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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT 
Are you a single Catholic man 
who is hearing the Lord's call to 
the Priesthood? Consider joining 
others virtually who are listening 
and seeking to respond. 

Date: Jan. 28, Feb.ll, Feb.25 
Time: 4 p.m. to 5 
Place: Zoom 
Features: High school age 

men and older are invited to 
join fellow discerners and Father 
Howard Venette to discuss this 
vocation. 

Contact: You must register 
in order to attend, please go to 
www.rcdony.org/priesthooddis­
cernment 

ONLINE AUCTION 
Saranac Lake - Support St. 
Bernard's School by bidding at the 
Under the Tree Online Auction. 

Date: Bidding between Dec. 3 
to Dec. 10 

Place: https://www.32auc­
tions.com/U nder The Tree23 

Features: The Under The 
Tree Auction is a way for you to 
support St. Bernard's School AND 
get Christmas shopping done! 
Proceeds go toward the school. 

Contact: Call the school office 
with questions 518-891-2830 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

CHRISTMAS GALA 
Minerva - StJoseph Catholic 
Laity for Community Outreach 
presents a North Country Christ­
mas Gala. 

Date: Dec. 9 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Town of Minerva Com­

munity Building 
Cost: $25 per person or $45 

per couple, Prime Rib Dinner, hors 
d' oeuvres, dessert, punch 

Features: 50/50 Raffle and 
Chinese Auction. 

Contact: Call or text 518,605, 
6857 to reserve your tickets. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
Altona - Christmas Festival to be 
held. 

Date: Dec. 10 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.o rg. 

Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: SSJ Motherhouse 
Features: Join us for Exposi-

tion ofthe Blessed Sacrament, a 
reflection given by Deacon James 
Crowley on Mary, Mother of the 
Incarnate Word, time for personal 
prayer,and an opportunity for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Items made by the Sisters of st. 
Joseph and Associates (bakery/ 
sweet treats: stitch-in-time items, 
creative crafts, and a "This and 
That"table) will be available for 
purchase on this retreat day. As in 
previous years, all money received 
will be given to the Victim's Assis­
tance Center as our Advent gift for 
their needs. 

Contact: 315-782-3460 

Items must be received in the NCC offi ce by the Wednesday before publication . 
I---=.;,;,;,.::..:..:..:..:..::.=..........:...~~..:.:....;..,~.....:.;,,;,.:~~~----i CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: Holy Angels Hall 
Features: Craft Fair, Bake Sale, 

Gift Basket Raffle, Live Nativity, 
Christmas Concert, Food and 
Refreshments for sale. 

Contact: For more info., please 
call 518-236-5632 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND 
CAROLS 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish is 
thrilled to announce its Festival of 
Lessons and Carols. It combines 
the timeless beauty of Christmas 
carols with Scripture readings 
that summarize Salvation History. 

Date: Dec. 17 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: Stjohn's Church 
Features: This event will fea-

ture a choir comprised of talented 
individuals from area churches, 
coming together to prepare for 
Christmas through the beauty of 
music. There is no cost to attend, 
and all are welcome. Donations 
are accepted. Join us for this joyful 
and prayerful time. 

Contact: For more informa­
tion, contact the Holy Cross Parish 
Office at 518-563-0730 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

POLISH CHRISTMAS WAFER 
Houseville -The Polish Christmas 
Wafer or OPLATEK is available. 

Cost: $3 per package plus 

shipping and handling 
Features: The Christmas wafer 

or POLATEK, is part of a Polish, 
Lithuanian and Slovak custom 
that is observed during the Vigil 
of Christmas (Wigilia.) After the 
first star is visible, family and 
friends gather around the dinner 
table to share the OPLATEK which 
symbolizes the presence of Christ, 
the Newborn Child. The OPLATEK 
is sent and shared with family 
and friends all over the world 
as a symbol of love, unity and 
forgiveness. 

Contact: To order please call 
315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights of Colum­
bus will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: Dec. 9 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5, Free 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

ADVENT RETREAT 
Watertown - The Sisters of st. 
Joseph to have their Annual 
Advent Retreat. 

