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House votes to end military 
spending on abortion travel, 

transgender surgeries 
By Peter Pinedo military's abortion program, filed by 
Catholic News Agency Republican Rep. Ronny Jackson of 

The U.S. House of Representatives 
passed two amendments to the Na­
tional Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) Thursday evening mandating 
the military stop its programs paying 
for abortion travel and transgender 
surgeries for service members. 

Texas, passed in a 221-213 vote. The 
amendment passed in an almost par­
ty-line vote, with two Republicans vot­
ing against it and one Democrat voting 
in favor. 

The amendment ending the mili­
tary's transgender surgeries program 
was filed by Republican Rep. Matt 
Rosendale of Montana and passed in 
a 221-211 vote. One Republican voted 
against this amendment and one Dem­
ocrat voted in favor. 

Under a policy laid out by Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin, the military 
has been granting paid leave and sub­
sidizing service members' travel to ob­
tain abortions. Transgender and gen­
der-identity treatments and surgeries 
also have been subsidized by the mil­
itary under the Biden administration. 

Two amendments passed by the 
House Thursday evening would undo 
those military policies. 

The amendment overturning the 

The NDAA is an annual must-pass 
spending package that sets the mili­
tary's budget for the next fiscal year. 
Both the House and Senate advance 
their own versions of the package, 
which must be reconciled with each 
other and then signed by the presi­
dent. 

California legislators 
advance bill on trafficking 

By Daniel Payne 
Catholic News Agency 

California Democrat-
ic legislators on Thurs­
day hastily voted an an­
ti-child-trafficking bill 
through a key committee 
after significant backlash 
to their initial scuttling of 
the measure. 

Legislators on the state 
Assembly's Public Safe­
ty Committee had earli­
er this week voted down 
Senate Bill 14, which 
would elevate child traf­
ficking to a "serious fel­
ony" in the state. The 
committee is made up of 
six Democrats and two 
Republicans. 

Committee Chair Mem­
ber Reginald Jones-Saw­
yer said in a statement 
earlier this week that the 
committee was unwill­
ing to "build on a deeply 
flawed sentencing system 
that unfairly punishes 
disadvantaged communi-

ties." 
But the decision to vote 

the measure down led to 
bipartisan backlash, with 
spectators openly criti­
cizing the committee af­
ter the vote, Republican 
politicians slamming the 
Democratic members for 
the decision, and Dem­
ocratic Gov. Gavin New­
som vowing to help get 
the bill passed. 

Thursday evening, the 
Public Safety Committee 
voted to pass the bill, 
with the measure receiv­
ing near-unanimous ap­
proval. 

Elisa Arcidiacono, the 
chief of staff for Assem­
bly member and Public 
Safety Committee vice 
chairman Tom Lackey, 
told CNA that following 
the bill's initial failure, 
assembly Republicans 
spearheaded a procedur­
al motion "to pull the bill 
from the Public Safety 
Committee and bring it 

to the Assembly floor for 
a vote by the full body." 

"Rather than approving 
this motion, Assembly 
Democrats introduced 
their own motion to in­
stead hold an emergency 
Public Safety Committee 
hearing following the 
floor seSSion," Arcidi­
acono said. "That motion 
was passed with 43 votes 
and several abstentions." 

"The bill was then taken 
up in an emergency hear­
ing [Thursday] morning 
in the Assembly Public 
Safety Committee," she 
said. "There was no dis­
cussion or debate on the 
bill; it was vote-only." 

The measure subse­
quently passed the com­
mittee with six members 
voting in favor and two 
members abstaining. 
"The bill will now move 
to the Assembly Appro­
priations Committee and 
then to the floor," Arcidi­
acono said. 

