conversation with God 
was: 'Leave me alone.' 
What good could come of 
being a deacon? But the 
nudging didn't stop. It 
kept getting worse." 

With a wife and young 
kids, he initially wasn't 
sold on the idea. 

"I didn't want any part 
of this," said Deacon 
Charland, who serves at 
St. Andre Bessette Par­
ish in Malone. "When the 
idea kept eating at me, I 
took my wife, Becky, out 
for dinner and tried to 
work up the nerve to tell 
her about this call. When 
I finally did, she said, 'I 
know.' What a huge re­
lief! Becky has stood by 
me my whole life. Now, 
without knOwing what 
this would involve, she 
agreed that I should pur­
sue it." 

Encouraged by Becky 
and their children, who 
he says also knew about 
his vocation before he 
did, the future deacon 
reached out for help dis­
cerning this unexpected 
call, "all the while hoping 
to be told I was crazy." 
He first approached his 
former Malone pastor, 
Msgr. Dennis Duprey, 
then Father Joseph Gi­
roux, Malone pastor at 
that time, as well as his 
spiritual adviser, Father 
Martin Cline. "Each time 
I struck out," the dea­
con laughs. "All of them 
affirmed that I should 

Deacon Brent & Becky Charland 

move forward." 
Deacon Charland cred­

its his pastor for helping 
him through the applica­
tion process: "Father Joe 
was great," he said. "He 
was very supportive, but 
there was never any pres­
sure. I had total freedom 
to discern." 

The work of discern­
ment continued with two 
years in the Formation 
for Ministry program, 
which the deacon calls 
"an awesome experi­
ence." 

"I made good friends 
and excelled there, which 
told me I was in the right 
place," Deacon Charland 
said. "My prayer changed 
from 'Leave me alone' to 
'God help me!' I prayed 
that quite a bit through 
the years of formation." 

From Formation for 
Ministry, he moved on to 
the diaconate program. 

"Deacon training was 
spot on. It really cov­
ered a lot," recalls Dea­
con Charland. "It was 
also very challenging. I 
remember the first week­
end our deacon class 
gathered at Wadhams 
Hall. I called Becky on 
the way home to say, 'I 
can't do this!' They had 
loaded us with reading 

and writing assignments 
in the very first class -
and I didn't even know 
keyboarding. Doing the 
University of Notre Dame 
classes was very daunt­
ing. But I learned fast 
how to keyboard!" 

And of course, the as­
piring deacon learned 
many other things as 
well through four years 
of intensive study. He 
even learned more about 
himself. 

"I am not a public 
speaker but did discov­
er a gift for listening," 
Deacon Charland said. 
"The homiletics training 
was excellent, and by the 
fourth year I was able to 
see preaching more as a 
privilege than a cross. It 
was great to share the ex­
perience with great guys 
who became friends - all 
there for the same rea­
son, all from different 
walks of life!" 

Nevertheless, those 
four years were hard, 
the deacon recalls. While 
deacons' wives must con­
sent to their husbands' 
participation in the pro­
gram, the reality of it 
only unfolds with time. 

"Becky gave her bless­
ing from the start," her 
husband says, "but get-

ting into this, you don't 
really think about all 
the birthdays, anniversa­
ries, and family events 
you will miss. It was a 
bit harder for our kids 
that I couldn't be at all 
the 'big doings,' but they 
were very supportive and 
knew that 6 p.m. on was 
my deacon study time." 

That is no small feat 
for someone whose days 
start at 4:30 a.m. to ac­
commodate his job as 
director of Maintenance 
and Cemeteries for St. 
Andre Bessette Parish 
in Malone, a capacity 
in which he has served 
Catholic parishes in 
Malone since 1983. 

Those long years of 
study and preparation 
came to fruition with or­
dination to the diaconate 
in October 2017. Deacon 
Charland said he recalls 
telling Father Giroux 
years before, "I won't 
change when I become a 
deacon." But he smiles, 
"Everything has changed. 
My prayer life is differ­
ent - richer, better. I love 
praying the Divine Office. 
It is easier now to see 
the good in people. I lis­
ten differently. Even the 
colors outside are more 
vibrant. I started this di­
aconate journey asking 
God to leave me alone be­
cause I didn't think there 
was room in my life for 
it. But what I didn't know 
was how being a deacon 
would bless my life." 

That joy touches the 
many dimensions of Dea­
con Charland's ministry 
at St. Andre Bessette Par­
ish. Like other deacons, 
he assists at Mass each 
Sunday, and preaches ev­
ery third Sunday. 

