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German bishops plan to bless same-sex unions 
By AC Wimmer 
Catholic News Agency 

Following the conclu­
sion of the German Syn­
odal Way, several 
bishops have an­
nounced plans to put 
into practice resolutions 
passed by the process, 
including liturgical 
blessings of same-sex 
unions in their 
churches. 

The Synodal Way, 
which concluded in 
Frankfurt on March 11, 
"give[s] us the tailwind 
we need for concrete 
changes in our diocese," 
Bishop Franz-Josef Bode 
of Osnabriick said 
March 14. 

Bode - who is vice 
president of the German 
Bishops' Conference -
said his diocese encour-

aged "all couples in our 
diocese who cannot or 
do not want to marry in 
church but still want to 
put their relationship 
under a church bless­
ing" to "get in touch with 
us." 

He added that such 
celebrations were al­
ready available in some 
parishes of his diocese. 

Bode on Tuesday also 
announced that laypeo­
ple would be able to 
baptize babies and "reg­
ularly" preach at homi­
lies, CNA Deutsch 
reported. 

Another German 
prelate, Bishop Heiner 
Wilmer of Hildesheim, 
added his support, 
telling staff in his dio­
cese: "It is of great im­
portance to me that 
LGBTQ people are ac-

companied pastorally, 
spiritually, and liturgi­
cally. I welcome the Syn­
odal Way's endorsement 
of establishing a task 
force to develop a hand­
out for celebrations of 
blessing for same-sex 
couples as well as re­
married divorcees," CNA 
Deutsch reported. 

On Friday last week, 
the German bishops and 
other delegates of the 
Synodal Way passed a 
resolution to develop 
and provide Church 
blessings to same-sex 
unions. 

Titled "Blessing cere­
monies for couples who 
love each other," the 
measure was opposed 
by only nine of 58 bish­
ops, while 11 bishops 
abstained. 

German bishops who 

have previously voiced 
public support for the 
blessing of same-sex 
unions in the Catholic 
Church include Cardinal 
Reinhard Marx of Mu­
nich and Freising and 
Bishop Heinrich Tim­
merervers of Dresden­
MeiBen. 

In March 2022, Cardi­
nal Marx said he had 
personally blessed a 
same-sex couple in Los 
Angeles. 

One year earlier, in 
March 2021, the Vatican 
confirmed that the 
Catholic Church does 
not have the power to 
give liturgical blessings 
to homosexual unions. 
Answering the question 
"does the Church have 
the power to give the 
blessing to unions of 
persons of the same 

sex," the Congregation 
- now the Dicastery -
for the Doctrine of the 
Faith responded: "Nega­
tive." 

In an accompanying 
note, the Vatican's doc­
trine office explained 
that blessings are sacra­
mentals, and "conse­
quently, in order to 
conform with the nature 
of sacramentals, when a 
blessing is invoked on 
particular human rela­
tionships, in addition to 
the right intention of 
those who participate, it 
is necessary that what is 
blessed be objectively 
and positively ordered 
to receive and express 
grace, according to the 
designs of God in­
scribed in creation, and 
fully revealed by Christ 
the Lord." 
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 
COFFEE AND CATHOLICISM 
Wells - Please join us at our Coffee 
and Catholicism program, where 
we will enjoy brunch as we view 
and discuss Word on Fire's Catholi­
cism series. 

Date: Every Saturday (except for 
Holy Saturday), beginning March 4 
and ending May 13 

Time:9a.m.to10 
Place: St.Ann's rectory 
Features: We will enjoy brunch 

as we view and discuss Word on 
Fire's Catholicism series. Parents of 
small children are encouraged to at­
tend! We will have toys and books 
set up for little ones. 

Contact: For more information, 
please call 757-817-4700. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

LENTEN FISH FRY 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish to 
have a Lenten Fish Fry hosted by 
the K of C Council #255. 

Date: Fridays through March 31 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Parish Center behind OLV 
Cost: $12 per person. Dine in 

only 
Menu: Alternating weeks of cod 

and haddock with fries, coleslaw, 
drink and dessert. 

Contact: For more information 
call 518-563-0730 

LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER 
Plattsburgh - Gather around the 
cross for prayer this Lent! 

