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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

COFFEE AND CATHOLICISM
Wells - Please join us at our Coffee
and Catholicism program.

Date: Every Saturday (except
for Holy Saturday), beginning
March 4 and ending May 13

Time:9a.m.to 10

Place: St.Ann's rectory

Features: Enjoy brunch, view
and discuss Word on Fire's Catholi-
cism series.

Contact: For more information,
please call 757-817-4700.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

LENTEN FISH FRY
Plattsburgh — Holy Cross Parish to
have a Lenten Fish Fry hosted by
the K of C Council #255.

Date: Fridays through March 31

Time: 4:30 p.m.t0 6:30

Place: Parish Center behind OLV

Cost: $12 per person. Dine in
only

Menu: Alternating weeks of
cod and haddock. fries, cole slaw,
drink and dessert.

Contact: For more information
cll 518-563-0730

FISH FRY
(Chazy — Sacred Heart Church to
have a Fish Fry.

Date: March 31

Time: 4:30 p.m.to 7:30

Place: Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $15; Children 5-12,
$9; All take-outs, $15

Menu: Fried perch, macaroni
and cheese, French fries, cole slaw,
rolls, beverage and dessert.

Contact: For more info, contact
Noreen at the rectory 518-846-
7650 or email sacredheart@west-
elcom.com

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
Ellenburg — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks invite you to First
Saturday Devotions.

Date: April 1

Time:9a.m.to 10a.m.

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH
Altona — Palm Sunday Brunch to
be held for St.Ann’s and Holy An-
gels.

Date: April 2

Time:8a.m.to 1p.m.

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $15, Children 6-12,
$8;under 5, Free

Menu: Ham, sausage, biscuits
with sausage & gravy, French
toast & pancakes, scrambled eggs,
potatoes, sweet muffins, pulled
pork, macaroni salad, baked
beans, coffee, tea, juice or milk.

Features: Bake Sale, Basket
Raffle and 50/50.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Plattsburgh — Stations of the
(ross to be led by Deacon Michael
Howley in front of Planned Par-
enthood.

Date: April 7

Time: 10a.m.

Features: For the Respect For
Life, especially the Unborn Child.
Contact: Direct questions to

Toni Krupka 518-563-7521

RITE OF CONSECRATION
Plattsburgh — The Most Reverend
Terry R.LaValley cordially invites
you to a special Mass where Mary
Beth Bracy will be admitted in the
Rite of Consecration, to a Life of
Virginity Living in the World.

Date: April 16

Time: 11:15a.m.

Place: St. Peter’s Church

Features: A Reception will im-
mediately follow in the Emmaus
Room.The Mass may be viewed at
www.rcdony.org/livemass.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Plattsburgh — Divine Mercy serv-
ices to he held.

Date: April 16

Place: St.Peter’s Church

Schedule: 2 p.m. Adoration be-
gins; 2 p.m.to 2:30 Confession in
chapel; 3 p.m.Singing of the
chaplet, followed by Benediction.

Contact: For more information
Contact: Holy Cross Parish 518-
563-0730

PRE-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Watertown — St. John Bosco Pre-
school program to have open en-
rollment.

Date: April 3 for the public

Features: Must be 4 by Dec.1

Contact: For more information
visit www.ihcschool.org or call
315-788-4670 ext. 1

CHICKEN & BISCUITS
Lyons Falls — Drive thru chicken
and biscuit dinner to be held.
Date: March 29
Time: Pick-ups start at 4:30

p.m.
Place: St.John's Church
Cost: $12
Menu: Chicken and homemade
biscuits, potatoes, gravy, veg-
etable, cranberry sauce, dessert.
Contact: For pre-orders cll
315-348-8577.The day of the din-
ner call, the church at 315-348-

6599. Deliveries are available!
Any questions call Chris Chaufty at
315-766-6897.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St. Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society will hold a
spaghetti dinner.

Date: March 30

Time: 4 p.m.to7

Cost: Adults, $10; Children, $7

Features: Take-outs, please
bring your own containers.

WOMEN'S PRAYER
& HEALING RETREAT
Watertown — The Department of
Faith Formation will host a
Women's Prayer & Healing retreat.

