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AG Garland grilled on anti-Catholic bias 
By Tyler Arnold 
Catholic News Agency 

Attorney General Mer­
rick Garland on Wednes­
day fielded questions 
from lawmakers regard­
ing alleged anti­
Catholic, anti-pro-life 
bias within the Depart­
ment of justice and the 
Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation. 

In his responses to 
questioning before the 
Senate judiciary Com­
mittee, the attorney gen-
eral called a 
now-retracted Rich-
mond FBI memo that 
suggested investigating 
traditionalist Catholics 
for possible ties to do­
mestic terrorists "ap­
palling." 

Garland also defended 
the DOj and FBI during 
heated exchanges with 
Republicans over 
whether federal agen­
cies are biased against 
the pro-life movement 
in their enforcement of 
federal laws. 

The FBI memo and al-
legations of anti-
Catholic bias 

In response to ques­
tioning from Sen. josh 
Hawley, R-Missouri, Gar­
land denounced a 
memo from the FBI's 
Richmond division, 
which detailed a strat­
egy to investigate a link 
between "radical-tradi­
tionalist Catholic ideol­
ogy" and "the far-right 
white nationalist move­
ment." 

The now-retracted 
memo discussed inves­
tigating Catholic 
parishes that offer the 

Traditional Latin Mass 
and certain Catholic on­
line communities. The 
document cited a list 
from the Southern 
Poverty Law Center to 
determine which organ­
izations adhere to "radi­
cal-traditionalist 
Catholic ideology." 

Hawley asked Garland 
whether the Department 
of justice is "cultivating 
sources and spies in 
Latin Mass parishes and 
other Catholic parishes 
around the country." 

"The justice Depart­
ment does not do that," 
Garland said. "It does 
not do investigations 
based on religion. I saw 
the document you have. 
It's appalling. It's ap­
palling. I'm in complete 
agreement with you. I 
understand that the FBI 
has withdrawn it and it's 
now looking into how 
this could ever have 
happened." 

Hawley pressed the 
issue further, asking 
Garland how many in­
formants the FBI has in 
Catholic churches. 

"I don't know and I 
don't believe we have 
any informants aimed at 
Catholic churches," Gar­
land responded. "We 
have a rule against in­
vestigations based on 
First Amendment activ­
ity and Catholic 
churches are obviously 
First Amendment activ­
ity. But I don't know the 
specific answer to that 
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question." 
Hawley criticized Gar­

land for not providing a 
definitive answer to the 
question. 

"You don't know the 
specifics of anything it 
seems, but apparently 
on your watch, this jus­
tice Department is tar­
geting Catholics, 
targeting people of 
faith, specifically for 
their faith views," Haw­
ley said. "And Mr. Attor­
ney General, I'll just say 
to you, it's a disgrace." 

Alleged targeting of 
pro-life activists 

Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, 
asked Garland to ac­
count for a disparity in 
the number of prosecu­
tions of pro-life activists 
and pro-abortion ac­
tivists under the Free­
dom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances (FACE) Act. 
The FACE Act made it a 
federal crime to impede 
access to a pro-life preg­
nancy center or abortion 
clinic. 

Lee noted that there 
have been 81 reported 
attacks on pro-life preg­
nancy centers "and only 
two individuals have 
been charged" with vio­
lating the FACE Act. 
Meanwhile, he said, 34 
pro-life activists have 
been charged for block­
ing access to or vandal­
izing abortion clinics. 

Garland acknowl-
edged the disparity in 
prosecutions and attrib­
uted it to pro-life ac­
tivists' tendency to 
operate openly, in the 
light of day. 

'There are many more 
prosecutions with re­
spect to the blocking of 
the abortion centers, but 
that is generally because 
those actions are taken 
with photography at the 
time, during the day­
light and seeing the per­
son who did it is quite 
easy," Garland re­
sponded. 

'Those who are attack­
ing the pregnancy re-

What is a Foster Grandparent? 
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and fri ends to 
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for 
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom 
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional 
support, development of basic learn ing skills, f ri endship, 
companionship, en couragement, individual attention, and 
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and 
serves more than 100 kids per year. 
The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, 0 federally funded ogency 
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting. 

Volunteers Needed 

Am I Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent? 
All you need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child 

on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your 
experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent. 

You'll also re<elve a small b,·weekly. non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any 

cr 
Catholic current benefits you already have as well as paid mileage for your trave. I. Additionally. you 
Charitit.'S re<elve paid holidays. vacations. sick and personal leave 

1>00< ..... 0,-. ....... 

source centers, which is 
a horrid thing to do, are 
doing this at night in the 
dark. We have put full 
resources on this. We 
have put rewards out for 
this," he said. 

