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ADIRONDACK-FRANKLIN

FIRST FRIDAY PRAISE AND
WORSHIP
Lake Placid — Monthly praise and
worship to be held.
Date: First Friday of the month
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: St.Agnes Church
Features: Music led by Joey and
MClzzo. Time for fellowship and
snacks afterwards. Will be
livestreamed as well on St.Agnes
Facebook page.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
North Bangor — The Communities
of St. Augustine and St. Mary’s will
sponsor a take-out Chicken and
Biscuit Dinner.

Date: Feb.25

Time: 3 p.m. until gone

Place: St.Augustine’s Parish Cen-
ter

Cost: $11.50

Menu: Chicken and Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Cran-
berry Sauce, Dessert.

Contact: May preorder Feb.24,9
a.m.until noon, or Feb.25,9 a.m.
until all served. Call 518 483 6674.

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30 antici-
pated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls and
the Holy Souls, Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, The Repa-
ration Rosary of the Blessed Virgin
Mary with private meditation on
the 15 Mysteries of the Rosary, Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament re-
posed in the Tabernacle, and Prayers
for the Holy Father and his inten-
tions.

CLINTON

BREAKFAST
Altona — St.Ann’s and Holy Angels
Church to have a breakfast pre-
pared by the Ladies of St.Ann.
Date: Feb.26
Time: 9a.m.to noon

Jefferson
Lewis
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Franklin

Hamilton
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Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $12; Children 5-12,
$7;under 5, Free

Menu: Juice, Coffee, Tea, Eggs,
Sausage, Bacon, Pancakes, Cinna-
mon Rolls, Home Fries

Contact: For more information,
please call the Parish Office 518 236
5632

PREPARATION FOR PARISH
NURSING
Plattsburgh - Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks will offer preparation
for the role of Parish Nurse.

Date: Beginning March 10

Place: St.Joseph’s Outreach Cen-
ter

Features: This course is open to
registered nurses and others who
are interested in health ministry in
their parishes or with Mercy Care.
Parish Nurses (Faith Community
Nurses) assist the members of their
faith community to maintain or re-
gain wholeness in body, mind and
spirit. There is no charge for this
course, but registration is required. It
is 36 contact hour course offered on
Fridays and Saturdays in March.

Contact: For further informa-
tion, please contact Alexandria
(Lexi) Bevilacqua, Program Director
at abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or
518-523-5446.

ADORATION
Ellenburg -Our Lady of the Adiron-

dacks warmly invite you to join
them for Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament during Lent.

Schedule: Fridays starting Feb.
24to March 24

Time:3 p.m.to 5

Features: Enjoy these quiet
times of enriching prayer, worship,
and communion with our Lord and
Savior

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
Ellenburg — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks invite you to First
Saturday Devotions.

Schedule: March 4, April 1, May
6,June 3,Aug.5, Sept.2,0ct.7, Nov.
4and Dec.2

Time:9a.m.to 10a.m.

LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER
Plattshurgh — Gather around the
cross for prayer this Lent!

Date: March 28

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: St.John's Church

Features: Taizé Prayer includes
song, silence and Sacred Scripture in
an atmosphere of quiet reflection.
The music is simple, with brief re-
frains repeated in the manner of
the mantra of the Eastern Church or
the rosary of the Western Church.

FISH FRY
Chazy — Sacred Heart Church to
have a Fish Fry.

Date: March 31

Time: 4:30 p.m.to 7:30

Place: Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $15; Children 5-12,
$9; All take-outs, 15

Menu: Fried Perch, Homemade
Macaroni and Cheese, French Fries,
Cole Slaw, rolls, beverage and
dessert.

Contact: For more info, contact
Noreen at the rectory 518-846-
7650 or email sacredheart@westel-
com.com

ADORATION
Plattsburgh — Adoration to be
held weekly.

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays

Time:9a.m.to 9 p.m.

Place: St.John’s in the Holy Fam-
ily Basement

Features: Come to an out of the
way place and rest awhile in Jesus'
Presence. Experience His healing
power, grace, love and mercy for
yourselves and loved ones. Pray for
the sick, suffering, vocations, our
priests, country and peace in the
world.

Contact: For more information,
to become a substitute or to sign up
for an hour, please contact 518-563-
3773.