Date: March 31

Time: 6:30 p.m.to 8:30

Place: Sisters of St. Joseph
Hearthside Room

Cost: $20

Features: The retreat will be
run by Sister Mary Michael Fox, OP,
amember of the Dominican Sis-
ters of St. Cecilia in Nashville.

Contact: To register go to,
www.rcdony.org/healingretreat

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
Watertown — The Divine Mercy
Novena will begin with a brief
background of the Divine Mercy,
and by praying the Chaplet in the
Church to begin the first day of
the 9-day Novena.
Date: April 7

Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Contact: call Judy Boulton at
315-783-7349 or Kim Tyler at 315-

486-4542.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — The Knights of Colum-
bus will be sponsoring a monthly
Pancake Breakfast to benefit Au-
qustinian Academy.

Date: April 9

Time: 8 a.m.to Noon

Place: St. James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7;
Children under 10, $4; Family of 4
or more, $27

Menu: Pancakes, French toast,
sausage, baked goods, juice,and
coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224.

DINNER DANCE

Watertown — You are invited to
join us for a celebration of 50
years of ministering with People
with Disabilities.

Date: April 14

Time: 5p.m.to 8

Place: Elks Club on Bradley
Street

Cost: 930

Menu: Roast beef au jus, grilled
rosemary chicken, roasted pota-
toes, salad and vegetables.

Features: Dinner, dance, raffle
and silent auction.

Contact: Tickets can be pur-
chased at the office of St. Patrick’s
or the SSJ Motherhouse between
9a.m.and 3 p.m.Tickets will be
available until April 3.

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.
Date: April 15
Time:4p.m.to7
Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, 58;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5, Free; Quart of sauce, $6
Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown — All are invited to St.
Patrick’s Church who will hold a
Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration.

Date: April 16

Time: 3 p.m.

Features: Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, singing the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, confes-
sion & a procession. You may
bring a Divine Mercy picture to be
blessed. Refreshments to follow.

Contact: For more information
call Judy Boulton at 315-783-
7349 or Kim Tyler at 315-486-
4542,

ST. LAWRENCE

LENTEN FISH FRY

Gouverneur — Lenten Fish Fry to

be held every Friday during Lent.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Date: Now through the end of
Lent.

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Place: St. James School

Cost: Adults, $12; Children
under 5, Free

Features: Dine in or take-out

Contact: Local deliveries avail-
able by calling 315-287-0130

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Norwood — Stations of the Cross
to be held with reflection.

Date: Wednesdays during Lent.

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. Andrew’s Church

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: April 1

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
denshurg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena — Sacred Heart Church to
have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
tion.

Date: April 1

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosary
Devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.
Confessions will be available. Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.
Date: April 1
Time: 8 a.m.to 10 a.m,
Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: Coffee and donuts
after service in the parish center
Contact: Bob Brothers at 315-

DIOCESAN EVENTS

842-2886

ALPHA
Massena — You are invited to
ALPHA.
Date: Tuesdays starting April 4
Time: 6 p.m.t0 8:30
Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall
Contact: Parish office at 315-
769-2469 or go to masse-
nacatholics.com for info or to
register.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their

monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: April 9

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12,%5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.
CHRISM MASS
Ogdensburg — All the faithful of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are in-
vited to join Bishop LaValley in the
annual Renewal of Priestly Com-
mitment, the Blessing of the Holy
Qils, and the consecration of the
Sacred Chrism for use in all the
churches of our Diocese.

Date: March 30

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: This ritual symbolizes
that we are one family in Christ.
The Chrism Mass will also be
livestreamed at https://www.rc-
dony.org/livemass.

DAY OF REFLECTION
Ogdensburg — The Department of
Faith Formation will be hosting a
Day of Reflection.

Date: April 1

What is a Foster Grandparent?

Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship,
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and

serves more than 100 kids per year.

The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.

Volunteers Needed

Am | Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent?

Allyou need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child
on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your
experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent.

You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any
d‘j Catholic Current benefitsyou may alieady have as well as paid mileage for your travel. Additioly you

Chae receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave.