Sen. Ted Cruz, R­
Texas, contrasted the 
lack of prosecutions in­
volving crimes against 
pro-life pregnancy cen­
ters with the FBI's arrest 
of Mark Houck, a pro-life 
activist charged by the 
FBI for allegedly violat­
ing the FACE Act but ac­
quitted on all counts. 

'Two dozen agents 
clad in body armor and 
ballistic helmets and 
shields and a battering 
ram showed up at his 
house pointing rifles at 
his family, " Cruz said. 

Garland responded by 
stating "the decisions 
about how to do that are 
made at the level of the 
FBI agents on scene" and 
"my understanding is 
the FBI disagrees with 
that description." 

( 
Sometimes when you get 
to be my age, you wake up 
and say what good am I 

and along came the Foster 
Grandparent Program that 
keeps me going ! /I 

Want more info about 
how to get started? 

Contact Melissa Howard, 
Volunteer Coordinator 

PHONE: 
(518)359-7688 

EMAIL: 
mhoward@cathcharities.org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 
PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
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Bishops urge senators to 
oppose revival of the 

Equal Rights Amendment 
By Jonah McKeown 
Catholic News Agency 

Amid an attempt by the 
U.S. Senate to revive the 
Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA) - which failed in 
1982 - the Catholic bish­
ops of the United States 
have urged senators to 
vote down the proposal, 
citing possible threats to 
religious freedom as well 
as a likelihood that the 
amendment would be 
used to strike down pro­
life laws and promote 
public funding for abor­
tion. 

The U.S. Senate Judici­
ary Committee held a 
hearing Feb. 28 to discuss 
a resolution to revoke the 
original 1982 deadline for 
the ERA's ratification, thus 
allowing it to become part 
of the U.S. Constitution. 

"Catholic teaching 
speaks very clearly and 
strongly about the equal­
ity of men and women ... 
For the needs of those in 
challenging circum­
stances in particular, 
whom many of our min­
istries serve, we have 
called lawmakers to radi­
cal solidarity and offered 
numerous policy recom­
mendations to provide 
women and their families 
meaningful assistance 
and support," the U.S. 
bishops wrote in a letter. 

"That all being said, we 
are writing to you to ex­
press our alarm with a 
number of far-reaching 
consequences that will 
arise from the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA), and its negative im­
pacts to the common 
good and to religious 
freedom. We strongly 
urge you to oppose it and 
any resolution attempt­
ing to declare it ratified." 

Drafters of the bishops' 
statement included Car-

dinal Timothy Dolan of 
New York, Archbishop 
Borys Gudziak of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Philadelphia, 
and Bishops Robert Bar­
ron of Winona-Rochester 
and Michael Burbidge of 
Arlington. 

The ERA was first intro­
duced in Congress in 
1923. The amendment 
states that "equality of 
rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by 
any state on account of 
sex." 

In 1972, Congress sub­
mitted the ERA to the 
states for ratification, re­
quiring a three-fourths 
majority to add the 
amendment to the Con­
stitution. Ultimately, the 
amendment failed to gar­
ner the required 38 
states, neither by the 
original 1979 deadline 
nor the subsequent ex­
tension to 1982. 

Despite the expiration 
of the deadline, states 
such as Nevada and Illi­
nois continued to ratify 
the amendment, with Vir­
ginia becoming the 38th 
state to approve the 
amendment in 2020. 

The bishops noted that 
activists for abortion 
rights, such as the Na­
tional Abortion Rights Ac­
tion League (NARAL) have 
touted the ERA as a 
means of overturning 
pro-life laws throughout 
the country. NARAL 
stated in 2019 that the 
ERA, if ratified, "would re­
inforce the constitutional 
right to abortion by clari­
fying that the sexes have 
equal rights, which would 
require judges to strike 
down anti-abortion laws 
because they violate both 
the constitutional right to 
privacy and sexual equal­
ity." 

In at least two states 
with equal-rights amend­
ments with language 
analogous to that of the 
federal ERA - Connecticut 
and New Mexico - courts 
have interpreted the 
amendments to require 
government funding of 
abortion. 

"Both supporters and 
opponents of abortion 
believe that the federal 
ERA would have this ef­
fect, as well as restrain 
the ability of federal and 
state governments to 
enact other measures reg­
ulating abortion, such as 
third-trimester or partial­
birth abortion bans, 
parental consent, in­
formed consent, con­
science-related 
exemptions, and other 
provisions," the bishops 
wrote. 

"While in the early years 
of the ERA debate some 
considered these abor­
tion threats to be remote 
or 'scare tactics,' abortion 
advocates in recent years 
have freely admitted that 
they intend to use the 
ERA to litigate such abor­
tion claims and anticipate 
that such cases would be 
successful." 

