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u.S. bishops condemn 
'Secure the Border Act' 

By Peter Pinedo 
Catholic News Agency 

Bishop Mark Seitz of 
El Paso issued an open 
letter to Congress on 
May 5 strongly con­
demning the Secure the 
Border Act of 2023 as 
"extreme" and express­
ing the U.S. bishops' 
position that the bill's 
passage "is beyond jus­
tification." 

As chairman of the 
United States Confer­
ence of Catholic Bish­
ops' Committee on 
Migration, Seitz is a 
hardline advocate for 
the rights of immigrants 
and has been highly 
critical of efforts to re­
strict immigration by 
both Republicans and 
Democrats. 

The Secure the Border 
Act of 2023 is sponsored 
by Republican Reps. Ma­
rio Diaz-Balart and Tom 
McClintock and sup­
ported by House Speak­
er Kevin McCarthy. 

The bill proposes to 
crack down on the re­
cord number of mi­
grants who have been 
crossing the border 
under the Biden ad-

ministration. The bill's 
proposals include re­
suming construction of 
the border wall, ending 
the policy of "catch and 
release," increasing the 
number of Border Patrol 
agents, and more. 

According to Seitz's 
letter, "this legislation 
contains such a combi­
nation of harmful mea­
sures that we [the bish­
ops] believe its passage, 
on the whole, is beyond 
justification." 

Seitz claims that if 
passed the bill would 
"fundamentally weak­
en our nation's de­
cades-long commit­
ment to humanitarian 
protection .. . endanger 
unaccompanied chil­
dren and inflict harm 
on other vulnerable per­
sons, decimate access 
to asylum, mandate 
damaging detention 
and removal practices, 
restrict access to legal 
employment, limit - and 
potentially eliminate 
- federal partnerships 
with faith-based and 
other nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), 
undermine the rule of 
law, and more." 

The bishops' letter 
also condemns resum­
ing construction of the 
border wall. 

"We have long op­
posed the construction 
of a wall spanning the 
entire U.S.-Mexico bor­
der, especially with the 
dangers it poses to hu­
man life and the envi­
ronment" and that this 
"bill would effectively 
undermine constitu­
tional property rights 
and further abrogate 
the rights of those liv­
ing near the border by 
prioritizing federal land 
acquisition above such 
rights," the bishops' let­
ter reads. 

Because of these is­
sues, the bishops en­
courage members of 
Congress to oppose the 
Secure the Border Act of 
2023. 

"The provisions dis­
cussed," wrote Seitz, 
"underscore the ex­
treme nature of this bill, 
its incompatibility with 
Catholic social teaching, 
and its inconsistency 
with our nation's broad­
ly bipartisan commit­
ment to humanitarian 
protection." 

----------------------------
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FBI offers reward in pro-life pregnancy center vandalism 
The FBI's Omaha, Nebraska, field office is offering a major reward to 
anyone who can help identify the individual or group who vandalized 
a pro-life pregnancy center in Des Moines, Iowa, in June 2022. The 
request comes following a yearlong string of attacks on pro-life preg­
nancy centers across the nation, which began after it was reported 
in May 2022 that Roe v. Wade would be overturned. The bureau is 
offering $15,000 to anyone providing information leading to the 
identification, arrest, and conviction of the individual or group who 
broke windows and left graffiti on the Agape Pregnancy Resource 
Center. "Fake clinic,""Stop lying," and "This place is not safe"were 
a few ofthe phrases spray-painted on the exterior of the clinic. The 
clinic was vandalized on both June 3,2022, and June 4, 2022, in the 
early hours of the morning. There have been more than 60 attacks on 
pro-life pregnancy centers since May 2022, and six reported arrests. 

Pope welcomes program to spiritually adopt struggling teens 
Pope Francis has given his blessing to a program started in Poland to 
spiritually adopt struggling teenagers and pray for them by name. 
Kryzysztof Gawrysiak and his wife, Aneta, spent more than two hours 
with Pope Francis at his Vatican residence on May 4. During the visit, 
they were able to introduce their new online initiative, pray4teens. 
org, which they started after learning more about the rates of depres­
sion - and suicide attempts - among adolescents around the world. 
"We strongly believe [the prayers are] helping," Aneta Gawrysiak 
told CNA last week."We've got a lot of examples, a lot of testimony 
that prayer is very powerful." Kryzysztof Gawrysiak said Pope Francis 
blessed their prayer initiative and said he would speak about it at 
World Youth Day 2023, which will be in Lisbon, Portugal, Aug. 1-6. 
Pray4teens.org is currently in four languages: Polish, English, Italian, 
and Ukrainian. 

