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FBI director grilled after 
release of new report on 

targeting of Catholics 
By Tyler Arnold & Joe Bukuras 
Catholic News Agency 

Sen. Josh Hawley engaged in a tense 
exchange with FBI Director Christopher 
Wray on Tuesday after the release of 
the report that found the agency's in­
vestigation into traditional Catholics 
may be more expansive than FBI offi­
cials have claimed. 

"Now we know that, in fact, FBI agents 
did approach a priest and a choir direc­
tor to ask them to inform on parishio­
ners," Hawley told Wray during a U.S. 
Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing on 
Dec. 5. 

The hearing followed the unveil­
ing on Monday of the House Judiciary 
Committee's report detailing the re­
sults of a monthslong investigation 
into a leaked internal FBI memo that 
discussed investigating Catholics as 
potential domestic terrorists. 

"Good heavens, director, this is one 
of the most outrageous targetings -
you have mobilized your division, the 
most powerful law enforcement divi­
sion in the world, against traditionalist 
Catholics ... and you just told us you 
have not fired a single person," Hawley 
said during the exchange. 

Wray argued with Hawley, saying that 
he was conflating two distinct things: 
the memo that the Richmond FBI of­
fice has since rescinded and a sepa­
rate investigation into a man who was 
amassing molotov cocktails and mak­
ing threats. In regard to the memo that 
targeted Catholics, Wray said employ­
ees have been admonished and their 
salaries may be affected. 

"We do not and will not conduct in­
vestigations based on anybody's exer­
cise of their constitutionally protected 
religious [expression]," Wray claimed. 

"You have done so and your memo 
explicitly asks for it," Hawley retorted. 

The new report delved deeper into 
the FBI's efforts to investigate tradi­
tionalist Catholics and the now-retract­
ed Richmond FBI memo that alleged a 
link between so-called "radical tradi­
tionalist Catholics" and "the far-right 
white nationalist movement." The 
memo suggested "trip wire or source 
development" within parishes that of­
fer the Traditional Latin Mass and with­
in online communities. 

The report found the internal memo 
was made available to other FBI field 

offices, that the FBI may still be looking 
into the supposed link mentioned in 
the memo, and that agents interviewed 
a priest and a choir director affiliated 
with the Society of St. Pius X in late 
2022. The FBI claims these interviews 
were part of a separate investigation 
and had no relation to the memo. 

Although FBI officials have argued 
that this problem was isolated to one 
field office, the report found "the FBI 
had plans for an external, FBI-wide 
product based on the Richmond mem­
orandum." In spite of Wray's retraction 
and disavowal of the memo, the report 
also found "the FBI may still be at­
tempting to fashion information from 
the Richmond memorandum into an 
external-facing document." 

The investigation also references in­
formation disclosed by a whistleblower 
about FBI agents interviewing a priest 
and a choir director at a church asso­
ciated with the Society of St. Pius X in 
Richmond. The SSPX holds a canoni­
cally irregular status with the Catholic 
Church due to its founder, Archbishop 
Marcel Lefebvre, consecrating bishops 
without papal approval. 

"The interviews appear to have oc­
curred in November and December 
2022 - the same time the analysts start­
ed drafting the memorandum," the re­
port states. "This information, which 
the FBI has refused to disclose, con­
firms that the FBI directly communicat­
ed with Catholic clergy and staff about 
parishioners practicing their faith." 

In a statement to CNA on Tuesday, 
the FBI disputed the report's claim, say­
ing the priest and choir director were 
interviewed "by FBI Richmond during 
an investigation of an individual threat­
ening violence who has since been ar­
rested [and] ... the interviews were not 
conducted for the domain perspective 
as characterized by the report." 

