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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
Contact: If you are interested

please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

HOLY HOUR
(anton — Holy Hour for Vocations
to be held.

Date: Every Tuesday

Time: 410 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Holy hour followed
by Mass at 5:15 p.m. and confes-
sions at 5:45 p.m.

LENTEN FISH FRY
Gouverneur — Lenten Fish Fry to
be held every Friday during Lent.
Date: Starting Feb. 24
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Place: St. James School
Cost: Adults, $12; Children un-
der 5,Free
Features: Dine in or take-out
Contact: Local deliveries avail-
able by calling 315-287-0130

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Norwood — Stations of the Cross
to be held with reflection.

Date: Every Wednesday during
Lent.

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. Andrew’s Church

ALPHA
Massena — You are invited to
ALPHA.
Date: Tuesdays starting April 4
Time: 6 p.m. t0 8:30
Place: St. Mary’s Social Hall
Contact: Parish office at 315-
769-2469 or go to massenacatho-
lics.com for info or to register.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: April 9 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: May 3

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church
to have first Saturday Rosary
Devotion.

Date: May 3

Time: 3:15p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima.
(onfessions will be available. Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.
Date: May 3
Time: 8a.m.to 10 a.m.
Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: Coffee and donuts
after service in the parish center
Contact: Bob Brothers at 315-
842-2886

DIOCESAN EVENTS

SURVIVING DIVORCE
The Family Life Office is offering
the Surviving Divorce Program,
starting late February in Gouver-
neur, Canton and Potsdam/Colton.

Dates: Facilitators at each site
will contact registrants to estab-
lish exact dates and times for the
meetings.

Cost: $25

Features: Surviving Divorce
features twelve video presenta-
tions that cover topics such as
shock and grief, anger and for-
giveness, money issues, dealing
with children and a former spouse,
and annulment and remarriage.
This program is for the newly
separated and divorced and those
still struggling with issues many
years later. It will help them find
answers to their questions, restore
their hope, and begin authentic
healing.

Contact: Register online at
www.rcdony.org/survivingdi-

vorce. For more information con-
tact Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-
2920 or startaglia@rcdony.org.

IHC MYSTERY PLAYERS
One of the most beautiful Lenten
traditions is the Stations of the
(ross. The Immaculate Heat Cen-
tral High School Mystery Players
from Watertown will present a
creative play entitled“The Way of
the Cross”

Schedule: April 6,8 p.m.- HC
School, Watertown; April 7, 7:30
p.m.- St. Patrick’s, Watertown

THE LETTER

Join us for a viewing and dis-
cussion of The Letter: A Message
for our Earth.The Letteris a
documentary about how spiritual
values call us to take action on the
ecological crisis.

Schedule: April 15:Plattsburgh
Holy Cross Parish Center, behind
OLV; April 22,: Watertown, St. An-
thony Parish; April 29:Waddington
St. Mary’s Parish Center; May 20:
Brushton St. Mary’s Parish Center

Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.

Features: The Letter follows
six invited leaders from around
the world who were invited to the
Vatican by Pope Francis to speak
about the effects of climate on
their communities. We will screen
the 80-minute movie in three
segments interspersed with dis-
cussion. Simple lunch and refresh-
ments included.

RITE OF CONSECRATION
Plattsburgh - The Most Reverend
Terry R.LaValley cordially invites
you to a special Mass where Mary
Beth Bracy will be admitted in the
Rite of Consecration, to a Life of
Virginity Living in the World.

Date: April 16

Time: 11:15a.m.

Place: St.Peter’s Church

Features: A Reception will im-
mediately follow the Mass in the
Emmaus Room. The Mass may be
viewed at www.rcdony.org/live-
mass.

YOUTH RALLY

Lake Placid —“We are Jesus in
the World”Youth Rally to be held
for Middle and High school age

students.

Date: April 22

Time: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
with Mass to follow at St. Agnes
Church

Place: High Peaks Resort

Cost: $35, includes full day
pass, lunch, snacks, games and
giveaways.