II WORLD/NATION 7 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
FDA approves non-prescription oral contraceptive 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Thursday announced 
the approval of the first nonprescription oral contraceptive, called 
"Opill."The drug's approval is likely to lead to increased use of contra­
ception,a practice that is directly contradictory to Catholic moral teach­
ing. Though more than 100 countries have approved over-the-counter 
birth control, according to the Free the Pill Coalition, Opill is the first 
oral contraceptive to receive FDA approval for use in the U.s. without a 
prescription.This means that Opill will be available to all ages,available 
at retail drug stores, without the consultation or guidance of a doctor. 
Paragraph 2370 ofthe Catechism ofthe Catholic Church unequivocally 
condemns the use of contraceptives to prevent pregnancy as a grave 
moral evil. According to Church teaching,"every action which, whether 
in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its accomplishment, or in the 
development of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end 
or as a means, to render procreation impossible" is "intrinsically eviL" 
Opill is a single pill used daily to prevent pregnancy. It is produced by 
Perrigo, an American Irish-registered pharmaceutical company head­
quartered in Dublin. According to Perrigo, Opill is a progestin-only con­
traceptive. Progestin is a synthetic drug that mimics progesterone, the 
hormone that normally works after conception to thicken the uterine 
lining to create a good environment for a fertilized egg to implant. 

U.S. bishops call for release of Nicaraguan Bishop Alvarez 
Following failed negotiations with the regime of Nicaraguan dictator 
Daniel Ortega to free persecuted Bishop Rolando Jose Alvarez Lagos, 
the U.S. bishops have called for the imprisoned prelate's release. Alva­
rez, who in February was sentenced to 26 years in prison after declin­
ing exile to the United States, was convicted of treason, undermining 
national integrity, and spreading false news. "We received news last 
week of yet another breakdown in negotiations to free Bishop Rolando 
Alvarez of Matagalpa, Nicaragua - unjustly sentenced to 26 years in 
prison and stripped of his citizenship in February,"Bishop David Malloy 
of Rockford, Illinois, said in his capacity as chairman of the U.s. bishops' 
Committee on International Justice and Peace."1 particularly commend 
the recent Inter-American Court of Human Rights' ruling mandating 
the immediate release of Bishop Alvarez. The consensus from the in­
ternational community is clear: The continued incarceration of Bishop 
Alvarez is unjust and must end as soon as possible."The Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights is an international court under the Organization 
of American States formed in accordance with the human rights treaty 
the American Convention on Human Rights.The court said that Alvarez 
is in a "situation of extreme vulnerability" and called on Nicaragua to 
release him in addition to taking any measures to preserve his life and 
dignity. Accused of being a "traitor to the homeland," the bishop was 
sentenced on Feb. 10 along with 222 other political prisoners, which 
included priests and seminarians, ACI Prensa reported. 
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VIRTUAL EVENT 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
You are invited to take part in a 
Friendship Group that will provide 
you with dynamic reading and 
personalized formation to grow in 
holiness with others online. 

Date: July 20 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Zoom 
Features: Father Nathan Mar-

Clinton· 
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Jefferson·Lewis 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e·mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

zonie, OMV will talk with us about 
the book Beholding Beauty, Mary 
and the Song of Songs, by Father 
Greg Cleveland, OMV and answer 
your questions. Please feel free to 
read the book at your own pace. 
As Father Cleveland explains in 
the introduction, it may be used 
as a retreat and one chapter can 
be pondered over the course of a 
week. For the purpose of our dis- t----------..-----------l 

Adirondacks invite you to First 
Saturday Communal Devotions. 
Schedule: Aug. 5, Sept. 2, Oct. 7, 
Nov.4 and Dec.2 

cussion, Father Marzonie will focus 
on chapters 1,4,5, 13,and 14. 

Contact: To sign up, visit: 
https://mailchi.mp/sophiainsti­
tute/friendship-groups Tor order 
the book visit https://pauline­
store.com/ If you type in the dis­
count code Behold23, you will re­
ceive FREE SHIPPING for any order 
over $25. For more information, 
please contact Mary Beth Bracy at 
mbracy@sophiainstitute.com 
GIGANTIC YARD SALE 
Brushton - St. Mary's to have a 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

gigantic yard sale. 
Date: July 21, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

and July 22,8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Features: Nice variety of items, 

good prices, delicious homemade 
baked goods - james, baked 
beans, breads, cookies, pies. Have 
lunch, famous Michigans and Ja­
son Poirier's Adirondack Bar-B-Q 
Truck. 

HEALING MASS 
Dannemora - SUoseph's Church 
to have a Healing Mass. 