"I really enjoy preach­
ing," he said. "I pray with 
the readings all week to 
prepare for Sunday and 
things fall into place. I 
don't know how, but God 
uses my words to touch 

people. I have had peo­
ple cry during homilies 
and have received thank 
you notes and letters. I 
am honored that God can 
use me this way, and I 
always thank people for 
their compliments. I love 
to preach on forgiveness! 
How often I see people 
struggle because they 
don't know how to for­
give. But forgiveness is 
so important. It is good 
for you and pleasing to 
God." 

Unsurprisingly for one 
who is also a husband, 
father, and grandfather, 
Deacon Charland likes 
being part of weddings 
and baptisms. Also sig­
nificant is his work with 
bereaved families. 

"I get all the death no­
tifications and meet with 
families to prepare funer­
alliturgies," he said. "It is 
an absolute privilege to 
sit with grieving families, 
to hear their concerns 
and answer their ques­
tions. I assist as deacon 
at funeral Masses, offici­
ate at funeral home ser­
vices and offer committal 
prayers at the cemetery. 
On that occasion, after 
the prayers are ended 
and the mourners have 
left, I change clothes and 
do the burial. It is a privi­
lege to bury a person, and 
it should be done with 
the greatest care and re­
spect. This is God's son 
or daughter going home 
to him, so I still prefer 
to do this work myself; 
I have dug more than 
4,200 graves in the past 
40 years." 

Deacon Charland is 
blessed to see his many 
works as a privilege. 

"For 40 years, I have 
arisen at 4:30 a.m.," he 
said. "My feet hit the 
floor and I can't wait to 
get to work. People need 
help, and as long as the 
good Lord allows, I will 
do this." 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

The most precious gift 
If God were to give God's special love and 

you one wish, what protection. In the read­
would you ask for? ing, wisdom is pictured 
Many of us would ask as a woman who will 
for riches, while seek us out her-
others would self to give us 
ask for health or her special gifts. 
long life. To seek and find 

In today's first wisdom is far 
reading, we are better than to 
told that wisdom win the jackpot! 
is the most pre- St. Paul, in the 
cious gift God second reading 
could give us. '-----___ -----' from Thessalo-
Why? Because it Monsignor Paul nians, urges the 
will fill our lives E. Whitmore new Christians 
with light and (who thought 
radiance to see that the Second 
the best possible route Coming of Jesus would 
that leads to happiness. come immediately) to 
Wisdom will prevent us be patient and continue 
from making foolish to grow in virtue and in 
and harmful decisions all the teaching of the 
on our journey. Wis- Gospel while they wait. 
dom will give us also "Console one another 

November 12 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Wisdom 6:12-16 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

with these words," he 
concludes. 

The whole Gospel 
advice of Jesus can 
be summed up in the 
phrase, "Be alert!" He 
uses a parable about 
ten virgins who await 
the bridegroom. Appar­
ently, the bridegroom 
is running late. The 
virgins all carry lamps 
with which to conduct 
the bridegroom into 
the wedding hall. Five 
of the virgins foolishly 

CALLED TO SERVE 

have not enough oil for 
their lamps. When they 
rush to the merchants 
to buy more oil, they 
miss the bridegroom's 
return and are locked 
out. 

In the parable, the oil 
represents the virtue 
that the other virgins 
have jealously guarded. 
The oil also represents 
a life of wisdom. Jesus 
gives special urgency, 
for He and his follow­
ers are on their way to 
Jerusalem where Je­
sus will be crucified. 
It certainly is of great 
importance for us who, 
like the ten virgins, can 
grow lax and careless 
as we await the final 
judgment. If we have 
foolishly failed to seek 
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out wisdom and virtue, 
we may be shut out of 
the kingdom at the fi­
nal judgment. 

Today, we need also 
to pray for wisdom for 
our leaders who should 
all work for the com­
mon good of our na­
tion. We need to pray 
for our legislators who 
should be working for 
the common good of all 
Above all, we need wis­
dom to bring faith into 
focus among educators 
responsible for training 
our youth in the impor­
tance of God in their 
lives. 

We need to be alert 
for the judgment that 
awaits all people of the 
earth when the Bride­
groom comes. 

Picking a road for the journey 
If someone asks me 

to tell them my voca­
tion story, I flippantly 
respond, "which one?" 

A vocation is, by defi­
nition, "a strong feeling 
of suitability for a par­
ticular career or occu­
pation." I consider my 
marriage a vocation, my 
career in broadcasting a 
vocation, and certainly 
my call by God to serve 
him and the Church as 
a deacon a vocation. 

Since the U.S. Confer­
ence of Catholic Bish­
ops dubbed this Nation­
al Vocation Awareness 
Week, I suppose the 
question is about my 
church vocation. But 
I passionately believe 
all my "vocations" are 
linked. 