The bishops warned 
that the amendment 
could also promote a re­
definition of sex discrim­
ination that could affect 
the ability of churches 
and other faith-based or­
ganizations to obtain and 
utilize conscience protec­
tions whenever there is a 
claimed conflict with the 
sexual nondiscrimination 
norms that the ERA would 
adopt. The ERA could also 
lead to requirements that 
would require health care 
professionals to perform, 
and secular and religious 
employers to cover, "gen­
der transition surgery," 
the bishops said. 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 

Pope Francis cuts free and discounted rent for cardinals 
(CNA) - Pope Francis has cut housing perks for Vatican managers and 
cardinals in order to save the Church money. Reuters and Vatican 
News reported March 1 that cardinals and other high-level positions 
at the Vatican will no longer be able to live in Vatican-connected 
apartments for free or at special prices. The Vatican owns an exten­
sive amount of real estate both in and outside Vatican walls. Apart­
ments are principally managed by APSA (the Administration ofthe 
Patrimony of the Apostolic See). The pope's decision to drop housing 
benefits for upper management was communicated in a note from 
the Vatican's new prefect ofthe Secretariat for the Economy, Max­
imino Caballero Ledo. The note, called a "rescriptum ex audientia," 
was posted in the San Damaso Courtyard inside Vatican City, accord­
ing to Reuters. The rescript, which was posted in the Vatican follow­
ing a Feb.13 meeting with Pope Francis, says housing perks for 
high-level Vatican officials are being cut to meet the growing needs 
of the Church in an economic context "of particular gravity." 

Miss. law to protect minors from transgender procedures 
(CNA) - Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves signed legislation that prohibits 
medical professionals or anyone else from providing gender transi­
tion procedures to anyone under the age of 18. The ban includes both 
surgeries and hormone treatments. "At the end of the day, there are 
two positions here," Reeves said in a statement after signing the leg­
islation. "One tells children that they're beautiful the way they are. 
That they can find happiness in their own bodies. The other tells 
them that they should take drugs and cut themselves up with expen­
sive surgeries in order to find freedom from depression. I know which 
side I'm on."The Mississippi American Civil Liberties Union released a 
statement opposing the new law. "This law shuts the door on best­
practice medical care and puts politics between parents, their chil­
dren, and their doctors," a statement from the ACLU of Mississippi 
read."But this fight is far from over - we are determined to build a 
future where Mississippi is a safe place to raise every child." 

Citing dementia, ex-cardinal asks for dismissal of abuse case 
Former cardinal Theodore McCarrick, 92, filed a motion in a Massa­
chusetts court claiming he is "legally incompetent"to stand trial for 
sex abuse charges, citing "Significant, worsening, and irreversible de­
mentia." McCarrick is charged with three counts of indecent assault 
and battery on a person over the age of 14 relating to allegations 
that he sexually abused the teenager who was a family friend at a 
wedding ceremony in the 1970s at Wellesley College in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts. McCarrick, laicized by Pope Francis in 2019, held one 
of the highest offices in the Catholic Church and has been accused of 
serially abusing his priestly authority by sexually abusing minors and 
seminarians. The state of Massachusetts told CNA that it wants an op­
portunity to examine McCarrick's competency to stand trial. 



MARCH 8,2023 
II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 LIe ENTERTAINMENT 

CALLED TO SERVE 

I'm from away, but I like it here 
I worked with a guy who had lived in Water- matters of parish or dio- diocese each day during newspaper. On-line the 

many years ago who was town for three or four cese-wide practices. It is Lent. That might not be English/Spanish site pro­
born and raised in jeffer- decades, was originally good for folks to get a dif- practical in the North motes Cardinal Dolan a 
son County. We worked in from Pennsylvania. His ferent perspective about Country. lot and featured an article 
a broadcast newsroom opponent, like my friend, the way we do things or The Diocese of Buffalo about 40 apps you can 
together in Watertown. was born, reared and think about some things. has an interesting project download this Lenten 

This fellow took a lot of never left the county. As I write this column, in conjunction with its Season. 
pride in sharing with me She fancied herself a for instance, the March 1 175th anniversary. The In Syracuse, the diocese 
that at age 23 or so, he "here" and did not want edition of the North diocese has created a congratulates all married 
had never left, never set this city run by Country Catholic podcast. Each episode couples on World Mar-
foot outside jefferson someone from is promoting the through March is a riage day and notes that 
County. "I have every- "away." Sisters of St. dramatization of a con- Bishop Lucia has granted 
thing I'll ever need; every- That led to the joseph Founda- versation over dinner a dispensation of Friday 
thing I have any interest slogan ''I'm from tion grants and with a character who had Lenten obligations for St. 
in, right here." away but I like it the paper's an- an historical impact on Patrick's Day, March 17, 

His pronouncement left here." nual subscrip- the diocese. That will be 2023. 
me speechless. The away won. tion campaign. fun to listen to. And that's just a tour of 