Features: A presentation from
Monet Souza and a concert from
(atholic recording artist, Joe Me-
lendrez. Closing Mass will be of-
fered by Bishop Terry R. LaValley.

Contact: To register please go
to  www.rcdony.org/youth/rally
If you have any questions please
contact Jeannie Grizzuto at the
Youth Office, 315-393-2920.

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY

All are invited to attend this free
seminar, Loving Authentically: Sex,
Happiness and Catholic Teaching
designed to deepen our under-
standing of how Church doctrine
on sexual morality connects with
our happiness.

Schedule: Two different times
and locations to attend. April 22,
2023 at St. Bernard’s Saranac Lake
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; May 20, 2023 at
St. Mary’s Ticonderoga 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Features: Program will be a
showing of “Unprotected: A Pope,
the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual
Chaos.” With Q & A led by Nat-
ural Family Planning Directors,
Angelo and Suzanne Pietropaoli
and Catholic Theologian, Maura
Hearden Fehlner, Ph.D. Lunch will
be provided.

Contact: to register go www.
rcdony.org/lovingauthentically.
For more information contact Ste-
phen Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or
startaglia@rcdony.org

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake - Rachel’s Vineyard
After Abortion Healing Retreat to
be held.

Date: May 26 to 28, Memorial
Day Weekend

Place: Guggenheim Lodge

Features: If you or friend are
hurting after abortion loss, please
consider attending a Rachel’s
Vineyard healing retreat. You ar-
en't alone, help is available.

APRIL 5,2023

Contact: Registration is online
at www.rcdony.org/pro-life or by
contacting the Respect life office
at cminer@rcdony.org. A list of
retreat locations outside of our di-
ocese is available at: www.rachels-
vineyard.org.

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER CAMP
2023 registration is open. New
this year is a mini session for
youth 11-13 years old along
with the annual sleepaway camp
weeks for ages 110 18.

Dates: The season starts July
5thand ends Aug. 11th.

Cost: Mini session is $200 and
the weeklong sessions is $425 per
camper. Meals and accommoda-
tions are included in the registra-
tion fee.

Features: There are so many
fun things to do at camp! Like
arts and crafts, Project Adventure,
Liturgy, rappelling, hiking, basket-
ball, or soccer. Guggenheim has its
very own beach where you can
swim, use watercrafts and play
watersports. Evenings at camp
are packed with fun activities like
bonfire time, a dance, outdoor
movies, and camp-wide games.
Summer Camp Guggenheim is
afun place where you can make
great friends, escape the craziness
of the world, and just chill with
cool people like you.

Contact: To sign up for camp
please visit:  www.rcdony.org/
youth/camp or call, Jeannie Griz-
zuto at 315-393-2290 ext. 1413

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Family Guggen-
heim registration is open.

Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug.
24-27;0ct.6-8

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families of all dimen-
sions to come enjoy a spedial
weekend in the beauty of the Ad-
irondacks. Expect fun family work-
shops and activities that will have
you working, laughing and pray-
ing together. Celebrate Christ’s
presence in your lives!

Contact: For more information
and to register, go to www.rcdony.
org/family-life/fg.html or contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920,
startaglia@rcdony.org.
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Shia LaBeouf stars in ‘Padre Pio’ film

By Joe Bukuras
(atholic News Agency

A new movie about
St. Padre Pio, starring
Catholic convert Shia
LaBeouf will be avail-
able for public viewing
beginning June 2.

The movie will be re-
leased and distributed
in North America by
Gravitas Ventures, ac-
cording to deadline.
com. The company did
not respond in time for
publication to inquiries
about whether the film
would be released in
theaters and through
streaming services.

One of the most pop-
ular Catholic saints of
the 20th century, St.
Pio of Pietrelcina, com-

Taking pope’s words to

Pope Francis on
Wednesday will bless a
satellite that will launch
his words into space on

June 10.
The “Spes Satelles,”
Latin for “Satellites of

Hope,” will be launched
on a rocket taking off
from the Vandenberg
Space Force Base in Cal-
ifornia.