Canada replaces crosses in new Royal Crown 
King Charles III has approved the Canadian government's new 
heraldic Royal Crown design that swaps out its crowning cross 
for a snowflake and replaces other crosses with maple leaves. The 
Canadian Royal Crown redesign was recommended by Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and is based on the bejeweled St. 
Edward's Crown used at King Charles' coronation held on Saturday, 
May 6, as well as the slightly different Tudor Crown symbol. However, 
the stylized Canadian emblem drops the crosses and the fleurs-de-lis 
present on these crowns, instead incorporating"elements empha­
sizing the Canadian identity ofthe monarchy,"the governor general 
of Canada's website says in its heraldry section. The Canadian Royal 
Crown emblem is "an important symbol of the sovereign's authority, 
the Canadian monarchy, and the power of the state acting in the 
sovereign's name," according to the office of the governor general of 
Canada, who represents King Charles III in his role as king of Canada. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
You are invited to take part in a 
Friendship Group that will provide 
you with dynamic reading and 
personalized formation to grow in 
holiness with others online. 

Date: Thursdays starting June 
15 

Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Zoom 

Features: The first book we 
will read is Overcoming Spiritual 
Discouragement by popular au-

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: June 11 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

thor Fr. Timothy Gallagher, OMV. GUGGENHEIM CLEAN-UP DAYS 
Book summary: With warmth, The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': Saranac Lake -Come lend a 
understanding, and pastoral skill, Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: helping hand to prepare the 
Father offers a hopeful invitation North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, Guggenheim Center. 
to all who struggle to overcome Ogdensburg,NY13669 Dates: May 19 at Noon until May 
the greatest obstacle in the spiri- e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 21 (come for a few hours or the 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. tuallife - discouragement. It is a 1---....:.:::.::.::.::..:::.:..::.:.:.::=.::.:...::.:.:..:.:..:::..:.::.:.::r-::-..:::.:.....:::.:.....:..:..:.c.:...c..:...---'------1 whole weekend) 
call to solace in times of suffering and invited to participate. There is 518-523-5685. Features: Projects include: 
and will empower you to stand no cost for the training but regis- Washing the kitchen and prepar-
tall in times of affliction. Oblate tration is required. Complementa- ing it for use; Cleaning the grill; 
priest Fr. Bill Brown will join us for ry lunch will be provided. HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY Pressure washing building ex-
the first meeting, share about the Contact: To register for the Houseville - A Holy Hour of teriors; Pressure washing kayaks 
liberating spirituality behind this training, please visit Mercy Care's Adoration with the Divine Mercy and other watercraft; Deep clean-
book, lead a discussion, and an- website at www.adkmercy.org Chaplet will be observed the first ing the oven; Washing windows; 
swer participants' questions. You or contact Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy Sunday ofthe month. Cleaning interior walls, floors and 
will learn how to enter into the Care's Program Director at abev- Date: June 4 furniture; Moving equipment to 
sublime peace and joy that our ilacqua@adkmercy.org or calilexi Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass the beach; Cleaning trails; And a 
lord promises. for more information at 518-523- Place: St. Hedwig's Church myriad of other tasks! Youth are 

Contact: To sign up, visit: 5446. Contact: 315-348-6260 welcome, bust must be accompa-
https://mailchi.mp/sophiainsti- nied by parents. 
tute/friendship-groups For more HEALING MASS Contact: Register at https:// 
information, please contact Mary MERCY CARE Clayton - St. Mary's to have their www.rcdony.org /GuggyCleanUp; 
Beth Bracy at mbracy@sophiain- EDUCATIONAL FORUM annual Healing Mass and Antoine For more information, call 315-
stitute.com Paul Smiths - Mercy Care for the Tetrault Memorial Service. 393-2920 or email jcrowley@rcd-

Adirondacks will hold its annual Date: June 10 ony.org or mrocker@rcdony.org. ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING 
lake Placid - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks is recruiting new 
volunteers and has scheduled 
a Friendship Volunteer Training 
Program. 