I have not travelled the My friend, many Good stuff to The Diocese of Albany the diocese in New York 
world, but I have seen years later, was know about. has put a hold on the cel- State. Think about all the 
enough of this country hired by a Syra- Deacon On Long Is- ebration of Mass in Latin things going on beyond 
and others to realize my cuse broadcaster, Kevin Mastellon land, in the Dio- until there is a final de- the borders of our local 
friend's assertion was lu- and his views of cese of Rockville cree from Rome. An arti- map? 
dicrous, at best. I prayed the world changed. Centre, the diocese has cle in NCC last week Deacon Kevin MasteI-
for him. Changed for the better, I an article about a Catholic reported the issue local Ion ministers in Water-

Recalling that incident think. school teacher leadership bishops have to deal town. He is the Director 
reminded me of the polit- It is wrong for us to as- program. The Diocese of with. of Permanent Deacons 
ical race we had in said sume the world revolves Brooklyn is talking about The New York Archdio- for the Diocese of Og-
town a long time ago. around our little portion its 40-day Pilgrimage to a cese recently discontin- densburg. 
One of the candidates, of the universe, even in different church in the ued their print 

Kicker talks about Super Bowl, devotions 
(CNA) - Even though growing closer to the just not something I re- He also said he didn't God's grace help him to 

Harrison Butker kicked sacraments and of being ally think about ... all of intend for the scapular to stay grounded and re­
the winning field goal in a saint." my fantasies, you could pop out of his jersey dur- mind himself that he is 
what he described as Butker, 27, is outspo- say, are all for my family ing his game-winning ultimately "ashes ... dust." 
"one of the best Super ken about his Catholic and for my children," kick, but the fact that it "I don't allow [the fame] 
Bowls ever played," foot- faith and his pro-life con- Butker said. did and that numerous to get to my head and 
ball doesn't define the victions. During the Super Bowl, people on social media change the way I view 
Kansas City Chiefs Earlier this month, many on social media noticed provided a "great myself, because I'm a 
player's life. Butker made the game- were quick to point out witness." child of God. I'm a sinner. 

"I want to be a saint. winning kick for the that Butker was wearing "Wow, if Harrison I need a savior, I need 
And that's the most im- Kansas City Chiefs in a brown scapular around Butker is wearing a jesus, I need the sacra­
portant thing, and that's Super Bowl LVII. his neck, a sacramental brown scapular, maybe I ments, and prayer 
why I'm here on this When asked about the from the Carmelite tradi- should look into it," he grounds me. And then, 
earth," Butker recently future, the father of three tion worn as a sign of de- said. again, always coming 
told EWTN News In noted his teammates "no- votion to Mary. Butker says he stays off back to my vocation and 
Depth's Colm Flynn. tice that I am happiest In his interview with of social media but has knowing that that job is 

"I'm not just making when I am with my fam- EWTN, Butker said he has not gotten "any negative way more important than 
kicks so that I can make ily." been wearing the brown feedback to my face, at kicking a football." 
money and I can puff "I envision my life with scapular since college, least from teammates or 
myself up as this great my wife and having lots but never wore it during coaches" about his 
person that people want of children and being games until after an in- Catholic and pro-life 
to be like one day. I'm saints. That's what I envi- jury earlier this season. views. 
making kicks because sion. I don't really envi- He said the example of a Amid the money and 
God wants me to have a sion myself being in the teammate, fellow fame that comes with 
platform, at least for Hall of Fame, winning Catholic Leo Chenal, being a professional ath­
right now, to share this more Super Bowls, get- helped convince him to lete, especially a success­
message of faith, of ting x, y, and z records, start wearing it during ful one, Butker says daily 
growing in virtue, of getting that contract. It's games. prayer and meditation on 
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 
COFFEE AND CATHOLICISM 
Wells - Please join us at our Cof­
fee and Catholicism program, 
where we will enjoy brunch as we 
view and discuss Word on Fire's 
Catholicism series. 

Date: Every Saturday (except 
for Holy Saturday), beginning 
March 4 and ending May 13 

Time: 9 a.m. to 10 
Place: St. Ann's rectory 
Features: We will enjoy brunch 

as we view and discuss Word on 
Fire's Catholicism series. Parents 
of small children are not discour­
aged from attending! We will 
have toys and books set up for lit­
tle ones. 

Contact: For more information, 
please call 757-817-4700. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

LENTEN FISH FRY 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish to 
have a Lenten Fish Fry hosted by 
the K of C Council #255. 

Date: Fridays Feb 24 to March 
31 

Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Parish Center behind OLV 
Cost: $12 per person. Dine in 

only 
Menu: Alternating weeks of 

Cod and Haddock. Fries, Cole Slaw, 
Drink and dessert. 

Contact: For more information 
call 518-563-0730 

ADORATION 
Ellenburg -Our Lady of the Adiron­
dacks warmly invite you to join 
them for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament during Lent. 

