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Bill to end federal death 
penalty introduced 

By Daniel Payne 
Catholic News Agency 

Congressional Democrats introduced 
a bill to abolish the federal death penal­
ty, calling the policy "state-sanctioned 
murder" and "deeply flawed." 

Massachusetts Rep. Ayanna Pressley 
and Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin said in a 
press release that the Federal Death 
Penalty Prohibition Act of 2023 "would 
end the use of the death penalty by the 
federal government." 

"Specifically, the bill would prohibit 
the imposition of the death penalty as 
punishment for any violation of fed­
erallaw and would require the re-sen­
tencing of those previously sentenced 
to death row," the release said. 

The measure was first introduced 
by the pair in 2019 after the Trump 
administration announced the re­
sumption of the federal death penalty. 
Trump's administration carried out a 
total of 13 executions. 

The legislation is co-sponsored by 
several dozen representatives and sen­
ators and has attracted the support of 
over 400 organizations, including the 
Catholic Mobilizing Network. 

Krisanne Murphy, the executive di­
rector of the group, said in the press 
release that "as Catholics who believe 
in the inviolability of human dignity, 
we understand that we can't build a 
culture of life under a federal govern­
ment that can put people to death." 

"We support the Federal Death Penal­
ty Prohibition Act, which would eradi­
cate this flawed and morally bankrupt 
system, and open up the possibility for 
more healing forms of justice," Mur­
phy wrote. 

Durbin himself is Catholic, though he 
is also a proponent of abortion rights. 

The Catholic Church has long been 
opposed to the imposition of the death 
penalty. The United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops has argued that the 
state "has the recourse to impose the 
death penalty upon criminals convict­
ed of heinous crimes if this ultimate 
sanction is the only available means to 
protect society from a grave threat to 
human life." 

Capital punishment "should not be 
exercised when other ways are avail­
able to punish criminals and to protect 
society that are more respectful of hu­
man life," the bishops wrote. 

Virginia trans gender policies 
emphasize parental rights 

By Daniel Payne 
Catholic News Agency 

New education poli­
cies issued by the ad­
ministration of Virginia 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
this week affirm that 
parents in the state 
will enjoy broad over­
sight of their children 
while they are emolled 
in public schools, with 
the state settling several 
key questions related to 
school policies regard­
ing transgender-identi­
fying students. 

The model policies 
released by the gov­
ernment say education 
rules "shall be drafted 
to safeguard parents' 

rights with respect to 
their child and to fa­
cilitate the exercise of 
those rights." 

Schools "shall respect 
parents' values and be­
liefs," the policy says, 
with parents permitted 
to "make the best de­
cisions with respect to 
their children," while 
schools will be required 
to "keep parents in­
formed about their chil­
dren's well-being." 

The guidance, an up­
date from a version re­
leased in September 
2022, comes after sever­
al years of contentious 
debate in Virginia and 
other states over the ex­
tent to which education 

officials can implement 
transgender ideology 
within schools. 

Transgenderism con­
tends that males and 
females, including chil­
dren, should be treat­
ed as a member of the 
opposite sex if they 
declare themselves to 
"identify" as such. Many 
districts and individu­
al schools around the 
country in recent years 
have pushed aggres­
Sively to make this ide­
ology a normalized part 
of both curricula and 
school policies, up to 
and including hiding a 
student's self-declared 
transgender identity 
from his or her parents. 

WORLD/NATION 7 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Argentine priest is Pope Francis' new personal secretary 
(CNA) - Archbishop Jorge Garcfa Cuerva of Buenos Aires, Argentina,on 
July 17 announced that Pope Francis has appointed a priest from the 
Buenos Aires Archdiocese, Father Daniel Pellizzon, 40, to act as his per­
sonal secretary. Pellizzon will replace Father Gonzalo Aemilius in the 
position. Garda said Pellizzon will travel to Rome at the beginning of 
August to begin his new role. The archbishop offered his prayer for the 
priest as he begins "this new mission entrusted to the service of the 
Church."Pellizzon was born Jan. 24, 1983, in Buenos Aires. In 2011 and 
2012 he collaborated with Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio - the archbishop 
at that time - in organizing his personal archives. 