"Any characterization that the FBI is 
targeting Catholics is false," the state­
ment read. "We have stated repeatedly 
that the intelligence product prepared 
by one FBI field office did not meet the 
exacting standards of the FBI and was 
quickly removed from FBI systems. An 
internal review conducted by the FBI 
found no malicious intent to target 
Catholics or members of any other re­
ligious faith and did not identify any 
investigative steps taken as a result of 
the product." 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Senator ends pro-life blockade of military appointments 
Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Alabama, will allow hundreds of military 
appointments to get through the Senate as he ends his 10-month­
long pro-life blockade that sought to force the Pentagon to change its 
abortion policies. The senator began blocking military appointments 
that need Senate confirmation in February by refusing to allow them 
to pass via unanimous consent. The blockade was a protest against a 
Department of Defense policy that provides paid leave and reimburse­
ment for travel expenses for service members who seek to obtain an 
abortion. Although the policy is still in place, Tuberville announced on 
Tuesday that he would end his blockade for most appointments - the 
backlog has grown to more than 400. He said he would only maintain 
his blockade against a handful of very senior positions. "I'm not going 
to hold the promotions of these people any longer,"Tuberville said. Mil­
itary appointments are normally approved in large blocs by unanimous 
consent of the Senate. Without unanimous consent, the Senate would 
need to vote on each appointment individually. Senate Majority Lead­
er Chuck Schumer, D-New York, chose to hold votes on only a handful 
of individual appointments, declining to bypass the blockade of most 
appointments. 

Nigerian priest abducted while answering sick call 
A priest from the Diocese of Okigwe in Nigeria was kidnapped Nov. 30 
while traveling to administer the sacrament of the anointing of the 
sick to a parishioner. The diocese announced Dec. 1 that Father King­
sley Eze, parish priest of St. Michael's Umuekebi Catholic Church in Ni­
geria's Imo state, was kidnapped at approximately 8 p.m. that evening 
and his whereabouts are unknown. In a statement, the chancellor of 
the diocese, Father Princewilllwuanyanwu, confirmed the kidnapping 
and asked for prayers for the safe release of Father Eze."We solicit your 
fervent prayers that he may come back to us safe and sound," Father 
Iwuanyanwu said. Witness accounts ofthe kidnapping indicate gunmen 
attacked the priest along with another person, Uchenna Newman, as 
they got out of their car at an intersection to do some shopping during 
a stop while responding to a sick call. The bandits are said to have first 
robbed the street vendors, shooting indiscriminately and wounding a 
passerby, and then forced the priest and his companion to follow them. 

Holy Door sealed at nation's largest Catholic Church 
In preparation for the 2025 Jubilee Year, two ofthe massive entry doors 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C., have been sealed. Archbishop Timothy Broglio, pres­
ident of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, blessed and 
sealed the two doors, which are scheduled to be reopened on Christmas 
Eve next year as a Holy Door for pilgrims. The ceremony took place on 
the first Sunday of Advent - a little more than one year before the start 
of the 2025 Jubilee Year, which will center on the theological virtue of 
hope. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT 
Are you a single Catholic man 
who is hearing the Lord's call to 
the Priesthood? Consider joining 
others virtually who are listening 
and seeking to respond. 

Date: Jan. 28, Feb.ll, Feb. 25 
Time: 4 p.m. to 5 

Place:Zoom 
Features: High school age 

men and older are invited to 
join fellow discerners and Father 
Howard Venette to discuss this 
vocation. 

Contact: You must register 
in order to attend, please go to 
www.rcdony.org/priesthooddis­
cernment 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING 
Tupper Lake - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks is recruiting new 
volunteers and has scheduled 
a Friendship Volunteer Training 
Program. 

Date: Jan.18 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Features: New Volunteers will 

join Mercy Care's more than 100 
Friendship Volunteers from Lake 
Placid, Saranac Lake, and Tupper 
Lake and surrounding areas who 
are helping their elder neighbors 
stay connected to their commu­
nities and helping to make their 
lives easier and happier. Comple­
mentary lunch will be provided. 