The notion gives cre­
dence to my belief ev­
ery experience in life 
prepares us for today. 
I would argue the ro­
mance with my wife 
that began in high 

school, the prompting 
of two guys I had never 
met before to interest 
me in the radio field 
in college, the shout to 
get my attention from 
my pastor at the time 
across a parking lot 
after Mass that led to 
lay ministry formation 
were all tied together in 
God's plan for this cre­
ation of his, me. 

Our daughter likes to 
say, "that's my story 
and I'm sticking with 
it!" I could not agree 
more in this case. 

My guess is every dea­
con worldwide has a 
unique story about his 
call to the order. Mine is 
not terribly dramatic. I 
did not have a St. Paul 
knocked to the ground 
by God moment, but it 
is my story, and I am 
sticking to it. 

I was an altar boy back 
in the days of the Latin 
Mass. It was an honor 
to serve. At that time, 

it was ego satisfying period of ambivalence 
too. Nothing pleased about Sunday Mass. 
me more than to strut Kathy and I recognized 
into grammar school the obligations of a 
class carrying my cas- Catholic parent, obli­
sock, surplice, gloves, gations we agreed to at 
collar, and tie .--___ ---, Ticia's baptism, 
and announce to so, among other 
Sister that I was things, we tried 
serving a funeral to be in a pew 
at 9:15 a.m. and every Sunday 
would have to and Holy Day. 
leave class for Over time that 
that assignment regimen became 
around 8:45 am. more than a hab-
The church was it for us. Attend-
next d<?or. The Deacon ing Mass was, 

]
?etahleOruski. ds were Kevin Mastellon and is, an oppor­

tunity to gather 
When I went with friends, and 

away to college, I be- some people I do not 
came lazy about Sun- know yet, to collectively 
day Mass. That means worship and thank the 
I went sometimes, and God we love. 
sometimes I did not. By the time I was in­
Missing Sunday Mass is vited to become a Com­
a sin. I did not under- missioned Lay Minister, 
stand the seriousness I knew the road to the 
of that sin at the time. diaconate was an option 
I do now. I would have to pray on 

The aforementioned soon. You know how 
daughter ended my that turned out. 

As we celebrate Na­
tional Vocation Week, 
pray for all the people 
in your life who are try­
ing to decide what they 
will be when they grow 
up. Perhaps they will 
choose a field to work 
in, perhaps they will 
marry, perhaps they 
will choose to remain 
Single. Perhaps they 
will seriously consider 
priesthood or conse­
crated life. That's won­
derful. Maybe a man in 
your life is considering 
the diaconate. That's 
wonderful too! 

Pray for everyone 
chOOSing a path for 
their life journey. Cele­
brate National Vocation 
Awareness Week. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director of 
Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

ZOOM PRIESTHOOD 
DISCERNMENT 
Are you a single Catholic man 
who is hearing the Lord's call to 
the Priesthood? Consider joining 
others virtually who are listening 
and seeking to respond. 

Date: Nov. 12,Dec.3,Jan.28 
Time: 4 p.m. to 5 
Place: Zoom 
Features: High school age men 

and older are invited to join fellow 
discerners and Father Howard 
Venette to discuss this vocation. 

Contact: You must register in 
order to attend, please go to www. 
rcdony.org/priesthooddiscern­
ment 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
You are invited to take part in a 
Friendship Group that will provide 
you with dynamic reading and 
personalized formation to grow in 
holiness with others online. 

Date: Nov. 16 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Zoom 

Features Father Mike Warren, OMV 
will talk with us about the book 
"Praying with St. Augustine" by 
Sara Park McLaughlin and answer 
your questions. For years, there 
have been no books ofSt.Augus­
tine's prayers available. Finally, in 
this treasure trove, you will find 
select prayers from his works -
some of the most potent prayers 
ever composed. St. Augustine 
taught that prayer makes you 
ready to receive God's blessings. 
As you pray with St.Augustine, be 
prepared to be blessed! 

Contact: To sign up, visit: 
https://mailchLmp/sophiainsti­
tute/friendship-groups. The book 
is on sale at www.sophiainstitute. 
com. For more information, please 
contact Mary Beth Bracy at mbra­
cy@sophiainstitute.com 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Lake Placid - St. Agnes School 
to have their Annual Christmas 
Bazaar and Craft Fair. 

Date: Dec. 2 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franldin 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

Features: Our annual Christ-
mas Bazaar is a great way to kick COMPASSIONATE COMPANIONS 
off the Christmas season. You can Plattsburgh - Volunteer Training 
get trees, wreaths, poinsettias, to be held. 
toys, gifts, crafts, baked goods, 
raffle items, silent auction items 
and so much more. Vendor space 
is available. 

Contact: For more information 
please call 518-523-371 or email 
info@stagneslp.org. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

CRAFT FAIR 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Church to 
have their Fabulous Fall Craft Fair. 

