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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 

Pope Francis decries German Synodal Way 
VATICAN CITY (CNA) -In an interview published Jan. 25, Pope Fran­
cis decried the German Synodal Way as elitist, unhelpful, and run­
ning the risk of bringing ideological harm to Church processes."The 
German experience does not help,"the pontiff told Associated Press 
when asked about the controversial process, explaining that dia­
logue should involve"all the people of God."The 86-year-old pontiff 
contrasted the German event, which is not a synod, with the uni­
versal Church's recently extended Synod on Synodality. Francis said 
on Tuesday that the global synod's aim was to"help this more elitist 
(German) path so that it does not end badly in some way, but so is 
also integrated into the Church."While Pope Francis did not delve 
into details of the demands made in Germany, he plainly described 
the Synodal Way as perilous."Here the danger that something very, 
very ideological trickles in. When ideology gets involved in church 
processes, the Holy Spirit goes home, because ideology overcomes 
the Holy Spirit," he said in the wide-ranging interview that also in­
cluded remarks about the Church's stance on homosexuality, the 
loss of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI- and his health. Since its 
launch by Cardinal Reinhard Marx in 2019, the German Synodal 
Way has courted controversy. Participants have voted in favor of 
draft documents calling for the priestly ordination of women, 
same-sex blessings, and changes to Church teaching on homosex­
ual acts, prompting accusations of heresy and fears of schism. Con­
cerns have been publicly raised by Church leaders from Poland, the 
Nordic countries, and around the world. 

Alabama governor adds protection to religious freedom 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA (CNA) - Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey, a Repub­
lican, signed an executive order Friday to protect religious freedom 
in the state. The executive order ensures the enforcement ofthe Al­
abama Religious Freedom Amendment. Passed by the state Legis­
lature in 1998, the amendment to the state constitution guarantees 
the freedom from government coercion in violation of one's religion 
to all individuals and businesses holding state licenses as well as all 
state contractors, employees, and grant and benefits recipients. "As 
I have promised, under my watch, our state government will always 
reflect the values of our people," Ivey, who has served as governor 
since 2017, said."Religious freedom is the cornerstone of the Amer­
ican way of life, and as governor,l will always protect the rights of 
Alabamians and ensure they are free to exercise their beliefs as pro­
vided in the Constitution." Donald Carson, communications director 
for the Diocese of Birmingham, applauded the governor's action. 
"Catholics in the Diocese of Birmingham, which covers central and 
northern Alabama, are blessed to live and work in this state with 
such strong affirmation of religious freedom," Carson told CNA. Reli­
gious Liberty in the States, a database on freedom of religion in the 
U.s. maintained by the Center for Religion, Culture, and Democracy, 
ranked Alabama as the 12th best for religious freedom in 2022. 

Baker loses appeal over 
transgender birthday cake 

By Kevin J.Jones 
Catholic News Agency 

A Colorado appellate 
court has ruled against a 
baker who appeared in 
court once again for de­
clining to make a cake 
that contradicts his reli­
gious beliefs. 

While jack Phillips' suc­
cessful U.S. Supreme 
Court case concerned his 
refusal to make a same­
sex wedding cake, he 
now faces a civil lawsuit 
for declining to make a 
cake celebrating a pur­
ported gender transition 
of a transgender-identify­
ing attorney. 

In a Thursday decision, 
a Colorado Court of Ap­
peals three-judge panel 
sided with Autumn Scar­
dina, a man who identi­
fies as a trans gender 
woman. Scardina said 
Phillips and his Lake­
wood, Colorado, Master­
piece Cakeshop 
discriminated when he 
declined to bake a pink 
cake with blue frosting to 
celebrate Scardina's pur­
ported gender change. 

Phillips has ruled out 
making various kinds of 
cakes he says would vio­
late his Christian reli­
gious beliefs. He is 
represented by the Al­
liance Defending Free­
dom legal group, which 
will appeal the case to 
the Colorado Supreme 
Court. 

"Free speech is for 
everyone. No one should 
be forced to express a 
message that violates 
their core beliefs," Jake 
Warner, Alliance Defend­
ing Freedom senior 
counsel, said jan. 26. 