Date: July 25 
Time:6p.m. 
Features: Father Mike Jablon­

ski will be presiding. Come cele­
brate with us the healing presence 
of God in Holy Eucharist at the 
sacrifice of the Mass. Sacraments 

of Reconciliation and Anointing 
of the sick. Prayer tea ms will be 
available after Mass for those who 
desire Private Prayer. "All things 
are possible with God': 

Contact: For more information 
please contact the parish office at 
518-293-5168 or Alice Mattoon at 
518-420-5931. 

FOUNDATION DAY 
Ellenburg - Our Lady of the Ad­
irondacks House of Prayer warmly 
invites you to their Annual 
Foundation Day with the theme 
"In Him, You are Also Being Built 
Together': 

Date: Aug.5 
Schedule: The day begins 

early at 8 a.m. with First Saturday 
Devotions, followed by Welcome 
and Music at 9 a.m. The Sacra­
ment of Reconciliation will be 
available. Guest speaker, Darcy 
Fargo, Editor ofthe North Country 
Catholic, will present at 9:30 a.m. 
and the Celebration of Saturday 
Morning Mass begins at 10:30 
a.m. with The Rev. Terry R. LaVal­
ley, Bishop of Ogdensburg. All are 
invited to a delicious luncheon 
following the Mass. 

Contact: Please call Sarah An­
derson for more information at 
518-534-9976. 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
Ellenburg - Our Lady of the 

Time: 9 a.m.to 10 a.m. 
Features: You are warmly 

invited to join us as we pray for 
peace by meeting the conditions 
of this powerful devotion made in 
reparation to our Lady's Immacu­
late Heart. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976. 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St. Regis Falls - All are invited to 
the monthly first Saturday Devo­
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations. 

Date: First Saturday of the 
Month 

Time: Following the 4:30 antic­
ipated Mass 

Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: Prayer after Mass, 

Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls 
and the Holy Souls, Novena in 
Honor of Our Lady of the Mirac­
ulous Medal, Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament reposed 
in the Tabernacle, and Prayers for 
the Father and his intentions. 

ST. MARY'S GALA AND RAFFLE 
Clayton - St. Mary's Church to 
have their annual Gala and raffle. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 10 
Place: Cerow Arena at the Town 

of Clayton Recreational Park 
Features: Your $100 ticket is 

good for dinner for 2 and 2 drinks 
and enters you in all drawings. 

Contact: For more inforrna­
tion and tickets, contact St. Mary's 
parish office at 521 James Street, 
Clayton or 315-686-3398. 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville -A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday ofthe month. 

Date: Aug.6 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

5T. LAWRENCE 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to 
ALPHA. 

12 
Date: Tuesdays starting Sept. 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Free to all and in-

cludes a delicious meal. 
Contact: Parish office at 315-

769-2469 or go to massenacatho­
lics.com for info or to register. 

DO ITYOUR5ELF RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - 33 DAYS TO MORN­
ING GLORY: A CONSECRATION TO 
JESUS THROUGH MARY - A Do-It­
Yourself Retreat to be held. 

Date: Thursdays starting July 
13 for 5 weeks 

Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6 
Place: Bishop Brzana Hall 
Features: Want to transform 

your work, your marriage, your 
family, and your life, but don't 
have time? Are you looking for the 
quickest, surest, and easiest way 
to holiness, but don't know where 
to begin? In our hectic day and 
time, Pope John Paul II and Bless­
ed Mother Teresa knew that the 
quickest way to be transformed 
into a saint is through a relation­
ship with Our Blessed Mother, 
Mary. we will be offering this do­
it -yourself Retreat Series hosted 
by Father Michael Gaitley of the 

Marian Helpers. Deacon Bill will 
be facilitating this Consecration to 
Jesus through Mary. Books will be 
provided. We accept any donations 
to defray cost. 

Contact: You may sign up on 
the front page of our parish web­
site at our parish website here­
https://ogdensburgcatholics. 
org/33-days-to- mo rn i n g-g lory 
OR you may email or call Deacon 
O'Brien at- billob315@gmail.com 
or 315-528-0461 . 

BINGO 
Canton - The Knights of Colum­
bus will be holding BINGO. 