Contact: There is no cost but 
registration is required. To register, 
please visit Mercy Care's website 
at www.adkmercy.org or contact 
Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy Care's Pro­
gram Director, at abevilacqua@ 
adkmercy.org or call Lexi for more 
information at 518-523-5446. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS 
AND CAROLS 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish is 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.o rg. 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

thrilled to announce its Festival of 
Lessons and Carols. It combines 
the timeless beauty of Christmas 
carols with Scripture readings 
that summarize Salvation History. 

Date: Dec. 17 
Time:6p.m. 

Place: St. John's Church 
Features: This event will fea­

ture a choir comprised of talented 
individuals from area churches, 
coming together to prepare for 
Christmas through the beauty of 
music. There is no cost to attend, 
and all are welcome. Donations 
are accepted. Join us for this joyful 
and prayerful time. 

Contact: For more informa­
tion, contact the Holy Cross Parish 
Office at 518-563-0730 

ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Adoration to be 
held weekly. 

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Place: Stjohn's in the Holy Family 
Basement 

Features: Come to an out of 
the way place and rest awhile in 
Jesus' Presence. Experience His 
healing power, grace, love and 
mercy for yourselves and loved 
ones. Pray for the sick, suffering, 
vocations, our priests, country and 
peace in the world. 

Contact: For more informa-

tion, to become a substitute or to 
sign up for an hour, please contact 
518-563-3773. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

POLISH CHRISTMAS WAFER 
Houseville -The Polish Christmas 
Wafer or OPLATEK is available. 

Cost: $3 per package plus 
shipping and handling 

Features: The Christmas wafer 
or POLATEK, is part of a Polish, 
Lithuanian and Slovak custom 
that is observed during the Vigil 
of Christmas (Wigilia.) After the 
first star is visible, family and 
friends gather around the dinner 
table to share the OPLATEK which 
symbolizes the presence of Christ, 
the Newborn Child. The OPLATEK 
is sent and shared with family 
and friends all over the world 
as a symbol of love, unity and 
forgiveness. 

Contact: To order please call 
315-348-6260 

ADVENT PARISH MISSION 
CANCELED 
The Advent Parish Mission that 
was to be held at Immaculate 
Conception in Brownville and 
St. Andrew's Church has been 
canceled. 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Date: Jan. 7 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 

Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL 
DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights of Colum­
bus will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: Jan.13 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 

Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5,Free 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

S1. LAWRENCE 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Jan.14 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish Center 

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

CATHOLIC PARENTING 
Potsdam - A series of workshops 
from the Franciscan University 
Catecheticallnstitute to be held 
on Catholic Parenting. 

Date: First Sunday ofthe 
month from Oct. to April 
Place: St. Mary's Rectory, second 
floor 

Features: Attend all or only 
those that interest you. Child care 
can be provided. Event is free. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-
6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation­
stp@gmail.com 

HOLY HOUR 
Canton - Holy Hourfor Vocations 
to be held. 

Date: Every Tuesday 

DECEMBER 13,2023 

Time: 4:10 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

Features: Holy hour followed 
by Mass at 5:15 p.m. and confes­
sions at 5:45 p.m. 
ROSARY FOR LIFE 
Canton - Rosary for life to be 
held. 

Date: Every Sunday 
Time: 4:25 p.m. preceding the 

5 p.m. evening Mass 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

ADORATION 
Norwood - St. Andrew's Church 
to offer Exposition ofthe Blessed 
Sacrament every Friday. 

Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass 
until Noon 

Features: Sign up is not 
needed. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

ADVENT MYSTERY PLAYERS 
The Advent Mystery Players to 
perform. 

Schedule: Dec. 1 0, 6 p.m. at 
Stjames in Gouverneur; Dec. 17, 
7:15 p.m.at Holy Family Church, 
Watertown. 

HEALING MASS FOR ABUSE 
SURVIVORS 
Potsdam - Bishop LaValley has 
scheduled a Healing Mass for 
those who have Suffered Abuse 
by Church Leadership or Others, 
on Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Date: April 7 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 

Place: St. Mary's Church 

STATE EVENTS 

NEW YORK STATE 
DISCERNMENT RETREAT 
Syracuse - Have you felt the 
invitation to follow Jesus Christ as 
a Catholic priest? The Vocation Di­
rectors of NY State are sponsoring 
the New York State Discernment 
Retreat. 