According to the Vati-
can, the miniaturized sat-
ellite will hold a copy of
a book documenting the
pope’s urbi et orbi bless-
ing of March 27, 2020,
when, in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic, he
blessed the world from
St. Peter’s Square with
the words “Lord, may
you bless the world, give
health to our bodies, and
comfort our hearts.”

“You ask us not to be
afraid,” the pope prayed.
“Yet our faith is weak and
we are fearful. But you,
Lord, will not leave us at
the mercy of the storm.”

The book, “Why Are
You Afraid? Have You No
Faith? The World Facing
the Pandemic,” has been

monly known as Padre
Pio, was a Capuchin
Franciscan friar, priest,
and mystic.

Padre Pio is most-
ly known for his deep
wisdom about prayer
and peace; his stigma-
ta; miraculous reports
of his bilocation; being
physically attacked by
the devil, and master-
ing the spiritual life.

The film premiered at
the Venice Film Festi-
val in September 2022
and played again at the
Mammoth Film Festival
in early March 2023.

LaBeouf, who plays
the role of Padre Pio,
spent four months liv-
ing with Capuchin fri-
ars while preparing for
the film.

converted into a nano-
book, a 2-millimeter by
2-millimeter by 0.2-mil-
limeter silicon plate, for
transport to space.

The Vatican said March
27 the CubeSat, the name
for miniature satellites,
will travel aboard a Fal-
con 9 rocket, SpaceX’s
partially reusable two-
stage launch platform. It
will be hosted on the ION
SCV-011ION  platform,
a satellite carrier devel-
oped and built by the
Italian company D-Orbit.

The Italian Space Agen-
cy will operate the satel-
lite, which was built by
the Polytechnic Universi-
ty of Turin.

“The satellite is
equipped with a radio
transmitter as well as
onboard instruments to
be maneuvered from the
ground,” a press release
stated.

While in orbit, the sat-
ellite will broadcast de-
cipherable statements
from Pope Francis on the
theme of hope and peace
in English, Italian, and
Spanish.

The film features a
subplot about the rise
of fascism in Italy, AP
reported, focusing on
the 1920 massacre of
14 people in the village
of San Giovanni Roton-
do near the monastery
where Padre Pio lived.

Abel Ferrara, who had
made a documentary
about Padre Pio before
working on the movie
the film’s director, told
AP he felt that the in-
tersection between the
saint’s spiritual battles
and the political blood-
shed at San Giovanni
Rotondo made sense
as a scope for the film.

“I thought the conflu-
ence between the mas-
sacre and his stigmata
both happening in the

The president of the
Italian Space Agency, Gi-
orgio Saccoccia, said the
Holy See asked the agen-
cy to identify a way for
Pope Francis’ words of

same place at the same
time I mean how
could you not make a
movie about that?” he
told the AP.

Ferrara told AP that
Church officials and
Capuchin friars were
supportive of the film
project despite his
having produced por-
nography and extreme-
ly violent films early in
his career.

“Given the list of
films I'd made you’d
be wondering,” Ferrara
said.

“It’s just that these
cats have got that op-
timistic take,” Ferrara
said of the Church.
“Don’t judge someone
on their worst mo-
ment.”

space

hope “to cross the earth’s
borders and reach from
space the greatest pos-
sible number of women
and men on our troubled
planet.”

LaBeouf made head-
lines in August after he
revealed in an 80-min-
ute-long interview with
Bishop Robert Barron
of the Diocese of Wi-
nona-Rochester, Min-
nesota, and Word on
Fire, that his on-screen
portrayal of Padre Pio
led him to a love of the
Catholic faith.

“I start feeling a phys-
ical effect from it,” he
said of going to Com-
munion. “I start feeling
areprieve, and it starts
feeling, like, regenera-
tive, and [I] start enjoy-
ing it to such a degree
I don’t want to miss it,
ever.”

LaBeouf, 36, says he
was agnostic before

finding God.

support,
companionship,

ties

What is a Foster Grandparent?

Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional
development of basic learning skills, friendship,
encouragement,
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and

serves more than 100 kids per year.

The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.

Volunteers Needed

Am | Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent?
All you need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child
on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your
experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent.

individual attention, and

You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any
Catholic €urrent benefits you may already have as well as paid mileage for your travel. Additionally, you
( j Shasics receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave.

A A

v
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Sometimes when you get § e
to be my age, you wake up ~
and say what good am |
and along came the Foster
Grandparent Program that
keeps me going! ”

Want more info about
how to get started?

Contact Melissa Howard,
Volunteer Coordinator
PHONE:
(518)359-7688
EMAIL:
mhoward@cathcharities.org

80 Park Street, Suite 2
PO Box 701
Tupper Lake, NY 12986
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Easter has come sud-
denly, with a burst of
light. Now we know
that Jesus stands by his
promises. In a
flash, Christ has
changed  dark-
ness and death
into light and
life. Our jour-
ney through the |g
struggles of Lent
and the pain of
Holy Week is
over. With mali-
cious sacrilege,
evil has done its
worst to the sa-
cred body of God’s Son.
With Mary and John, we
saw Him die. We wept at
the tomb. Then, before
dawn on Sunday, Christ
broke through the rock,
shattered the power
of sin, and, according
to tradition, appeared
first to His Mother, then

Monsignor Paul
E.Whitmore

] SCRIPTUREREFLECTION_S . ,
The hope of every living person

to the women and the
apostles.

As we listen to the first
reading, we hear one
of Peter’s very
first  sermons.
The curious by-
standers  were
astounded at the
change in this
man. He comes
| fresh from the
fiery tongues of
Pentecost, still
in shock at the
dream he had on
the way to Corne-
lius’ house. Noth-
ing any more was to be
considered unclean. So,
he is free to preach to
Gentiles the good news
of God’s forgiveness
and freedom for all. Pe-
ter and the others are
commanded to baptize
any who believe in the
Christ. So, the word

Easter Sunday

READINGS
Acts 10:34a,37-43
Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corin-
thians 5:6b-8; John 20:1-9 or
Matthew 28:1-10

spreads through the
whole countryside and
beyond. Resurrection is
the hope of every living
person. No wonder the
apostles preached with
such courage and en-
thusiasm!

They preached about a
God who cared first for
people who were poor
and powerless, a God
whose love governed all
His relationships. And
He taught us to not only
believe in justice, but to
act justly.

The Scripture read-

ings during these fif-
ty days between Eas-
ter and Pentecost are
among the most excit-
ing in the Church year.
We give burst into “Al-
leluias” over and over,
and joyfully shout
“Christ has Risen” this
Sunday. But more than
just singing, we settle
into a new time of re-
flection on our own pro-
gram for resurrection
in these very troubled
times. After all, it is our
mission to bring new
life to a troubled world.
If we don’t do it, who
will? So, let’s repack for
travel!

As followers of the
Risen Christ, the time
has come for greater ef-
forts on our part to in-
fluence politicians and
others on all the vital life
issues that are integral

APRIL 5, 2023

to the teaching of Jesus
Christ - from abortion
and embryonic stem-
cell research to cor-
ruption in government
and all institutions - to
proper medical care for
the sick and elderly. Je-
sus teaches respect for
every human person,
whether alien or citizen.
Faith and action begin
with understanding and
loving the teachings
and plans for action of
our Church. We have
so much to do as hope-
filled Easter Catholics.
These are critical times,
and we must not fall
back into laziness or
complacency now that
Lent has ended.

Let’s hope our spiritu-
al blood-pressure is just
a bit higher as we pro-
claim the good news.
Christ is Risen, Alleluia!

The end of this week
marks the Triduum. The
Bishops of the US ex-
plain it this way on their
website: “The summit of
the Liturgical Year is the
Easter Triduum - from
the evening of Holy
Thursday to the eve-
ning of Easter Sunday.
Though chronologically
three days, they are li-
turgically one day un-
folding for us the unity
of Christ’s Paschal Mys-
tery.”