Date: July 17,24 and 31 
Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 

First call at 7 p.m. 
Place: 30 Miner Street 
Cost: Admission is $5 at the 

door 
Features: Come sit with fam­

ily, bring your friends, enjoy good 
company, have a snack and maybe 
win a game. Maybe even a bonus 
ball game. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devo­
tions for First Saturday. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church 
to have first Saturday Rosary 
Devotion. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima. 
Confessions will be available. Sat­
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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Anti-trafficking filDl tops 'Indiana Jones' 
By Peter Pinedo 
Catholic News Agency 

"Sound of Freedom," an an­
ti-human-trafficking film made 
by Catholic filmmakers Eduardo 
Verastegui and Alejandro Mon­
teverde, had a massively suc­
cessful opening day in which it 
reached No.1 at the box office, 
beating out Disney's fifth "Indi­
ana Jones" installment and rak­
ing in $14.24 million. 

"Sound of Freedom" had an 
overall production budget of 
$14.5 million and only played 
at 2,600 theaters on its July 4 
opening day. Meanwhile, Dis­
ney's "Indiana Jones" had a 
budget of $295 million, played 
at many more theaters, and 
brought in $1 1.69 million on 
July 4. 

Speaking with "EWTN News 
Nightly"'s Tracy Sabol in a June 
30 interview, Verastegui, who 
produced and acted in "Sound 
of Freedom," said the purpose 
of the film was to raise aware­
ness about the 2 million chil­
dren exploited every year in 
the international sex-trafficking 
trade. 

In the film, Jim Caviezel, 

known for "The Passion of the 
Christ" and "The Count of Mon­
te Cristo," plays Homeland Se­
curity agent Tim Ballard, who 
quits his job and puts his life at 
risk to embark on a dangerous 
journey through the Colombian 
jungle to save hundreds of chil­
dren from sex traffickers. 

The film is based on a true 
story. In 2013, Ballard and sev­
eral former government opera­
tives left their jobs to found Op­
eration Underground Railroad 
(O.U.R.), which works around 
the world and in conjunction 
with law enforcement to rescue 
children from slavery and ex­
ploitation. 

Verastegui, a Mexican-born ac­
tor who is best known for faith­
based films such as "Bella" and 
"Little Boy," explained that he 
met Ballard and his team, con­
sisting of former Navy SEALs, 
FBI, and CIA agents, in Los An­
geles eight years ago. 

"When they explained to me 
in detail what these children are 
going through ... " Verastegui 
said, "The pain, the suffering 
of these children, of course on 
one hand I was very inspired by 
their work; on the other hand I 

Around the diocese 

was in shock, I was depressed, I 
couldn't sleep for many days." 

Ballard told him of how many 
of the kidnapped children are 
being "raped 10 to 15 times a 
day" and that "after many years 
they open them and sell their 
organs." 

"He told me the U.S. is the 
No. 1 consumer of child abuse, 
No. 1 consumer of child sex. 
And Mexico is the No. 1 pro­
vider," Verastegui went on. "I 
was in shock, and I asked him: 
'How come, if the United States 
is the most powerful country 
in the world, if you guys have 
the money, the intelligence, the 
technology, the army, the po­
lice, everything, how come we 
don't finish this problem here?' 
And he said: 'Because it's not a 
priority. ", 

Ballard told him that even 
though his group could save 
thousands of children, some­
thing more was needed to help 
the millions of more children 
suffering around the world. 

"I asked myself: 'What can I 
do?'" Verastegui said. 

As a filmmaker and actor, Ve­
rastegui said he has "a weapon 
of mass instruction and inspira-

tion." 
Verastegui felt called to build 

a movement to end child sex 
trafficking. 

"That's when I realized I was 
called to make a movie, but not 
only a movie, I wanted to ded­
icate my life, along with Tim 
and many other soldiers around 
the world, warriors who are not 
afraid to fight, to eradicate child 
trafficking," Verastegui said. 

"We need a movement," he 
said. "Why? Because then we can 
put pressure on government so 
this issue can become a priority. 
And when it becomes a priority, 
then together, society, govern­
ment, entertainment, news me­
dia, we all together, we can end 
this terrible reality." 