Schedule: Fridays through 
March 24 

Time: 3 p.m. to 5 
Features: Enjoy these quiet 

times of enriching prayer, worship, 
and communion with our Lord 
and Savior 

PREPARATION FOR 
PARISH NURSING 
Plattsburgh - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks will offer preparation 
for the role of Parish Nurse. 

Date: Beginning March 10 
Place: StJoseph's Outreach 

Center 

Clinton­
Nonhero 
Franklin 
Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to"Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

Features: This course is open to 
registered nurses and others who 
are interested in health ministry 
in their parishes or with Mercy 
Care. Parish Nurses (Faith Commu­
nity Nurses) promote well ness by 
health screening, health educa­
tion, advocating for clients, con­
necting them to services in their 
community, listening and provid­
ing support. There is no charge for 
this course, but registration is re­
quired. It is 36 contact hour course 
offered on Fridays and Saturdays 
in March. 

Contact: For further informa­
tion, please contact Alexandria 
(Lexi) Bevilacqua, Program Direc­
tor at abevilacqua@adkmercy.org 
or 518-523-5446. 

SUNDAY MOVIE EVENT 
Plattsburgh - The Knights of 
Columbus will be sponsoring a 
movie night. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: In the Large Gym at Holy 

Cross Parish Center, behind OLV 
Church 

Features: Showing "Mother 
Teresa, No Greater Love': Show­
time is 1 hour and 50 minutes. 
Will be shown on a 1 O-foot screen 
with a Hi-Def Projector. There will 
be free popcorn and other refresh­
ments and snacks for sale. There 
will no charge, but donations are 

welcome. Donations will go to the 
Interfaith Food Shelf. 

Contact: For more information 
call the parish office at 518-563-
0730 

CORNED BEEF DINNER 
Fort Covington - St. Mary's ofthe 
Fort will be have their 4th Annual 
Corned Beef Dinner. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 11 a.m. until gone 
Place: Fort Covington Adult 

Center, take-out only 
Cost: $15 
Menu: corned beef, cabbage, 

potatoes, carrots and dessert. 

LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER 
Plattsburgh - Gather around the 
cross for prayer this Lent! 

Date: March 28 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Stjohn's Church 
Features: Taize Prayer includes 

song, silence and Sacred Scripture 
in an atmosphere of quiet reflec­
tion. The music is simple, with 
brief refrains repeated in the 
manner of the mantra of the East­
ern Church or the rosary ofthe 
Western Church. Allow the prayer­
ful repetitions to permeate your 
spirit as you enter into this song 
and the silence. 

FISH FRY 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Church to 

have a Fish Fry. 
Date: March 31 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
Place: Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $15; Children 5-12, 

$9; All take-outs, $15 
Menu: Fried Perch, Homemade 

Macaroni and Cheese, French Fries, 
Cole Slaw, rolls, beverage and 
dessert. 

Contact: For more info, contact 
Noreen atthe rectory 518-846-
7650 or email sacredheart@west­
elcom.com 

ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Adoration to be 
held weekly. 

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Place: Stjohn's in the Holy 

Family Basement 
Features: Come to an out of 

the way place and rest awhile in 
Jesus' Presence. Experience His 
healing power, grace, love and 
mercy. 

Contact: For more information, 
to become a substitute or to sign 
up for an hour, please contact 
518-563-3773. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

WIZARDOFOZ 
Watertown -Immaculate Heart 
Central School will be presenting 
"The Wizard of Oz': 

Date: March 10 and 11 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Highschool Building 
Cost: $5, they can be purchased 

at the door or before the shows 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus 
will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: March 11 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5, Free; Quart of sauce, $6 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - The Knights of Colum-

MARCH 8,2023 

bus will be sponsoring a monthly 
Pancake Breakfast to benefit Au­
gustinian Academy. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 8 a.m. to Noon 
Place: Stjames Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7; 

Children under 10, $4; Family of 4 
or more, $27 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224. 

PRE-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
Watertown - Stjohn Bosco Pre­
school program to have open en­
rollment. 

Date: March 20 for current IHC 
Families and April 3 for the public 

Features: Must be 4 by Dec. 1 
Contact: For more information 

visit www.ihcschool.org or call 
315-788-4670 ext. 1 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
Watertown -Immaculate Heart 
Central to have Kindergarten Reg­
istration and screening for the 
2023-24 school year. 

Date: March 22 
Time: By Appointment only 
Contact: Call 315-788-7011 to 

set up a time. 

BOTTLE DRIVE 
Watertown -Immaculate Heart 
Central School to have a bottle 
drive. 

Date: March 25 
Time: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Place: IHC High School 

SOCIAL MEDIA - THE PATHWAY 
TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Watertown - Panel Discussion to 
be held addressing the recent 
trends regarding Human Traffick­
ing. 