Date: Jan. 2-4 
Place: Christthe King Retreat 
Center. 

Features: This is an opportuni­
ty to meet other seminarians and 
hear their stories. 

Contact: If you are interested, 
register by Dec. 28 bye-mailing 
vocations@syrdio.org. 
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Handntade gifts front religious contntunities 
By Zelda Caldwell 
Catholic News Agency 

For unique Christmas 
gifts that celebrate your 
Catholic faith there are 
many monasteries and 
religious communities 
that offer handmade 
gifts for sale online. 

Buying presents from 
religious brothers and 
sisters has the add­
ed advantage of lend­
ing support to these 
communities, many of 
whom depend on a suc­
cessful Christmas shop­
ping season to continue 
their lives of prayer and 
service. 

Here's a guide to some 
of CNA staff members' 
favorite gifts to give and 
receive. 
Hand-painted china 

The contemplative Sis­
ters of the Monastery 
of Bethlehem in Living­
ston Manor, New York, 
support themselves 
by hand-painting chi­
naware. The exquisite, 
in tric a tel y- design e d 
pieces make lovely 
Christmas gifts, and the 
china is dishwasher- and 
microwave-safe. 

The sisters belong to 
the monastic Family of 
Bethlehem, of the As­
sumption of the Vir­
gin and of Saint Bruno, 
which was founded in 
1950 when Pope Pius XII 
proclaimed the dogma 
of the Assumption of 
the Virgin, which states 
that Mary was elevat­
ed, body and soul, from 
earth into heaven. They 
create their beautiful 
chinaware in prayerful 
solitude. Plates, serving 
bowls, and platters from 
$31 and up make love­
ly gifts.Yisit the shop 
at https:!/www.monas­
teryofbethlehemnewyo­
rk.com/shop 
Wine from the first 
papal vineyard 

The Benedictine 
monks and nuns of the 

Abbeys of Le Barroux, a 
vineyard established by 
Pope Clement V in 1309 
in the RhOne Valley of 
France, now have a U.S. 
distributor for their Via 
Caritas wine. The wine 
is made in cooperation 
with local vineyards, 
and the proceeds help 
support these winemak­
ing families. The monks' 
award-winning wines 
are available to pur­
chase for $21.99 and up 
at https:/ /www.earth­
labora.com/ shop/. 
Soap and candles 

The nuns from the Do­
minican Monastery of 
Our Lady of the Rosa­
ry in Summit, New Jer­
sey, live a life of prayer 
through Eucharistic ad­
oration and dedication 
to the rosary. To sup­
port this way of life they 
create handmade can­
dles and skin-care prod­
ucts, which they sell at 
their Cloister Shoppe, 
which can be found at 
https:!/summitdomini­
cans.3dcartstores.com. 
Create your own Christ­
mas gift bag of two bars 
of soap, a hand cream, a 
jar candle, a face mois­
turizer, and a handmade 
rosary made from olive 
wood beads from the 
Holy Land for $50. 

Throw in a pair of Bay­
berry Christmas Eve Ta­
pers for $18 to give your 
holiday table a festive 
glow. 
Fruitcake 

These fruitcakes are 
not the sort that get 
regifted. The monks of 
New Camaldoli Hermit­
age in Big Sur, Califor­
nia, offer a fruitcake 

soaked in brandy and 
aged for three months. 
It "has converted many 
a fruitcake 'atheist,'" ac­
cording to its creators. 
Order a one-pound 
fruitcake for $26.98 at 
https: //www.contem­
plation.com/ shop. 