Date: Dec. 10 

Clayton - St. Mary's Church 
presents,"A Festival of Sacred 
Christmas Song': 

Date: Dec. 1 0 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Features: Performances by 

St. Mary's and St. Cyril's choirs, 
St. Mary's Youth Choir, Turning 
Point Men's Barbershop Chorus, 
Michele Bariteau on flute, and 
Dan Hammond on percussions. 
Join us for a concert of beautiful 
and uplifting Christmas music. 
A reception will follow. This is a 
free concert, though a free-will 
offering is welcomed. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact St. Mary's parish office at 
315-686-3398. 

ADVENT PARISH 
MISSION CANCELED 
The Advent Parish Mission that 
was to be held at Immaculate 
Conception in Brownville and 
St.Andrew's Church has been 
canceled. 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville -A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday ofthe month. 

Date: Jan. 7 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 
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ST. LAWRENCE 

CORN HOLE TOURNAMENT 
Canton - The Knights of Colum­
bus will have a Cornhole Tourna­
ment. 

Date: Dec. 8 
Time: Doors open at 6 p.m., 

starts at 7 p.m. 
Place: K of C Hall, 30 Miner 

Street 
Cost: $10 per team 
Features: There will be 20 

teams with single elimination. 
First prize, $100; Second Prize, 
$50; Third Prize, $25. Bring your 
own bags. Snack bar available, no 
alcohol allowed. 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Canton - St. Mary's to have a 
Trivia Night for those 21 years and 
older. 

Date: Dec. 9 
Time: Doors open at 5:30 p.m., 

Triva starts at 6 p.m. 
Place: Parish Center 
Cost: $20 per person, includes 

2 alcoholic beverages (beer or 
wine),2 Slices of Pizza, popcorn 
& chips. Non-alcoholic beverages 
included. 

Features: Childcare will be 
provided. Teams of 4-6 Players, 
Single players welcome and will 
be placed with a team. Door 
prizes and grand prize! 

Contact: Call 315-386-2543 or 
visit www.cantoncatholics.com/ 
trivia 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Dec. 10 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets,add $3 
Contact: For more information 

contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 
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YouTube rentoves popular Catholic channel 
By Peter Pinedo 
Catholic News Agency 

A popular Catholic YouTube 
channel run by a religious com­
munity known as the "Home of 
the Mother" was removed by 
YouTube on Nov. 3 for allegedly 
violating the platform's policies 
on spam, deceptive practices, 
and scams. 

The channel titled "HM Televi­
sion (English)" was best known 
for its hugely popular documen­
tary "Allor Nothing." 

The film tells the story of 
Sister Clare Crockett, a young 
Irish nun who gave up an act­
ing career to enter religious 
life and was killed in an earth­
quake while serving in Ecuador 
in 2016. The documentary had 
millions of views before being 
removed along with the rest of 
the channel's videos. 

Sister Kristen Gardner, a mem­
ber of the Servant Sisters of the 
Home of the Mother and author 
of a book about the life of Sis­
ter Clare Crockett, told CNA on 
Wednesday that the sisters were 
especially saddened by the doc­
umentary being removed. De­
spite the religious community 
appealing the decision, Gardner 
said that the channel "remains 
deleted." 

"The Sister Clare documentary 
was doing much good," Gardner 
said, adding that it was "help­
ing to bring many people back 
to the Catholic faith and also to 
pull people out of mediocrity in 
their living out the faith." 

The channel was run by the 
Home of the Mother communi­
ty's "EUK Mamie Foundation," a 
multimedia Catholic apostolate 
centered in Spain, which also 
produced the documentary. 

Gardner said that YouTube, 
which is owned by Google, 
didn't give notice or warnings 
of the channel violating policies 
before removing it. 

"On Nov. 3, we noticed that 
many of our embedded videos, 
including the film about Sister 
Clare Crockett, were display­
ing an error message," she ex­
plained. "We tried to log into the 
YouTube channel where these 
videos were located ... and sur­
prisingly the channel was no 
longer to be found." 

She said they did not find the 
email notification from You­
Tube until after the channel had 
already been removed. 

EUK Mamie immediately ap­
pealed the removal and got a 
quick response from YouTube. 