HOUSE SITTERS

Ellenburg Center — Our Lady of
the Adirondacks House of Prayer is
looking for many Volunteer
“House Sitters”

Time: The responsibility is to ar-
rive by 10 a.m.on your chosen
day(s) and remain on premises until
4 p.m. to welcome visitors.

Features: Lunch and snack
items on hand along with tea, cof-
fee, soda,and bottled water. Train-
ing will be provided on the history
of the House of Prayer,its mission,
and the various ways to carry out
this gentle ministry of hospitality
for those seeking time in @ home of
Mary to listen to our Lord, browse in
the library, or visit the "Gift Shop".
Flexible schedule (and hours) are
fine.

Contact: Ifinterested in volun-
teering for one day a month, or
week, or more, please call Sarah An-
derson at 518-534-9976.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville - A Holy Hour of Adora-
tion with the Divine Mercy Chap-
let will be observed the first
Sunday of the month.
Date: March 5
Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.
Date: March 11
Time:4p.m.to7
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Chil-
dren 12 and under, $5; under 5, Free;
Quart of sauce, $6
Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — The Knights of Colum-
bus will be sponsoring a monthly
Pancake Breakfast to benefit Au-
qustinian Academy.

Date: March 12

Time: 8 a.m.to Noon

Place: St. James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; Chil-
dren under 10, %4; Family of 4 or
more, $27

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice,and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224.

WOMEN’S PRAYER
& HEALING RETREAT
Watertown — The Department of
Faith Formation will be having a
Women'’s Prayer and Healing re-
treat.

Date: March 31

Time: 6:30 p.m.t0 8:30

Place: Sisters of St.Joseph
Hearthside Room

Cost: 520

Features: The retreat will be run
by Sister Mary Michael Fox,0Pa
member of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Ceciliain Nashville.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Contact: To register go to,
www.rcdony.org/healingretreat

ST.LAWRENCE

MEAL DRIVERS NEEDED

The St.Lawrence County Office for
the Aging is seeking drivers for
home delivered meals in Brasher
Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur,
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots-
dam and Star Lake.

Features: These drivers deliver
hot, nutritious meals to older
adults. Many are homebound and
receive a lunchtime meal Monday
through Friday. A critical compo-
nent of this program is the daily
wellness check that is provided by
this service. Drivers receive a
mileage reimbursement. Typical de-
liveries take place between 9:30
a.m.and 11:30 a.m.Routes can be
between one hour and two hours.
You can volunteer for one day a
week or several.

Contact: If you are interested
please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

BINGO
(anton — The Knights of Colum-
bus will have BINGO.

Dates: Feb. 20,27

Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m.,
first gameisat 7 p.m.

Place: K of CHall

Features: Bring a friend or your
family. Snack bar available.

LENTEN FISH FRY

Gouverneur — Lenten Fish Fry to
be held every Friday during Lent.

Date: Starting Feb.24

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Place: St.James School

Cost: Adults, $12; Children under
5,Free

Features: Dine in or take-out

Contact: Local deliveries avail-
able by calling 315-287-0130

40 CANS FOR LENT
(Canton — The Knights of Colum-
bus in Canton invite you to partic-
ipate in the "40 Cans for Lent"
program as part of your Lenten
journey.

Features: Simply donate one
can of food or a non-perishable

HNORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H
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item for each of the 40 days of Lent.
Donations can be made at any of
the doors at St.Mary's Church 68
Court St.in Canton.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: March 4

Time:8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
denshurg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to
have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
tion.

Date: March 4

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosary
Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima.
Confessions will be available. Satur-
day Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.
Date: March 4
Time:8a.m.to 10a.m.
Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: Coffee and donuts
after service in the parish center
Contact: Bob Brothers at 315-
842-2886

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: March 12 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Fr.Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

SURVIVING DIVORCE

The Family Life Office is offering
the Surviving Divorce Program,
starting late February in Gou-

verneur, Canton and
Potsdam/Colton.

Dates: Facilitators at each site
will contact registrants to establish
exact dates and times for the meet-
ings.

Cost: $25

Features: Surviving Divorce fea-
tures twelve video presentations
that cover topics such as shock and
grief,anger and forgiveness, money
issues, dealing with children and a
former spouse, and annulment and
remarriage.This program is for the
newly separated and divorced and
those still struggling with issues
many years later.

Contact: Register online at
www.rcdony.org/survivingdivorce.
For more information contact Steve
Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or
startaglia@rcdony.org.