"Over a decade ago, 
Colorado officials began 
targeting jack, misusing 
state law to force him to 
say things he does not 

believe," Warner said. 
"Then an activist attor­
ney continued that cru­
sade. This cruelty must 
stop. One need not agree 
with jack's views to agree 
that all Americans should 
be free to say what they 
believe, even if the gov­
ernment disagrees with 
those beliefs." 

Phillips' attorneys had 
appealed a 2021 trial 
court's judgment in favor 
of Scardina, ruling that 
Phillips and his bakery 
violated state anti-dis­
crimination law. 

The jan. 26 appellate 
court decision, written 
by judge Thomas j. 
Schutz, sided with Scar­
dina's claim to have been 
denied service because 
of a transgender identity, 
in violation of the right to 
be free from discrimina­
tion in a place of public 
accommodation. 

Schutz said the defen­
dants "contend their de­
cision not to make a cake 
for Scardina was based 
on their firm and sincere 
religious beliefs and the 
right to be free from 
compelled speech that 
would violate those be­
liefs." 

However, Schutz re­
jected the argument that 
the Colorado law com­
pelled speech in this 
case. 

"It was only after Scar­
dina disclosed that she 
was transgender and in­
tended to use the cake to 
celebrate both her birth­
day and her transition 
that Masterpiece and 
Phillips refused to pro­
vide the cake," said the 
ruling. 'Thus, it was Scar­
dina's transgender sta­
tus, and her desire to use 
the cake in celebration of 
that status, that caused 
Masterpiece and Phillips 
to refuse to provide the 

cake." 
According to the ruling, 

Scardina's cake request 
differed from previous 
cake requests, which re­
quired an explicit mes­
sage. 

"We conclude that cre­
ating a pink cake with 
blue frosting is not in­
herently expressive and 
any message or symbol­
ism it provides to an ob­
server would not be 
attributed to the baker," 
said the ruling, which 
concluded the state law 
therefore does not com­
pel speech. 

The use of the plain­
tiff's transgender pro­
nouns was also an issue 
in the appeal. Schutz re­
jected arguments that 
the trial court showed 
hostility toward the reli­
gious beliefs of Phillips 
and his wife, Debra. 

'The trial court initially 
indicated it would not 
force parties in the case 
to use pronouns they 
found offensive," the 
court's decision contin­
ued. "However, the court 
noted that Ms. Phillips' 
decision to avoid using 
feminine pronouns when 
referring to Ms. Scardina 
was relevant to the cred­
ibility of her suggestion 
that Scardina's transgen­
der status was unrelated 
to the decision not to 
make the requested 
cake." 

"We do not discern any 
suggestion of hostility in 
the court's statements," 
the ruling said. 

Phillips has been in­
volved in legal trouble 
for more than a decade in 
cases that implicate free 
speech and the place of 
Christians in public life 
as changes to anti-dis­
crimination laws provide 
more avenues for law­
suits against them. 
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ADIRONDACK-FRANKLIN 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
Lake Placid - Monthly praise and 
worship to be held. 

Date: First Friday of the month 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: St. Agnes Church 
Features: Music led by Joey 

and MC Izzo. Time for fellowship 
and snacks afterwards. Will be 
livestreamed as well on St. Agnes 
Facebook page. 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St. Regis Falls - All are invited to 
the monthly first Saturday Devo­
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations. 

Date: First Saturday of the 
Month 

Time: Following the 4:30 antic­
ipated Mass 

Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: Prayer after Mass, 

Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls 
and the Holy Souls, Novena in 
Honor of Our Lady of the Miracu­
lous Medal, Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Adoration 
ofthe Blessed Sacrament reposed 
in the Tabernacle, and prayers for 
the Holy Father and his intentions. 

CLINTON 

PREPARATION FOR PARISH 
NURSING 
Plattsburgh - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks will offer preparation 
for the role of Parish Nurse. 

Date: Beginning March 10 
Place: StJoseph's Outreach 

Center 
Features: This course is open to 

registered nurses and others who 
are interested in health ministry 
in their parishes or with Mercy 
Care. Parish Nurses (Faith Commu­
nity Nurses) assist the members of 
their faith community to maintain 
or regain wholeness in body, mind 
and spirit.They promote wellness 
by health screening, health educa­
tion, advocating for clients, con­
necting them to services in their 
community, listening and provid­
ing supportThere is no charge, 
but registration is required. It is 
36-hour course offered on Fridays 
and Saturdays in March. 