<
4
Sometimes when you get § "
to be my age, you wake up ~

Roy Foote
and say what good am | agees
and along came the FOSter Gmpent
Grandparent Program that

keeps me going! ”

Want more info about
how to get started?

Contact Melissa Howard,
Volunteer Coordinator
PHONE:
(518)359-7688
EMAIL:
mhoward@cathcharities.org

80 Park Street, Suite 2
PO Box 701
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

Time:9a.m.to4 p.m.

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $30, lunchisincluded

Features: Sister Mary Michael
Fox, OP a member of the Domini-
c@n Sisters of St. Cecilia in
Nashville will present “Blessed,
Broken, Given:Living Eucharistia

Contact: To Register go to
www.rcdony.org/dayofreflection

"

THE LETTER
Join us for a viewing and discus-
sion of The Letter: A Message for
our Earth, a documentary about
how spiritual values call us to take
action on the ecological crisis.

Schedule: April 15: Plattsburgh
Holy Cross Parish Center, behind
OLV; April 22,: Watertown, St. An-
thony Parish; April 29: Wadding-
ton St. Mary’s Parish Center; May
20:Brushton St.Mary’s Parish Cen-
ter

Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.

Features: The Letter follows six
leaders from around the world
who were invited to the Vatican
by Pope Francis to speak about
the effects of climate on their
communities. We will screen the
movie in three segments inter-
spersed with discussion. Lunch
and refreshments included.

YOUTH RALLY

Lake Placid —“We are Jesus in the
World"Youth Rally to be held for
Middle and High school age stu-
dents.

Date: April 22

Time: 10:30 a.m.to 5:30 p.m.
with Mass to follow at St. Agnes
Church

Place: High Peaks Resort

Cost: $35,includes full day pass,
lunch, snacks, games and give-
aways.

Features: A presentation from
Monet Souza and a concert from
(atholic recording artist, Joe Me-
lendrez. Closing Mass will be of-

fered by Bishop Terry R. LaValley.
Contact: To register please go
to www.rcdony.org/youth/rally If
you have any questions please
contact Jeannie Grizzuto at the
Youth Office, 315-393-2920.

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY

This free semina is designed to
deepen our understanding of how
Church doctrine on sexual moral-
ity connects with our happiness.

Schedule: Two different times
and locations to attend. April 22,
2023 at St.Bernard’s Saranac Lake
9a.m.to 3 p.m.;May 20,2023 at
St.Mary's Ticonderoga 9 a.m.to 3
p.m.

Features: A showing of “Un-
protected: A Pope, the Pill, and the
Perils of Sexual Chaos.”With Q & A
led by Natural Family Planning Di-
rectors, Angelo and Suzanne
Pietropaoli and Catholic Theolo-
gian, Maura Hearden Fehiner,
Ph.D. Lunch will be provided.

Contact: to register go
www.rcdony.org/lovingauthenti-
cally. For more information con-
tact Stephen Tartaglia at
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc-
dony.org

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake — Rachel's Vineyard
After Abortion Healing Retreat to
be held.

Date: May 26 to 28, Memorial
Day Weekend

Place: Guggenheim Lodge

Features: If you or friend are
hurting after abortion loss, please
consider attending a Rachel's
Vineyard healing retreat. You
aren’talone, help is available.

Contact: Registration is online
at www.rcdony.org/pro-life or by
contacting the Respect life office
at cminer@rcdony.org. A list of re-
treat locations outside of our dio-
cese is available at:
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

e Search archived papers

nFind us on Facebook!

Visit our website
www.northcountrycatholic.org

e Read local stories and commentaries

e View diocesan events and much more i3
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ENTERTAINMENT

Discover Pier Giorgio Frassati in new film

By Hannah Brockhaus
(atholic News Agency

That Blessed Pier Gior-
gio Frassati liked to go
mountain climbing is not
a surprise to those who
know even a little about
the 20th-century Italian
youth’s story.

“To the Top,” a new
docudrama produced in
cooperation with EWTN,
uses this aspect of the
blessed’s life as a focal
point to better under-
stand both Frassati’s hu-
manity and his holiness.

“Pier Giorgio Frassati
was one of these strong
and powerful figures that
we could really present to
the audience of EWTN,”
the film’s writer and di-
rector, Daniela Gurrieri,
told EWTN News during
production in August
2022.