RITE OF ELECTION
Ogdensburg - The Rite of Election
(ROE) this year will be held the
first Sunday of Lent. All parish-
ioners are invited to come to the
(athedral to experience this
liturgy and offer prayer and sup-
port to the Catechumen and Can-
didates preparing for full
initiation into the Catholic Church
this Easter.

Date: Feb.26

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Contact: Anita Soltero at
asoltero@rcdony.org or 518-310-
3669 with questions.

YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT
Lenten Retreats for youth in
grades 7 to 12 to be held.
Schedule: March 4 at Sacred
Heart Church (Dostie Hall), Water-
town 1:30 p.m.to 4 p.m. with Mass
at4:30 p.m.; March 18 at St. Peter’s
Church (Emmaus Room) 1 p.m.to
3:30 p.m.with Mass at 4 p.m.
Features: Lent s a perfect time
for all of us to think about how we
can be more like Jesus in our
homes, at school,and in our com-
munities. During this retreat, youth
will be able to have some fun while
putting together their “Best Lent
Yet” plan! This compact retreat will
contain moments of fun, reflection,
conversation,and workshops.

Drinks and snacks will be provided.
Thereis no fee to attend and, re-
treatants are encouraged to attend
the Mass offering.

Contact: Registration is required

to attend. The deadline to register is:

March 1.To register visit: www.rc-
dony.org/lentenretreat For more in-
formation, contact Tom Semeraro
@315-393-2920 ext. 1415

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
Massena — The Vocation Office
and the Office of Youth Ministry is
sponsoring a Middle School Re-
treat (Grades 6-8) in the St.
Lawrence/Franklin region of the
Diocese.

Date: March 22

Time:9a.m.to2 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Features: The purpose of a
Middle School Retreat is to guide
young women and men to prayer-
fully consider what God’s plan is for
their lives.This invitation is open to
students in Grades 6-8 both in the
(atholic schools and public schools.
This is a Retreat Day for the stu-
dents and is considered a legal ex-
cused absence.

Contact: Contact your pastor,
Catholic school principal, or Reli-
gious Education Coordinator fora
registration form.

CHRISM MASS
Ogdensburg — All the faithful of
the Diocese of Ogdenshurg are in-
vited to join Bishop LaValley in
the annual Renewal of Priestly
Commitment, the Blessing of the
Holy Qils, and the consecration of
the Sacred Chrism for use in all
the churches of our Diocese.

Date: March 30

Time: 17a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: This ritual symbolizes
that we are one family in Christ.
The Chrism Mass will also be
livestreamed at https://www.rc-
dony.org/livemass.
DAY OF REFLECTION
Ogdensburg — The Department of
Faith Formation will be hosting a
Day of Reflection.

Date: April 1

Time: 9a.m.to4 p.m.

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $30, lunch is included
Features: Sister Mary Michael
Fox, 0P a member of the Dominican
Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville will
present“Blessed, Broken, Given: Liv-

ing Eucharistial”
Contact: To Register go to
www.rcdony.org/dayofreflection

YOUTH RALLY

Lake Placid —“We are Jesus in the
World"Youth Rally to be held for
Middle and High school age stu-
dents.

Date: April 22

Time: 10:30 a.m.to 5:30 p.m.
with Mass to follow at St.Agnes
Church

Place: High Peaks Resort

Cost: $35,includes full day pass,
lunch, snacks, games and give-
aways.

Features: A presentation from
Monet Souza and a concert from
(atholic recording artist, Joe Melen-
drez. Closing Mass will be offered
by Bishop Terry R.LaValley.

Contact: To register please go to
www.rcdony.org/youth/rally If you
have any questions please contact
Jeannie Grizzuto at the Youth Of-
fice, 315-393-2920.

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY

All are invited to attend this free
seminar, Loving Authentically: Sex,
Happiness and Catholic Teaching
designed to deepen our under-
standing of how Church doctrine on
sexual morality connects with our
happiness.

Schedule: 2 different times and
locations to attend. April 22,2023 at
St.Bernard's Saranac Lake 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.;May 20,2023 at St.Mary’s
Ticonderoga 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Features: Program will be a
showing of “Unprotected: A Pope,
the Pill,and the Perils of Sexual
Chaos.”With Q&A led by Natural
Family Planning Directors, Angelo
and Suzanne Pietropaoli and
(atholicTheologian, Maura Hear-
den Fehlner, Ph.D.Lunch will be
provided.