“The single celebra-
tion of the Triduum
marks the end of the
Lenten season and leads

IDW
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CALLED TO SERVE

Let God be in all of you

to the Mass of the Res-
urrection of the Lord at
the Easter Vigil.”

The faithful do not
attend the Triduum
services of The Mass of
the Lord’s Supper (Holy
Thursday), Good Friday
of the Lord’s Passion
and the Mass of the Res-
urrection of the Lord
(Easter Vigil) like they
once did.

I recall when the Tri-
duum was appointment
liturgy. “We have to go
to church!” Some of you
remember when our
churches were packed
for each service.

That’s not the case to-
day.

“Oh, I never go to
those services,” we hear
often. The excuses vary,
“The services are too
long.” “The services are

at weird times.” “I don’t
drive at night.”

We will miss
those who do
not attend, but
let’s face it, large
crowds do not
necessarily mean
everyone was
prayerful and at-
tentive.

When Pope Paul
VI promulgated

on the Sacred Lit-

urgy, (Sacrosanc-

tum Concilium) in 1963,
the world latched onto
the phrase, “full, active
and conscious participa-
tion” in the liturgy by all
the faithful. It changed
the way we participated
at Mass. We no longer
just witnessed Mass, or
watched the priest cele-
brate Mass. We were en-

Deacon
The Constitution KevinMastellon

couraged to understand
what was going on and
take part in the

liturgy.

It would be
great if  the
churches  were
full again this
weekend. It

would be even
more wonderful
if the churches
were filled with
folks who want
to be with their
relatives, friends
and neighbors in the
common observance of
Christ’s passion, death
and resurrection and
eventually his Ascen-
sion. The Paschal Mys-
tery.

He went through all
that for me, for us.

This Triduum become
“full, active and con-

scious.”

During this Tridu-
um and at every liturgy
“be instructed by God’s
word and be nourished
at the table of the Lord’s
Body; give thanks to
God; by offering the
Immaculate Victim, not
only through the hands
of the priest, but also
with him, learn to offer
yourself; through Christ
the Mediator, be drawn
day by day into ever
more perfect union with
God and with each oth-
er, so that finally God
may be all in all” (SC 48).

Happy Easter!

Deacon Kevin Mastel-
lon ministers in

Watertown. He is the

Director of Permanent

Deacons for the Diocese
of Ogdensburg.
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OBITUARIES

Au Sable Forks — John “Jack” Doner, 97;
Mass of Christian Burial March 31, 2023
at Holy Name Church; burial in Holy Name
(emetery.

Cadyville - Alice T. Simon, 89; Mass of
Christian Burial April 15,2023 at St. James
Church.

Champlain - Gilles J. Boudreau, 87; Mass
of Christian Burial April 1,2023 at St. Mary’s
Church,

Clayton — Arnold Joseph Isidore O'Reilly,
82; Mass of Christian Burial June 3,2023 at
St. Mary’s Church; burial in St. Mary’s Cem-

etery.

Croghan - Elmer M. Golden, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial March 31,2023 at St. Ste-
phen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s Cem-
etery.

Croghan - (arl Joseph Schack, 84; Memo-
rial Mass March 29, 2023 at St. Stephen's
Church; burial in St. Stephen’s Cemetery.

Crown Point — Kathleen A. Savage, 57;
Mass of Christian Burial March 31,2023 at
Sacred Heart Church.

Gabriels — Anne (Phelan) Pillmeier, 88;

Mass of Christian Burial to be held at a later
date at Church of the Assumption.

Lowville — Mary Corbett Martin, 93; Mass
of Christian Burial June 14, 2023 at St. Pe-
ter's Church; burial in Old Glendale Ceme-
tery.

Massena — Lena (Laverghetta) Spadafore,
98; Mass of Christian burial to be held at a
later date at Sacred Heart Church; burial in
(alvary Cemetery.

Ogdensburg — Bridget A. (Miller) Beebie,
52; Memorial Mass March 31,2023 at Notre
Dame Church.