Cardinal meets with Biden to discuss work in Ukraine 
(CNA) -Italian Cardinal Matteo Zuppi met with President Joe Biden 
Tuesday evening to discuss the Vatican's humanitarian efforts in war­
torn Ukraine. A statement from the White House following the two­
and-a-half-hour meeting read:"They ... discussed the Holy See's ef­
forts providing humanitarian aid to address the widespread suffering 
caused by Russia's continuing aggression in Ukraine,as well as the Vat­
ican's advocacy for the return of forcibly deported Ukrainian children." 
The Ukrainian government says Russia forcibly deported thousands 
of Ukrainian children to Russia after the invasion last year. In April, 
Pope Francis said the Holy See intends to help facilitate the return of 
Ukrainian children. "It is a question of humanity before it is a question 
of the spoils of war or a displacement caused by war,"the pope said. 

Bishops warn against change to definition of brain death 
(CNA) - The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 
a key Catholic bioethics group are both warning of a potential rewrit­
ing of U.S. law to broaden the definition of brain death,a revision they 
claim relies on "deficient medical criteria."The USCCB and the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center said in a joint letter this month that the Uni­
form Law Commission was moving to revise the definition of whole­
brain death without relying on "compelling scientific evidence" to do 
so. The Uniform Law Commission (ULC) is a nonprofit group based in 
Chicago that drafts model legislation for U.S. lawmakers. The group 
says on its website that it "provides states with nonpartisan, well-con­
ceived, and well-drafted legislation that brings clarity and stability 
to critical areas of state statutory law."The ULC met last week for its 
annual meeting. Among the items of debate at the gathering was a 
slate of revisions to the Uniform Determination of Death Act, a law 
proposed by the ULC in 1981 and adopted by most states. Among po­
tential revisions is a proposal to replace the brain-death standard of 
"irreversible cessation" of key brain or respiratory functions with one 
in which permanent "coma" and "loss of brainstem reflexes" could be 
counted as death. In their letter, the Catholic bishops and the bioethics 
center argue that the rewrite "would replace the standard of whole 
brain death with one of partial brain death." 
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CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 
ROAST BEEF DINNER 
Lyon Mountain - Roast Beef 
dinner to be held. 

Date: July 29 
Time: 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Place: American Legion Post 

1623 
Cost: Adults, $15; Children un­

der12,$10 
Features: Roast beef, mashed 

potatoes, green beans, roll and 
dessert. 

Contact: Dine in or take out 
518-735-9998. 

BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL 
Altona - St. Ann's and Holy 
Angels Church will have Blueberry 
festival breakfast buffet. 

Date: July 30 
Time: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Place: Holy Angels Hall 
Cost: Adults, $10;Children 6-12, 

$5; 5 and under, Free 
Features: Blueberry Pancakes, 

Regular Pancakes, French Toast, 
Sausage, Eggs and Homefries Cof­
fee, Orange Juice, Milk and Water. 
Take-Outs Available. Bake Sale, 
Basket Raffle, 50/50 Raffle, Pop 
Corn and Cotton Candy 

Contact: For more info., Please 
call the Parish Office at 518 236 
5632 

FOUNDATION DAY 
Ellenburg - Our Lady ofthe Ad­
irondacks House of Prayer warmly 
invites you to their Annual 
Foundation Day with the theme 
"In Him, You are Also Being Built 
Together': 

Date: Aug.5 
Schedule: The day begins early 

at 8 a.m. with First Saturday Devo­
tions, followed by Welcome and 
Music at 9 a.m. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available. 
Guest speaker, Darcy Fargo, Edi­
tor of the North Country Catholic, 
will present at 9:30 a.m. and the 
Celebration of Saturday Morning 
Mass begins at 10:30 a.m. with 
The Rev. Terry R. LaValley, Bishop 
of Ogdensburg. All are invited to 
a delicious luncheon following the 
Mass. 