The Monks of the Ab­
bey of Gethsemani in 
New Haven, Kentucky, 
offer a 20-ounce Ken­
tucky Bourbon Fruit­
cake along with a jar of 
Trappist Apricot-Pine­
apple preserves and a 
jar of Trappist Quince 
Jelly, which make a love­
ly Christmas gift for 
$32.75. These can be 
found along with oth­
er products at https:!/ 
gethsemanifarms.org. 
Fudge 

The monks of the 
Monastery of the Holy 
Spirit in Conyers, Geor­
gia, make their famous 
fudge with premium 
chocolate and real but­
ter and sell it at https:!/ 
holyspiritmonas tery­
gifts.com/ monk-bakery­
goods/. Try a 12-ounce 
gift box for $15. And for 
a taste of Georgia, try 
their Southern Touch 
fudge, "made with real 
peach morsels, pecans, 
and a touch of peach 
brandy." 
Cookies 

The Capuchin Poor 
Clare nuns make their 

famous butter cookies 
from their monastery in 
Denver. The "Clarisas" 
come in a beautiful gift 
box featuring an image 
of St. Clare and sell for 
$18 for a 1.5-pound 
box. The cookies can be 
purchased at https:!/ 
capuchinpoorclaresist­
ers-usa.com/ index.php/ 
clarisas-cookies/. 
Caramels 

The contemplative 
nuns of Our Lady of 
the Mississippi Abbey 
in Dubuque, Iowa, are 
known for their deli­
cious caramels, which 
they make by hand in 
order to support their 
way of life. 

A 9-ounce box of 
sea salt chocolate-cov­
ered caramels sells for 
$15.55 at https:// mon­
asterycandy.com/ 
Coffee 

The Wyoming Car­
melites of Mystic Monk 
Coffee hand-roast their 
beans in small batches 
to support their commu­
nity. The website Cof­
feeReview.com ranks 
their coffee among the 
highest of the coffees it 
reviews. A 12-ounce bag 
of their most popular 
flavor, Jingle Bell Java, 
sells for $13.95. 

Since they began 
their coffee business in 
2007, the monks have 

been able to live out 
the Carmelites' voca­
tion of "hidden prayer 
and union with God for 
the sake of everyone 
throughout the Church 
and the world." 

The coffee is available 
for purchase at www. 
mysticmonkcoffee.com. 
Hot sauce 

The monks at Subiaco 
Abbey in Arkansas make 
a tangy hot sauce from 
the habanero peppers 
grown in the monas­
tery's gardens. Benedic­
tine Father Richard Walz 
began making his "Monk 
Sauce" while he was sta­
tioned in Belize, Cen­
tral America. In 2003, 
he brought back some 
seeds from the peppers 
he grew there and creat­
ed a tangy sauce made 
from the chilies along 
with onions, garlic, car­
rots, vinegar, salt, and 
"a few prayers thrown in 
for good measure." 

How spicy is it? Ac­
cording to the abbey's 
website, their Monk 
Sauce has a 250,000 
Scoville Unit rating, 
while Tabasco's habane­
ro sauce earned a mere 
7,000 Scoville Unit rat­
ing. Available in green, 
red, and smoked, the 
5-ounce bottles sell for 
$11 each and can be pur­
chased at https://www. 
countrymonks.biz/. 

Gift Recipient Information Gift Giver Information 

Name ________________________ __ Name, ________________________ ___ 

Address ______________________ __ Address ______________________ _ 

________ State ___ Zip______ City ____________ ___ 

D New D Subscription 
D Renewal 
D Inside Diocese $27 enclosed 

Outside Diocese $30 enclosed 
Clip and Mail Check to: 
North Country Catholic 

PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, NY 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Rejoicing on Gaudete Sunday 
The words of this Sun- Yet we can be left emo­

day's readings are the tionally unmoved at this 
closest we have to the teaching. A false "holi­
joy of Christmas itself. day" spirit has robbed 
In the second Jesus of His own 
reading, we hear birthday. So, we 
"Rejoice! Again, need to spiritual-
I say to you 're- ly enter into the 
joice!'" hearts of Mary 