Date: March 28 
Time:7p.m. 
Place: St.John's Church 
Features: Taize Prayer includes 

song, silence and Sacred Scripture in 
an atmosphere of quiet reflection. 
The music is simple, with brief re­
frains repeated in the manner of 
the mantra of the Eastern Church or 
the rosary of the Western Church. 

FISH FRY 
Chazy- Sacred Heart Church to 
have a Fish Fry. 

Date: March 31 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
Place: Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $15; Children 5-12, 

$9; All take-outs, $15 
Menu: Fried Perch, Homemade 
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Place: The Children's Home of 
Jefferson County Dining Hall. 

Features: The Sisters of St 
Joseph Social Justice Committee in 
collaboration with The Alliance for a 
Better Community,The Victim's As­
sistance Center/Safe Harbor and 
local law enforcement and schools 
invite all to attend a panel discus­
sion addressing recent trends re­
garding Human Trafficking,statistics 
from community surveys and ad­
vice for parents and caregivers to 
help safeguard our children. Re­
freshments will be served. Event is 
free and open to the public. 

Contact: For more information 
please call Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, 
(315) 782-3460 

DRIVE THRU CHICKEN 
& BISCUITS 

1-M- a-c-ar-on-i a-n-d-Ch-e-es-e,-Fr-en_c_h-Fr-ies-, ---r--------===-i Lyons Falls - Drive thru chicken 
and biscuit dinner to be held. 

Cole Slaw, rolls, beverage and PRE-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT Date: March 29 
dessert. Watertown - St. John Bosco Pre-

Contact: For more info, contact Time: Pick-ups start at 4:30 p.m. 
school program to have open en- Place: St.John's Church 

Noreen at the rectory 518-846- rollment. Cost: $l2 
7650 or email sacredheart@westel- Date: March 20 for current IHC Menu: Chicken and homemade 
com.com Families and April 3 for the public biscuits, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

Features: Must be 4 by Dec.1 vegetable, cranberry sauce,and RITE OF CONSECRATION 
Plattsburgh -The Most Reverend 
Terry R. La Valley cordially invites 
you to a special Mass in which 
Mary Beth Bracy will be admitted 
in the Rite of Consecration, to a 
Life of Virginity Living in the 
World. 

Date: April 16 
Time: 11:15 a.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: A Reception will im-

mediately follow the Mass in the 
Emmaus Room. The Mass may be 
viewed at www.rcdony.org/live­
mass. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Plattsburgh - Divine Mercy serv­
ices to he held. 

Date: April 16 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Schedule: 2 p.m.Adoration be-

gins; 2p.m. to 2:30 Confession in 
chapel;3 p.m.Singing of the chap­
let, followed by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

Contact: For more information 
Contact: Holy Cross Parish 518-
563-0730 

Contact: For more information dessert. 
visit www.ihcschool.org or call 315- Contact: For pre-orders call 315-
788-4670 ext.1 348-8577. The day of the dinner call 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
Watertown - Immaculate Heart 
Central to have Kindergarten Reg­
istration and screening for the 
2023-24 school year. 

Date: March 22 
Time: By Appointment only 
Contact: Call 315-788-7011 to 

set up a time. 

BOTTLE DRIVE 
Watertown - Immaculate Heart 
Central School to have a bottle 
drive. 

Date: March 25 
Time: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Place: IHC High School 

SOCIAL MEDIA- THE PATHWAY 
TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Watertown - Panel Discussion to 
be held addressing the recent 
trends regarding Human Traffick­
ing. 

Date: March 26 
Time: 1:30 p.m.to3 

the church at 315-348-6599. Deliv­
eries are available too! 

WOMEN'S PRAYER 
AND HEALING RETREAT 
Watertown - The Department of 
Faith Formation will be having a 
Women's Prayer and Healing re­
treat. 

Date: March 31 
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: Sisters of St.Joseph 

Hearthside Room 
Cost: $20 
Features: The retreat will be run 

by Sister Mary Michael Fox, OP, a 
member of the Dominican Sisters of 
St.Cecilia in Nashville. 