“The audience will dis-
cover many aspects that
are normal aspects of a
youth of his time,” she
said. “He loved to go with
his friends in the moun-
tains, to play jokes

among them, to laugh, to
have a good time to-
gether. But at the center
of everything was faith,
was prayer, was love for
God.”

Gurrieri, together with
members of the all-Italian
cast and a niece and
nephew of Frassati, were
present at the Italian pre-
miere of the film at Far-
nese Cinema in Rome on
March 18.

The English-language
drama is 52 minutes long,
followed by approxi-
mately 30 minutes of in-
terviews explaining more
about Frassati’s life.

The name “To the Top”
was taken from a phrase
written on a photo of
Frassati mountain climb-
ing, dated a few weeks
before his sudden death
from polio at the age of
24.

On the photo, Frassati
wrote “Sunday, June 7,
1925,” and in Italian,
“Verso l'alto,” which is
sometimes also trans-
lated in English as “to the
heights.”

The docudrama centers
on a day Frassati spent
mountain climbing with
some of his friends.
Scenes of an early morn-
ing Mass followed by tak-
ing a train to the
mountains and the hike
itself are interspersed
with flashbacks to Fras-
sati’s life as a student and
the son of a prominent
journalist and Italian
diplomat.

Scenes show Frassati’s
dedication to prayer and
the Mass, his generosity
to the poor, his opposi-
tion to fascism, his lack of
concern for his own com-
fort— and how he always
maintained a strong en-
thusiasm for life and joy
in his Catholic faith.

Frassati, who died on
July 4, 1925, was beati-
fied by Pope John Paul II
on May 20, 1990.

“To discover Pier Geor-
gio Frassati’s life and spir-
ituality helped me be
more prayerful, for exam-
ple,” director Gurrieri
said, “to trust more in
God, to be more attentive

Pope Francis talks to Gen Z
in Disney documentary

(CNA) - Disney will re-
lease a new documentary
April 5 titled “The Pope
Answers,” airing an ex-
tended conversation be-
tween Pope Francis and
10 members of Genera-
tion Z, discussing the
Church’s stance on
LGBTQ+ issues, abortion,
clergy abuse, feminism,
and more.

Shot in Rome and di-
rected by Spanish film-
makers Jordi Evole and
Marius Sanchez, the doc-
umentary is entirely in
Spanish and will be re-
leased exclusively on
Hulu in the U.S.

Evole’s production

company Producciones
del Barrio (Neighborhood
Productions) is known
for such documentaries
as “Mr. Trump, Pardon
the Interruption,” investi-
gating the impact of
Trump’s border policies
on Hispanic communi-
ties, and “What You Give
Me,” which explores the
meaning of life with the
late Spanish musician
Pau Dones.

Evole is also known for
hosting, directing, and
producing the Spanish
news show “Salvados”
(“Saved,”  2008-2019),
which sparked contro-
versy for its criticism and

satiric humor directed at
the Catholic Church. The
trailer for “The Pope An-
swers” shows an infor-
mal conversation
between Francis and a
small group of young
people discussing some
of the Church’s most
controversial positions

and some of society’s
most difficult problems.

THE MONTHLY PRAYER R

also to the needs of the
people, and also to be
more kind. Pier Giorgio
was very kind.”

Francesco Buttironi, a
27-year-old Italian actor,
played Frassati.

He told EWTN News
during production of the
film in 2022 that it was
challenging to play a
Blessed.

“I think the tendency is
to go to just abstract
stuff,” he said. “Actually,
were always talking
about a human being ...
so we have a life, we have
a body, we have a family,
and so I try to stay with
that human part.”

“And from the human
part ... I have been travel-
ing into his soul, into his

spiritual behavior and
spiritual life,” Buttironi
added.

The actor said one par-
ticularly touching mo-
ment for him during the
making of the docudrama

was when they were film-
ing a scene of Frassati
and his friends praying
the rosary in the moun-
tains.

A member of the crew
told Buttironi a personal
story of something he
had experienced once
while reciting the rosary.