"Why?" we ask. and Joseph as 
The reason for they excitedly 
joy is the same as await the child's 
that of the early arrival. St. Paul 
Christians. They '---___ ----' knew that the 
held to their firm Monsignor Paul early Christians 
belief that Jesus E. Whitmore would be tested, 
Christ has paid so he exhorts 
the price for their them (and us) 
sins, and that he would to "pray without ceas­
bring them to glory in ing" and "give thanks 
the life of the heaven. always." Above all, he 

December 17 

Third Sunday of Advent 

READINGS 
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8,19-28 

warns them in today's 
second reading, "Don't 
quench the Spirit." In 
this way they will be 
"preserved blameless in 
spirit, soul, and body .. . 
for the cOming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
For many, Christ came 
quickly as their faith 
led them to martyrdom. 
But they never lost their 

CALLED TO SERVE 

joyful spirit. 
Today's Gospel con­

tinues the preaching of 
John the Baptist. How 
carefully he makes clear 
to the Pharisees that he 
is not the Christ, nor 
the light, but a voice 
testifying to the light 
that has come into the 
world. Fear and doubt 
thrive in darkness. Just 
as turning on a light in 
dark room can take fear 
away from a child, so 
the light that increases 
in us each day of Advent 
can shrink our fears 
and bolster our hopes. 
When the light intensi­
fies to the radiance of 

The Advent wreath 
Kathy and I were shop­

ping the other day and a 
parishioner approached 
with a question that 
went something like 
this: "Is it OK to have 
short candles on the 
Advent wreath or do I 
have to use tall, slender 
tapers?" 

I did an instant men­
tal review of all my Can­
on Law and Catechism 
citations on the subject 
and could not produce 
anything relevant. 

Only a second or two 
had passed since the 
question. The brain is a 
wonderful thing, 

I was able to say with 
all confidence, "I don't 
think you will go to hell 
because you used short 

candles." 
We all laughed, and 

I reassured my friend 
it was OK to use short 
candles in her Advent 
wreath. I hope I was cor­
rect. 

The Advent wreath, as 
we all know, has three 
purple candles and a 
rose colored one for 
use during the third 
week of Advent. Many 
wreaths have a spot in 
the middle for a fifth 
candle. That candle is 
white. Advent wreaths 
are usually sold with 
only four candles. The 
manufacturers presume 
you will put the Advent 
wreath away for Christ­
mas. Indeed, that is the 
custom in the Catholic 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
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Churches I attend. The tive? Those clerics who 
Advent wreath stand is cringe at the notion 
put in storage when the of wearing pink vest­
first Mass of Christmas ments, excuse me, rose 
Eve is going to be cele- vestments, can take 
brated. .-----:=----, umbrage in the 

So, what is with fact that rose is 
the white candle? not required. No 

It is called more jokes about 
Christ's Candle "pinkaphobia." 
by some. I have Violet rep-
also heard it re- resents penance, 
ferred to as the preparation, and 
Peace Candle. It sacrifice. It is the 
represents the liturgical color of 
arrival of Christ Dea~on Advent and Lent. 
and can be left KeVin Mastellon Rose is worn to 
lighted through indicate a lessen­
Christmas time until 
Epiphany. 

The violet/rose colors 
of the Advent wreath 
candles mirror the Li­
turgical Colors of the 
Sundays of Advent. Vi­
olet for weeks one, two 
and four. Rose for the 
Third Sunday. 

Did you know that vi­
olet, also known as pur­
ple, is the first choice 
for the celebrant on the 
Third Sunday and rose 
is an acceptable alterna-

ing or pause in our pen­
ance as we rejoice at the 
coming of the Savior. 

Philip Kosloski has a 
wonderful piece on the 
origins of the rose col­
or in liturgy on Aleteia. 
You can surf the inter­
net for the article enti­
tled Why Priests Wear 
"Rose" and Not Pink. 

The deacon assist­
ing the celebrant wears 
vestments that compli­
ment the celebrant's 
vestment. If the priest 

faith's assurance, then 
we know joy. 