According to a Nov. 10 EUK 
Mamie statement, YouTube said: 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 MEN'S PRAYER GROUP stp@gmail.com 

will pray the rosary & devotions. Massena - First Saturday of the 
Date: Jan.6 month, men's prayer group to HOLY HOUR 

"After carefully reviewing your 
channel, we have confirmed that 
it violates our policy on spam, 
deceptive practices, and scams." 

"We understand that this is 
not the best of news, but we 
must ensure that YouTube is a 
safe place for all users," You­
Tube went on, adding, "We will 
not restore your YouTube chan­
nel." 

Home of the Mother denied 
that the channel's content vio­
lated any YouTube policies. 

The community said its chan­
nel "has not used its videos to 
deceive or defraud anyone" and 
that it is "not even monetized, 
because HM Television-EUK Ma­
mie never had the intention of 
obtaining economic benefit but 
rather to evangelize, entrust­
ing the future of the channel to 
God's providence." 

The community has since cre­
ated a new English-language 
YouTube channel titled "HM 
Television (International)." The 
channel has 286 subscribers. 
The community also reposted 
the documentary on its "Home 
of the Mother" channel. The vid­
eo currently has 7,000 views. 

Home of the Mother said it 
was "saddest" to lose the previ­
ously posted documentary "be­
cause of the many comments of 

people sharing their testimonies 
and stories." 

"Daily people sent testimo­
nies, both written and oral, of 
the great spiritual good received 
through this documentary," 
Home of the Mother said. "Con­
versions, young people who dis­
cover or accept their vocation 
to the consecrated life or to the 
priesthood, vocations 'saved' in 
a moment of crisis, graces re­
ceived, and many lives changed 
by Sister Clare's witness of con­
version and dedication to God." 

"This video radiated too much 
light and the lord of darkness 
could not bear it," the statement 
went on. "But perhaps we can 
get it back if we fight together 
in defense of religious freedom 
and freedom of conscience. Re­
member that apt saying of Ed­
mund Burke: 'The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing.' 

"We ask for your help to 
spread this message and to pub­
licize this denunciation in all 
the ways and means at your dis­
posal. We also ask for the help 
of your prayers, so that the Lord 
may allow us to recover this tool 
at the service of evangelization." 

YouTube has not yet respond­
ed to CNA's request for com­
ment. 

Norwood - St.Andrew's Church 
to offer Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament every Friday. 

Time:8a.m. meet for Mass and Adoration. Canton - Holy Hour for Vocations Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass 
until Noon 

invitation to follow Jesus Christ as 
a Catholic priest? The Vocation Di­
rectors of NY State are sponsoring 
the New York State Discernment 
Retreat. Place: Notre Dame Church, Date: Jan.6 

Ogdensburg Time:9a.m. 
Features: Rosary with devo- Place: Sacred Heart Church 

tions 
CATHOLIC PARENTING 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY Potsdam - A series of workshops 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church from the Catecheticallnstitute to 
to have first Saturday Rosary be held on Catholic Parenting. 
Devotion. Date: First Sunday of the 

Date: Jan.6 month 
Time: 3:15 p.m. Place: St. Mary's Rectory 
Features: Fi rst Satu rday Features: Attend all or only 

Rosary Devotion to OUR Lady those that interest you. Child care 
of Fatima. Confessions will be can be provided. Event is free. 
available. Saturday Vigil Mass at Contact: For more information 
4p.m. contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-

6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation-

to be held. 
Date: Every Tuesday 
Time: 4:10 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Holy hour followed 

by Mass at 5:15 p.m. and confes-
sions at 5:45 p.m. 

ROSARY FOR LIFE 
Canton - Rosary for life to be 
held. 

Date: Every Sunday 
Time: 4:25 p.m. preceding the 

5 p.m. evening Mass 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

ADORATION 

Features: Sign up is not 
needed. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

ADVENT MYSTERY PLAYERS 
The Advent Mystery Players to 
perform. 

Schedule: Dec. 10,6 p.m.at 
Stjames in Gouverneur; Dec. 17, 
7:15 p.m.at Holy Family Church, 
Watertown. 