Contact: For information, 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, po Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Cost: $20 
Features: The retreat will be 

run by Sister Mary Michael Fox,Op, 
a member ofthe Dominican Sis­
ters of St. Cecilia in Nashville. 

Contact: To register go to, 
www.rcdony.org/healingretreat 

ST. LAWRENCE 

MEAL DELIVERY 
DRIVERS NEEDED 
The St. Lawrence County Office for 
the Aging is seeking drivers for 
home delivered meals in Brasher 
Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur, 
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots­
dam and Star Lake. 

Features: Drivers deliver hot, 
nutritious meals to older adults. 
Many are homebound and receive 
a lunchtime meal Monday 
through Friday. A critical compo-

1-----------.---------:---1 nent of this program is the daily 
please contact Alexandria (Lexi) Council 7471 Knights of Columbus wellness check that is provided. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

Bevilacqua, Program Director at will be having a spaghetti & Drivers receive a mileage reim-
abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or meatball dinner. bursement. Typical deliveries take 
518-523-5446. Date: Feb. 11 place between 9:30 a.m. and 

Time: 4 p.m. to 7 11:30 a.m. Routes can be between 
ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Adoration to be 
held weekly. 

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Place: Stjohn's in the Holy 

Family Basement 
Features: Come to an out of 

the way place and rest awhile in 
Jesus' Presence. Experience His 
healing power, grace, love and 
mercy for yourselves and loved 
ones. 

Contact: For more information, 
to become a substitute or to sign 
up for an hour, please contact 
518-563-3773. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville -A Holy Hour of Adora­
tion with the Divine Mercy Chap­
let will be observed the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Date: Feb.5 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 

Place: St. Mary's Parish Center one hour and two hours. Any help 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; is greatly appreciated. 

Children 12 and under, $5; under Contact: If you are interested 
5, Free; Quart of sauce, $6 please contact Danielle Durant at 

Contact: For more information 315-386-4730. 
call 315-629-4678 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - A pancake breakfast 
to be held to benefit Augustinian 
Academy sponsored by the Father 
John Cosmic Council 291 ofthe 
Knights of Columbus 

Date: Feb. 12 
Time: 8AM to Noon 
Place: Stjames Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; 

Children under 10, $4; Family of 4 
or more, $27 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

WOMEN'S PRAYER 
& HEALING RETREAT 
Watertown - The Department of 
Faith Formation will be having a 
Women's Prayer and Healing re­
treat. 

Date: March 31 
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: Sisters of StJoseph 

Hearthside Room 

ADORATION 
Norwood - St. Andrew's Church to 
offer Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament every Friday. 

Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass until 
Noon 

Features: Sign up is not 
needed. 

BISHOP BARRON 
STUDY PROGRAM 
Massena - St. Peter's Parish will 
have an 8 week study program 
using Bishop Barron's "Conversion': 

Date: Tuesdays starting Jan. 31 
Time: 2 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Contact: St Peters Office at 

315-769-2469 or visit website at 
massenacathoilcs.com for info 
and registration 

THE CHOSEN 1 & 2 
Massena - St. Peter's Parish will 
be showing "The Chosen" 1 and 2. 

Date: Season 1 starts Wednes-
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days Feb. 1 and Season 2 starts 
Mondays Jan. 30 

Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Contact: Call St Peter's Office at 

315-769-2469 or visit website at 
massenacatholics.com for info 
and registration. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devo­
tions for First Saturday. 

Date: Feb.4 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosa ry with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY 
ROSARY DEVOTION 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to 
have first Saturday Rosary Devo­
tion. 

Date: Feb.4 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosary 

Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima. 
Confessions will be available.Sat­
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: Feb.4 
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Coffee and donuts 

after service in the parish center 
Contact: Bob Brothers at 315-

842-2886 

ST. JAMES GALA 
Gouverneur - St. James School 
will have their 2023 Gala, "Return 
to Vegas': 

Date: Feb.ll 
Time: 5:45 p.m. to Midnight 
Place: Stjames School 
Cost: $75, includes dinner, 

drinks, dancing, admission to auc­
tions, door prizes, games, raffles 
and new surprises at our premiere 
event! Must be 21 years of age. 