Contact: To register go to, 
www.rcdony.org/h ea Ii ng retreat 

ST. LAWRENCE 

MEAL DELIVERY DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
The St. Lawrence County Office for 
the Aging is seeking drivers for 
home delivered meals in Brasher 

Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur, 
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots­
dam and Star Lake. 

Features: These drivers deliver 
hot, nutritious meals to older adults. 
Many are homebound and receive a 
lunchtime meal Monday through 
Friday. A critical component of this 
program is the daily wellness check 
that is provided by this service. Driv­
ers receive a mileage reimburse­
ment. Typical deliveries take place 
between 9:30 a.m.and 11:30 a.m. 
Routes can be between one hour 
and two hours.You can volunteer 
for one day a week or several. Any 
help is greatly appreciated. 

Contact: If you are interested 
please contact Danielle Durant at 
315-386-4730. 

LENTEN FISH FRY 
Gouverneur- Lenten Fish Fry to 
be held every Friday during Lent. 

Date: Fridays through Lent 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Place: St.James School 
Cost: Adults, $12; Children under 

5,Free 
Features: Dine in or take-out 
Contact: Local deliveries avail­

able by calling 315-287-0130 

BINGO 
Canton - The Knights of Columbus 
will have BINGO. 

Dates: March 27 
Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 

first game is at 7 p.m. 
Place: K of C Hall 
Features: Bring a friend or your 

family.Snack bar available. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program, in 
Gouverneur, Canton and Pots­
dam/Colton. 

Dates: Facilitators at each site 
will contact registrants to establish 
exact dates and times for the meet­
ings. 

Cost: $25 
Features: Surviving Divorce fea­

tures twelve video presentations 
that cover topics such as shock and 
grief,anger and forgiveness, money 
issues,dealing with children and a 
former spouse,and annulment and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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former spouse, and annulment 
and remarriage.This program is for 
the newly separated and divorced 
and those still struggling with is­
sues many years later. It will help 
them find answers to their ques­
tions, restore their hope, and 
begin authentic healing. 

Contact: Register on line at 
www.rcdony.org/survivingdivorce. 
For more information contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 
or startaglia@rcdony.org. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 
Massena -The Vocation Office 
and the Office ofYouth Ministry 
is sponsoring a Middle School 
Retreat (Grades 6-8) in the St. 
Lawrence/Franklin region of the 
Diocese. 

Date: March 22 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: The purpose of a 

Middle School Retreat is to guide 
young women and men to prayer­
fully consider what God's plan is 
fortheir lives.This invitation is 
open to students in Grades 6-8 

both in the Catholic schools and 
public schools. This is a Retreat Day 
for the students and is considered 
a legal excused absence. 

Contact: Contact your pastor, 
Catholic school principal, or Reli­
gious Education Coordinator for a 
registration form. 

CHRISM MASS 
Ogdensburg -All the faithful of 
the Diocese ofOgdensburg are 
invited to join Bishop Lavalley in 
the annual Renewal of Priestly 
Commitment, the Blessing of the 
Holy Oils, and the consecration of 
the Sacred Chrism for use in all 
the churches of our Diocese. 

Date: March 30 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: This ritual symbol-

izes that we are one family in 
Christ. The Chrism Mass will also 
be livestreamed at 
https:/ /www.rcdony.org/livemass. 

DAY OF REFLECTION 
Ogdensburg - The Department 
of Faith Formation will be host­
ing a Day of Reflection. 

Plan. Innovate. Execute. 
Insurance Risk Management · Employee Benefits 

Retirement Plans and Financial Asset Management 
Human Resources · Income and Estate Tax Strategies 

Business Valuation and Succession Planning 

Serving the needs of the Diocese since 1997 

~t"!i 
J 

P~ntGuard"' 
ADVISORS NETWORK 

I 08 Buchmans Close Circle. Fayetteville. NY 13066 

877·872·3615 I 315·370·9965 I assist@pointguardadvisors.com 
PointGuard Advisors Network docs not provide legal. fin.:mcial or iax advice. 

These services arc provided directly by PointGuard Advisors i\'c1work Members. 

Date: April 1 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $30, lunch is included 
Features: Sister Mary Michael 

Fox, OP, a member of the Domini­
can Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville 
will present"Blessed, Broken, 
Given: Living Eucharistia"! 