STATE EVENTS 

NEW YORK STATE 
DISCERNMENT RETREAT 
Syracuse - Have you felt the 

Date: Jan.2-4 
Place: Christthe King Retreat 

Center. 
Features: Meet seminarians 

and hear their stories. 
Contact: If you are interested, 

register by Dec. 28 bye-mailing 
vocations@syrdio.org. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Alert and listening 
Advent is a time of a 

time of "stirring up," of 
rousing all of us to our 
roots, partly in the spir-

ally alert and listening 
so as not to miss our 
chance for the gifts it 
brings. 

it of repentance, In the first 
and even more in reading, God 
a rousing in joy is pictured on 
to a world-shak- His throne, sur-
ing event. God is rounded by the 
cOming to earth angels. He sends 
in human form. his prophet, Isa-
He will transform iah, with the 
and renew us. news: "Comfort, 

Of course, give comfort 
it happened a '------. ------' to my people, 
few thousand Monsignor Paul says your God. 
years ago, but it E. Whitmore Speak tenderly 
happens again to Jerusalem and 
through the pow- proclaim to her 
er of the Holy Spirit this that ... her gUilt is expiat­
year too! We must be re- ed." In effect, God says 

December 10 

Second Sunday of Advent 

READINGS 
Isaiah 40: 1-5,9-11 

2 Peter 3:8-14 
Mark 1: 1-8 

that they have suffered 
enough. "Every valley 
shall be filled in, every 
mountain and hill shall 
be made low .. . " Then 
he tells his messengers 
to up a high mountain 
and shout: "Here is your 
God ... Like a shepherd 
he feeds his flock; in 
his arms, he gathers the 
lambs .. . !" 

CALLED TO SERVE 

St. Peter, in the second 
reading, is more urgent: 
"But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in 
the night, and then the 
heavens will pass away 
with a mighty roar." He 
echoes John the Baptist 
in his plea for all peo­
ple to repent and be 
cleansed of their sins. 
Why, so that all will ben­
efit from the redemp­
tion promised by the 
Son who is to be born in 
Bethlehem is the God­
man. 

Christ is Himself the 
Gospel of Mark which 
tells us how important 
it is for us to hear the 

And the color is purple 
Did you notice our 

churches have changed 
the color scheme to 
violet, or purple? The 
change in color, it is 
called the liturgical col­
or, happened on the 
first Sunday of Advent, 
December 3 this year, 
and will remain the 
color of the day until 
Christmas Eve. More on 
that in a moment. 

Advent is also the 
start of the Liturgical 
year. 

Violet will be the 
dominant color in this 
season. The priest and 
deacon will wear violet 
vestments. The altar 
cloth is white but may 
be accented with pur-

pIe. Your church might 
have banners or other 
draperies. 

Purple is not the col­
or straight through to 
December 24. White 
will be the color for the 
Immaculate Conception 
and a few other times, 
red for a martyr, and 
the ever-popular rose 
vestment, donned by 
the celebrant and dea­
con, if they choose to, 
on the Third Sunday of 
Advent. 

The Roman Catholic 
Church pretty much 
decides what color is 
appropriate on a giv­
en day. When there are 
choices, the celebrant 
decides. That is why a 

{;;MONASTERY CARD SHOP~l 
Ca.rdS for AU Occasions 

:Mass 'Enro{{,nen ts for your riving & aeceasea fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 AlVi. - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM 
400 PRATT ST.) WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciousblood.org 

celebrant might choose in worship are kept. 
the readings of the day Usually, the deacon and 
over the readings for altar servers are in the 
a particular saint on a sacristy before Mass 
given day, or vice ver- with the celebrant. 
sa. Most days the priest A sacristan might 
celebrant does not have also be responsible for 
a choice. ,---:=-----, matching the ap-

The vestments pointments in 
are the priest's the church to the 
call but who vestment of the 
changes the day. 
other appoint- Perhaps a sex-
ments? Thats ton is assigned 
what the ban- that duty. A 
ners and drapes sexton is the 
and other em- church custo-
bellishments are Deacon dian charged 
called, appoint - Kevin Mastellon with keeping 
ments. the church and 