Features: The lights, the excite­
ment, the suspense, the fun .. .. its 
back IN PERSON! Return to our 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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Vegas themed night to try your 
luck and help us raise a buck! Join 
us for all our party favorites in­
cluding the in person treasure 
chest keys, silent and live auc­
tions' Pay and Pick game, raffles, 
prizes, full course meal, famous 
dessert bar, cash bar and dancing! 

Contact: For more information 
please contact 315-287-0114 or 
Stjames School 315-287-0130 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Feb.12 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11 :30 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

PRIEST, PROPHET, KING 
Ogdensburg - St. Mary's Cathe­
dral to host a Lenten study featur­
ing Bishop Robert Barron's 
DVD-based Study Program: Priest, 
Prophet, King. 

Date: Thursdays starting Feb. 
2nd to March 16th. 

Time: 2 sessions to choose 
from, 9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. 

Place: Bishop Brzana Hall. 
Features: Join us as we deepen 

our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Explore the biblical archetypes of 
priest, prophet, and king and see 
how Jesus is the ultimate fulfill­
ment of each one. Throughout 
this experience, you will better 
understand who Jesus really is 
and also realize your own priestly, 
prophetic, and kingly mission. No 
charge for the workbooks, but do­
nations will be accepted. 

Contact: Email 
billob315@gmail.com (preferred) 
or if you don't have email, simply 
call between 5 and 9 p.m.at:315-
528-0461 to register. 

40 CANS FOR LENT 
Canton - The Knights of Colum-

I[NOR TH COU NTR Y CAT H O LI C II AROUND THE DIOCESE • 
bus in Canton invite you to partic­
ipate in the "40 Cans for Lent" 
program as part of your Lenten 
journey. 

Features: Simply donate one 
can of food or a non-perishable 
item for each of the 40 days of 
Lent. Donations can be made at 
any of the doors at St. Mary's 
Church 68 Court St. in Canton. 
Lent provides an opportunity for 
each of us to live generously- to 
show gratitude for God's gifts to 
us and to share those gifts with 
others. 

DAY OF REFLECTION 
Ogdensburg - The Department of 
Faith Formation will be hosting a 
Day of Reflection. 

Date: April 1 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $30, lunch is included 
Features: Sister Mary Michael 

Fox, Op, a member of the Domini­
can Sisters of St. Cecilia in 
Nashville will present "Blessed, 
Broken, Given: Living Eucharistia"! 

Contact: To Register go to 
www.rcdony.org/dayofreflection 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program, 
starting late February in Gou­
verneur, Canton and 
Potsdam/Colton. 

Dates: Facilitators at each site 
will contact registrants to estab­
lish exact dates and times for the 
meetings. 

Cost: $25 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta­
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for­
giveness, money issues, dealing 
with children and a former 
spouse, and annulment and re­
marriage. This program is for the 
newly separated and divorced 
and those still struggling with is­
sues many years later. 

Contact: Register online at 
www.rcdony.org/survivingdi­
vorce. For more information con­
tact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc-

dony.org. 

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY 
All are invited to attend this free 
seminar, Loving Authentically: 
Sex, Happiness and Catholic 
Teaching designed to deepen our 
understanding of how Church 
doctrine on sexual morality con­
nects with our happiness. 

Schedule: 3 different times 
and locations to attend. Feb. 12, 
2023 at Newman Center, Platts­
burgh 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
April 22, 2023 at St. Bernard's 
Saranac Lake 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
May 20,2023 at St. Mary's Ticon­
deroga 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Features: Program will be a 
showing of "Un protected: A Pope, 
the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual 
Chaos."With Q & A led by Natural 
Family Planning Directors,Angelo 
and Suzanne Pietropaoli and 
Catholic Theologian, Maura Hear­
den Fehlner, Ph.D. Lunch will be 
provided. 

Contact: To register go 
www.rcdony.org/lovingauthenti­
cally. For more information con­
tact Stephen Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc­
dony.org 

RITE OF ELECTION 
Ogdensburg -The Rite of Election 
will be held the first Sunday of 
Lent. All are invited to experience 
this liturgy and offer prayer and 
support to the Catechumen and 
Candidates preparing for full initi­
ation into the Catholic Church this 
Easter. 

Date: Feb.26 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Contact: Anita Soltero at 

asoltero@rcdony.org or 518-310-
3669 with questions. 

YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT 
Lenten Retreats for youth in 
grades 7 to 12 to be held. 