Contact: To Register go to 
www.rcdony.org/dayofreflection 

YOUTH RALLY 
Lake Placid - "We are Jesus in 
the World"Youth Rally to be held 
for Middle and High school age 
students. 

Date: April 22 
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

with Mass to follow at St.Agnes 
Church 

Place: High Peaks Resort 
Cost: $35, includes full day pass, 

lunch,snacks, games and give­
aways. 

Features: A super presentation 
from Monet Souza and a bouncing 
concert from Catholic recording 
artist,Joe Melendrez. Closing 
Mass will be offered by Bishop 
Terry R. La Valley. 

Contact: To register please go 
to www.rcdony.org/youth/rally If 
you have any questions please 
contact Jeannie Grizzuto atthe 
Youth Office, 315-393-2920. 

LOVING AUTHENTICALLY 
All are invited to attend this free 
seminar, Loving Authentically: 
Sex, Happiness and Catholic 
Teaching designed to deepen 
our understanding of how 
Church doctrine on sexual 
morality connects with our hap­
piness. 

Schedule: 2 different times 

and locations to attend.April 22, 
2023 at St. Bernard's Saranac Lake 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; May 20,2023 at 
St.Mary's Ticonderoga 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

Features: Program will be a 
showing of"Unprotected: A Pope, 
the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual 
Chaos."With Q & A led by Natural 
Family Planning Directors,Angelo 
and Suzanne Pietropaoli and 
Catholic Theologian, Maura Hear­
den Fehlner, Ph.D. Lunch will be 
provided. 

Contact: to register go 
www.rcdony.org/lovingauthenti­
cally. For more information con­
tact Stephen Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc­
dony.org 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac Lake - Rachel's Vine­
yard After Abortion Healing Re­
treat to be held. 

Date: May 26 to 28, Memorial 
Day Weekend 

Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Features: If you or friend are 

hurting after abortion loss,please 
consider attending a Rachel's 
Vineyard healing retreat. You 
aren't alone, help is available. 

Contact: Registration is on line 
at www.rcdony.org/pro-life or by 
contacting the Respect life office 
at cminer@rcdony.org.A list of re­
treat locations outside of our dio­
cese is available at: 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. 

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER CAMP 
2023 registration is open. New 
this year is a mini session for 
youth 11-13 years old along 
with the annual sleepaway camp 
weeks for ages 11 to 18. 

North Country Catholic has Green option 
Our E-paper is now easier lo read on line. You cau receive your North Co1111t1y Catholic iu 

your e-mail rather thau iu lhe mail. Fill in your informal ion and send lhis form lo: 

□Please swilch my current NCC subscriplion lo E-mail 
Name _____________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

Cily ________ Slale_Zip ___ _ 

E-mail _____________ _ 

PO Box 326 
Ogdensburg, 
NY 13669 

Oil [JII 

Christine al 
315-608-7556 
lo make the 

' ~up L _________________________________________________ _ 
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Dates: The season starts July 
5th and ends Aug.11th. 

Cost: Mini session is $200 and 
the weeklong sessions is $425 per 
camper. Meals and accommoda­
tions are included in the registra­
tion fee. 

Features: There are so many 
fun things to do at camp! Like arts 
and crafts, Project Adventure, 
Liturgy, rappelling,hiking, basket­
ball, or soccer.Guggenheim has its 
very own beach where you can 
swim, tool around on our water­
crafts and play watersports. 
Evenings at camp are packed with 
fun activities like bonfire time, a 
dance,outdoor movies,and camp­
wide games. Summer Camp 
Guggenheim is a fun place where 
you can make great friends, es­
cape the craziness of the world, 
and just chill with cool people like 
you. 

Contact: To sign up for camp 
please visit: 
www.rcdony.org/youth/camp or 
call,Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-393-
2290 ext.1413 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Family Guggen­
heim registration is open. 

Schedule: Aug.17-20; Aug. 
24-27; Oct.6-8 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families of all dimen­
sions to come enjoy a weekend in 
the Adirondacks. Expect fun family 
workshops and activities that will 
have you working, laughing and 
praying together. Celebrate Christ's 
presence in your lives! 

Contact: For more information 
and to register, go to www.rc­
dony.org/family-life/fg.html or 
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
3 93-2920, sta rtaglia@rcdony.org. 