Date: March 26 
Time: 1 :30 p.m. to 3 
Place: The Children's Home of 

Jefferson County Dining Hall. 
Features: The Sisters of St 

Joseph Social Justice Committee 
in collaboration with The Alliance 
for a Better Community, The Vic­
tim's Assistance Center/Safe Har-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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bor and local law enforcement 
and schools invite all to attend a 
panel discussion addressing re­
cent trends regarding Human 
Trafficking, statistics from com­
munity surveys and advice for 
parents and caregivers to help 
safeguard our children. Light Re­
freshments will be served. Event is 
FREE and open to the public. 

Contact: For more information 
please call Sister Bethany Fitzger­
ald, (315) 782-3460 

WOMEN'S PRAYER 
AND HEALING RETREAT 
Watertown - The Department of 
Faith Formation will be having a 
Women's Prayer and Healing re­
treat. 

Date: March 31 
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: Sisters of St. Joseph 

Hearthside Room 
Cost: $20 
Features: The retreat will be 

run by Sister Mary Michael Fox, Or, 
a member of the Dominican Sis­
ters of St. Cecilia in Nashville. 

Contact: To register go to, 
www.rcdony.org/healingretreat 

SlLAWRENCE 

LENTEN FISH FRY 
Gouverneur - Lenten Fish Fry to 
be held every Friday during Lent. 

Date: Starting Feb. 24 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Place: Stjames School 
Cost: Adults, $12; Children 

under 5, Free 
Features: Dine in or take-out 
Contact: Local deliveries avail­

able by calling 315-287-0130 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Norwood - Stations of the Cross 
to be held with reflection. 

Date: Every Wednesday during 
Lent. 

Time:6p.m. 
Place: St. Andrew's Church 

BINGO 
Canton - The Knights of Colum­
bus will have BINGO. 

Dates: March 6,13,20,27 
Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 

first game is at 7 p.m. 
Place: K of C Hall 

Features: Bring a friend or 
your family. Snack bar available. 

FORGIVEN 
Waddington - A free Lenten Day 
of Reflection to be held. 

Date: March 11 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Features: Come and explore 

the transforming power and heal­
ing grace of God's Mercy available 
through the Sacrament of Recon­
ciliation. Forgiven: The Transform­
ing Power of Confession, explores 
the grace and healing offered in 
Confession and shows how this 
sacrament of mercy reveals the 
depth and bounty of God's love. 
By looking at God's revelation of 
his mercy in Scripture and making 
a step-by-step examination of the 
Rite itself, Forgiven communicates 
God's invitation to each one of us 
to come experience his indescrib­
able love in the Sacrament of Rec­
onciliation. Bring your own 
lunch. 

Contact: Register Online rc­
dony.org/forgivenlent For more 
information contact Marika Don­
ders at mdonders@rcdony.org 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: March 12 (Second Sun-
day of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

IHC MYSTERY PLAYERS 
Heuvelton - One of the most 
beautiful Lenten traditions is the 
Stations ofthe Cross. The Immac­
ulate Heart Central High School 
Mystery Players from Watertown 
will present a creative play enti­
tled The Way of the Cross. 

Date: March 19 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Raphael's Church 

Features: Mystery plays on the 
Stations of the Cross have a his­
tory that extends back to the Mid­
dle Ages. The IHC Mystery Players 
bring the Way of the Cross to a 
modern level through the use of 
special lighting, music, pan­
tomime and para liturgical read­
ings. We strongly encourage you 
to take advantage ofthis unique 
and powerful prayer experience. 
Please note that small children 
may be frightened due to the na­
ture of the play. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Father O'Brien 315-344-
2383 or kobrien@rcdony.org 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program, 
starting late February in Gou­
verneur, Canton and 
Potsdam/Colton. 

Dates: Facilitators at each site 
will contact registrants to estab­
lish exact dates and times for the 
meetings. 

Cost: $25 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta­
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for­
giveness, money issues, dealing 
with children and a former 
spouse, and annulment and re­
marriage. This program is for the 
newly separated and divorced 
and those still struggling with is­
sues many years later. It will help 
them find answers to their ques­
tions, restore their hope, and 
begin authentic healing. 

Contact: Register online at 
www.rcdony.org/survivingdi­
vorce. For more information con­
tact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc­
dony.org. 

YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT 
Lenten Retreats for youth in 
grades 7 to 12 to be held. 

Schedule: March 18 at St. 
Peter's Church (Emmaus Room) 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. with Mass at 4 
p.m. 

Features: Lent is a perfect 
time for all of us to think about 

how we can be more like Jesus in 
our homes, at school, and in our 
communities. During this retreat, 
you and your friends will be able 
to have some fun while putting 
together your"Best Lent Yet" plan! 
This compact retreat will contain 
moments of fun, reflection, con­
versation, and workshops. Drinks 
and snacks will be provided. There 
is no fee to attend and, re­
treatants are encouraged to at­
tend the Mass offering. 