0Ogdensburg — Michael E. Hackett, 64; Me-
morial Mass March 31, 2023 at St. Mary's
(athedral.

Ogdensburg - John M. LaMay, 84; Funeral
Services March 28,2023 at the Fox & Murray
Funeral Home.

Peru - Arletta Helen (Benson) Duprey, 65;
Mass of Christian Burial March 31, 2023 at
St.Augustine’s Church; burial in Parish cem-
etery.

Plattsburgh - Lillian D. (Roushia) Shelters,
85; Mass of Christian Burial April 1,2023 at
St. Peter's Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Statement addresses rights of indigenous peoples

By Hannah Brockhaus
(atholic News Agency

Two Vatican depart-
ments issued a joint
statement Thursday on
the “doctrine of discov-
ery” and the dignity and
rights due indigenous
peoples.

The statement said the
legal concept of the “doc-
trine of discovery” is “not
part of the teaching of
the Catholic Church” and
historical research shows
certain papal documents
“written in a specific his-
torical period and linked
to political questions,
have never been consid-
ered expressions of the
Catholic faith.”

“In no uncertain terms,
the Church’s magisteri-
um upholds the respect
due to every human be-
ing,” the document said.
“The Catholic Church
therefore repudiates
those concepts that fail
to recognize the inherent
human rights of indige-
nous peoples, including
what has become known
as the legal and political
‘doctrine of discovery.””

The joint Vatican state-
ment was published
March 30 by the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral
Human Development and
the Dicastery for Culture
and Education.

It said the Church is
committed to listening
to indigenous peoples
and fostering efforts for
reconciliation and heal-
ing. In this context the
Church heard the need
to address the so-called
“doctrine of discovery,”
it added.

People from indigenous
communities in Canada
had urged Pope Francis
last year to rescind the
“doctrine of discovery.”

“The legal concept of
‘discovery’ was debat-
ed by colonial powers
from the sixteenth cen-
tury onward and found
particular expression in
the nineteenth century
jurisprudence of courts
in several countries, ac-
cording to which the dis-
covery of lands by set-
tlers granted an exclusive
right to extinguish, either
by purchase or conquest,
the title to or possession
of those lands by indige-
nous peoples,” the Vati-
can explained.

“Certain scholars have
argued that the basis of
the aforementioned ‘doc-
trine’ is to be found in
several papal documents,
such as the Bulls Dum
Diversas (1452), Roma-
nus Pontifex (1455) and
Inter Caetera (1493),” it
continued.

While the statement

said these papal docu-
ments are not considered
expressions of the Cath-
olic faith, it added that
“the Church acknowl-
edges that these papal
bulls did not adequately
reflect the equal dignity
and rights of indigenous
peoples.”

“The Church is also
aware that the contents
of these documents were
manipulated for political
purposes by competing
colonial powers in order
to justify immoral acts
against indigenous peo-
ples that were carried
out, at times, without
opposition from ecclesi-
astical authorities,” the
document said. “It is only
just to recognize these
errors, acknowledge the
terrible effects of the as-
similation policies and
the pain experienced by
indigenous peoples, and
ask for pardon.”

The note also pointed
out that there are nu-
merous statements by
the Church and popes
upholding the rights of
indigenous people, such
as the 1537 bull Sublim-
is Deus by Pope Paul III,
who wrote, “We define
and declare [ ... | that [,
.. ] the said Indians and
all other people who
may later be discovered
by Christians, are by no

means to be deprived of
their liberty or the pos-
session of their prop-
erty, even though they
be outside the Christian
faith; and that they may
and should, freely and
legitimately, enjoy their
liberty and possession
of their property; nor
should they be in any
way enslaved; should the
contrary happen, it shall
be null and have no ef-
fect.”

The prefect of the Di-
castery for Culture and
Education, Cardinal José
Tolentino de Mendonca,
said in a separate note
that the Vatican state-
ment was part of an “ar-
chitecture of reconcilia-
tion.”