The film was originally pro­
duced under 20th Century Fox 
and finished in 2018, but it was 
dropped after Disney bought 
the studio. Only after being ac­
quired by the Christian "Angel 
Studios," known for its TV show 
"The Chosen" did "Sound of 
Freedom" fin'ally make it into 
theaters. 

The film has had shocking 
success and resonated with au­
diences across the country. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Date: Aug.11-13 weekend or Saturday only. Come irondacks. Expect fun family work- giveness, money issues, dealing 

Norfolk - Parish ofthe Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Aug. 13 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - Retreat for adults 
whose parents separated or 
divorced and also for those who 
grew up in single-parent families. 

Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $200 for a shared room or 

$250 for a single room. 
Features: Financial assistance 

is available ... do not let cost pre-
vent you from experiencing the 
healing you deserve. 

Contact: For more information 
or to register for the retreat, please 
contact Steve Tartaglia at starta-
glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920. 

YOUNG ADULTS RETREAT 
Saranac Lake -If you are a young 
adult between the ages of 18 and 
30 something, come away with us 
on retreat at the Camp Guggen-
heim Lodge. 

Date: Aug.11-13 
Cost: $30 per person, but don't 

let the lack of funds stop you from 
attending. 

Features: Come for the entire 

and enjoy the peace of Saranac 
Lake, time for prayer, reflection, 
conversations and silence. Bishop 
LaValley will celebrate the vigil 
Mass on Saturday evening and 
will join us for dinner. Meals will 
be potluck (we will coordinate 
with the participants). 

Contact: Register online at 
www.rcdony.org/yamretreat For 
more information contact Marika 
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.org 
or 315-393-2920 ext. 1380 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Family Guggen-
heim registration is open. 
Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug. 24-27; 
Oct. 6-8 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families of all dimen-
sions to come enjoy a special 
weekend in the beauty of the Ad-

shops and activities that will have with children and a former spouse, 
you working, laughing and pray- and annulment and remarriage. 
ing together. Celebrate Christ's This program is for the newly 
presence in your lives! separated and divorced and those 

Contact: For more information still struggling with issues many 
and to register, go to wwwJcdony. years later. It will help them find 
org/family-life/fg.html or contact answers to their questions, restore 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920, their hope and begin authentic 
startaglia@rcdony.org. healing. 

Contact: To register, go to 
SURVIVING DIVORCE https://www.rcdony.org/sur-
The Family Life Office is offering vivingdivorce. For more informa-
the Surviving Divorce Program in tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at 
Plattsburgh. 315-393-2920. 

Date: 12 weeks starting Aug. 
30 

Place: St. John the XXIII New-
man Center 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta-
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for-



10 COMMENTARY NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
JULY 19,2023 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Planting weeds in God's garden 
The theme of Scrip- this. He spent a whole 

ture readings this Sun- year teaching the world 
day is: "Use power with about the mercy of God, 
clemency." We all have and that God expects all 
power - power of us to imitate 
of authority, the his patience and 
power of person- justice. 
ality, the power In the Gospel, 
of experience. Jesus uses a par-
God has given us able of the weeds 
wonderful gifts and the wheat. 
that we must use "The kingdom of 
with gentleness heaven may be 
and humility. In likened to a man 
the Book of Wis- '----.------' who sowed good 
dom the writer Monsignor Paul seed in his field. 
prai~es God: "But E.Whitmore While everyone 
though you are was asleep, his 
master of might, enemy came and 
you judge with clemen- sowed weeds all through 
cy." Our present Holy the wheat, and then 
Father, Pope Francis, went away." Then Jesus 
is a great example of likens the weeds to evil 

July 23 
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Wisdom 12:13,16-19 

Romans 8:26-27 
Matthew 13: 24-30 

around us. This evil can 
prevent the Word of God 
from growing in our 
hearts and minds, just 
as weeds drain energy 
from the wheat. Add to 
this our own giving in 
to evil temptations and 
sinful actions. Do you 
remember that wonder­
ful comic strip POGO? 
One of Pogo's famous 
sayings was, "We have 
met the enemy, and it 

CALLED TO SERVE 

is us." By our sin and 
pride, we join the ene­
my by planting weeds in 
God's garden of grace. 
And we can then be 
judgmental and lacking 
in mercy toward others. 