Schedule: March 4 at Sacred 
Heart Church (Dostie Hall), Water­
town 1 :30 p.m. to 4 p.m. with 
Mass at 4:30 p.m.; March 18 at St. 
Peter's Church (Emmaus Room) 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. with Mass at 4 
p.m. 

Features: During this retreat, 
youth will be able to have fun 
while putting together their "Best 
Lent Yet" plan! Drinks and snacks 
will be provided. There is no fee to 
attend and, retreatants are en­
couraged to attend the Mass of­
fering. 

Contact: Registration is re­
quired to attend. The deadline to 
register is: March 1. To register 
visit: www.rcdony.org/lentenre­
treat When registering, please 
choose the date and location that 
works best for you. For more in­
formation Contact: Tom Semer­
aro @ 315-393-2920 ext. 1415 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 
Massena -The Vocation Office and 
the Office of Youth Ministry is 
sponsoring a Middle School Re­
treat (Grades 6-8) in the St. 
Lawrence/Franklin region of the 
Diocese. 

Date: March 22 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: The purpose of a 

Middle School Retreat is to guide 
young women and men to 
prayerfully consider what God's 
plan is for their lives. This invita­
tion is open to students in Grades 
6-8 both in the Catholic schools 
and public schools. This is a Re­
treat Day for the students and is 
considered a legal excused ab­
sence. 

Contact: Contact your pastor, 
Catholic school principal, or Reli­
gious Education Coordinator for a 
registration form. 

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER CAMP 
2023 registration is open. New 
this year is a mini session for 
youth 11-13 years old along with 
the annual sleepaway camp 
weeks for ages 11 to 18. 

Dates: The season starts July 
5th and ends Aug. 11th. 

Cost: Mini session is $200 and 
the weeklong sessions is $425 per 
camper. Meals and accommoda­
tions are included in the registra­
tion fee. 

Features: There are so many 
fun things to do at camp! Like arts 
and crafts, Project Adventure, 

Liturgy, rappelling, hiking, basket­
ball, or soccer, swimming and wa­
tercrafts. Evenings at camp are 
packed with fun activities like 
bonfire time, a dance, outdoor 
movies, and camp-wide games. 

Contact: To sign up for camp 
please visit: 
wwwJcdony.org/youth/camp or 
call, Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-393-
2290 ext. 1413 

SUMMER CAMP 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 
Saranac Lake - The Diocese of Og­
densburg is seeking an energetic 
and dedicated individual for the 
position of Summer Youth Camp 
Director at the Guggenheim Cen­
ter. 

Features: Summer Camp 
Guggenheim has been a"home 
away from home" for people ages 
12 to 18 years old since 1972. 
Hike, Swim, Praise, and a whole 
lot more! Summer camp Guggen­
heim is a high energy camp filled 
with activities and opportunities 
for campers to experience their 
faith and joyfully celebrate it. 

Contact: To apply please visit: 
www.rcdony.org/information/em 
ployment Questions or inquiries 
Tom Semeraro, Director of Youth 
Ministry 315-393-2920 ext. 1415 
www.rcdony.org/youth 

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES 

CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE 
Syracuse -Diocese of Syracuse 
Catholic Men's Conference, Ignite 
2023 to be held. 

Date: March 25 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Place: SRC Arena & Event Cen-

ter 
Cost: $55 through March 7, $65 

after March 7, $70 at the door 
Features: Scheduled speakers 

include Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Christopher Stefanick, Mike 
McGlinn and Gus Lloyd. Open to 
men ages 16 - 96. A near sell-out 
crowd is expected because ofthe 
slate of speakers. 

Contact: For more information 
and to register, visit 
https://www.ignitecatholicmen.o 
rg 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Look to those looking for light 
One of the great con­

cerns of Pope Francis 
since his election is that 
of hospitality, 
openness to 
other Christians, 
working for real 
Church unity. 
The theme of the 
Week for Chris­
tian Unity this 
year asked a 
question: "Has 

efforts. We must walk to­
gether in the Holy Spirit. 
It's a very special aspect 

Christ been di- Monsignor 
vided?" Our Holy Paul E. 
Father has said Whitmore 
with intense sin-

of the New Evan­
gelization. While 
we take joy and 
constant nourish­
ment from our 
cherished forms 
of worship and 
devotions, we 
must be always 
aware that Christ 
established One 