Contact: Registration is re­
quired to attend. The deadline to 
register is: March 1. To register 
visit: www.rcdony.org/lentenre­
treat When registering, please 
choose the date and location that 
works best for you. For more in­
formation Contact: Tom Semer­
aro @ 315-393-2920 ext. 1415 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 
Massena -The Vocation Office 
and the Office of Youth Ministry is 
sponsoring a Middle School Re­
treat (Grades 6-8) in the St. 
Lawrence/Franklin region ofthe 
Diocese. 

Date: March 22 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: The purpose of a 

Middle School Retreat is to guide 
young women and men to 
prayerfully consider what God's 
plan is for their lives. This invita­
tion is open to students in Grades 
6-8 both in the Catholic schools 
and public schools. This is a Re­
treat Day for the students and is 
considered a legal excused ab­
sence. 

Contact: Contact your pastor, 
Catholic school principal, or Reli­
gious Education Coordinator for a 
registration form. 

CHRISM MASS 
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are in­
vited to join Bishop LaValley in 
the annual Renewal of Priestly 
Commitment, the Blessing of the 
Holy Oils, and the consecration of 
the Sacred Chrism for use in all 
the churches of our Diocese. 

Date: March 30 
Time: 11 a.m. 

Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: This ritual symbol­

izes that we are one family in 
Christ. The Chrism Mass will also 
be livest rea med at 
https://www.rcdony.org/live­
mass. 

DAY OF REFLECTION 
Ogdensburg - The Department of 
Faith Formation will be hosting a 
Day of Reflection. 

Date: April 1 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place:Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $30,lunch is included 
Features: Sister Mary Michael 

Fox, Or, a member ofthe Domini­
can Sisters of St. Cecilia in 
Nashville will present "Blessed, 
Broken, Given: Living Eucharistia"! 

Contact: To Register go to 
www.rcdony.org/dayofreflection 

YOUTH RALLY 
Lake Placid - "We are Jesus in the 
World"Youth Rally to be held for 
Middle and High school age stu­
dents. 

Date: April 22 
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

with Mass to follow at St. Agnes 
Church 

Place: High Peaks Resort 
Cost: $35, includes full day 

pass,lunch, snacks, games and 
giveaways. 

Features: A super presentation 
from Monet Souza and a bounc­
ing concert from Catholic record­
ing artist, Joe Melendrez. Closing 
Mass will be offered by Bishop 
Terry R. LaValley. 

Contact: To register please go 
to wwwJcdony.org/youth/rally If 
you have any questions please 
contact Jeannie Grizzuto at the 
Youth Office,315-393-2920. 

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY 
All are invited to attend this free 
seminar, Loving Authentically: 
Sex, Happiness and Catholic 
Teaching designed to deepen our 
understanding of how Church 
doctrine on sexual morality con­
nects with our happiness. 

Schedule: 2 different times 
and locations to attend. April 22, 
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Eating corned beef on Friday St. Patrick's Day 
North Country Catholic 

There will be corned beef on 
St. Patrick's Day! 

In keeping with local custom, 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley has 
granted a dispensation from 
the law of abstinence from 
meat to those in the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg who observe the 
memorial of St. Patrick on Fri­
day, March 17, asking that an­
other act of penance be 

substituted sometime during 
Lent. 

Father Bryan D. Stitt, dioce­
san director of Worship and 
pastor of St. Mary's in Canton, 
noted that the day is distinct. 

"I ask my parishioners to look 
at their calendar on March 
17th, and they'll note that St. 
Patrick's name is listed twice," 
he said . "On the first line it 
says, 'St. Patrick, Bishop.' This 
is to acknowledge the liturgical 

significance of the day. Offi­
cially we call it an optional me­
morial which is the lowest of 
the celebrations of the liturgi­
cal year. On the next line, it 
says, 'St. Patrick's Day,' which is 
considered a 'high-holy day' by 
many churchgoers and non­
churchgoers alike. There is 
music, decorations, parades, 
and oh yes, food that we asso­
ciate with the day. In a former 
parish, a parishioner would 

have an annual celebration in 
which he not only had a deli­
cious meal but also had a 
handmade episcopal costume 
for someone to wear to honor 
the day's namesake. For him 
and for the broader culture, it's 
a day to celebrate the Irish her­
itage particularly here in Amer­
ica. When the Church can do 
something to support our cul­
ture and celebrate a saint of the 
Church, I'm glad that we can." 

When Russ.ia invad~.Ukra ine in Febn~a~y 2022, 
a humanaarian ens IS began for U krainians, 

whose lives were shattered by the violence of 
war. Many left the ir homes in eastern cities in Ukraine 
for cit ies in the west , Stich as Lviv, farther from the most 

incense fighting. From the beginning of the war, the Holy 

Father pleaded for an end to the violence and expressed 
his love and concern for the Ukrainian people who 
were its victims. In so lidarity with the victims of war, 

the papal almoner, Cardinal Konrad Krajewski , made 

[\vo visits to Ukraine in March 2022. He first vis ited the 

cit ies of Rivne and Zhovka and other regions directly 

affected by the earl y conflict. He returned to Ukraine to 

celebrate Mass in the cathedral in Lviv and [Q de liver an 

ambulance donated by the Holy Father to the Cente r for 

Mother and Child Health to ass ist chi ldren disp laced by 

the war. 