Date: May 24 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Features: New Volunteers will 

join Mercy Care's more than 100 
Friendship Volunteers from lake 
Placid, Saranac lake, and Tupper 
lake and surrounding areas who 
are helping their elder neighbors 
stay connected to their communi­
ties and helping to make their lives 
a little easier and happier. Volun­
teers of all faiths are encouraged 

Educational Forum co-hosted by Time: 11 a.m. 
Paul Smith's College. Place: St. Mary's Church 

Date: June 7 Features: Celebrants will be-
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Father Arthur laBaff and Father 

Cost: $25, includes networking Corneille Boyeye. During Mass, 
lunch anointing of the sick is offered. Im-

Features: The 2023 Forum mediately following Mass will be 
will focus on the urgent topics of prayer teams to pray for individual 
Ageism and development of the needs. A social time with refresh-
Master Plan for Aging in New York. ments will take place in the parish 
Speakers will be Ann Monroe, Greg center following the Mass. 
Olsen and Adam Herbst. Contact: For more information, 

Contact: Registrations will be contact St. Mary's parish office at 
accepted on a first-come, first- 315-686-3398 or claytonsec@ 
served basis. To register for the rcdony.org or visit stmarysclayton. 
Forum, please visit Mercy Care's org. 
website at www.adkmercy.org or 
contact Karen Rodriguez, Mercy 
Care Project Manager at krodri­
guez@adkmercy.org or call her at 

S1. LAWRENCE 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 

THE lETTER 
Join us for a viewing and dis­
cussion ofThe letter: A Message 
for our Earth. The letter is a 
documentary about how spiritual 
values call us to take action on the 
ecological crisis. 
Schedule: May 20: Brushton St. 
Mary's Parish Center 

Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Features: The letter follows 

six invited leaders from around 
the world who were invited to the 
Vatican by Pope Francis to speak 
about the effects of climate on 
their communities. We will screen 
the 80-minute movie in three 
segments interspersed with dis­
cussion. Simple lunch and refresh-
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ments included. 

LOVING AUTHENITCALLY 
All are invited to attend this free 
seminar,loving Authentically: Sex, 
Happiness and Catholic Teaching 
designed to deepen our under­
standing of how Church doctrine 
on sexual morality connects with 
our happiness. 

Schedule: May 20, 2023 at St. 
Mary's Ticonderoga 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

Features: Program will be a 
showing of "Unprotected: A Pope, 
the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual 
Chaos." With Q & A led by Nat­
ural Family Planning Directors, 
Angelo and Suzanne Pietropaoli 
and Catholic Theologian, Maura 
Hearden Fehlner, Ph.D. lunch will 
be provided. 

Contact: to register go www. 
rcdony.org/family-life/la.html For 
more information contact Ste­
phen Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 or 
startaglia@rcdony.org 

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER 
OF THE PRIESTHOOD AND 
DEACON: 
Through the laying on of hands 
and the invocation ofthe Holy 
Spirit, the Most Reverend Terry R. 
laValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg 
will Ordain to the Order of Priest­
hood Deacon Lukas Hermann 
Gruber and to the Order of Deacon 
Mr. Carter Gabriel Pierce and Mr. 
Douglas Alexander Schirmer. 

Date: May 27 
Time: 11 a.m. 

Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: A Reception will 

immediately follow the liturgy 
downstairs in the Brzana Hall. The 
Ordination Mass may be viewed at 
www.rcdony.org/ordination. The 
Ordination Mass program will be 
available at the same link shortly 
before the liturgy. 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac lake - Rachel's Vineyard 
After Abortion Healing Retreat to 
be held. 

Date: May 26 to 28, Memorial 
Day Weekend 
Place: Guggenheim lodge 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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Nine-year-old boy creates Bible podcast 
When "The Bible in a Year" 

podcast hosted by Father Mike 
Schmitz shot to the top of the 
charts at the start of 2021, it 
inspired millions of people to 
dive more deeply into the Bi­
ble. One Michigan third grader 
was not content to merely lis­
ten, though - he wants to be a 
podcasting priest likeSchmitz 
when he grows up. And he's 
well on his way to making that 
dream a reality. 

Teddy Howell, 9, is the cre­
ator - with the help of his par­
ents, Stephani and Sean - of the 
"Kid's Bible in a Year with Ted­
dy" podcast, which launched 
on March 12. In each episode, 
released Sundays and Wednes­
days, Teddy leads a prayer and 
then reads a passage from the 
Great Adventure Kids Catholic 
Bible Chronicles, a book from 
publisher Ascension that pro­
vides 70 Bible stories arranged 
in the same timeline order that 
the "Bible in a Year" podcast 
uses. 