He described the art
of reconciliation as “the
process whereby peo-
ple commit to listening
to each other, to speak-
ing to each other and to
growth in mutual under-
standing.”

The insights informing
the statement, he added,
are the fruit of a renewed
dialogue between the
Church and indigenous
peoples.

“It is in listening to in-
digenous peoples that
the Church is learning
to understand their suf-
ferings, past and present
and our own failings. It is

in cultural dialogue that
we are committed to ac-
companying them in the
search for reconciliation
and healing. We have to
live out the art of encoun-
ter,” the cardinal said.

The joint statement
said “the Catholic Church
strives to promote uni-
versal human fraternity
and respect for the dig-
nity of every human be-
ing” in fidelity to Christ’s
mandate, and that is why
Catholic popes through-
out history “have con-
demned violence, op-
pression, social injustice,
and slavery, including
those committed against
indigenous peoples.”

“There have also been
numerous examples of
bishops, priests, women
and men religious and
lay faithful who gave
their lives in defense of
the dignity of those peo-
ples,” it said.

“At the same time,” it
added, “respect for the
facts of history demands
an acknowledgement
of the human weakness
and failings of Christ’s
disciples in every gener-
ation. Many Christians
have committed evil acts
against indigenous peo-
ples for which recent
popes have asked for-
giveness on numerous
occasions.”
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PRAYING AT PLANNED PARENTHOO
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On Saturday March 25, World Day of Prayer for the Unborn Child and Feast of the Annunciation of Our
Lord, Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Sts Kateri and Andre and friends prayed the Rosary and
braved the cold at Planned Parenthood in Plattsburgh. The group was led in prayer by Deacon Michael
Howley, and the event was also attended by Deacon Ken Lucia and Sister Barbara Langlois 0.P. Several
others prayed but were unable to stay for the picture.
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Pope: Invite Jesus
into your heart

(CNA) - Pope Francis
on Wednesday, March
29, spoke against a com-
fortable Christianity that
keeps Jesus at arm’s
length rather than invit-
ing him into the heart to
change it.

“If one of us says, ‘Ah,
thank you Lord, because
I am a good person, I
do good things, I do not
commit major sins...” this
is not a good path, this is
the path of self-sufficien-
cy, it is a path that does
not justify you, it makes
you turn up your nose,”
the pope said during his
weekly public audience
March 29.

He called this attitude
being “an elegant Catho-
lic, but an elegant Catho-
lic is not a holy Catholic,
he is elegant.”

“The true Catholic,
the true Christian is one
who receives Jesus with-
in, which changes your
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heart,” Pope Francis said
in St. Peter’s Square.

“This,” he continued,
“is the question I ask you
all today: What does Je-
sus mean for me? Did I let
him enter my heart, or do
I keep him within reach,
but so that he does not
really enter within? Have
I let myself be changed
by him? Or is Jesus just
an idea, a theology that
goes ahead...”

At his Wednesday gen-
eral audience, the pope
continued his reflec-
tions on evangelization
and apostolic zeal with
a catechesis centered on
St.  Paul’s transforma-
tion from a persecutor
of Christians to a great
evangelist.

St. Paul “was a man
who was zealous about
the law of Moses for Ju-
daism, and after his con-
version, this zeal con-
tinued, but to proclaim,
to preach Jesus Christ,”
Pope Francis explained.
“Paul loved Jesus. Saul
— Paul’s first name —
was already zealous, but
Christ converts his zeal.”

To better explain zeal,
the pope referenced St.
Thomas Aquinas, who
taught that passion, from
a moral perspective, is
neither good nor bad: it
depends on if it is used
virtuously or sinfully.

“In Paul’s case, what
changed him is not a sim-
ple idea or a conviction:
It was the encounter, this
word, it was the encoun-
ter with the risen Lord
— do not forget this, it
is the encounter with the
Lord that changes a life
— it was the encounter
with the risen Lord that
transformed his entire
being,” the pope said.

“Paul’s humanity,” he
added, “his passion for
God and his glory was
not annihilated, but
transformed, ‘converted’
by the Holy Spirit.”