Sometimes it's 
through bad example, 
through our failures to 
instruct our children, 
when we fail to help 
our neighbor in need or 
in distress or when we 
fail to support Catholic 
teaching in our conver­
sation or in our actions. 
We need to look into our 
hearts to see in what 
ways we are responsi­
ble. What then? We ask 
the Holy Spirit for the 
grace to repent, to make 

A conversation with mom 
The Joy Of The Gospel 

is an apostolic exhor­
tation written by Pope 
Francis almost a decade 
ago. It was his first apos­
tolic exhortation follow­
ing his election to suc-

ceed Pope Benedict XVI 
as Holy Father in 2013. 

"Apostolic Exhorta-
tions are addresses em­
phatically urging the 
faithful to consider a 
particular spiritual mat-

WI I 
Sf. James School Summer Raffle 

Drawing to be held Sept. 10 at 12:30 p.m. 

• only 350 tickets sold - Donation price of $100 each 
• 2nd Prize: $5000 3rd Prize: $2500 

4th Prize: $1500 5th Prize: $500 
• All tickets will remain "in drum" and eligible for 

every prize drawing!! 
• Winners need NOT be present. 
• NYS Tax documentation will be required . 

Any questions, call 315-287-0114 

If you wish to buy tickets by mail, please fill out the 
form & enclose your check made out to: 

" 
Sf. James School 
164 E Main Street 

Gouverneur, NY 13642 
NAME ______________________________ ___ 
ADDRESS, _______________ _ 

Phone ________________________________ _ 

I Thank you for your support!! L _____________________________ J 

ter or activity, of impor­
tance to the Pontiff," 
says a Boston College 
article explaining differ­
ent types of papal docu­
ments. 

In this case, Pope Fran­
cis "reflects on 
the gap between 
the life we are 
living and the life 
God calls us to 
live." 

Francis writes 
that everything 
we need to know 
about the life 
God calls us to 

saying lunchtime elec­
tronic video chat. Marika 
Donders, the diocesan 
director of the Office of 
the New Evangelization, 
is facilitating the discus­
sions. 

live is found in Deacon 
the Gospel. Jesus Kevin Mastellon 
has brought the 

During Brown 
Bag last week, we 
discussed the sec­
tions dealing with 
the homily. The 
honrrily,according 
to the Catechism, 
is "preaching by 
an ordained min­
ister to explain 
the scriptures 
proclaimed in the 
liturgy and to ex­
hort the people 

reign of God to 
our world through his 
life, death and resurrec­
tion from the dead, and 
it is all chronicled in the 
Gospel. That's why the 
Gospel is called the Good 
News. 

A dozen folks from 
around the diocese are 
reading and reflecting 
together on that writing 
in what is called a Brown 
Bag Discussion. Brown 
Bag is another way of 

to accept them 
as the Word of God. All 
the priests and many 
deacons in our diocese 
preach. 

I was particularly 
drawn to the pope's 
reminder that moth­
er Church preaches, or 
should, like a mother 
teaches her children. 
Those tender moments 
of encouragement and 
correction that mothers 
are so well known for are 

a good confession and 
to change our attitudes. 
As for the evil around 
us, be patient. 

Notice what advice 
the farmer in the para­
ble gives his workers? 
He tells them to let the 
weeds grow with the 
wheat. The harvest-time 
is coming (in other 
words, the final judg­
ment). Jesus tells us. 
Work and pray to change 
hearts. Heavy-handed 
crusaders sometimes do 
more harm than good. 
Use charity, gentle­
ness, good example and 
prayer. Maybe they will 
have a change of heart 
before God has to take 
action. 

filled with love. 
Every mother has a 

unique technique, but 
the motive, to teach the 
child for his or her own 
benefit, is the same. The 
child accepts the wis­
dom, sometimes grudg­
ingly, because he or she 
is loved. 

Like moms, preach­
ers have talents and 
styles. No two preachers 
- priest or deacon - are 
the same. The preacher's 
challenge is to deliver 
the good news using his 
talents to the best of his 
ability. 