Teddy's mom Stephani said 
her son, the oldest of six sib­
lings, already loves learning 
about and sharing his Catholic 
faith with others. She said he 
often stays up at night reading 

the Bible under the covers with 
a headlamp and recently start­
ed serving at the altar at the 
family's parish in southeast 
Michigan. 

"He's always had a love for 
the Church and the priesthood. 
Kind of of his own accord, he 
decided he wanted to go to dai­
ly Mass over the summer," she 
said. 

When asked directly what 
he wants to be when he grows 
up, Teddy didn't hesitate - he 
wants to be a priest. He said his 
favorite part of the Mass is the 
Liturgy of Eucharist, though 
given his love for the Bible, the 
Liturgy of the Word also touch­
es him deeply. He said his fa­
vorite parts of the Bible are 
the Gospel passages about the 
crucifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus. 

Teddy's podcasting ambi­
tions were sparked almost 
wholly by the example of 
Schmitz, the popular Minneso­
ta priest who, in his podcast, 
reads through the entire Bible 
in 365 daily episodes, plus a 
prayer and reflection. Teddy's 
parents would often put on 
"The Bible in a Year" for the 
family in the car, but turned it 

Around the diocese 

off if Schmitz issued any warn­
ings about material unsuitable 
for children, as he occasional­
ly does throughout the series. 
The interruptions perturbed 
Teddy, who craved a Bible pod­
cast he could listen to in its en­
tirety. 

It was this desire, along with 
the prayers offered by Schmitz 
at the end of each "Bible in a 
Year" episode, that really in­
spired Teddy to want to create 
his own podcast. 

He told his parents he want­
ed to give it a try, reading the 
Kids Catholic Bible Chronicles 
aloud. Stephani contacted the 
publisher of the book, Ascen­
sion, to see if they'd be willing 
to allow him to read the words 
from the book on-air. Ascen­
sion agreed (although Teddy 
always reads a disclaimer not­
ing that Ascension doesn't en­
dorse or review the episodes). 

Teddy begins each episode 
with a self-written prayer, then 
reads a passage from the book 
related to a Bible story, and 
then offers a reflection. He 
writes the scripts himself on 
his parents' computer and then 
does the recording, editing, and 
posting of the episodes with 

their help. Teddy uses a micro­
phone attached to his parents' 
computer to get the job done. 

The technical aspects of cre­
ating the podcast have been a 
learning experience for Ted­
dy's parents as well. Sean said 
he asked around among his 
friends about how to start a 
podcast, and his friends rec­
ommended the online platform 
Anchor, which allows listeners 
to subscribe and listen on just 
about any podcast app. 

As of early May, Teddy has 
posted a dozen episodes, with 
no plans to slow down. His 
podcast has already garnered 
several thousand listens across 
several countries, with a grow­
ing number of five-star ratings. 
Ascension has even taken no­
tice, sharing episodes from 
Teddy's podcast on social me­
dia. 

Beyond being a great learn­
ing experience for the budding 
young priest, Teddy has genu­
ine hopes that his podcast will 
touch people's lives. 

"Hopefully a lot more peo­
ple who are not Christian will 
become Christian by the end 
of this year by listening to my 
podcast," he said. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 Cost Mini session is $200 and the whose parents separated or Features: Family Guggenheim Cost $275 per person, $100 
Features: If you or a friend are weeklong sessions is $425 per divorced and also for those who welcomes families of all dimen- Deposit 

hurting after abortion loss, please camper. Meals and accommoda- grew up in single-parent families. sions to come enjoy a special Features: Retreat for women 
consider attending a Rachel's tions are included in the registra- Date: Aug.11-13 weekend in the beauty of the Ad- 18 years or older. Registrations 
Vineyard healing retreat. You ar- tion fee. Place:Wadhams Hall irondacks. Expect fun family work- begin July 1,2023 
en't alone, help is available. Features: Arts and crafts, Proj- Cost $200 for a shared room or shops and activities that will have Contact: For more informa-

Contact: Registration is online ect Adventure, Liturgy, rappelling, $250 for a single room. you working, laughing and pray- tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
at wwwJcdony.org/pro-life or by hiking, basketball, or soccer. Gug- Features: Financial assistance ing together. Celebrate Christ's 651-6895. Donations accepted to 
contacting the Respect life office genheim has its very own beach is available ... do not let cost pre- presence in your lives! by payable to OLRHR and sent to 
at cminer@rcdony.org. A list of where you can swim, use water- vent you from experiencing the Contact: For more information Wadhams hall. 
retreat locations outside of our di- crafts and play watersports. Eve- healing you deserve. and to register, go to www.rcdony. 
ocese is available atwww.rachels-
vineyard.org. 

nings at camp are packed with Contact: For more information org/family-life/fg.html or contact 
fun activities like a bonfire, dance, or to register for the retreat, please Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920, 

GUGGENHEIM SUMMER CAMP outdoor movies, and camp games. contact Steve Tartaglia at starta- startaglia@rcdony.org. 