RHINE RIVER CRUISE 
Join Father John Yonkovig of 
Lake Placid on the Rhine River 
with Viking Cruises from Amster­
dam, Holland to Basel, Switzer­
land in the spring of 2024. 

Date: May 30 - June 6,2024 
Contact: For information call 

Deb Rothermel at 800-223-3884 
or BTAGROUPS@gmail.com 
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Star of 'The Office' blasts 'anti-Christian bias' 
By Peter Pinedo 
Catholic News Agency 

Actor Rainn Wilson, 
best known for his role 
as Dwight in the hit TV 
series 'The Office," criti­
cized Hollywood's "anti­
Christian bias" in a 
tweet this weekend. 

Wilson's tweet re­
sponded to a depiction 
of a cannibalistic Chris­
tian preacher in a new 
episode of HBO's popu­
lar zombie series 'The 
Last of Us," starring 
Pedro Pascal. 

"I do think there is an 
anti-Christian bias in 
Hollywood," Wilson 
said. "As soon as the 
David character in 'The 
Last of Us' started read­
ing from the Bible I 
knew that he was going 
to be a horrific villain." 

"Could there be a 
Bible-reading preacher 
on a show who is actu­
ally loving and kind?" 
Wilson asked. 

Based on an award­
winning video game of 
the same name, ''The 
Last of Us" depicts a 
post-apocalyptic world 
in which the main char­
acters are constantly on 
the run from hordes of 
zombies and crazed vil­
lains. 

In one of the latest 
episodes, a Christian 
cult led by a preacher 
named David quotes 
Scripture to justify their 
cannibalism. 

David the preacher 
also attempts to rape 
the show's main female 
character, Ellie, who is 

14. 
Other Twitter users 

commenting on Wilson's 
tweet pointed out that 
the show changed the 
character of David from 
the video game, inten­
tionally making him a 
preacher to bash Chris­
tianity. 

"As SOON as the pas­
tor started reading from 
the Bible I knew he was 
going to be awful. I was 
like 'watch that guy be 
David the creepy canni­
bal from the video 
game.' And then it was 
David. Shocked. Sur­
prised. Never seen it be­
fore. He wasn't a pastor 
in the video game," one 
Twitter user responded. 

A Twitter user reply­
ing to Wilson's tweet at­
tacked Catholic priests, 
saying, "Hey maybe they 
could do a show about 
Catholic priests and all 
their fine work with chil­
dren. Oh wait ... " In re­
sponse to this tweet, 
Catholic pod caster 
Patrick Neve said: "You 
read 'anti Christian bias' 
and thought he was ask­
ing for a demonstra­
tion." 

As one of TV's best­
known actors, Wilson's 
comments came as a 
surprise to many who 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
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• Search archived papers 
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are used to Hollywood's 
attacks on Christianity. 
Wilson is a member of 
the Baha'i faith and de­
scribes himself as a 
"spiritual being." 

"Defamation of Chris-

tianity has become the 
most unoriginal and 
tired cliches in 
movie/TV series story­
lines. Its prevalence is 
much more than a bias 
against an entire people, 

it is meant to under­
mine faith and position 
the secular-minded as 
only ones with altruistic 
intentions," another 
user responded to Wil­
son's tweet. 

Extraordinary things 
can happen when we 
Gather at the Table. 
ORTH COU TRY 
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the Lord and do great things in His service here in the North Country. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Jesus wept over Lazarus, weeps over us 
We're getting closer to 

the end of our Lenten 
Journey, and there is 
much for us left 
to do in 
strengthening 
the weak spots 
in our spiritual 
armor. 

What great 
symbols we've 
had to attract 

news, "Lord, if you been 
here, my brother would 
never have died!" Is she 

reproaching 

our imaginations 
and challenge Monsignor 

Jesus, or merely 
expressing her 
faith in Him? 
And what does 
he do? He sheds 
tears, his heart 
torn with sorrow. 
How grateful we 
are for this 
glimpse of the 
tender heart of 
God! 

our minds - Paul E. 
water instead of Whitmore 
dryness on the Then Jesus tells 

them to roll the stone 
back. They try to stop 
him, warning him of the 
stench. But Jesus per­
sists . And the Spirit of 
God enters into body of 
Lazarus, and he comes 
out alive. When the 
Spirit enters, death de­
parts, for death cannot 
prevail over Life. 