A few church- parish buildings 
es have a sacristan on prepared for meetings 
staff. The sacristan is and caring for church 
the person in charge of equipment. 
the sacristy and its con- More often than not 
tents, such as the sacred though, the task falls to 
vessels and vestments. the pastor, some vol un­
The person may either teer, or a committee of 
be someone in holy or- the parish faithful. 
ders or a lay person. This year the church 
The sacristy, inciden- is supposed to mag­
tally, is the room in a ically turn from the 
church where the priest somber advent motif of 
prepares for a service, penance, preparation, 
and where vestments and sacrifice, purple, to 
and other things used the joyous nativity col-

DECEMBER 6,2023 

voice of John crying out 
in the wilderness: "Pre­
pare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his path" 
and "one mightier than I 
is coming after me. I am 
not worthy to stoop and 
loosen the thongs of his 
sandals ... " 

There is definitely a 
note of urgency and 
excitement in Advent. 
How we all need to real­
ly listen God's Word in 
these fast-moving two 
weeks until Christmas 
Day! Spend some special 
prayer-time every single 
day as the Holy Spir­
it works powerfully to 
bring "Joy to the World." 

or of white in a matter 
of hours. The fourth 
Sunday of Advent and 
Christmas Eve is shared 
Sunday, December 24. 

Some parishes will 
put up the Christmas 
decorations early but 
will not turn the lights 
on until the appropri­
ate time, Christmas Eve. 
Make believe you do not 
see the creche or other 
appointments and dec­
orations until then. 

We can chat about the 
other liturgical colors 
next time. For now, take 
note of the violet color 
of Advent. Remember 
that the color encour­
ages you to prepare for 
the coming of Christ 
through penance and 
sacrifice. We are pre­
paring for the arrival of 
Jesus on Earth, the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director 
of Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 
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OBITUARIES 
Brasher Falls - Emma Kellan Nov. 24, 2023 at st. Stephen's 
Irizarry, 12; Mass of Christian Church; burial in West Lowville 
Burial Nov. 24, 2023 at St. Patrick's Rural Cemetery. 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Croghan - Mary Cathleen 
Carthage - Marie (Lewis) Black- O'Connor, 81; Mass of Christian 
well, 90; Graveside Services Nov. Burial Dec. 4, 2023 at St. Stephen's 
24,2023 at St. James Cemetery. Church; burial in St. Stephen's 

Cemetery. 
Champlain - Gerald J. Arno, 82; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 2, Ellenburg - Veronica Rowe, 79; 
2023 at St. Mary's Church. Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 1, 

2023 at St. Edmund's Church. 
Champlain - Rita Gloria (De-
mers) Oliver, 89; Mass of Christian Gouverneur - Catherine A. 
Burial Dec.l, 2023 at St. Mary's (House) Benware, 78; Private 
Church; burial in Plattsburgh Services. 
Mausoleum. 

Houseville - John J. Domagala, 
Chasm Falls - Janice M.Johnson, 78; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
84; Memorial Mass and burial to 25,2023 at St. Hedwig's Church; 
be held at a later date. burial in Old Glendale Cemetery. 

Colton - Cynthia M. (Caster) Houseville - Doris June 
Erwin, 69; Funeral Services Nov. (O'Brien) Morak, 65; Private me-
29,2023 at Buck Funeral Home; morial service to be held; burial in 
burial in St. Patrick's Cemetery. Martinsburg Cemetery. 

Constable - Joseph Charles Lake Placid - Robert T. Peacock, 
LaPrad, 87; Funeral Services Dec. 79; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
2,2023 at Frary Funeral Home. 27,2023 at St. Agnes Church; 

burial in St. Agnes Cemetery. 
Constable - Dayton E. Tuper, 
92; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. Massena - Madelyn F. Aponte, 
21,2023 at St. Francis of Assisi 60; Graveside Services Nov. 21, 
Church; burial in StJoseph's 2023 at Calvary Cemetery. 
Cemetery, Bombay. 

Massena - Arlene M. (Jacobs) 
Croghan - Nancy J. (Edwards) Bouvier, 94; Mass of Christian 
Beyer, 85; Mass of Christian Burial Burial Dec. 1,2023 at Church of 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
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the Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Theresa P. (La Bier) 
Higgins, 95; Graveside services 
Dec. 2, 2023 at St. Joseph's Ceme-
tery, Mooers. 