2023 registration is open. New Contact: To sign up, visit rcd- glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920. 

this year is a mini session for ony.org/youth/camp or call, Jean- WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
nie Grizzuto at 315-393-2290 ext. FAMILY GUGGENHEIM Ogdensburg - Our Lady of the Ro-

youth 11-13 years old along 
1413 Saranac Lake - Family Guggen- sary Healing Retreat for Women 

with the annual sleepaway camp heim registration is open. to be held. 
weeks for ages 11 to 18. LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug. 24-27; Date: Oct.5-8 Dates: The season starts July 5th Ogdensburg - Retreat for adults Oct. 6-8 Place:Wadhams Hall 
and ends Aug. 11th. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Waiting for 'the promised Paraclete' 
As the days passed eyes, and is lost to sight 

after the Resurrection in the clouds. They 
of jesus, the Apostles must have thought in 
were getting used to dismay, "He's left us 
their fleeting again!" So, what 
glimpses of the did they do? It 
Risen Christ, was one thing to 
appearing here label themselves 
and there so followers of the 
dramatically. He Christ when he 
had pretty much was not too far 
cured their de- away. It was 
pression follow- quite another to 
ing the horrible think of facing 
crucifixion on '--. -----' the jewish lead-
Calvary by fi- Mons~gnorPaul ers without his 
nally convincing E. Whitmore earthly presence. 
them that he was Still shaken 
alive! at his seeming 

They never knew when abandonment, they 
he would appear next withdrew together to 
with new commands to that upper room to pray 
preach the Good News and ponder what He 
everywhere. Now, he had taught them. Wise­
suddenly ascends into ly, they kept near his 
the air before their mother, Mary, in those 

May21 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

READINGS 
Acts 1: 12 -14 

1 Peter 4:13-16 
John 17:1-11a 

nine days of waiting for 
the Holy Spirit. 

They must have re­
membered what jesus 
had said to them: "If 
you really love me, you 
would rejoice that I am 
going to the Father." 
In other words, I have 
a better way to remain 
with you. I will live in 
you and in the Church 
through my Spirit and 
in my Vicar. 

And did they remem­
ber his wonderful fare­
well address in that 

CALLED TO SERVE 

same upper room just 
a few weeks before at 
that strange, sacred 
meal the night before 
He died? Did they now 
understand the reason 
for his institution of 
the Eucharist, that He 
might remain with them 
always? 

And so, they gather in 
prayer with Mary, the 
Mother of jesus, in the 
Cenacle that held such 
precious memories, 
there to await the prom­
ised Paraclete. 

He will teach them 
everything they need 
to know to spread the 
Good News to all the 
world. The Spirit will 
also fill them with the 
courage to be bold and 
fearless, ready for what­
ever will await them, 

even for martyrdom. 
Like the Apostles, we 

need to prepare our­
selves this week for a re­
newal of all those gifts 
we received at our con­
firmation. We must not 
act as though he were 
present. He is present. 

His being present in 
the Spirit is far more 
powerful than his 
earthly presence would 
have been. We must go 
simply and deliberate­
ly into our souls daily 
- into the core of our 
being - and there listen 
to Him in silence. 

Then, strengthened by 
His grace, we can con­
fidently go about our 
Mission. We need that 
grace more than ever in 
these critical days of re­
building our Church. 

You have been found worthy 
May 27, 2023, will be 

a festive day for the Di­
ocese of Ogdensburg. 
Deacon Lukas Gruber 
will be ordained to the 
Order of Priesthood by 
Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley. 

Carter Pierce and 
Douglas Schirmer will 
be ordained to the Or­
der of Deacon by Bish­
op LaValley at the same 
Mass. 

The ordination is im­
portant to each man be­
cause it marks a plateau 
in his quest and forma­
tion to serve God and 
the Church. 