“And in that moment, in
that specific moment
while being in the moun-
tains, in these wonderful
places [where] we’ve been
shooting in Abruzzo,” he
said, “thinking about his
experience touched me in
some way.”

“It was really, really
strong, and what was just
another scene to shoot at
some point became
something really power-
ful, really strong that
touched me even person-
ally, I have to say.”

“To the Top” will pre-
miere on EWTN on June
28 at 10 p.m. ET and re-
airon July 1 at 8 p.m. ET.

QUEST FOR PRIESTS

O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live
in (name a priest), act in him,
speak in and through him. Think
your thoughts in his mind, love
through his heart. Give him your
own dispositions and feelings.
Teach, lead and guide him always.
Correct, enlightenand expand his
thoughts and behavior. Possess
his soul; take over his entire
personality and life.

DIOCESE OF
OGDENSBURG, NY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

= PRAYER SUGGESTION=——

APRIL

2023

WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY

Replace him with yourself.

Incline him to constant adoration

and thanksgiving; pray in and

through him. Let him live

in you and keep him in this

intimate union always. O Mary,

Immaculate Conception, Mother

of Jesus and Mother of .
Ppri/

priests, pray and

intercede for (...)
The Holy

Amen.
Eucharist
SATURDAY

FRIDAY

For more copies contact:
Diocese of Ogdensburg
PO Box 369

Ogdenshurg, NY 13669
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

The shock of Palm Sunday

With Palm Sunday, we
enter into the most sa-
cred week of the year,
celebrating the
“Paschal  Mys-
tery” of the pas-
sion, death, and
resurrection of
Jesus. Latecom-
ers to Mass this
Sunday are usu-
ally embarrassed
as they open the
church door qui-
etly, only to find paylE.

themselves right yypitmore

in the middle of

the action as an

usher hurriedly thrusts a
palm branch into their
hands for the reading of
the first of two Gospels.
The Holy Week drama
has begun, with the
singing of “Hosannas”

Monsignor

and, usually, “All Glory
Laud and Honor.”

The first reading from
the 50th chapter
of Isaiah speaks
of the Suffering
Servant with the
well-polished
tongue who pa-
tiently but boldly
speaks the sav-
ing truth “to a
weary  world.”
How  skillfully
the Church shows
us that, long ago,
God foretold the
depths of suffer-
ing His Son would en-
dure, setting his face
“like flint,” not flinching,
not turning back.

St. Paul’s second read-
ing is all about Jesus’
“kenosis,” the emptying

Palm Sunday

READINGS
Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11
Matthew 26:14,27:66

out of His divine glory,
that He might become
the humble servant,
human like us in all
things but sin. No won-
der every knee must
bow at the mention of
His name! How the early
Church fought to main-
tain the doctrine that
Jesus is both God and
man. What a stupendous
sacrifice for our redemp-
tion!

The Church is a master
of drama in the liturgies

of this week. In the use
of the celebrant and two
readers for the Passion
this week, and in the
congregations’ voice, we
all become part of the
action. Most feel embar-
rassed to cry “Crucify
Him!” with the palm
branches still in our
hands. We feel like hyp-
ocrites. Yet our sin is
what placed us in that
position. It helps drive
home the crime of dei-
cide! St. Mark presses
the question, “Who is
Jesus?” all through his
gospel. As we watch the
heavens darken and
hear the thunder, we cry
with that centurion, “In-
deed this was the Son of
God!” We should beat our
breasts at the realization

of what our sins have
done!”

The shock of Palm
Sunday’s liturgy com-
presses 2,000 years into
this Year of Our Lord. We
have no place to hide.
We need to suspend all
other activities, quiet
our busy-ness, and
focus on the events of
this week. It’s all in the
sacred Liturgy, the local
penance services, the
Stations of the Cross, the
Thursday night adora-
tion and the Good Friday
veneration of the Cross.
All will prepare us for
the coming out of dark-
ness into the new fire,
the new light, the new
saving water of the
Easter Vigil — and Resur-
rection.

Friends have posed
that question regularly in
the past week and my
answer has been some-
thing like:

“Great, it was memo-
rable and spiritually be-
yond explanation.”

I just came back from
my first visit to the Holy
Land.