Massena - Dorothy A. (Peets) 
Jarvis, 79; Private Services; burial 
in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Martina A. (Bow-
mans) Kennedy, 89; Private Mass 
of Christian Burial at St. Mary's 
Church. 

Newcomb - Gerald Goulet; Mass 
of Christian Burial Nov. 25, 2023 
at St.Therese Church; burial in St. 
Therese Cemetery. 

Norfolk - Audrey (Monica) 
Bushey, 90; Graveside Services 
Dec. 2, 2023 at Visitation Ceme-
tery. 

Ogdensburg - Richard F. Hawes, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
30,2023 at Notre Dame Church; 
burial in Oswegatchie Mausole-
um. 

Olmstedville - Florencetta 
"Floss" (Brannon) Savarie, 91; 
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 1 , 
2023 at StJoseph's Church. 

Peru - Sandra Lee (Bird) 
Geppner, 80; Funeral Services 
Nov. 29, 2023 at the Hamilton 

Funeral Home; burial in St. Peter's 25,2023 at St. Patrick's Church; 
Cemetery, Plattsburgh. burial in StJoseph's Cemetery, 

Coopersville. 
Peru - William D. Miner, 95; 

Schroon Lake - Cynthia (De-Graveside Services in spring at St. 
Augustine's Cemetery. lalia) Wilson, 61; Mass of Christian 

Burial Nov. 27, 2023 at Our Lady of 
Peru - Harriet F."Nan" (Darling) Lourdes Church. 
Riccardelli, 89; Mass of Christian 

Scoita - Rosemary C. (Reynolds) Burial Dec. 4, 2023 at St. Augus-
Ducharme, 95; Funeral Services tine's Church; burial in parish 

cemetery. Dec. 1,2023 atTownley & Wheeler 
Funeral Home, Ballston Lake; 

Peru - Victor Bernard Sheffield, burial in StJoseph's Cemetery, 

83; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. Dannemora. 

6,2023 at St. Augustine's Church; 
Star Lake - Ethel M. (Pickering) 

burial in parish cemetery. 
Kinney, 100; Mass of Christian 

Plattsburgh - Shirley Bell, 84; Burial Nov. 22, 2023 at St. Hubert 
Church; burial in St. Michael's Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
Cemetery, Fine. 

30,2023 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial in Plattsburgh Community Tupper Lake - Charles P. Bake, 
Mausoleum. Jr., 93; Mass of Christian Burial 

Nov. 29, 2023 at St. Alphonsus 
Plattsburgh - Clayton Provost, Church. 
88; Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 1, 
2023 at St. Peter's Church; burial Watertown - Patricia A. (Burns) 
in St. Peter's Cemetery. De Traglia, 80; Funeral Services 

Dec. 2, 2023 at Cummings Funeral 
Port Henry - Betty L. (Ploufe) Service, Inc.; burial in Glenwood 
Moore, 90; Mass of Christian Cemetery. 
Burial Nov. 27, 2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church. Watertown - Samuel L.Surace, 

87; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
Port Henry - Richard Francis 25,2023 at Holy Family Church; 
Sherman, 85; Mass of Christian burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 
Burial Nov. 20, 2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church. Watertown - Maureen A. (Ma-

har) Swartz, 82; Mass of Christian 
Rouses Point - Pauline G. Prou- Burial Nov.25, 2023 at St. Patrick's 
lx, 87; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. Church. 
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(Left) Mercy (are for the Adirondack's Game Day was enjoyed by Mercy (are Friendship Volunteers, Elder Friends, and St. Joe's Veterans and First Responder residents. (Right) 
Participants test out reimagined multigenerational versions of classic board games Trivial Pursuit, Scrabble and Life. 

Mercy Care, St. Joe's teant up for Gante Day 
On November 15, 2023 and 

held at First Presbyterian 
Church in Saranac Lake, Mercy 
Care for the Adirondacks host­
ed their Friendship Volunteers, 
Elder Friends, and St. Joe's Vet­
erans and First Responder Res­
idents for lunch and Game Day. 
Guests tested out new reimag­
ined multigenerational versions 
of the classic board games Triv­
ial Pursuit, Scrabble, and Life. 