Date: Nov. 11 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Parish Cen­

ter 
Features: Great craft festival 

with a variety of craft vendors. Hot 
lunches, baked items, silent auc­
tion Handicapped Accessible and 
Free Admission. 

Contact: For more info contact 
Sharon Nephew 518-578-2666. 

HARVEST DINNER 
Morrisonville - St. Alexander's 
to have a Take-out onlyTurkey 
Harvest Dinner. 

Date: Nov. 12 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Cost: $14 
Features: Curb side pick up at 

the church or delivery within 10 
minutes. Raffles and Bake shop 
will be available at the door. 

Date: Nov.14 
Time: 8:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Joseph's Community 

Outreach Center 
Features: If you would like to 

offer the gift of companionship, 
mercy, and friendship to older 
adults who are isolated and lonely, 
become a Compassionate Com­
panion! Light refreshments will be 
available. 

Contact: To learn more or to 
register for the training please 
contact Starr at St. Joseph's Com­
munity Outreach Center, 518-825-
0697, Starr@stalexanders.org 

HEALING MASS 
Dannemora - Healing Mass to be 
held in celebration of the mighty 
presence of our God. 

Date: Nov.14 
Time:6p.m. 
Place: StJoseph's Church 
Features: Sacrament of Rec-

0nci�iation' Anointing of the Sick, 
and Holy Eucharist at Mass. Prayer 
teams will be available for those 
who would like additional prayer 
after Mass. 

MICHIGAN DINNER 
Peru - St.Augustine's Knights of 
Columbus Council 7273 is serving 
a take-out-only michigan dinner. 

Date: Nov. 18 
Time: 4 p.m. to 6 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish 

Center 
Cost: Two Michigan's, $10; One 

Michigan, $7 (also includes baked 
beans, chips, drinks and dessert) 

Features: Proceeds will help 
the knights donate to local organi­
zations and charitable programs. 
All are welcome! 

ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Adoration to be 
held weekly. 

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Place: St. John's in the Holy 

Family Basement 
Features: Come to an out of 

the way place and rest awhile in 
Jesus' Presence. Experience His 
healing power, grace, love and 
mercy for yourselves and loved 
ones. Pray for the sick, suffering, 
vocations, our priests, country and 
peace in the world. 

Contact: For more information, 
to become a substitute or to sign 
up for an hour, please contact 518-
563-3773. 

HOUSE SITTERS 
Ellenburg Center - Our Lady of 
the Adirondacks House of Prayer 
is looking for many Volunteer 
"House Sitters': 

Time: The responsibility is to 
arrive by 10 a.m. on your chosen 
day(s) and remain on premises 
until 4 p.m. to welcome visitors. 

Features: Lunch and snack 
items on hand along with tea, 
coffee, soda, and bottled water. 
Training will be provided on the 
history of the House of Prayer, its 
mission, and the various ways to 
carry out this gentle ministry of 
hospitality for those seeking time 
in a home of Mary to listen to our 
Lord, browse in the library, or visit 
the "Gift Shop': Flexible schedule 
(and hours) are fine. 

Contact: If interested in vol­
unteering for one day a month, or 
week, or more, please call Sarah 
Anderson at 518-534-9976. 

NOVEMBER 8,2023 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights ofColum­
bus will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: Nov. 11 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5,Free 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held to benefit Augustinian 
Academy. 

Date: Nov. 12 
Time: 8 a.m. to Noon 
Place: St. James Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; 

Children under 10, $4; Family of 4 
or more, $27 

Features: Event is sponsored 
by the Carthage K of C and Ave 
Maria Circle. 

FALL FUNDRAISER 
Copenhagen - St. Mary's Church 
to have their Fall Fundraiser 
Raffle. 

Date: Drawing to be held Nov. 
19 

Cost: Tickets are $10 each or 6 
for $50 

Features: Prizes to be won 
are one $500 Cash, Quilt ($300 
Value), Afghan ($100 Value), Gift 
Card Tree ($400 Value), Bird House 
($250 Value), Folding Picnic Table 
($100 Value), Lottery Tree ($100 
Value), Bear Carving Table ($250 
Value), Fire Pit ($200 Value), $250 
Gift Certificate Lucky Leaf Beef, 
Hand Carved Welcome Sign, ($100 
Value), Fall Basket ($100 Value), 
Christmas Basket ($100 Value). 
Must be 18 years or older to pur­
chase. 

Contact: For tickets make 
checks payable to St. Mary's 
Church and mail to: Mary Jane 
Fleming, PO Box 103, Copenhagen, 
NY 13626 or Marcia Mundy, PO Box 
303, Copenhagen, NY 13626 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 