Contact: Please call Sarah An-

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be received in the NCC offi ce by the Wednesday before publication. 

derson for more information at 
518-534-9976. 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
FOUNDATION COURSE 
Plattsburgh - Using the Westberg 
Institute for Faith Community 
Nursing curriculum, this course 
is open to RN's or other persons 
interested in health ministry in 
their church or community. 

Schedule: Oct. 12 and Nov. 9 at 
St. Joseph's Community Outreach 
Center; Oct. 19, 26 and Nov. 2 will 
be virtual via Zoom (AilS sessions 
are required) 

Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Features: Faith Community 

Nurses (Parish Nurses) provide 
health education and counseling, 
serve as patient advocates and 
connect patients to resources in 
the community. They care for the 
whole person - body, mind and 
spirit - with a particular focus on 
the spiritual. Mercy Care's Faith 
Community Nurse Program is a 
volunteer program. Nurses may 
choose the number of hours they 
are able to give. Mercy Care will 
provide the training, support and 
networking with other nurses or 
health ministers who are called to 
take on this role. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Lexi Bevilacqua at abev­
ilacqua@adkmercy.org or 518-
523-5446 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville -A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday ofthe month. 

Date: Aug.6 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

EVENING OF SACRED MUSIC 
Clayton - Please join us as we per­
form music honoring our church's 
namesake, St. Mary. 

Date: Aug.6 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Vincent Kinnard, or-

gan; Kathryn Ingerson, soprano; 
Catherine Delaney Hungerford, 
clarinet; Turning Point Men's Bar­
bershop Chorus; St. Mary's Church 
Choir. A light reception will follow 
in St. Mary's parish center. This is 
a free event. A free-will offering 
supporting the music ministry is 
appreciated. 

Contact: For more info, contact 
St. Mary's parish office at 315-686-
3398. 

S1. MARY'S GALA AND RAFflE 
Clayton - St. Mary's Church to 
have their annual Gala and raffle. 

Date: Aug.8 
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 10 
Place: Cerow Arena at the Town 

of Clayton Recreational Park 
Features: Your $100 ticket is 

good for dinner for 2 and 2 drinks 
and enters you in all drawings. 

Contact: For more informa­
tion and tickets, contact St. Mary's 
parish office at 521 James Street, 
Clayton or 315-686-3398. 

BLESSING OF FLOWERS, HERBS 
AND GRAINS 
Houseville - St. Hedwig's Church 
will observe the Polish custom of 
blessing flowers, herbs and grains 
at the celebration of the Mass, to 
honor our Blessed Mother, Matka 
Boska Zielna, Our Lady of the 
Greens. 

Date: Aug. 13 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Features: There are over 2,000 

plants named after our Blessed 
mother. All are welcome to bring 
bouquets, pots, vases and stalks 
of flowers, herbs and grains and 
place them in front of the altar. 
These blessed items can be taken 
to the home or cemetery or given 
as gifts. An ice cream social for all 
will be held in the church hall after 
the Mass. 

Contact: 315-348-6260 for 
more information. 

SILAWRENCE 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to 
ALPHA. 

12 
Date: Tuesdays starting Sept. 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Free to all and in-

cludes a delicious meal. 
Contact: Parish office at 315-

769-2469 or go to massenacatho­
lics.com for info or to register. 

BINGO 
Canton - The Knights of Colum­
bus will be holding BINGO. 

Date: July 24 and 31 
Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 

First call at 7 p.m. 
Place: 30 Miner Street 
Cost: Admission is $5 at the 

door 
Features: Come sit with fam­

ily, bring your friends, enjoy good 
company, have a snack and maybe 

win a game. Maybe even a bonus 
ball game. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devo­
tions for First Saturday. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church 
to have first Saturday Rosary 
Devotion. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima. 
Confessions will be available. Sat­
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Aug. 13 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - Retreat for adults 
whose parents separated or 
divorced and also for those who 
grew up in single-parent families. 

