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FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
Ellenburg — Our Lady of the Ad-
irondacks invite you to First Satur-
day Devotions.

Schedule: May 6, June 3, Aug.
5,Sept.2,0ct.7,Nov.4 and Dec.2
Time: 9a.m.to 10a.m.

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St. Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30 antic-
ipated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls
and the Holy Souls, Novena in
Honor of Our Lady of the Mirac-
ulous Medal, Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary of
the Blessed Virgin Mary with pri-
vate meditation on the 15 Mys-
teries of the Rosary, Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament reposed
in the Tabernacle, and Prayers for
the Holy Father and his intentions.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

PRE-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Watertown — St. John Bosco Pre-
school program to have open en-
rollment.

Date: April 3 for the public

Features: Must be 4 by Dec. 1

Contact: For more information
visit www.ihcschool.org or call
315-788-4670 ext. 1

SPRING FLING

Watertown — Immaculate Heart
Central will be having a Kentucky
Derby theme Spring Fling.

Date: April 29

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Faichney Business Com-
plex

Cost: $60

Features: Food will be by Sa-
vory. There will be a cash bar by
Timewarp and music by Oceans
Below.

Contact: To purchase tickets
call 315-788-4670 x1 or online at
https://immaculate-heart-cen-
tral.betterworld.org/events/

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

spring-fling-kentucky-derby-
styl-3

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — A Holy Hour of Ad-
oration with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be observed the first
Sunday of the month.
Date: May 7
Time: Following 11a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti & meat-
ball dinner.

Date: May 13

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under 5,
Free; Quart of sauce, $6

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

HEALING MASS
Clayton — St. Mary’s to have their
annual Healing Mass and Antoine
Tetrault Memorial Service.

Date: June 10

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: The Celebrants will
be Father Arthur LaBaff and Fa-
ther Corneille Boyeye. During Mass
the Sacrament of the Anointing

of the Sick is offered. Inmediate-
ly following Mass will be prayer
teams to pray for individual needs.
A social time with refreshments
will take place in the parish center
following the Mass.

Contact: For more information,
contact St. Mary’s parish office at
315-686-3398 or claytonsec@rcd-
ony.org or visit the www.stmary-

sclaﬁon.orﬁ.

BINGO
(anton — Bingo to be held.

Date: Mondays

Time: Card sales start at 5:30
p.m., Games start at 7 p.m.

Place: Sarto Club

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devotions
for First Saturday.

Date: May 3

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY
ROSARY DEVOTION
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to
have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
tion.

Date: May 3

Time: 3:15p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima.
Confessions will be available. Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.
Date: May 3
Time:8a.m.to 10 a.m.
Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: Coffee and donuts
after service in the parish center
Contact: Bob Brothers at 315-
842-2886

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St. Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: May 14 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, 95;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

FORMATION FOR MINISTRY
ENROLLMENT 2023-25
Is God calling you to a more active
role in your parish? The Formation
for Ministry program will have an
informational session about en-
rollment for the 2023-2025 pro-
gram.

Date: May 13

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Virtual

Features: The Formation for
Ministry Program prepares men
and women to serve in their lo-
cal parish. This program is a two-
year program. Classes are online
through Boston College. Candi-
dates also meet a few times a year
as a group for workshops.

Contact: More information
is also available on our diocesan
website at: https://www.rcdony.
org/formation/candidate.html. Or
contact Cathy Russell at: crussell@
rcdony.org - (315) 393-2920.

APRIL 26,2023

THE LETTER

Join us for a viewing and discus-
sion of The Letter: A Message for
our Earth. The Letter is a docu-
mentary about how spiritual val-
ues call us to take action on the
ecological crisis.

Schedule: May 20:Brushton St.
Mary’s Parish Center

Time: 10 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Features: The Letter follows
six invited leaders from around
the world who were invited to the
Vatican by Pope Francis to speak
about the effects of climate on
their communities. We will screen
the 80-minute movie in three
segments interspersed with dis-
cussion. Simple lunch and refresh-
ments included.

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY

Loving Authentically: Sex, Happi-
ness and Catholic Teaching is de-
signed to deepen understanding
of how Church doctrine on sexual
morality connects with happiness.