It is important to Bish­
op LaValley because 
only a bishop, a suc­
cessor of the apostles, 

~~~~ 
I R~~~~I 
For More Infonnation, Visit Our Web Page 

at: www.barstonmotors.oom 

can administer the sac­
rament of holy orders. 
This sacrament bestows 
an unrepeatable, indel­
ible character upon the 
person ordained. 

It will be a festive day 
for the priests and dea­
cons of the diocese who 
will witness the ordina­
tions and welcome their 
new brothers. 

It will mark a signifi­
cant event in the life of 
the Church of Ogdens­
burg, each of the parish­
es and the thousands of 
members of the church 
in the North Country 
who will benefit from 
the men receiving ordi­
nation. 

We should give thanks 
to God for calling these 
men to a clerical order 
and pray for their health 
and success in ministry. 

All parishes should 
mark the occasion by 
including a prayer for 
these men in the Prayer 

of the Faithful at Mass learned and can't fig­
that weekend. ure out how we knew 

Father Gruber .-----:=-_---, that. The answer 
will begin his is usually, "in 
priestly ministry school." 
as a parochial M ira cuI 0 u s -
vicar in a parish. ly, or maybe 
His formation by osmOSiS, we 
will continue as learned some-
he lives the life thing in our for-
of priest. Gone mation days and 
are the classes then were able 
in priesthood as to repeat that 
theory. That is a Dea~on learning later in 
polite way of say- KeVin Mastellon life. How we were 
ing, "Welcome to able to recall that 
the real world," information is surpris-

A priest friend said ing, especially since we 
the other day, "I learned don't recall learning the 
how to be a priest after fact in the first place. 
seminary." He has been Deacon Schirmer and 
a priest for a long, long Deacon Pierce who hope 
time. to become priests in 

In fairness to semi- a year or so, with the 
naries, and all education grace of God, will have a 
institutions, we learn summer assignment in a 
and are exposed to a lot parish to expose each to 
"in school" before we everyday life in a parish. 
apply what we learned In his aSSignment, each 
practically. Sometimes deacon will assist his 
we apply what we pastor and the priests 

of his parish in litur­
gy, preach occaSionally, 
help out in other ways. 

The ordination cere­
mony at St. Mary's Ca­
thedral in Ogdensburg 
on May 27 will truly be 
a festive occasion. For 
the three men to be or­
dained, "Ancora imp a­
ro." That is an Italian 
phrase meaning "Yet, I 
am learning." It is often 
attributed to the great 
Renaissance genius, Mi­
chelangelo, supposedly 
observed by him at the 
age of 87. 

The rest of us should 
keep Lucas Gruber, 
Douglas Schirmer and 
Carter Pierce in our 
prayers. 

Deacon Kevin MasteI­
Ion ministers in Water­

town. He is the 
Director of Permanent 

Deacons for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 
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OBITUARIES 
AuSable Forks - Eugene J. Novajosky, 76; 
Mass of Christian Buirial May 10,2023 at 
Holy Name Church. 

Christian Burial May 13,2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Massena - Leona M. (Lara by) Kocienski, 
87; Graveside Services May 11,2023 at 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Cemetery, Moriah. 

Brasher Falls - Laura H. Amo-Finnie, 
86; Private Services; burial in Visitation 
Cemetery. 

Clayton - Scott A. Kittle, 62; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 7, 2023 at St. Mary's 
Church. 

Mineville - Randall Lee Gadway, 76; Mass 
of Christian Burial May 13,2023 at Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church; burial in Ss. Peter and Paul 
Cemetery. 

Port Leyden - Shirley Joan (Connelly) 
White, 92; Private Mass of Christian Burial 
at St. Martin Church. 

Brushton -Irene Mary (Henderson) 
Woods, 91; Mass of Christian Burial May 
11,2023 at St. Mary's Church; burial in 
Sunnyside Cemetery. 

Croghan - David J. Neddo, 71; Funeral 
Services May 12,2023 at Scanlon Funeral 
Home; burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery. 

Gabriels - Rouse Sr. and Bethyl Fountain; 
Mass of Christian Burial May 13,2023 at 
Church ofthe Assumption; burial in Moun­
tain View Cemetery. 

Norwood - Evelyn L. Goodrich Johnston, 
84; Graveside Services May 6,2023 at 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Rosiere - John Louis Hubbard, 91; Mass of 
Christian Bural May 6, 2023 at St. Vincent 
de Paul Church; burial in St. Lawrence 
Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Donna J. Blowers, 74; 
Graveside Services May 19,2023 at Valley 