Church, not many. 
Jesus, in the 

Gospel today says 
cerity that our di­
visions must stop. They 
are not inevitable. With 
humility and trust we 
must continue our jour­
ney together, exploring 
reasons for our differ­
ences. Unity will not 
come for merely human 

to those who had 
just heard His teaching 
on the Beatitudes, "You 
are the salt of the 
earth ... you are the light 
of the world." In this pas­
sage, Jesus urges them 
not to "light a lamp, and 
then put it under a 

February 5 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Isaiah 58:7 -10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16 

bushel basket." No, "Your 
light must shine before 
others, that they may see 
your good deeds and 
glorify your heavenly Fa­
ther." 

We need always to look 
outward to those who 
are looking for light, as 
well as to those who 
have given up hope of 
ever finding it! Love isn't 
love until it is shared, not 
just to our own, but to all 
whom we meet in our 
streets and in the public 
square. 

CALLED TO SERVE 

A special way to be 
light-bearers is to look to 
the physical needs of our 
neighbor. 

In our first reading 
today from "late" Isaiah, 
we hear the prophet giv­
ing God's word to those 
who had just returned 
from the Babylonian 
exile, a people who were 
eager to observe the ritu­
als which had been de­
nied them for many 
years. At the beginning 
of this 58th chapter, the 
prophet is scolding them 
for their lack of concern 
for widows, orphans and 
aliens, despite their ob­
servance of many fasts. 
But then his tone 
abruptly changes. He 
tells them that if they 
look beyond their self­
ishness and take care of 

But it was just Christmas 
One of us, I can't recall 

if was Kathy or me, said 
in the course of conver­
sation the other night 
that our digital ther­
mometer was kaput. 
That was our conclusion 
after the thermometer 
read 56 degrees in a 
roast that had been in 
the oven for several 
hours. Mind you we were 
educated in the liberal 
arts so maybe the ther­
mometer was correct, 
but we decided it was 
broken. 

Scrounging around the 
catch-all drawer in the 
kitchen, I found an old­
fashioned meat ther­
mometer, and it read 140 
degrees. Time to take the 
roast out and let it rest. 

The off-hand comment 
about the non-function­
ing thermometer came at 
a dinner with our daugh-

ter, son-in-law and three 
grandsons. 

The words had barely 
been uttered before I no­
ticed my daughter's eyes 
move immediately to my 
son-in-law and I could al­
most read the telepathic 
communication between 
them. "Christmas pres­
ent." 

It turns out, that was 
exactly what they were 
thinking so I guess we 
will have to make-do 
with our old-fashioned 
(but working, I might 
add) thermometer for 
roughly eleven months 
until Christmas comes 
around on the calendar 
again. 

We are in the process of 
de-Christmasizing our 
home. With luck, we will 
have all the Christmas 
decorations stored away 
by Ash Wednesday. The 

outside lights, which 
never really 
worked to my 
satisfaction, will 
be the last to 
come down. Cer­
tainly, by Easter. 
Maybe! 

I'll commit to 
figuring out why 
one string did 
not light, or re- Deacon 

already thinking about 
un-decorating 
after we celebrate 
the Baptism of 
the Lord and put­
ting up the Ordi-
nary Time 
banners and 
things. 

place it, before Kevin Mastellon 
next Christmas 

While the green 
goes up, parish 
Liturgy Commit­

tees and staff are 
seeing purple. 

season. I did not 
say when I'll figure that 
out, just that I am com­
mitted to do it. 

Meanwhile, we have 
been working on the Lent 
and Holy Week schedule. 

That's the way things 
work in a parish. We 
might be celebrating the 
Octave of Christmas, but 
pastors and others re­
sponsible for appoint­
ments in church are 

Lent is coming. 
Do we have a sufficient 

supply of ashes? Will we 
cover all the statues Holy 
Week this year? 

In a multi-site parish 
(which most of us are 
now) where will stations 
of the cross be held and 
on what days. 

Did we arrange for a 
Lenten retreat this year? 
When is it? Where will 
the Holy Week celebra-

those in need, "then your 
light shall break forth 
like the dawn .... and the 
glory of the Lord shall be 
your rear guard." If you 
correct your unjust be­
havior, "then you shall 
cry for help, and he [God] 
will say 'Here I am!" 