Third Sunday, light in 
place of darkness on the 
Fourth Sunday, and now 
life coming forth from 
the tomb of Lazarus on 
the Fifth Sunday. 

It's such a startling 
story - Jesus arrives in 
Bethany only to find 
that his dear friend 
Lazarus has died. 
Martha has broken the The people are as-

March 26 

Fifth Sunday oflent 

READINGS 
Ezekie l 37:12-14 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45 

tounded. No one has 
ever come back from 
the dead before. He 
must be the promised 
Messiah. Yet, in a few 
short days, how skill­
fully the propagators of 
deceit will convince the 
people that it must have 
all been in their imagi­
nations! And, through 
innuendo and sugges­
tion, the crowd will pre­
pare themselves to 
betray Goodness, and 
demand an end to inno­
cence and a cross on 
which to hang the Com­
passionate One. 

As we go forward on 

FORMATION FOR MINISTRY 
Is God calling you to deepen your spirituality 

and to serve in parish ministry? 

Enrollment is now open for 2023-2025 cycle 

Interested? Attend a virtual information session on Zoom 
hosted by Formation for Ministry Director Cathy Russell: 

Tuesday, April 4 at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, May 13 at 6 p .m . 

Registration is required to attend a session. 
Go to www.rcdony.org/newcan 

or contact Cathy Russell at 
crussell@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920 

A link to the session will be emailed as the date approaches. 

Diocese of Ogdensburg · 

our journey to Calvary, 
may we not fear the 
power of evil that so 
clearly fuels the plotting 
of the Pharisees. That 
power was conquered 
once and for all. We 
need fear only our own 
weakness and vulnera­
bility to falsehood and 
betrayal. While the ac­
tion of this divine 
drama builds to a seem­
ingly final catastrophe, 
the end is not the end. 
The epilogue plays out 
on a bright Sunday 
morning, and a whole 
new drama begins. We 
are the characters of 
this second and final 
drama - sharing in the 
role of the Hero-God 
whose victory is shared 
with millions upon mil­
lions, suffering a million 
crucifixions on a million 
crosses, right to the 
present moment. 

How amazing and lov­
ing and compassionate 
is our God in the person 
of Jesus! He wept over 
Lazarus, wept over 
Jerusalem, weeps over 
those killed through ter­
rorism and war, through 

famine and disease, 
through murders and 
rapes - weeps when we 
fail to forgive one an­
other. 

As a great and holy 
woman, Caryll House­
lander once said in her 
book, ''The Reed of 
God," ''To the degree of 
the truth of our under­
standing of God, our 
own minds grow 
broader and deeper and 
warmer - our hearts 
grow wiser and kinder, 
we become more aware 
of the wonder of life -
our senses become 
more sensitive - our ca­
pacity for giving and re­
ceiving greater; our 
minds more radiant 
with a burning light, and 
the light is the light of 
Christ" 

This is the truth that 
will set us free; this is 
the power that will 
transform our lives. Let 
us pursue it ever more 
ardently all the days 
that remain in our lives. 
To know God is to be on 
the road to salvation. To 
be ignorant is to be lost 
in a deep darkness. 

Editor's Note: No 'Called to 
Serve' column this week 

The 'Called to Serve' column authored by Deacon Kevin 
Mastel Ion is on a planned two-week vacation.The column 
will return in the March 29 edition. 
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Working together 
"Despite all the limitations that the environment im­

poses on the evangelizing mission among indigenous 
communities, there is great pastoral vitality and sig­
nificant efforts to continue on paths that go beyond 
the colonizing mentality, which considers the native 
only as the recipient of pastoral action and assistance, 
without sufficiently recognizing his condition of mis­
sionary discipleship, as well as his cultural values, his 
visions of the world and his spirituality, in which the 
presence of God is also manifested." This is what 
emerges from the final message of the first National 
Meeting of Indigenous Pastoral Care in Venezuela, 
which was held in Ciudad Bolivar, Bolivar State, from 
March 2 to 5. 