Contact: to register go www.rc-
dony.org/lovingauthentically. For
more information contact Stephen
Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or
startaglia@rcdony.org
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By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

What happens when
an atheist looking for a
job meets a girl wanting
to become a nun? That is
the premise of a new
EWTN web series titled
“James the Less,” which
premiered Feb. 13.

The EWTN exclusive
five-episode web series
is available on EWTN’s
YouTube channel and via
the network’s website at
ewtn.com/tv/shows/ja
mes-the-less.

Each episode is ap-
proximately four to nine
minutes long.

NOW STREAMING

James Little is fresh
out of college and in
desperate need of work.
Walking around town, he
bumps into a girl out-
side of a church who
asks him if he’s attend-
ing Mass. James is an

QUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

PHOTO COURTESY OF EWTN'S YOUTUBE CHANNEL

atheist.

However, a help
wanted sign on the
church bulletin board
catches his eye and en-

=== PRAYER SUGGESTION ==

Eternal Father, Mass

we lift up to you these Rosary
and all the priests of the world. Fasting
Sanctify them. Day Offering

Eucharistic Adoration
Offering of Sufferings
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Heal and guide them.

Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son, Jesus,

the Eternal High Priest.

May their lives be pleasing to
you. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen

Or whatever the Lord
inspires you to offer Him

Marey,

(With ecclesiastical approval)
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tices him to interview
for the position: handy-
man. He accepts the po-
sition at St. James the
Less Church and starts
to encounter Catholi-
cism. Soon, James finds

Warm up with a

subscription to the Name
North Country Catholic
and find out what is Address
happening with the ity State_ Zip
I Diocese of Ogdensburg. ]
Parish

The EWTN web series ‘James the Less’ premiered Feb. 13 and is now available on YouTube.

his ideals challenged by
the no-nonsense pastor
Father Lambert Burns
and through his roman-
tic pursuit of parishioner
Anne-Marie.

Director of Studio Op-
erations for EWTN
Stephen Beaumont
called the result of the
series “both comic and
moving.”

“The narratives pro-
vide an opportunity to

attract people who
might not otherwise
watch Catholic pro-

grams,” he said. “Our
hope is that Catholics
and non-Catholics alike
will find the show enter-
taining and that atheists
will gain insight into
what Catholics believe.”
Beaumont worked with
EWTN producers Michael
Masny and Greg Hen-
drick to develop the
scripts for the five-part
romantic comedy.
James is played by
Catholic artist and mis-
sionary Tanner Kalina.
He has been a part of
ministries such as
FOCUS, Ascension Pres-
ents, NET, and others. He
also hosts a podcast

with several of his
friends called “Saints
Alive.”

Carol Jeong takes on
the role of Anne-Marie.
She says her faith and
Korean-American  up-
bringing taught her the
importance of compas-
sion, and she strives to
bridge divisions through
acting.

The series will not be
broadcast on television.
Watch exclusively on
EWTN’s YouTube chan-
nel and website at
https://www.ewtn.com/
tv/shows/james-the-
less.

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.
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the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Sr.Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Small things with
great love

Catholics in one of the poorest countries in the world
want to help victims of the earthquakes in Turkey and
Syria. In the past, the people of Bangladesh have them-
selves repeatedly been hit by the severe effects of ty-
phoons, floods and natural disasters and have been
recipients of international assitance. Therefore, after
hearing about the immense devastation caused by the
earthquake in the Middle East, the country's Catholic
communities wanted to "return the aid received" and
make their own small contribution. At the Mass on
Sunday 12 February, an appeal for donations was
launched in all the parishes and dioceses of the coun-
try, and numerous communities prayed for the victims
and their families, who entrusted the wounded to the
Lord and organized an extraordinary collection to be
sent to the churches in the affected countries.

Father Subrato B. Gomes, parish priest of the parish
of the Holy Rosary in the Tejgaon area of Dhaka -
largest Catholic community in the country - invited the
faithful and families to pray the rosary every evening
for the victims of the earthquake: "Brothers and sisters
in Turkey and in Syria," he said, "are suffering im-
mensely. Let us remember them in our prayers and en-
trust them to the loving hands of the Virgin Mary so
that they may find consolation and overcome this ter-
rible situation.” One of the faithful of the same parish,
Subir Corraya, expressed solidarity and closeness with
the people in Turkey and Syria, stressing: "With my
family we prayed for the victims. Although the two
countries are far from each other, in spiritual com-
munion feel their pain and suffering. Almighty God
bless them and give them the strength to endure this
situation and slowly recover.”