Very often our long, 
cold winters can bring 
depression and darkness 
to our souls. The best 
medicine for huddling 
inwardly in misery these 
days is to look to the 
misery of our neighbors, 
whether spiritual or 
physical. Heeding the 
words of Pope Francis 
can lift our spirits and 
bring the warmth of 
Christ's light to our 
neighbor and welcome 
him to the community of 
the Church. 

tions take place? How 
many candidates and 
catechumens will we be 
taking to the Rite of Elec­
tion at the Cathedral, and 
how many will receive 
sacraments at the Easter 
Vigil? 

And the list goes on. 
Five more things oc­
curred to me as I wrote 
the preceding sentence. 

We will wait patiently 
for next year's surprise 
gift of a new digital meat 
thermometer from our 
family. Meanwhile, we 
will focus for the mo­
ment on more immediate 
concerns. 

Did anyone order a 
new Easter Candle? 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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Christian hope in 
Lunar New Year 

After three years of closures and impediments due 
to the pandemic, endless crowds of people travel 
through China to spend the days of the Chinese New 
Year with their loved ones. 

For days, the streets of all Chinese cities have been 
invaded by decorations, lanterns and colored lights. 
Red festoons with good wishes are hung on the doors 
of the houses. New Year's Eve dinners, fireworks, red 
envelopes with money inside to be donated to young 
and old - everything seems to be ready for the feast. 
And at the same time, a veil of sadness hangs over 
the upcoming holiday. 

Chinese New Year 2023 marks the beginning of the 
Year of the Rabbit, a lucky, meek and kind animal, ac­
cording to the Chinese horoscope. People wish each 
other that the rabbit "brings good luck," that the com­
ing year is one of peace and serenity. And the 
Catholic Church in China also embraces the senti­
ments, the sorrows and the expectations of the peo­
ple, in this festive time, and lives them in the light of 
faith, hope and charity, gifts that Christ can kindle in 
the heart of every Christian. 

Masses are celebrated on the vigil and thanksgiv­
ing liturgies to the Lord on New Year's Day in 
parishes. The people of God once again fill churches 
and chapels, as in normal times in the solemnities of 
Christmas and Easter. The pastoral initiatives of the 
Catholic communities are also reconfigured around 
the festive season, which is an opportunity to dedi­
cate special attention to the lonely, the elderly and 
those with difficulties. 

In the diocese of Zhengzhou, Henan province, the 
Charity Group has created small teams of people 
from different parishes who travel to the most iso­
lated villages and towns in the countryside to visit 
families in need and bring them spiritual and mate­
rial help. Priests and lay people from Xingtai, Hebei 
Province, also visit the elderly, sick and lonely in 
Zhangzhuang Village and neighboring villages on 
these days. They administer sacraments, bring bless­
ings, and distribute charity "red envelopes" to help 
everyone experience a peaceful Chinese New Year. 

Small examples of works of mercy at the time of 
the New Year celebration show in a luminous way 
how the simplest gestures of Christian charity em­
brace with a comforting elective affinity the tradi­
tional Chinese virtues, those that move the respect, 
love and support for the elderly. 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

II N O R TH e 0 U N TRY C AT H 0 LIe 

OBITUARIES 
Brasher Falls - Mary L. (Mc­
Cosham) Parent,76; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Jan. 24, 2023 at St. 
Patrick's Church. 

Brownville - Christine Mary 
(Peckham) Hine, 75; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Jan. 27, 2023 at Im­
maculate Conception Church; 
burial in Dexter Cemetery. 

Chateaugay - Mark A. Pond, 72; 
Funeral Services Jan.28,2023 at 
Chateaugay Funeral Home. 

Colton - Richard V. Manning, 78; 
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 3, 
2023 at St. Patrick's Church; burial 
in Chapel Hill Cemetery, 
Parishville. 

Keeseville - Cynthia I. Smith, 75; 
Mass of Christian Burial in spring 
at Immaculate Conception Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Lesley "Les" B. 
Armstrong, 79; Funeral Services 
Jan. 28, 2023 at the Fox & Murray 
Funeral Home; burial in Oswe­
gatchie Mausoleum. 

Ogdensburg - Mary Anne 
(Dishaw) McPherson, 72; Mass of 
Christian Burial Jan. 23, 2023 at St. 
Mary's Cathedral. 