This Christmas, many 
of us are suffering 
from grief at losing a 
loved over the course 
of the year and facing 
the first holiday with­
out that loved one. 
Many are suffering in 
other ways. Many have 
their own "passions" 
to go through. But this 
Gaudete (Rejoice) Sun­
day reminds us that 
Christ was born in a 
manger, and so longs to 
be born in our hearts. 
If we let Him, He will 
lighten our sadness and 
bring us joy. 

wears rose, the deacon 
should too. If the priest 
wears a rose chasuble, 
the deacon should wear 
a rose dalmatic. That 
assumes your Church, 
or deacon, has a rose 
dalmatic. If not, purple. 

The Advent Wreath 
is a wonderful remind­
er of the cOming of the 
Savior of the World. I 
hope you have one at 
home and gather the 
family to pray during 
the lighting each day or 
week. We tend to for­
get to light the candle 
before dinner. Shame 
on us. Our intentions 
are good; the execution 
leaves something to be 
desired. 

I had better get my 
rose dalmatic out for 
the weekend! 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the director 
of Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
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The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920;fax 1-866-314-7296 
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Christmas 
appeal 

As a child, were you enchanted by Christmas lights? 
They filled me with joy long before I fully grasped the 
true meaning of the season. But as I sit down to write 
to you today, the twinkling lights from my childhood 
memories seem dim compared to the light of hope 
you are bringing to the missionary sisters in Ethiopia 
and the children in their care. 

May I share with you the story of the Maids of the 
Poor Home for orphaned or abandoned children in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia? Here, young souls scarred by 
life's hardships find solace. Sister Miriam, a pillar of 
love and dedication, recently shared, "we pray dai­
ly for their sustenance. But many evenings, as I gaze 
into their innocent eyes, my heart shatters. Often, we 
lack even the funds to buy them milk." 

But - because of you - there's hope. Despite the 
daily struggles to care for these abandoned and or­
phaned children, there is profound joy and love evi­
dent in this home. Through your support, the sisters 
are transformed into the living embodiment of the 
Star of Bethlehem providing hope to these children. 

As a member of our mission family, you know 
of the plight of children in this poorest of nations, 
where two-thirds go to bed hungry. This year, you 
have seen the faces of children traumatized by war 
in Ukraine and the Holy Land. You know of the daily 
risk of violence, abuse, and exploitation children face 
in South Sudan. 

As we embrace the spirit of Christmas, reflecting 
God's boundless love in our actions, we remember 
the words of Jesus, "Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me." 

This Christmas, will you include the children of the 
missions - and those who care for their physical and 
spiritual needs - on your gift list? 

What could be a more meaningful Christmas gift? 
Sister Miriam and the children of the Maids for the 

Poor Home are most grateful to you and send their 
love and prayers! With your support, we can bring 
hope and shine the Gospel's light even brighter. 

I send my own gratitude for your prayers and gen­
erous response. I wish you and your loved ones a 
blessed Advent season, and pray that we may remain 
united in His mission, 

Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ 
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OBITUARIES 
Altona - Betty Ann (Seguin) 
Morrow, 91; Mass of Christian 
Burial Dec. 5, 2023 at the Holy 
Angels Church. 

Brasher Falls - Mary Kathleen 
(Keenan) Demo, 83; Private 
services Dec. 5, 2023. 

Brownville - James C. Murtha. 
86; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 
4,2023 at Immaculate Concep­
tion Church; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Carthage - Patrick T. Brady, 92; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 7, 
2023 at Stjames Church; burial in 
Fairview Cemetery. 

Carthage - Laura Elizabeth 
(Guernsey) Davis, 70; Funeral 
Services Dec. 5, 2023 at Lundy 
Funeral home. 

Constable - James L. Fleury, 82; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 7, 
2023 at St. Francis of Assis Church; 
burial in St. Francis of Assis 
Cemetery. 