There really is no way
to adequately describe
the emotional impact of
a visit to the Holy Land.
Imagine being in Jesus’

‘How

birthplace in Bethlehem,
or visiting the birthplace
of Mary, his mother, or
standing where Jesus
was baptized in the Jor-
dan River, or walking in
the footsteps of Jesus
Christ on the Via Do-
loroso, singing the Stabat
Mater at each station of
His cross at 4:00 in the
morning.

That was some of what
we did.

We sailed on the Sea of
Galilee. Some  folks
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was your

dipped in the Dead Sea (I
did not).

Our adventure in-
cluded the sites of the
Annunciation and Visita-
tion, the place where
Jesus gave us the
Beatitudes, se-
lected Peter to
lead His church, !
multiplied the
loaves and fishes
and was Transfig-
ured before his
friends.

[ will never pro-

claim a gospel or Deacon

preach the same Kevin Mastellon

way because of
this experience.
That’s how it was.
Another thing that
struck me as we finished
our eleven-hour flight
from Istanbul to New
York City last week is
how kind and welcoming
everyone had been. The
flight attendants, the air-
port staffs, the shop

o
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trip?’
keepers, the sacristans in
the wvarious churches,
even the armed soldiers
we encountered in Beth-
lehem (Palestinian) and
Jerusalem (Israeli) were
polite and con-
siderate.
Love occurred
. to me. That emo-
. tion has popped
. up alot recently.
This trip while
exciting, cer-
tainly showed me
how much I love
my wife, family,
friends and work
since 1 was gone
for a dozen days.

My fellow travelers
demonstrated their love
for each other by helping
those who had some dif-
ficulty walking the paths,
hills and trails we en-
countered at every turn.

Our parish Lenten mis-
sion is about love.

A student presented a

homily on love.

The morning prayer on
the day I write this col-
umn included the peti-
tion: Teach us to be
loving not only in great
and exceptional mo-
ments, but above all in
the ordinary events of
daily life.

Love your neighbor as
yourself, Jesus taught us.

But the greatest love
was demonstrated by
God, who gave his only
Son to be crucified and
die a human death.

Jesus accepted death
on the cross for us, for
me. That was the love I
felt in the Holy Land.

It is good to be home,
with those I love.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of
Permanent Deacons
for the Diocese
of Ogdensburg.



MARCH 29, 2023

The Pontifical Mission Societies of
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‘An adventure
worth living’

“At the beginning of January 2022, I moved to
Calavi, Benin, to the 'Brésillac' Center where the sem-
inarians of the Society for African Missions (SMA) at-
tend the International Year of Spirituality (Novitiate),
between the two of three years of philosophy and
three or four years of theology.” Thus, Father Gio-
vanni Benetti recounts the experience that he is liv-
ing among the young seminarians of the Calavi
Center, on the outskirts of the large city of Cotonou,
in the south of the country.

“I find myself in the midst of many young people
who, together with the formation parents and the
friends of the Center, nurture an atmosphere of fra-
ternity and simplicity,” writes the missionary. [...]
[There are] 37 seminarians currently present in the
'‘Brésillac' Center in Calavi. [...]

‘I am involved,” continues Father Benetti, “in their
spiritual accompaniment, in the preparation of some
retreats and formation courses, and in the partici-
pation in the various meetings planned for the for-
mators. Depending on the time [ have available, I
also try to offer my pastoral service, especially on
Sundays, in some neighboring parishes. The work is
not lacking and requires a great sense of responsi-
bility, since the vocation is at stake and, therefore,
the lives of the seminarians, future missionaries of
the SMA, who expect an authentic Christian witness
from me and from the other fathers. This requires
humility which allows the formators to share the
problems and immerse themselves in the personal
story of these young people on their way towards
the priesthood and missionary commitment without
borders.”

“Of course, here as everywhere, not everything is
rosy. The water, for example, is not drinkable, so it
must be filtered or boiled. Unlike Nairobi, where I
have been since 2021, Calavi's tropical climate is
harsh and Anopheles mosquitoes are very present
and active; you try to fight them with mosquito nets
and repellents. However, [ dare to say it bluntly: the
mission is an adventure worth living because it helps
to grasp what is essential in life and to relativize
what risks becoming absolute. I ask the Lord to help
me be areflection of his love, here and wherever the
breath of his Spirit takes me. My desire is, above all,
to share with simplicity the precious gift that I have
received from Him: faith, which gives flavor, seren-
ity and meaning to life.”