The Holy Father's charitable out reach to victims of war, 

migrants and refugees, and the poor affected by illness 

and natural disasters is supported by contributions to the 

Peter's Pence Collect ion. When you participate in the 

collect ion , you join Catholics across the globe in support~ 

ing the pope's miss ion of mercy as we ll as the activ it ies of 

the Holy See's dicaste ri es that assist h is ministry. 

Support fo r such papal efforts is rooted in the scriptural 

message to take care of the JXX)r and expresses un ity with 

SUPPORT THE WORKS OF THE 

HOLY FATHER THROUGH THE 

eter's Pence 
Collection 

CJ3e a sign of 
e cy. 

the Holy Father in two ways: through the ongoing activi~ 

ties of the Holy See and through th e chari table works of 

the Holy Father on behalf of those most in need. 

How You Can Help 
PRAY 
Pray for the Holy Father, fo r those he reaches out to 
serve in compassion, and for the ongoing act ivities 
of the Holy See, all of which benefit from the Peter's 
Pence Collection . 

SHARE 
Share th is bullet in insert with anyone who might 
be interested. 

GIVE 
Give generously to th is collection as a sign of mercy to 

those who suffer around the globe and in support of the 
ongoing work of the Holy See. By doing so, you help 
bui ld up the Church so that it will continue co minister 
to all fo r generations to come. 

For more information on Pete r's Pence, please visit the 

Vatican's Pe ter's Pence website: htrps:llwww.obolodisan~ 

pierro.va/en/cos-e-I-obolo.html (English) or hrrps:/Iwww. 
obolodisanpielTo. va/es/cos-e-I-obolo. hrrnl (espanol) . 

!i~ Peter's Pence Collection 1 Office of atianal Collections 1 www.lIsccb.orglnarionalcollecrions 
~~,.~ !i 32 11 Fourth Street NE 1 WashinglOn,OC20017·1194 I (202)54 1-3346 1 Fax (202) 541-3460 
~~ CopyrigI>o 0 2011.u..>IO<i s.:..ConI-nc.oICalhaloca;shcpo. WmIongton. Dc.Alrigho>.--I. I'hooo,O CNS~Haring 

Collection WeeRend: March 18 & 19 
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2023 at St. Bernard's Saranac 
Lake 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; May 20, 
2023 at St. Mary's Ticonderoga 
9 a_m_ to 3 p.m_ 

Features: Program will be a 
showing of "Unprotected: A 
Pope, the Pill, and the Perils of 
Sexual Chaos."With Q & A led 
by Natural Family Planning Di­
rectors, Angelo and Suzanne 
Pietropaoli and Catholic Theolo­
gian, Maura Hearden Fehlner, 
Ph.D. Lunch will be provided. 

Contact: to register go 
www.rcdony.org/lovingauthen­
tically. For more information 
contact Stephen Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rc­
dony.org 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac Lake - Rachel's Vine­
yard After Abortion Healing Re­
treatto be held. 

Date: May 26 to 28, Memo­
rial Day Weekend 

Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Features: If you or friend are 

hurting after abortion loss, 
please consider attending a 
Rachel's Vineyard healing re­
treat. You aren't alone, help is 
available. 

Contact: Registration is on­
line at wwwJcdony.org/pro-life 
or by contacting the Respect 
life office at 
cminer@rcdony.org.A list of re­
treat locations outside of our 

diocese is available at: 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. 

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER 
CAMP 
2023 registration is open. New 
this year is a mini session for 
youth 11-13 years old along 
with the annual sleepaway 
camp weeks for ages 11 to 18. 

Dates: The season starts July 
5th and ends Aug. l1th_ 

Cost: Mini session is $200 
and the weeklong sessions is 
$425 per camper. Meals and 
accommodations are included 
in the registration fee. 

Features: There are so many 
fun things to do at camp! Like 
arts and crafts, Project Adven­
ture, Liturgy, rappelling, hiking, 
basketball, or soccer. Guggen­
heim has its very own beach 
where you can swim, tool 
around on our watercrafts and 
play watersports. Evenings at 
camp are packed with fun ac­
tivities like bonfire time, a 
dance, outdoor movies, and 
camp-wide games.summer 
Camp Guggenheim is a fun 
place where you can make 
great friends, escape the crazi­
ness of the world, and just chill 
with cool people like you_ 

Contact: To sign up for camp 
please visit: 
www_rcdony.org/youth/camp 
or call,Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-
393-2290 ext. 1413 