This meeting, promoted by the National Missionary 
Council (COMINA) and by the Department of the Mis­
sions of the Venezuelan Episcopal Conference, was the 
first after the celebration of the Synod for the Ama­
zon, although the Meetings of indigenous peoples and 
missionaries (ENIMIS) had taken place for years. 

Indigenous pastoral agents from Venezuela partici­
pated and shared the experiences of their respective 
geographic areas and ministries. 

The final message, addressed "to the indigenous 
peoples, to our brothers and sisters who share with us 
the faith in Jesus Christ, to our pastors, priests and 
bishops of Venezuela," recalls the meeting held in Ciu­
dad Bolivar, where lay people, consecrated persons, 
priests and bishops have gathered who belong to in­
digenous communities or accompany them. 

The call for help from our indigenous peoples, who 
see their human dignity threatened by numerous sit­
uations such as the devastation of their territories of 
origin, mining extractivism, pollution of rivers, abuses 
by the authorities, human trafficking of young girls 
and women, the precariousness of health care, drug 
trafficking and the presence of irregular groups, 
among other realities, also resounded during the 
meeting. 

Hope comes from young indigenous lay people and 
seminarians, as well as priests and nuns, children of 
these peoples, "who give an indigenous face to our 
Christianity." 

The bishops present at the meeting, who share the 
joys, sufferings and hopes of these peoples, as well as 
the whole Church, are invited to "continue to trust the 
indigenous peoples" and to accompany them in living 
their baptismal vocation as missionary disciples, "May 
God grant us to continue to build together a ministry 
at the service of the fullness of life of the indigenous 
peoples!" 

- Article from HDFS missionary news service of the Pon­
tifical Mission Societies. 

II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Altona- Gerald E.Sayah,84; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 8, 
2023 at Holy Angels Church; burial 
in Holy Angels Cemetery. 

Bloomingdale - George L 
Reynolds,69; Funeral Services 
held March 19,2023; burial in St. 
Bernard's Cemetery. 

Cadyville- Terry Aubin, Sr., 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 13, 
2023 at St.James Church. 

Champlain - Carol Lee (Higgins) 
Pinsonneault, 78; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial March 20, 2023 at St. 
Mary's Church; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Clayton - Dorothy (,"Dottie" 
(Powers) Lalonde, 95; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 31,2023 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Colton - Eva"Vivian" (Tucker) 
Swift, 89; Graveside services to be 
held in spring at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Gouverneur- Patricia M. 
(Chateau) Klock, 95; Memorial 
Services to be held in the summer 
at St.James Church. 

Gouverneur - Barbara L. 
(Throop) Roeser, 83; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial March 16, 2023 at St. 
James Church; burial in New St. 
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James Cemetery. 

Lowville - Barbara Ann (Stuhler) 
Evans, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
May 5, 2023 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial in Lowville Rural Cemetery. 

Malone-Adele Eleanor Fleury, 
95; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 1, 
2023 at Notre Dame Church. 

Massena - Lloyd Joseph Neau­
doin, 91; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 21, 2023 at Church of the 
Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Rose Marie 
(Varin) Phaneuf, 81; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial March 16, 2023 at St. 
Alexander's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Gary L. Bouchard, 
76; Mass of Christian Burial March 
20, 2023 at Notre Dame Church. 

Plattsburgh - Lorraine (Godin) 
Laframboise,85; Memorial Mass 
March 18,2023 at Our Lady of Vic­
tory Church. 
Potsdam - Margaret Ann 

(McKenna) Cardinal,83; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 17,2023 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Potsdam - Huguette (Levesque) 
Domingos, 95; Mass of Christian 
Burial to be held in the spring. 

Watertown - Dr. Thomas A. 
Baker, 72; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 14,2023 at St.Anthony's 
Church; burial in Brookside Ceme­
tery. 

Watertown - James Fitzpatrick; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 17, 
2023 at St. Patrick's Church; burial 
in Immaculate Conception Ceme­
tery, Fayetteville. 