Meanwhile, Nirmol Rozario, president of the
Bangladesh Christian Association, reports on the com-
mitment of the Christian association both on a spiri-
tual level (with a prayer vigil and a special prayer
request for the earthquake victims) and in the context
of appeals for donations.

A fundraising campaign was also launched at the "Ut-
torbanga Christian Bohumukhi Samabay Samity,” a
small financial institution in Bangladesh run by the
Christian Tarcisius Palma: "With all the employees and
people of good will who belong to different religions,
we prayed and stayed in silence for a few minutes,
lighting candles and remembering the thousands of
people who lost their lives as a result of the earth-
quake. We will not fail to help in every little way.”

- Article from FIDES missionary
news service of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

L

BUYING COATS FOR KIDS

.

<.

Knights of Columbus Council 308, Malone, recently donated $500 to Catholic Charities for the purchase of winter
coats for children in the Malone area. Joelle Lamica, center, Director of Catholic Charities of Franklin County, ac-
cepted the check from local Grand Knight David Petrelli, right, and Deputy Grand Knight Angelo Pietropaoli.

OBITUARIES

Alexandria Bay — Dorothy F.
(Senecal) Beach, 91; Memorial Serv-
ices in spring at St. Cyril's Church.

Alexandria Bay — Mary Rose
(Scanlon) McAloon, 92; Memorial
Mass Feb. 16,2022 at St. Cyril's
Church.

Brownville — Alberta May (Gladle)
Touron, 102; Mass of Christian Burial
May 6,2023 at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church; burial in Dexter Ceme-
tery.

Evans Mills — Emily Helen (Treffler)
Franz, 99; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 10,2023 at St. Mary’s Church;
burial in Oakwood Cemetery.

Copenhagen - Cecelia (Bickford)
Hebert, 92; Mass of Christian Burial
in spring at St. Mary’s Church; burial
in St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Copenhagen - Eugene E.Thesier,
87; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 16,
2023 at St.Mary’s Church; burial in
St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Croghan - Glenn J. Buckingham,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.17,
2023 at St. Stephen’s Church; burial

in St.Stephen’s Cemetery.

Dannemora - Loretta M. (Dubrey)
Boyd, 96; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 15,2023 at St.Joseph's Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Lake Placid — Ella (Stone) Wood,
94 Private services to be held.

Lowville - Sophie (Zubrzycki)
Samsa, 92; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 14,2023 at St. Peter’s Church;
burial in Lowville Rural Cemetery.

Massena — Bethellen (Smith) Mur-
ray, 73; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
14,2023 at Church of the Sacred
Heart; burial in Calvary Cemetery,
Norwood.

Mooers Forks — Yvonne M. (BUlriss)
Bordeau, 85; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 17,2023 at St. Ann’s Church;
burial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Peru - Diesel Allen Cook, 2; Funeral
Services Feb. 17,2023 at St. Augus-
tine’s Church.

Peru - Katelynn Devin Brooke
Damour, 23; Funeral Services Feb. 17,
2023 at St. Augustine’s Church.

Peru - Robert Donlad Velie, 21; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 17,2023 at St.
Augustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh — Augustine Eclipse
(Baker) Giroux, 90; Funeral Services
Feb. 13,2023 at the Heald Funeral
Home; burial in St.Peter’s Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Tristan Carlton Hal-
lock, infant; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 18,2023 at St.Peter’s Church.

Saranac Lake — Jewel Ann (Board-
man) Foley, 80; Memorial Mass Feb.
19,2023 at St.Bernard's Church; bur-
ial in St.Paul’'s Cemetery, Blooming-
dale.

Ticonderoga — William Joseph
Tausinger, 44; Funeral Services Feb.
15,2023 at the Wilcox & Regan Fu-
neral Home.

Tupper Lake - Stephen Paul Whit-
ley, 34; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
21,2023 at St. Alphonsus Church.