Date: May 20,2023 at St.Mary’s
Ticonderoga 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Features: Program will be a
showing of “Unprotected: A Pope,
the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual
Chaos.” With Q & A led by Nat-
ural Family Planning Directors,
Angelo and Suzanne Pietropaoli
and Catholic Theologian, Maura
Hearden Fehlner, Ph.D. Lunch will
be provided.

Contact: to register go www.
rcdony.org/lovingauthentically.
For more information contact Ste-
phen Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or
startaglia@rcdony.org

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER OF
THE PRIESTHOOD & DEACON:
Through the laying on of hands
and the invocation of the Holy
Spirit, the Most Reverend Terry R.
LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg
will Ordain to the Order of Priest-
hood Deacon Lukas Hermann
Gruber and to the Order of Deacon
Mr. Carter Gabriel Pierce and Mr.
Douglas Alexander Schirmer.

Date: May 27

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: A Reception will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Catholics believe the
Eucharist is the source
and summit of our faith,
but what does this really
mean and what differ-
ence does it make in our
lives?

Ave Explores is a mul-
timedia series created to
help people examine the
Catholic faith by taking
an in-depth look at top-
ics that are relevant to
their daily spiritual life
in a fresh, engaging, and
practical way.

Hosted by Katie Prejean

NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING

Podcast Explores the Eucharist

McGrady, Ave Explores
aims to nourish the faith
of everyday Catholics in
ways that make a differ-
ence to everyday life.

The new season of Ave
Explores will consider the
mystery of the Eucharist,
how it heals and changes
us, and what it means to
welcome the Eucharis-
tic Lord into our hearts,
homes, and neighbor-
hoods.

Guests and topics will
include:

- Week 1: Sister Alicia

Torres, FE, how the Eu-
charist changes us;

- Week 2: Timothy P.
O’Malley, becoming Eu-
charistic people;

- Week 3: Heather and
Jake Khym, the healing
power of the Eucharist;

- Week 4: Perpetua
Charles, Eucharistic Ad-
oration;

- Week 5: Kathryn and
Scott Whitaker, the Eu-
charist in our homes;

- Week 6: Joel Ste-
panek, how the Eucharist
revives us; and

- Week : Father Ryan
Rojo, how the Eucharist
sends us forth.

Each week, one of the
priests serving as Eucha-
ristic preachers for the
United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops
as part of the Eucharis-
tic Revival will answer
questions about the Real
Presence of Christ at the
end of the regular Ave
Explores podcast. They
include Father Robert
Spitzer; Father Patrick
Mary Briscoe, OP; Father

Rafael Capo; Father Joe
Laramie, SJ; Father Jona-
than Meyer; Father Mal-
achy Napier, CFR; and
Father Timothy Anastos.

Ave Explores: The Eu-
charist begins April 26. A
special preview podcast
with Father Craig Vasek,
one of the Eucharistic
preachers for the Revival,
is now available.

The Ave Explores pod-
cast is available on Apple
Podcasts, Spotify, Google
Play Music, and Spoke
Street Media.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
immediately follow the Liturgy
downstairs in the Brzana Hall.The
Ordination Mass may be viewed at
www.rcdony.org/ordination. The
Ordination Mass program will be
available at the same link shortly
before the Liturgy.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake - Rachel’s Vineyard
After Abortion Healing Retreat to
be held.

Date: May 26 to 28, Memorial
Day Weekend

Place: Guggenheim Lodge

Features: If you or friend are
hurting after abortion loss, please
consider attending a Rachel’s
Vineyard healing retreat. You ar-
en't alone, help is available.

Contact: Registration is online
at www.rcdony.org/pro-life or by
contacting the Respect life office
at cminer@rcdony.org. A list of
retreat locations outside of our di-
ocese is available at: www.rachels-
vineyard.org.

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER CAMP
2023 registration is open. New
this year is a mini session for youth
11-13 years old along with the an-
nual sleepaway camp weeks for
ages 11to 18.

Dates: The season starts July
5thand ends Aug. 11th.

Cost: Mini session is $200 and
the weeklong sessions is $425 per

camper. Meals and accommoda-
tions are included in the registra-
tion fee.