Peru - Brian Allen Martin, 52; Fu­
neral Services Jan. 28, 2023 at the 
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 
St. Augustine's Cemetery. 

Trinity Catholic School in Massena recently an­
nounced its Winter Raffle winners. More than 
$20,000 in prize money was given away. Trinity 
Catholic School families sold tickets from mid-No­
vember until Jan. 3. The drawing took place at Sa­
cred Heart Church after 9:30 a.m. Mass on Jan. 8. 
Joyce Giroux, principal, drew three winners. 
(Above) Taking the $20,000 cash prize was Mike 
Blais. (Top right) Mark Robilard won $1,000. (Bot­
tom right) Nicole Blair Beckstead was the $500 
prize winner. Trinity's winter raffle is an important 
fundraiser for the school. The school thanks every­
one who sold and purchased tickets! 

NEWS 

Redford - Oswald J. Carter, 83; 
Mass of Christian Burial in spring 
at Church of the Assumption. 

Watertown - Pasquale"Pat" 
Crupi, 96; Mass of Christian Burial 
Jan. 28, 2023 at St. Anthony's 
Church; burial in Glenwood Mau­
soleum. 

Watertown - Ronald D.Monnat, 
74; Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 
23,2023 at St. Patrick's Church; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Sammy R. Tufo, 70; 
Services to be held at a later date; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 
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Week of events at Immaculate Heart Central 
WATERTOWN - Immac­

ulate Heart Central 
kicked off a week of fun, 
service and celebrations 
on Sunday as the school 
celebrates Catholic 
Schools Week jan. 29 to 
Feb. 4. 

Sunday, IHC held a 

schoolwide Pancake 
Breakfast at the school 
from 9 to 11 a.m. The 
breakfast was free for all 
IHC families and alumni. 

On Monday, jan. 30, el­
ementary students will 
have a dress-down day, 
and an Art Extravaganza 

will be held in grades 
jK4, kindergarten, one 
and two. At the 
junior/senior high, stu­
dents can wear sports 
shirts, the school's an­
nual Sou per Bowl food 
drive will begin, and the 
"Name the teacher 
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NOW HIRING 
COUNSELORS AND SUMMER STAFF 

game" begins. 
Tuesday, jan. 31, will 

also be a dress-down 
day in the elementary, 
and students in grades 
jK5, third, fourth and 
fifth will host an Art Ex­
travaganza. Also that 
day, junior/senior high 
students will have 
Wacky Uniform Day, an 
ice cream sundae bar 
and student raffles. 

Students throughout 
the school will wear 
their uniforms on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, as 
they attend Mass and 
focus on service to oth­
ers. This year's senior 
class will be helping ele­
mentary students as­
semble homeless kits. 

It's back to relaxed 

dress on Thursday, Feb. 
2, as elementary stu­
dents have pajama day, 
and junior/senior high 
students have a mis­
match dress-down day. 
Older students will also 
create thank you cards 
for the school's faculty 
and staff. 

On Friday, students 
across the school will 
have blue and white 
dress down day in 
honor of the school's 
colors, and elementary 
students will compete in 
Spirit Day Relay Races. 
At the junior/senior 
high, the annual seniors 
vs. faculty volleyball 
game will be held, and 
Name the Teacher prizes 
will be awarded. 

Register now for 
Loving Authentically 
Three sessions of "Lov­

ing Authentically: Sex, 
Happiness and Catholic 
Teaching" are scheduled 
over the next several 
months. 

Designed to deepen 
our understanding of 
how Church doctrine on 
sexual morality connects 
with our happiness, the 
program will be a show­
ing of "Unprotected: A 
Pope, the Pill, and the 
Perils of Sexual Chaos" 

with a question and an­
swer period led by Natu­
ral Family Planning 
Directors, Angelo and 
Suzanne Pietro paoli and 
Catholic Theologian, 
Maura Hearden Fehlner, 
Ph.D. 

Sessions will be held 
Feb. 12 at the Newman 
Center in Plattsburgh 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. ; April 22 at St. 
Bernard's in Saranac Lake 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
and May 20 at St. Mary's 
Ticonderoga from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

To register go www.rc­
dony.org/lovingauthenti-
cally. For more 
information contact 
Stephen Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 or 
startaglia@rcdony.org 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

135 Keyes Avenue 
Watertown · 782-4910 