Tupper Lake - George J.Young, 86;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 15,
2023 at St. Alphonsus Church
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Thousand Islands Knights of
Columbus Council #350 conducted
a campaign, Pennies from Heaven,
this past summer to support Dio-
cese of Ogdenshurg seminarians.
Each weekendthrough summer,
Knights collected money after
Mass at St. Mary's Church in Clay-
ton. These church contributions,
combined with council members'
contributions and funds from the K
of C Supreme Council's Support Vo-
cations (RSVP) program, enabled
the Council to donate $9,000 to the
Diocese of Ogdensburg's seminari-
ans. On December 28,, Grand
Knight, Robert Heckmann at-
tended the Annual Seminarian
Christmas Gathering and pre-
sented $1,000.00 checks to each
seminarian. Pictured are, from left,
seminarians Dennis Ombongi,
Kevin McCullouch, Tuan Vuong,
Venes Laine, Grand Knight Robert
Heckmann, seminarians Tyler
Fitzgerald, Deacon Lukas Gruber,
Douglas Schirmer and Michael
Lennox. Not pictured is seminarian
Carter Pierce.

Archdiocese of New York to close 12 schools

By Joe Bukuras
Catholic News Agency

The Archdiocese of New York
announced Wednesday that 12
of its schools will close at the
end of the 2022-2023 school
year, citing “detrimental” finan-
cial instability “due to shifting
demographics and lower enroll-
ment made worse by the pan-
demic.”

“It is never a good day when
we announce closures to any of
our beloved schools, but the
goal is always to strengthen the
remaining institutions and pre-
serve Catholic education in New
York for decades to come,” Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan, arch-
bishop of New York, said in a
Feb. 15 press release.

In addition to the school’s clo-
sures, four additional schools
will merge into two. The arch-
diocese also announced that
three schools will eliminate their
sixth through eighth grades.

“We are doing everything we
can to minimize the impact this
will have on families and will
provide both educational guid-

ance and pastoral support to all
those affected to ensure all chil-
dren will be warmly welcomed
into a nearby Catholic school.
We are all in this together, and
with hard work and God’s bless-
ings, we will come out on the
other side,” Cardinal Dolan said.

The statement said that the
archdiocese will welcome any
families affected by the closures
into nearby Catholic schools. Fi-
nancial support such as scholar-
ships and financial aid will be
available for those affected fam-
ilies as well.

The schools that will not re-
open are Academy of St. Paul
and St. Ann in Manhattan; As-
cension School in Manhattan;
Guardian Angel School in Man-
hattan; Holy Family School in
the Bronx; Immaculate Concep-
tion School in Manhattan; Im-
maculate Conception School in
the Bronx; Our Lady, Queen of
Martyrs in Manhattan; Santa
Maria School in the Bronx; St.
Angela Merici School in the
Bronx; St. Brendan School in the
Bronx; St. Christopher School in
Staten Island; and St. Margaret

Mary School in the Bronx.

The statement noted that
there are two schools named Im-
maculate Conception in the
Bronx and that the one on 151st
Street is not closing.

The archdiocese said St. Fran-
cis Xavier and St. Clare of Assisi
in the Bronx will merge, as will
St. Gabriel School and St. Mar-
garet of Cortona in the Bronx.

Most Precious Blood School in
Walden, St. James the Apostle in
Carmel, and St. Columbanus in
Cortlandt Manor — all
north/northwest of New York
City — will eliminate their sixth,
seventh, and eighth grades, ac-
cording to the archdiocese.

The archdiocese said it will
work with families to answer
any questions they may have
about concerns of enrollment,
transportation, or tuition. Up-
dates will appear on this page.

“We understand these are chal-
lenging times for many families,
and this is indeed a sad day for
everyone in our Catholic schools
community,” Michael Deegan,
the archdiocese’s superinten-
dent of schools, said in the

statement.

“I personally mourn the loss of
every one of our great schools.
However, as we process this
news, we must resolve that the
great tradition of Catholic edu-
cation in New York will continue,
and we will assist all students
who are seeking to carry on their
Catholic education to find a seat
at another excellent school in
the archdiocese.”

As America continues to strug-
gle with the negative effects
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
the education system has be-
come a focal point of conversa-
tion because of the many
children who are behind in their
academic development.

Student learning in both the
American Catholic and public
school systems suffered nega-
tive effects from the pandemic.
However, the pandemic’s nega-
tive effect on learning was more
pronounced among fourth- and
eighth-graders at public schools
than among their Catholic-
school counterparts, according
to a 2022 report from the U.S.
Department of Education.