Features: There are so many
fun things to do at camp! Like arts
and crafts, Project Adventure, Lit-
urgy, rappelling, hiking, basketball,
or soccer. Guggenheim has its very
own beach where you can swim,
tool around on our watercrafts
and play watersports. Evenings
at camp are packed with fun ac-
tivities like bonfire time, a dance,
outdoor movies, and camp-wide

games.
Summer Camp Guggenheim is

a fun place where you can make
great friends, escape the craziness
of the world, and just chill with
cool people like you.

Contact: To sign up for camp
please visit: www.rcdony.org/
youth/camp or call, Jeannie Griz-
zZuto at 315-393-2290 ext. 1413

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT
Ogdensburg — Retreat for adults
whose parents separated or di-
vorced and also for those who
grew up in single-parent families.

Date: Aug.11-13

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $200 for a shared room or
$250 for a single room.

Features: Financial assistance
is available...do not let cost pre-
vent you from experiencing the
healing you deserve.

Contact: For more information
or to register for the retreat, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at starta-
glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920.

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Family Guggen-
heim registration is open.

Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug.
24-27;0ct.6-8

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families of all dimen-
sions to come enjoy a special
weekend in the beauty of the Ad-
irondacks. Expect fun family work-
shops and activities that will have
you working, laughing and pray-
ing together. Celebrate Christ’s
presence in your lives!

Contact: For more information
and to register, go to www.rcdony.
org/family-life/fg.html or contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920,
startaglia@rcdony.org.

SIDEWALK ADVOCATES

FOR LIFE

Experience Sidewalk Advocated
for Life’s new virtual basic training
2.0.

Features: Sidewalk Advo-
cates for Life employs peaceful,
prayerful, loving, and law-abiding
outreach outside of abortion cen-
ters to aid mothers in crisis and
connect them with life-affirming
resources in the effort to save their
preborn children and end abor-
tion. By God's grace, this effort has

witnessed over 9,000 women turn
around at abortion centers and
CHOOSE LIFE!

Contact: To get started, fill
out the brief application at side-
walkadvocates.org/trainingapp.
Upon receipt, well be in touch
with next steps for accessing the
online training.

QUEST FOR PRIESTS

Eternal Father,

we lift up to you these

and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them.

Heal and guide them.

Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son, Jesus,

the Eternal High Priest.

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

=== PRAYER SUGGESTION s

Mass

Rosary

Fasting

Day Offering
Eucharistic Adoration
Offering of Sufferings
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Or whatever the Lord

A donation to help support
THE MONTHLY PRAYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS
will be apy

]m:cmlc( %
The Monthly Prayer Request for Priests is graciously underwritten by:

GF MO MTOTIATIon VISt Us OTe al Www mpTpay

(- 4 May hei ivs be pleasing 0 wnsyoutootartin  Way
you. In Jesus' name we pray. o
m Amen 4
(With ecclesiastical approval)
DIOCESE OF
a OGDENSBURG, NY 2023 Our Lady
: SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2|RIP 3 |REV. 4 5|MsGr. 6
BisHOP Rev. - MSGR. RAYMOND |REV. - DENNIS J.
TERRY R. | JOHN M. |1 AWRENCE|DIESBOURG, [JOHN L. | DupRrEY
LAVALLEY | DEMO  |m Deno  IMSC DOWNS  |yF
z — e, Ilrev. Oley. Wlrevy 2rev. 13
GUYF.  |OuR JOSEPH W.|ALFRED H. |FRANCIS J. |[MICHAEL | GARRY B.
° EDWARDS [PASTOR | ELLIOTT | FISH FLYNN GAFFNEY | GIROUX
REV.
v, 14 15 REV. L. 16 REV. 17 REV. 18 REV. 19 ]osgmzo
JOSEPH W.| popE WILLIAM |ALBERT J. |PETERG. |MICHAEL J| KANIMEA,
GIROUX  |FRANCIS |GORDON |HAUSER | HELFRICH | JABLONSKI| MSC
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H REV. “%| Rev. REV. REV. REV. RSlsn
DANIEL T. [RETIRED  |PAULJ.  JOHN P.  [THOMAS E. [STEVE HRUBRR
KEEFE PRIESTS | KELLY KENNEHANKO KOVACEVICHI DAY
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www.myvocation.net
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Artificial Intelligence coming to your parish?