View Cemetery. Carthage - Thomas P. Latham, 72; Funeral 

Services May 19,2023 at the Bezanilla-Mc­
Graw Funeral Home; burial in StJames 
Cemetery. 

Carthage - Helen M. Pais, 68; Funeral 
Services May 12,2023 at the Bezanilla-Mc­
Graw Funeral Home; burial in StJames 
Cemetery. 

Keene - Beverly Purdy Gregory Green­
wood, 89; Memorial Services in Spring at St. 
Brendan's Church. 

Plattsburgh - Karen (Giambruno) Burdo, 
68; Mass of Christian Burial May 12,2023 
at Our Lady of Victory Church; burial in St. 
Peter's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Martha (Igoe) Gulley, 71; 
Mass of Christian Burial May 24,2023 at St. 
Peter' Church. 

Ticonderoga - Judith Anne McLaughlin, 
82; Graveside Services May 20, 2023 at St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Watertown Mary M. (Loftus) Leonard, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial May 15,2023 
at Holy Family Church; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Champlain - Carmelita Linda (St. An­
drew) Babbie, 78; Mass of Christian Burial 
May 16,2023 at St. Mary's Church; burial in 
Parish Cemetery. 

Louisville - Lorraine (Stearns) DiNapoli, 
63; Mass of Christian Burial May 11,2023 at 
St. Lawrence Church; burial in St. Lawrence 
Cemetery. 

Lowville - Edward J. Finn, 79; Mass of 
Christian Burial May 13,2023 at St. Peter's 
Church; burial in Lowville Rural Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Regina W. (Bushey) Miller, 
89; Mass of Christian Burial May 13,2023 at 
St. Peter's Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Port Henry - Lonne James Bobbie, 66; 
Mass of Christian Burial May 8,2023 at St. 
Patrick's Church; burial in St. Peter and Paul 

West Leyden - Elinor Marie (Dietz) 
Fiorenza, 90; Mass of Christian Burial May 
12,2023 at St. Mary's Church; burial in Ava 
Cemetery. 

Chateaugay - Joey A.Jones,43; Mass of 

Archdiocese investigating 'God is Trans' exhibit 
By Joe Bukuras 
Catholic News Agency 

The Archdiocese of 
New York is investigat­
ing a Catholic parish in 
Manhattan for hosting 
an art exhibit called 
"God is Trans: A Queer 
Spiritual Journey." 

The exhibit, which 
"maps the queer spir­
itual journey" and 
claims that "there is no 
devil" has upset some 
parishioners at the 
Church of St. Paul the 
Apostle, while others 
are supportive, the New 
York Post reported. 

An archdiocesan 
spokesperson told 
Newsweek that it only 
learned about the ex­
hibit, which is dis­
played next to a side 
altar in the church, 
through media reports. 

"We had no knowl­
edge of it beforehand," 
the spokesperson told 
the outlet. 

"If media reports 
are accurate, then we 
would have concerns. 
We are investigating 
and looking to speak 
with the pastor of the 
parish to get more in­
formation," the spokes­
person said. 

CNA reached out to 
the archdiocese and the 
pastor of the church, 
Father Rick Walsh, for 
comment on Tuesday 
but did not receive a 
response before publi­
cation. 

Parishioners have 
been divided on the 
exhibit. The New York 
Post reported that an 
"irate" parishioner said 
"enough is enough." 

"It seems like they 

are trying to force the 
agenda on others," the 
parishioner said. "Also, 
when a friend asked a 
priest about this they 
didn't answer. You 
can't put this out on the 
altar and then hide." 

"That's what gets the 
church in trouble," the 
parishioner said. 

However, Cherri 
Gosh, 80, who sup­
ports the exhibit, told 
the New York Post that 
she loves the church 
because it is "very lib­
eral." 

"I don't understand 
the art, but this church 
is very liberal, which is 
why I love this church," 
she said. "They are real­
ly in the present when 
others are not." 

The "God is Trans" 
exhibit by Adah Un­
achukwu "maps the 

queer spiritual jour­
ney by three significant 
points: Sacrifice, Iden­
tity, and Communion," 
according to a descrip­
tion of the artwork, pic­
tured by the Post. 

"The painting Sac­
rifice and its comple­
mentarity act in the 
film speak to the need 
to shed an old life and 
personhood in order 
to be able to focus on 
your spiritual need. 
There is no devil; just 
past selves," the de­
scription said. 

Bill O'Connor, 79, 
who supports the ex­
hibit, told the New 
York Post that the 
"queer community has 
been accepted here for 
a long time now." 

The church, which is 
run by the Paulist Fa­
thers, runs a ministry 

called "Out at St. Paul," 
which the parish's web­
site says is "our minis­
try and outreach to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi, Trans, 