"Even if the honrrily at 
times may seem some­
what tediOUS," Pope 
Francis writes, "if this 
maternal and ecclesial 
spirit is present, it will 
always bear fruit, just as 
the tedious counsels of a 
mother bear fruit, in due 
time, in the hearts of her 
children." 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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OBITUARIES 
Alexandria Bay - Shirley A. Ir­
win, 90; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 24,2023 at St. Cyril's Church; 
burial in Highland Park Cemetery. 

Altona - James Lincoln Smith, 80; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 17, 
2023 at holy Angels Church; burial 
in Holy Angels Cemetery. 

Brownville - Nancy E. (Turcotte) 
Horeth, 87; Funeral Services July 
14,2023 at the Reed & Benoit Fu­
neral home, Watertown; burial in 
Brownville Cemetery. 

Canton - Joan A. (LaPrade) Bur­
nett, 77; Funeral Services July 8, 
2023 at the O'Leary Funeral Home; 
burial in St. Patrick's Cemetery, 
Brasher Falls. 

Canton - Michael J. Cunningham, 
62; Funeral Services July 13,2023 
at the Lawrence Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services. 

Canton - Jospeh P. Makowiec, 
96; Mass of Christian Burial July 8, 
2023 at St. Mary's Church; burial in 
Evergreen Cemetery. 

Carthage - Joyce Sochia (Mal­
beuf) Becker, 90; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 15,2023 at St. James 
Church; burial in St. James Ceme­
tery. 

Carthage - Margaret B. (McAlo­
on) Leach, 93; Mass of Christian 

Christian Burial July 15,2023 at St. burial in St. Bernard's Cemetery. 
Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Constableville - Josephine M. 
Benedict Kraeger, 95; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 10, 2023 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in St. Pat­
rick's Cemetery. 

Coopersville - Normand Joli-

Madrid - Clarence A. Cornell, 82; 
Graveside Services July 6,2023 at 
Madrid Cemetery. 

Madrid - Joyce M. White, 80; Fu­
neral Services July 10,2023 at the 
Phillips Memorial Home; burial in 
Madrid Cemetery. 

coeur, 85; Mass of Christian Buri- Malone - Daniel E. Andrews, 71; 
al Aug. 12, 2023 at St. Joseph's Graveside Services Aug. 22, 2023 
Church. at Cedar Grove Old Cemetery, 

Chaumont. 
Coopersville - Caroline M. 
(Trombly) Tetreault, 84; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 7,2023 at St. 
Joseph's Church. 

Copenhagen - Jessie J. Bour­
geois, 41; Private graveside ser­
vices to be held at Brantingham 
Cemetery. 

Ellenburg - Eunice M. (Nichols) 
Silver, 89; Mass of Christian Buri­
al July 10, 2023 at St. Edmund's 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Gouverneur - Mary Ann Paige, 
88; Mass of Christian Burial July 
10,2023 at St. James Church. 

Hogansburg - Alice (Sawatis) 
Cook, 84; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 12,2023 at St. Regis Church; 
burial in St. Lawrence Cemetery, 
St. Regis, QC. 

Mooers Forks - Geraldine (Mor­
rison) Garrand, 95; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial July 7,2023 at St. Ann's 
Church; burial in Town of Ellenburg 
Mausoleum. 

Mooers Forks - Freeman A. La­
Valley, 87; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 10,2023 at St.Ann's Church. 

Morrisonville - Arthur V. Carter, 
83; Mass of Christian Burial July 
10,2023 at St. Alexander's Church; 
burial in Whispering Maples Mau­
soleum, Plattsburgh. 

Ogdensburg - Christopher K. 
Doboze, 70; Mass of Christian Buri­
al July 15, 2023 at Notre Dame 
Church; burial in Oswehatchie Me­
morial Park. 

Burial July 7, 2023 at St. James Hogansburg - Hilda A."Chunny" 

Ogdensburg - Lisa K. (Thomp­
son) Winter, 60; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 14, 2023 at St. Mary's 
Cathedral; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Church. Herne, 85; Mass of Christian Burial 

Carthage - James Pike, 92; Mass 
of Christian Burial Aug. 1, 2023 
at St. James Church; burial in St. 
James Cemetery. 