Watertown - Thelma R. (Van­
Gordon) McMana man, 94; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 14,2023 at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart; bur­
ial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Martha"Marty" 
(Maine) Smith, 88; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial March 15,2023 at St. 
Patrick's Church; burial in Glen­
wood Cemetery. 
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The Respect Life Office cminer@rcdony.org 
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STATIONS IN SHADOWS 

On March 10, religious education students from St.Alphonsus Holy Name of Jesus in Tupper 
Lake gathered to reenact The Stations of The Cross by using the shadow format. Ben Jones 
helped add to the contemplative mood by playing his guitar, with students of various ages 
doing the acting and narrations. Lisa and Dennis Jones were the first religious education in­
structors to have CCD students do this particular style of the Stations, and they have con­
tinue to direct and lead this moving style every year since. Actors involved in the 'Shadow 
Production of The Stations of The Cross' are (front row, from left) Heather Bujold, Alyza 
Symonds (back row) Brennan Arsenault, Mary Becker, Lilli Hollingsworth, Campbell Cas­
sagrain, Keleigh Dukette, Eliza Bujold, and Sean Bujold. (Right) Students act out the eighth 
station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem. Heather Bujold played Jesus. Kaileigh 
Dukette and Campbell Cassagrain played the Women of Jerusalem. 

MARCH 22, 2023 

Pope hears confessions at Rome parish 
By Courtney Wares 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Francis heard con­
fessions at a parish in 
Rome on Friday and en-

couraged people to re­
member that God "holds 
out his hand and lifts us 
up whenever we realize 
that we are 'hitting rock 
bottom."' 

In the presence of eu­
charistic adoration, the 
pope presided over a 
Lenten penitential service 
on March 17 to open "24 
Hours for the Lord," an 

What is a Foster Grandparent? 
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to 
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for 
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom 
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional 
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship, 
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and 
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and 
serves more than 100 kids per year. 
The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency 
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting. 

Volunteers Needed 
~ 
!I~ 

Am I Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent? 
All you need to join is the abi lity to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child 
on the path toward a successful fu ture. If you're 55 or older and want to share your 

experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent 

You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any 

cr 
(, I 1 

. . current benefits you ma. y alre.ady h.ave as well as paid. mileage for your trave. I. Additionally, you 
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Charirio receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave 
o... .... or o_ ,....,, 

Sometimes w hen you get 

to be my age, you wake up 

and say what good am I 
and along came the Foster 

Grandparent Program t hat 

keeps me going! " 

Roy~e 
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Want more info about 
how to get started? 

Contact Melissa Howard, 

Volunteer Coordinator 

PHONE: 
(518)359-7688 

EMAIL: 

mhoward@cathcharities.org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 
PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

initiative in which certain 
Catholic churches around 
the world will remain 
open 24 consecutive 
hours with round-the­
clock confession and ado­
ration. 

"Brothers, sisters, let us 
remember this: The Lord 
comes to us when we step 
back from our presump­
tuous ego. . . . He can 
bridge the distance when­
ever, with honesty and 
sincerity, we bring our 
weaknesses before him," 
Pope Francis said. 

"He holds out his hand 
and lifts us up whenever 
we realize we are 'hitting 
rock bottom' and we turn 
back to him with a sincere 
heart. That is how God is. 
He is waiting for us, deep 
down, for in Jesus he 
chose to 'descend to the 
depths."' 

The pope underlined 
that God waits for us, es­
pecially in the sacrament 
of penance, where he said 
the Lord touches our 
wounds, heals our hearts, 
and leaves us with inner 

peace. 
Pope Francis visited the 

Church of Santa Maria 
delle Grazie al Trionfale, a 
parish located about one 
mile from the pope's resi­
dence inside Vatican City. 

Upon his arrival at the 
parish, the pope kissed a 
small Marian icon from 
his wheelchair and gave a 
bouquet of flowers to Our 
Lady. He offered greetings 
and shook hands with 
many people inside the 
parish from his wheel­
chair. 

The pope offered a 
homily on God's mercy 
before leading the parish 
in the Confiteor prayer. 

Many people made con­
fessions to priests - and 
some to the pope himself 
- during the Holy Hour 
at the Roman parish just 
outside the walls of Vati­
can City. 

Pope Francis began the 
"24 Hours for the Lord" 
initiative in 2014, one 
year before he announced 
the Extraordinary Jubilee 
of Mercy. 