- Article from FIDES missionary news service of
the Pontifical Mission Societies.

PHOTO USED WITH PERMISSION OF CONNIE JENKINS, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH AND COMMUNITY PROGRAM

Knights of Columbus Sarto Council 1059 in Canton’s Supreme Knight Russ Backus delivered a large load of food
— 204 items, weighing an estimated 180 pounds — for Canton’s Church & Community Program Food Pantry. The
Knights hold a collection during Lent, 40 cans for 40 Days, every year. This year they’ve added a collection hox at
Bingo games. Church parishioners also are very dedicated to sustaining to the pantry. The pantry is seeing new
people in need every day, and every can and box of food goes to a local person who truly needs it. Backus is pic-
tured with pantry volunteers Marsha Akins, left, and Korena Onyper.

OBITUARIES

Brownville — Therese Irene
(0Neill) Sparacino, 84; Mass of
Christian Burial April 26,2023 at
Immaculate Conception Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Champlain - Carol Lee (Higgins)

Pinsonneault, 78; Mass of Christian
Burial March 20,2023 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Ceme-
tery.

Chazy - Diane M. (Baker) Thibault,

73; Funeral March 22,2023 at R.W.
Walker Funeral Home; burial in Sa-
cred Heart Cemetery.

Clayton - Sally lerlan Russell, 90;
Mass of Christian Burial March 25,
2023 at St.Mary’s Church; burial in
St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Hoganshurg — Hubert Jock, 96;

Mass of Christian Burial March 28,
2023 at St.Regis Church; burial in
St.Joseph’s Cemetery, Akwesasne.

Louisville - Sara Jane (Brannen)
Martin, 82; Mass of Christian Burial
March 24,2023 at St. Lawrence
Church; burial in St. Lawrence
(emetery.

Morrisonville — Henry A. Dupell;
Mass of Christian Burial March 21,
2023 at St. Alexander’s Church.

Port Leyden — Glenn D.Satterly,
91; Mass of Christian Burial March
23,2023 at St.Martin's Church; bur-
ial in Calvary Cemetery.

Ceceilia’s Cemetery, Henderson.

Tupper Lake - Betty A. (Lamay)
Vaillancourt, 82; Mass of Christian
Burial March 25,2023 at St. Alphon-
sus Church; burial in St. Alphonsus
(Cemetery.

Potsdam — Randy L. Foster, 68;
Graveside Services March 24,2023
at the West Stockholm Cemetery.
Waddington - Alice Eileen (Egan)
Pavelski, 75; Mass of Christian Burial
March 23,2023 at St. Mary’s Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Sackets Harbor - Elizabeth E.
“Betty” (Johnson) Mooney, 78; Fu-
neral March 24,2023 at Redd &
Benoit Funeral Home; burial in St.
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(Above) Bishop Terry R. LaValley celebrated Mass March 19 with the Sisters of St.Joseph on March 19, the Feast
of St. Joseph, at the Sisters of St.Joseph Motherhouse in Watertown. Bishop LaValley was joined by 11 priests of
the diocese in the celebration of the Mass. (Top right) Sister Mary Helen Hermann, a Sister of St.Joseph, reads at
the St. Joseph's Day Mass. (Bottom right) Sister M. Gregory Munger provided organ music for the Mass.

(Above) After being welcomed by diocesan Knights of Columbus and their wives, (right) Bishop Terry R. LaValley
accepted a $10,000 donation from New York Knights of Columbus State Deputy Deacon Charles Esposito at the
March 19 Annual Bishop’s Burse Dinner hosted by Norfolk Knights of Columbus Council 11544, Before the State
Deputy’s presentation, Grand Knights and Faithful Navigators representing North Country councils and assem-
blies presented gifts. Bishop LaValley said he wishes the Knights could personally witness how much their dona-
tions assist the diocese in its charitable works.