Heuvelton - Helen E. (Richards) 
Liberati, 96; Mass of Christian 
Burial at st. Raphael 's Church; 
burial in Hillcrest Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Joyce Ann (Parker) 
Evans, 91 ; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 9, 2023 at St. Agnes Church; 
burial in St.Agnes Cemetery. 

Long Lake - Lorrie E. Hosley, 82; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 4, 
2023 at St. Henry's Church. 

Louisville - Donald F. Smith, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 
9,2023 at St. Lawrence Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Lowville - Gloria A. (Hazlett) 
Spadora, 66; Mass of Christian 
Burial at St. Peter's Church. 

Malone - William C. Lamica, 66; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 9, 
2023 at Notre Dame Church. 

Mooers - Crystal A. (Patnode) 
Edgerton, 72; Funeral Services 
Dec. 7, 2023 at the Hamilton 

Funeral Home. 

Morrisonville - Mercedes 
(Sweet) Light, 88; Mass of 
Christian Burial Dec. 7, 2023 at 
St. Alexander's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Norma Jean 
(O'Marah) Cameron, 85; Mass 
of Christian Burial Dec. 5, 2023 
at Notre Dame Church; burial in 
Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - James Frisina, 78; 
Private Services. 

Ogdensburg - Colonel Mary 
Lou Havens, USAF (Ret.), 84; Mass 
of Christian Burial Dec. 7,2023; 
burial in Pine Hill Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Carol Kennedy 
Johnson, 80; Mass of Christian 
Burial Dec. 12, 2023 at Notre 
Dame Church.; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Joyce (Corron) 
Broderick, 94; Mass of Christian 
Burial Dec. 7, 2023 at St.John's 
Church; burial in Mount Carmel 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - James D. Demo, 
96; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 
8,2023 at Blessed John XXIII 
Newman Center; burial in Divine 
Mercy Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - John Hart, 70; 
Mass of Christian Burial 2024 at 
Stjohn's Church. 

Plattsburgh - Doris Webb 
Neverett, 97; Memorial Services at 
Stjohn's Church. 

Ticonderoga - Arthur Carpenter 
Hatfield, 89; Funeral Services Dec. 
16,2023 at the Wilcox & Regan 
Funeral Home; burial in the 
Sauquoit Valley Cemetery. 

Watertown - Mary Jane"MJ" 
Fadden, 85; Mass of Christian 
Burial Dec. 12, 2023 at Holy 
Family Church; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Winthrop - Vernon Ivan Gray, 63; 
Funeral Services Dec. 4, 2023 at 
Hammill Funeral Home; burial on 
the farm. 

Winthrop - Eugene L. Taylor, 86; 
Funeral Services Dec. 6, 2023 at 
the Hammill Funeral Home. 
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Notify our office so you don't miss a single 
issue of the North Country Catholic! Call 
(3 I 5) 608-7556 with your winter address. 

2023-2024 Diocesan Directories now available! 

The Official 2023-2024 

2023·2024 Directory of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg includes detailed 

D~mt information about parishes, 
Ogdensburg . ' schools and other Catholic 
Directory organizations. 

The Roman Catholic DiocaeoC 
NorIhem New York 

&;J Order online at 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

or call our office at 
$15.00 315-608-7556 
each to order yours today! 
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Are You or a Loved One Seriously ill? 
There is a wide range of practical videos to support patients receiving palliative care and their families. 

Resources for Patients and Families 
There is a wide range of practical and spiritual videos to support patients receiving palliative care and their families. 

Pastoral Care Training 
For Pastoral Care Ministers, Eucharistic ministers and others who visit the sick, 

the website also provides a 5-video pastoral care training program. 

End-of-Life Moral Medical Issues 
To assist those making end-of-life moral decisions, the website offers a video that is 

an overview of Catholic End-of-Life moral teaching. 

Resources for Professionals 
To support those who care for the seriously ill patient, the website includes video resources, such as, 

A Physician's Perspective on Providing Primary Palliative Care 

For more information, visit us online e 
www.compassionandcope.org @.' 

Resources for 
Patients and Families 

Project Compassion was funded by a grant from the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation 