Volunteers, Elder Friends, and 
St. Joe's Veterans and First Re­
sponder Residents socializing 
together was to help ease isola­
tion and loneliness people of all 
ages are experiencing, especial­
ly in the aftermath of COVlD-19. 

games, and turning strangers 
into friends! Got me out of my 
home after being isolated for 6 
months!" 

Mercy Care's mission is to 
enhance the fullness of life of 
Elders living in our communi­
ty. "Creativity in Aging" events 
are designed to offer elders the 
opportunity to stay connected 
to their community. Mercy Care 
hosts Creativity in Aging Pro­
grams throughout the year in 

the Tri-Lakes area. 
If you are interested in be­

coming a Mercy Care Friendship 
Volunteer or Parish Nurse or if 
you are an elder and need the 
services of a Mercy Care Volun­
teer, please call Mercy Care's 
Elder Care Manager, Katherine 
Rhodes at 518-523-5585, con­
tact her bye-mail at krhodes@ 
adkmercy.org, or visit Mercy 
Care's Website at www.adkmer­
cy.org The purpose of Mercy Care 

Noting the impact of these 
events is best illustrated in a 
quote from a Mercy Care Elder 
Friend who said, "I had a won­
derful experience, meeting new 
people, sharing a meal, playing 

Diocese offers $200 ntillion to abuse victints 
By Tina Dennelly 
Catholic News Agency 

In what it called its 
"best and final" offer to 
survivors of abuse, the 
Diocese of Rockville Cen­
tre in New York on Mon­
day proposed a plan that 
offers $200 million to 
approximately 600 sur­
vivors of abuse, the larg­
est-ever settlement offer 
made in diocesan bank­
ruptcy history. 

The new plan includes 
an immediate cash pay­
out of a minimum of 
$100,000 to claimants 
with a lawsuit and a 
$50,000 mlllimum to 
claimants without a qual­
ifying lawsuit. 

In a statement released 

Monday, the Long Island 
diocese called the plan 
"the best, most efficient, 
and most effective means 
to immediately begin 
compensating all eligible 
survivors equitably while 
allowing the diocese to 
emerge from bankruptcy 
and continue its charita­
ble mission." 

The settlement offer 
includes a diocesan con­
tribution of $ 50 million 
as well as a $150 million 
contribution from "par­
ishes, co-insured parties, 
and other Catholic min­
istries," according to the 
statement. 

"The diocese agrees 
with Bankruptcy Court 
Judge Martin Glenn, 
who is overseeing the 

case, that survivors have 
waited too long for com­
pensation and that any 
alternative to a global 
settlement plan creates 
chaos that puts both sur­
vivor compensation and 
the futures of parishes at 
risk," the statement con­
tinued. 

In July, Manhat-
tan-based Glenn, the 
chief bankruptcy judge 
for the Southern District 
of New York, threatened 
to end bankruptcy pro­
ceedings if the diocese 
and abuse survivors 
could not reach an agree­
ment, which would then 
send the cases back to 
state court for civil trials, 
Newsday reported at the 
time. 

In its Nov. 27 state­
ment, the diocese said it 
"has already made it clear 
that it is at the end of its 
resources. Continuing 
to prolong the case, or 
dismissing the case, will 
ensure that payments to 
survivors only go down 
from the current settle­
ment offer contained in 
the plan." 

On Tuesday, however, 
Glenn said he would not 
approve a bankruptcy 
plan without detailed in­
formation from the dio­
cese's parishes, as abuse 
claimants who would 
vote on the plan need to 
be able to weigh the val­
ue of their claim against 
the available resources 
at the parish where their 

abuse occurred, Reuters 
reported Nov. 28. 

According to Reuters, 
James Stang, a repre­
sentative of the official 
committee of abuse sur­
vivors in the case, said 
claimants would not vote 
for the new plan because 
it would eliminate legal 
claims against individual 
parishes. 

The Diocese of Rock­
ville Centre filed for 
bankruptcy in October 
2020 after the passage 
of the Child Victims Act 
in New York in 2019 al­
lowed for sex abuse law­
suits to be filed in past 
cases where survivors 
had not yet taken action, 
long after the statute of 
limitations had expired. 