and Queer communi­
ty." 

The ministry has a 
website and a Facebook 
page. "The love of God 
affirms trans kids, pro­
tects trans kids, listens 
to trans kids, fights for 
trans kids, delights in 
trans kids," reads the 
description of one fea­
tured photo. 

In one Facebook post 
on March 3, 2022, the 
ministry celebrated In­
ternational Transgen­
der Day of Visibility 
and said it "intends to 
host events that will 
feature panel discus­
sions on trans-affirm­
ing theology and health 
care very soon." 
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ISTANBUL * ANKARA * CAPPADOCIA* PAMUKKALE 
* EPHESUS * IZMIR * PERGAMUM * CANAKKALE 

Hosted by: 

FR. DONALD A. ROBINSON 

$2999 From New York * 
• Air/ land tour prices is $2499 plus $500 
gouernment taxes/airline surcharges 

For more information please contact: 

Fr. Robinson 
Tel: (315)-782-1143 

Email: donrob4@twcny.rr.com 

PHOTOS BY DARCY FARGO & GAYLE FRANK 
(Top) Deacon Michael Allan and 
his wife, Kathleen, listen to 
Deacon William Ditewig deliver 
his keynote address during the 
2023 Deacon Asembly at Edge­
wood Resort in Alexandria Bay 
May 8-10. (Bottom left) Diocesan 
Chancellor Deacon James Crow­
ley delivers a birthday dessert 
to Deacon Gary Frank of Clayton, 
who celebrated his 75th birthday 
at the Assembly. (Middle right) 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley wel­
comes deacons to the Assembly. 
(Bottom right) Deacon Thomas 
Yousey of Lowville listens to the 
keynote address. 
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Deacons gather 
for Assembly 

By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

Deacons of the Diocese of Ogdensburg gathered at 
Edgewood Resort in Alexandria Bay from May 8 to 10 
to share opportunities for learning, faith, fellowship 
and fun at the annual Deacon Assembly. 

The event included workshops, prayer and social 
gatherings for both deacons and their wives. Dioc­
esan Vicar for Clergy Father Christopher C. Carrara 
presented on "The New Program for Priestly Forma­
tion," diocesan Director of Evangelization presented 
"Proclaim Salvation Through Jesus Christ," Bishop 
LaValley met with the deacons and their wives, and 
the deacons met in deanery groups. The each day of 
the Assembly included the Liturgy of the Hours and 
social gatherings, and Mass was celebrated with the 
gathered deacons and wives on May 9. 

The Assembly featured three presentations and a 
question-and-answer period with keynote speaker 
Deacon William Ditewig, a retired Navy commander 
who has served as a deacon in the military and in 
parishes in Illinois and Iowa. He's also served in roles 
in the Archdiocese of Washington, the USCCB and the 
Diocese of Monterey, and as a professor at Saint Leo 
University in Florida and Santa Clara University in 
California. He currently resides in Florida and travels 
speaking on the diaconate while continuing to teach. 

Deacon Ditewig focused on the following themes 
throughout the course of the gathering: 

· Why does the Church have deacons? 
· How do we serve in a synodal Church? 
· What do we do? Expanding our imagination of 

the Diaconate. 
"There's no such thing as a one-size fits all diacon­

ate," he said. "It can be the most flexible of the or­
ders. We see that in our history." 

Deacon Ditewig noted that many seem to be under 
the impression that the diaconate was "restored by 
the Second Vatican Council," he said. 

'''Restored' implies it was something, it went away 
and then it came back again," he said. "The diaconate 
has never not been part of the Church. Ever. It's mor­
phed into other forms. For a while, it was this thing 
called 'the transitional diaconate.' That's like saying 
before he was bishop, Bishop Terry (LaValley) was a 
transitional priest. It doesn't sacramentally hold wa­
ter." 

As he concluded his opening address, Deacon Dite­
wig returned to that first theme. 

"Why does the Church have deacons? Let me share 
this quote from Lumen Gentium (one of the principal 
documents of the Council)," he said, posting the fol­
lowing quote on a screen: 

"For the nurturing and constant growth of the Peo­
ple of God, Christ the Lord instituted in His Church a 
variety of ministries, which work for the good of the 
whole body. For those ministers, who are endowed 
with sacred power, serve their (brothers and sisters), 
so that all who are of the People of God, and there­
fore enjoy a true Christian dignity, working toward a 
common goal freely and in an orderly way, may arrive 
at salvation." 