Some sort of device
or humanoid will nev-
er be able to say in the
confessional, “I absolve
you from your sins in
the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Those words of ab-
solution were given to
the Apostles and their
successors by Christ.
The priest, in persona
Christi, in the person of
Christ, absolves us of
our sins when we con-
fess them. No machine
can take the priest’s
place.

Likewise, I think it is
also unlikely that “This
is my body, this is my
blood” will ever be said
by a thing other than a
human priest.

There are folks in the
artificial  intelligence
world (AI for short) who
believe AI will replace
or at least reorient how

we do almost every-
thing. And, they argue,
the change is coming
sooner than later.

In my humble opin-
ion, AI will never re-
place some church per-
sonnel and functions
but parishes need to be
planning.

An online publication
called Freethink* from
the World Economic Fo-
rum recently suggested
that in 2022 “several
stunning developments
in artificial intelligence
occurred. Some believe
that these advances
push the limits of what
we have now towards
the holy grail of arti-
ficial general intelli-
gence; a machine that
can mimic the thinking
and problem-solving
capacities of humans
but faster and more ac-
curately.”

They point to devel-

opments in writing,
robotic controls and
multi-task algorithms
as evidence of AI's ma-
turity.

The good news is
Al might make
some tasks eas-
ier and more ef-
ficient for our
clergy, religious

cisions for bookkeep-
ers instantly and there
are other applications.

I can see things like
that as useful tools, but
not complete replace-
ments.

At the heart
of the issue is
how do we use
the new tools in

and parish staff. our  parishes?

We have al- The Freethink*
ready seen some article conclud-
efficiency with ed, “above all,
things like word the fundamen-
processing and peacon tal question for
spread  sheets KevinMastellon 2023  remains
which led to ac- ———— not whether Al
counting  soft- systems can be
ware. accurate and efficient,

Enter Al software like
ChatGPT which can
write this column for
me every week (won’t
happen) or a homily
(will never happen).

There are developing
algorithms that make
accounting posting de-

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

[

APRIL 30, 2023

» Priesthood

PLEASE PRAY THAT YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN HEAR AND RESPOND

but rather how should
they be used and to
what degree.”

Some pastors and
their councils in our di-
ocese have already ad-
opted some of the new
tools.

I am thinking of

things like remote con-
trol of church HVAC
systems and remote
control of entrances/
exits. The pandemic in-
troduced many of us to
video conferencing and
now it is a less expen-
sive alternative to trav-
el.

On-line course work
in lay ministry and dea-
con formation is anoth-
er recent development.

Parishes may not
jump on the AI band-
wagon immediately
but the opportunities
AI will offer, and some
pitfalls, will be here in
no time.

Deacon Kevin Mastel-
lon ministers in Water-
town. He is the Director
of Permanent Deacons

for the Diocese
of Ogdensburg.

raral

is Child Abuse
Prevention

Blue Sunday
Day of Prayer for
Abused Children is

always on the last
Sunday of April.
April 30, 2023

How to pray for abused children on
Blue Sunday
1. Pray they will be rescued.
2. Pray they are placed with caring people.
3. Pray their minds and bodies can heal.
4. Pray they find hope.
5. Pray for those who rescue them.

TO THE LORD'S CALL TO THE PRIESTHOOD, DIACONATE, AND
RELIGIOUS LIFE WITHIN OUR DIOCESE!

VOCATION OFFICE
DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

| The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
W, Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Interreligious
dialogue

During Ramadan, the holy month of the Islamic re-
ligion which is underway and will end on April 21,
the practice of iftar (the dinner that breaks the dai-
ly fast of the Muslim faithful) is an opportunity for
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and believers of other re-
ligions to meet, share and be friends.

As Fides learns, during Ramadan many Catholic
institutions in Pakistan organize and invite Muslim
believers to iftar, which thus becomes a fruitful occa-
sion for knowledge, dialogue, human relations, and
coexistence, having a meal together.

At the Lahore Peace Centre, Father James Channan,
a Dominican priest and director of the Centre, orga-
nized an iftar attended by over a hundred Muslim be-
lievers, including religious leaders, doctors and nurs-
es, women and children, with the idea and the spirit
of promoting and living the interreligious dialogue
to which the Peace Center is dedicated. During the
dinner, many mutual messages of appreciation, re-
spect, esteem, and willingness to build brotherhood
were expressed by Muslim and Christian believers.