Chateaugay - MaryJean Deller­
nia, 58; Mass of Christian Burial 

July 14, 2023 at St. Regis Church; 
burial in SUoseph's Cemetery. 

Hopkinton - Anne Regan Fiedler; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 7, 
2023 at Holy Cross Church; burial 
in St. Mary's Cemetery, Potsdam. 

Peru - Blake K. Ferguson, 9; Fu­
neral Services July 9, 2023 at 
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 
Church of the Assumption Ceme­
tery, Redford. 

July 19,2023 at St.Patrick's Church. Lyon Mountain - Brenda L. Peru - Allyson Faye Liberty Nel­
son, 62; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 12, 2023 at St. Augustine's Chateaugay - Janice Ann (Ploof) 

Henderson, 80; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 13,2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Constableville - Theresa Zim­
mer Evans Cataldo, 91; Mass of 

Owen, 72; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 5,2023 at St.Bernard's Church; 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

135 Keyes Avenue 
Watertown' 782-4910 

Church. 

Plattsburgh - Karen Marie 
(Boyce) Roberts, 63; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial July 12,2023 at St. Pe­
ter's Church; burial in Divine Mercy 
Cemetery, Cumberland Head. 

Potsdam - Daniel J. Jenack, 72; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 11, 
2023 at St. Mary's Church. 

Saranac Lake - James Hamilton 
Dalheim, 96; Funeal Services July 
5, 2023 at the Fortune-Keough 
Funeral Home; burial in St. John's 
Cemetery, Lake Clear. 

Tupper Lake - Ruth "Midge" 
(McGillis) LaBrie, 85; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 14, 2023 at 
St. Alphonsus Church; burial in St. 
Alphonsus Cemetery. 

Watertown - Raymond "Mikey" 

Come Jr., Mass of Christian Burial 
July 18,2023 at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart; burial in Brookside 
Cemetery. 

Watertown - Marjorie M. (Gag­
niere) Chiappone, 88; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 11, 2023 at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. 

Watertown - Donna M. Leana, 
74; Mass of Christian Burial July 
17, 2023 at St. Anthony's Church; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Gloria Ferne (Wil­
son) Piazza, 93; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 12,2023 at Holy Family 
Church. 

Watertown - Elizabeth "Bet­
ty" (Topping) Schatz, 97; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 8,2023 at Sa­
cred Heart Church; burial in Maple 
Grove Cemetery, Waterloo. 

------------------
Diocesan Directories 

now available! 
,.----------, 

2023·2024 The Official 2023-2024 
Directory of the 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 
includes detailed 

information about 
parishes, schools and 

other Catholic 
organizations. 

Oiocese of 
Ogdensburg 

Directory 
The Roman Catholic DiooeIe 01 

Northem New Yorll: 

2023-2024 Directories now available! 
Online at www.northcountrycatholic.org 
for faster delivery or fill out form below 

(Please cut out and send entire ad) 

Make checks paya ble to 
North Country Catholic 

PO Box 106 
Canajoharie, NY 13317 

(please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in form) 

I Enclosed is my check for $ __ for ___ directories I 

I I I Name ______________________________ _ 

I Address ____________________________ __ 
I 

I City State __ Zip 
~-----------------------~ 
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Ilur Diocese fulfills 
missionary hopes 

every day 
by supporting: 

• T winninllinitiative with 
Latakia, Syria 

• latin America Appeal 
~--------, --------,l . Relief to Ukraine 

?)' I. • Former mission 'parish, 
. Saint Martin de Porres (: G in Mollendo. Peru 

MPDO Summer Campaign 2023. 
Collection dates July 29-30. 

Give local and gleen gobal good. 
Support our Missions. 

Clip off the coupon below and mail with your Gift 

Accept my gift towards the MPDO 2023 Campaign. Know that I am supporting 
projects around the world that our Bishop deems necessary. 

Name: ____________________ _ 

Address:, ___________________ _ 

City: ________ State, ___ Zip ______ _ 

Phone E-mail _________ _ 

Amount enclosed $ ____ _ 

Mail to: 
Missionary Projects of the Diocese of Ogdensburg Campaign 

PO Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
Thank you for supporting the Mission Office 