Patrick’s Higher Institute where, in a friendly atmo-
sphere, Archbishop Benny Mario Travas and Cardinal
Joseph Coutts, together with students and people of
Christian and Muslim faiths, gathered alongside the
Rector, Father Mario Rodrigues. Archbishop Travas
emphasized.

“Sharing a meal, praying together and above all
loving God, loving one another, is a very important
testimony for Pakistani society. We are called to take
care of the poor and needy, and to spread the great
news of brotherly love and care for one another”. [...]

The Sikh faithful also participate in this spirit: in
Lahore, Sardar Darshan Singh, a merchant of the Sikh
community, organizes iftar every evening at the city’s
Liberty Market, stating that “eating together symbol-
izes service, love and unity”, in a gesture which, he
observes, “is intended to express goodwill and the
desire to promote interreligious harmony”.

It should be noted that in Pakistan, the month of
Ramadan in 2023, falls in a situation of economic
crisis: due to the current high rate of inflation (in-
creased by 35% in the last month alone) and the con-
sequent increase of food prices, hundreds of people
find themselves in difficulty or in a state of poverty
and turn to charities for iftar. [...] In this context,
the presence of Catholic communities and other re-
ligions, which organize, finance, and offer iftar to
Muslim believers, especially the poorest, is a gesture
much appreciated by religious leaders, civil author-
ities, and citizens. - Article from FIDES missionary
news service of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

OBITUARIES

Altona - Joseph V. McChesney, 60;
Mass of Christian Burial April 23,
2023 at Holy Angels Church; burial
in parish cemetery.

Chaumont - James A.West, 86;
Mass of Christian Burial April 21,
2023 at All Saints Church; burial in
New Cedar Grove Cemetery.

Croghan - Martha J. (Hall) Com-
pany, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
April 21,2023 at St.Stephen’s
Church; burial in St.Stephen’s
(Cemetery.

Crown Point — Thomas Richard
LaFave, 68; Mass of Christian Burial
April 21,2023 at Sacred Heart
Church.

Fort Covington — Gisele Boulais,
85; Mass of Christian Burial April
26,2023 at St. Mary's of the Fort;
burial in St.Joseph’s Cemetery,
Bombay.

Fort Covington — Reginald Giles
Quenville, 92; Mass of Christian
Burial April 24,2023 at St.Mary’s
of the Fort; burial in old St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

Fort Covington — Hilda There-
sa Jock St. Hailaire, 94; Mass of
Christian Burial April 25,2023 at
St.Mary’s of the Fort; burial in St.
Joseph'’s Cemetery, Bombay.

Keene — Beverly Purdy Gregory
Greenwood, 89; Memorial Services
in spring at St.Brendan’s Church.

Malone - Charles H.Mason, 79;
Mass of Christian Burial April 22,
2023 at Notre Dame Church.

Massena - Reginald A. Nadeau,
97; Mass of Christian Burial April
22,2023 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Peru - Jacqueline Anne (Knoll)
Tortorelli, 89; Mass of Christian
Burial April 22,2023 at St. Augus-
tine’s Church.

Plattsburgh — Nikki L. (Darrah)

Martin, 47; Mass of Cristian burial
April 24,2023 at St.John’s Church;
burial in Mount Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Alice C.Tetreault,
90; Mass of Christian Burial April
21,2023 at St. Peter’s Church;
burial in St.Joseph’s Cemetery,
Cooperville.

Redford — Rita A. (Myers) Ross,
95; Mass of Christian Burial May 4,
2023 at Church of the Assumption;
burial in parish cemetery.

Watertown — John A.Kennedy
Jr. 77; Mass of Christian Burial May
6,2023 at St. Patrick’s Church.

CELEBRATING
A SACRAMENT

St. Cyril's of Alexandria Bay-
had six young parishioners
celebrate the sacrament of
first reconciliation on March
26. (Pictured) Jonathan
Pawlikowski poses with Fa-
ther Douglas Comstock after
making his First Reconcilia-
tion. Please continue pray for
these students as they are

g now preparing for their First

Eucharist. The six children are
Alice and David Gentner, Nora
DeRosia, Brantley Derrigo,
Landyn Martin and Jonathan
Pawlikowski.
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