Date: Aug.11-13 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $200 for a shared room or 

$250 for a single room. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 



NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC ENTERTAINMENT 9 
JULY 26, 2023 

'The Chosen' gets waiver to fillD during strike 
By Joe Bukuras 
Catholic News Agency 

Filming of the fourth season 
of "The Chosen," the popu­
lar Christian television se­
ries about Jesus and his dis­
ciples, will continue after a 
union granted the production 
an exemption from its strike 
against major Hollywood stu­
dios. 

The strike was announced 
July 13 by the SAG-AFTRA, 
the union of the Screen Ac­
tors Guild and the American 
Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists that represents 
more than 160,000 members 
such as actors, journalists, 
and singers. 

"The Chosen" initially said 
on Twitter that it was affect­
ed by the strike because it 
employs actors who are mem-

bers of the SAG, which, ac­
cording to Deadline, includes 
Jonathan Roumie, the actor 
who plays the role of Christ. 

Responding to questions 
online, the show said that it 
requested an exemption be­
cause it is privately funded. 

The show said on Twitter 
Sunday that it had been grant­
ed a "waiver" and filming 
would continue on Monday. 
Deadline confirmed that film­
ing continued on Monday and 
"is due to wrap in two weeks." 

"To be clear: 1. We've agreed 
to all of SAG's requests and 
their interim agreement. 2. 
Season 4 is entirely indepen­
dent and 100% funded by do­
nations," the show said in a 
tweet on Sunday. 

"The Chosen" is the first re­
ported series to be granted an 
exemption from the strike, ac-

Around the diocese 

cording to Deadline. 
In its original announce­

ment about the pause in 
filming due to the strike, di­
rector Dallas Jenkins said on 
the show's Twitter account: 
"Unfortunately, despite the 
requested work we did on 
our end, an exemption for us 
will not be granted in time 
to avoid a shutdown. We will 
do a little filming tomorrow 
of everything that doesn't re­
quire our cast, and then we'll 
wait and hope that either the 
strike ends (unlikely soon), or 
that we're granted an exemp­
tion and can resume filming." 

"Yes, it's upsetting and will 
cost time and money ... but 
we bring our 5 loaves & 2 fish. 
God handles the rest," Jen­
kins added. 

SAG-AFTRA's strike is in re­
sponse to failed negotiations 

with the Alliance of Motion 
Picture & Television Produc­
ers (AMPTP), which represents 
major studios such as NBCU­
niversal, Disney, Netflix, and 
others. 

According to the SAG-AF­
TRA, inflation and a major 
shift to streaming media have 
struck the industry, negative­
ly affecting workers' compen­
sation. 

The AMPTP has "refused to 
offer a fair agreement that 
addresses these existential 
threats," the SAG-AFTRA said. 

On July 16, "The Chosen" 
began airing on the CW Net­
work, a major broadcasting 
television station. 

Its first three seasons will air 
there, with the Season Three 
finale available on Christmas 
Eve. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
Features: Financial assistance 

is available ... do not let cost pre­
vent you from experiencing the 
healing you deserve. 

Contact: Register online at 
www.rcdony.org/yamretreat For 
more information contact Marika 
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.org 
or 315-393-2920 ext. 1380 

Plattsburgh. tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
315-393-2920. Ogdensburg - Our Lady ofthe Ro­

sary Healing Retreat for Women 

Contact: For more information 
or to register for the retreat, please 
contact Steve Tartaglia at starta­
glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920. 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 
Saranac Lake -If you are a young 
adult between the ages of 18 and 
30 something, come away with us 
on retreat at the Camp Guggen­
heim Lodge. 

Date: Aug.11-13 
Cost: $30 per person, but don't 

let the lack of funds stop you from 
attending. 

Features: Come for the entire 
weekend or Saturday only. Come 
and enjoy the peace of Saranac 
Lake, time for prayer, reflection, 
conversations and silence. Bishop 
LaValley will celebrate the vigil 
Mass on Saturday evening and 
will join us for dinner. Meals will 
be potluck (we will coordinate 
with the participants). 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Family Guggen­
heim registration is open. 

Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug. 
24-27; Oct. 6-8 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families of all dimen­
sions to come enjoy a special 
weekend in the beauty of the Ad­
irondacks. Expect fun family work­
shops and activities that will have 
you working, laughing and pray­
ing together. Celebrate Christ's 
presence in your lives! 

Contact: For more information 
and to register, go to www.rcdony. 
org/family-life/fg.html or contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920, 
startaglia@rcdony.org. 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program in 

Date: 12 weeks starting Aug. 
30th 

Place: St. John the XXIII New­
man Center 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta­
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for­
giveness, money issues, dealing 
with children and a former spouse, 
and annulment and remarriage. 
This program is for the newly 
separated and divorced and those 
still struggling with issues many 
years later. It will help them find 
answers to their questions, restore 
their hope, and begin authentic 
healing. 

Contact: To register, go to 
https://www.rcdony.org/sur­
vivingdivorce. For more informa-

~~~ 
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For More Information, Visit Our Web Page 

at: "",,~barstonmotors.com 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD to be held. 
Saranac Lake -If you (or a friend) 
are suffering after an abortion, 
you're not alone. Consider partic­
ipating in Rachel's Vineyard After 
Abortion Healing Retreat. 

Date: Sept. 15-17 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Contact: For more information, 

contact the Respect life office. 
Registration is online at rcdony. 
org/pro-life.lf you'd like to attend 
a retreat in another location visit 
www.rachelsvineyard.org for a 
list of locations. Don't suffer alone. 
Help is available. 

Date: Oct. 5-8 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $275 per person, $100 

Deposit 
Features: Retreat for women 

18 years or older. Registrations 
begin July 1,2023 

Contact: For more informa­
tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
651-6895 or go to https://www. 
rcdony.org/ourlady. Donations 
accepted to by payable to OLRHR 
and sent to Wadhams hall. 

.Yit;lfl(}ftt J6,tri f!}fl(tp 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

An understanding heart 
I heard a good sto- man wished he were 

ry the other day about home with his wife, 
three men ma- while the second 
rooned on a des- man wished he 
ert island who could be with his 
were fishing. children again. 
Suddenly their The third man 
hook caught said to he genie, 
some seaweed "I'm so lone-
with a sealed ly now, I wish 
jar at the other my companions 
end. When they were back here 
opene~ the jar, LM-on-s-ig-n-or-p-a-ul-----' with me." 
a geme popped E. Whitmore Don't you get 
out. In gratItude sick of all the 
for being freed, commercials that 
the genie offered each offer you complete hap­
man a wish. The first piness if you buy this 

July 30 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
1 Kings 3:5,7-12 
Romans 8:28-30 

Matthew 13:44-52 

luxury automobile, or 
go on a month's cruise 
through the Caribbe­
an ... . or buy a house on 
the ocean in Florida? 

Our first reading to­
day is about a dream 
the King David's son, 
Solomon, had one night. 
God said, "Ask anything 

CALLED TO SERVE 

of me and I will give it 
to you." Instead of gold 
or fame, Solomon asked 
God for "an understand­
ing heart." God was so 
pleased, along with that 
understanding heart, he 
made Solomon the wis­
est king that ever lived. 

In today's Gospel, Je­
sus offers for free eter­
nal life, eternal happi­
ness in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Jesus uses 
wonderful examples 
that people can under­
stand: a pearl of great 
price, buried treasure, 

A day on the links 
The Malone Golf and 

Country Club is a mag­
nificent facility. The 
club house alone de­
serves platitudes. The 
golf courses, there are 

two, are challenging and 
beautiful. 

I butchered the East 
Course at the annual 
clergy golf tournament 
a week ago. My reward 

",VEST FOR PRIESTS 
WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY? a= 

a= 
~ 

= a= 
~ 

~ 
~ 
Z 
o 
:I 
~ :z: ... 

I 
- PRAYER SUGGESTlON-

o Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live Replace him with yourself. 
in (name a priest), act in hi m, Incl ine him to constant adoration 
speak in and through him. Th ink and thanksg iving; pray in and 
your thoughts in his mind, love through him. Let him live 
through his heart. Gi ve him your in you and keep him in this 
own dispos itions and feelings. intimate uni on always. 0 Mary, 
Teach, lead and guide him always Immaculate Conception, Mother 
Correct, enligh ten and expand his of Jesus and Mother of 
thoughts and behavior. Possess priests, pray and p.ugUs>1 
his soul; take over his entire intercede fo r ( ... ) 

~ 
personality and life . Amen 

AUGUST 
DIOCESE or 2023 Immaculate 
OGDENSBURG, NY Heart 
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was a towel for most but we had a good time. 
double bogies. That's The afternoon/ eve­
golf talk for "not good." ning ends with a very 

There were priests and tasty dinner and awards, 
deacons from through- like my towel. 
out the diocese and a few There is no winner's 
friends of clergy. ,--------, purse. There is 
We participated nothing on the 
in the event or- line except a 
chestrated each good time, vis-
year by the ebul- iting with some 
lient Monsignor old friends we 
Dennis Duprey do not see very 
and the equally often and breath-
charming Father ing in the usually 
Kevin McEwan. healthy air. I did 

This year, the Deacon not even notice 
tournament got Kevin Mastellon the Canadian for-
off to a rocky est fire smoke. 
start because of I had on a 
the weather. Our group shirt with an embroi­
of four left the western dered deacon emblem (a 
part of the North Coun- cross and stole). Come 
try at around 6:30 a.m. to think of it, I was the 
for an anticipated tee only person wearing 
time, the time golfers anything that hinted at 
start golfing, of 10:30 church connection. 
a.m. Everyone else was in 

Wet grounds and the "civvies." That should 
occasional downpour tell you something about 
moved the start time for this gathering. It was for 
the first clergy golfers to fun. No shop talk. 
noon. Our group started There was no hand 
our 18-hole adventure wringing about how we 
around 1 p.m. It usually get more folks to step 
takes about four hours up and assume a great­
to finish 18 holes. We er role in the life of the 
were longer than that, church. There was no 
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and a rich catch of fish. 
How his listeners' eyes 
must have sparkled at 
His words! 

If we choose, God will 
give us, too, an under­
standing heart, a wise 
heart, that will help us 
to throwaway anything 
sinful that could dis­
tract us from the Trea­
sure of Grace that will 
help us to obtain that 
Kingdom. When God 
offers us a gift, He will 
always provide whatev­
er is necessary for us to 
obtain it. 

discussion about ways 
to attract more voca­
tions to the priestly or 
diaconallives. 

This was a day to re­
lax. It accomplished the 
goal. 

Refreshed and re­
newed these men of the 
cloth can get back to the 
tasks of explaining how 
reorganization of debt 
is good in the long run, 
how the adult faith for­
mation program will be 
organized for the next 
year, how the leak in the 
roof will get fixed and 
what to do about the 
problem of requested 
Mass intentions outpac­
ing the number of Mass­
es. 

Thank you for a ter­
rific day. I will learn be­
fore next year to keep 
my head down and slow 
my swing. All that oth­
er stuff will get fixed. 
Somehow. 

Deacon Kevin Mastel­
Ion ministers in Water­
town. He is the Director 
of Permanent Deacons 
for the Diocese of Og­
densburg. 
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Serving those 
most in need 

The streets are deserted and inaccessible, there 
is no public transportation or electricity, and wa­
ter is becoming scarce. War that began on April 15 
in Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, between the Su­
danese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) and has spread to many other cities in 
Sudan. However, little is known about the conflict 
because of the limited movement of people. The lit­
tle information available comes from the mission­
aries who have remained close to the population. 
Among these are the Daughters of Mary Help of 
Christians (FMA) who, together with the Salesians, 
despite the difficulties, continue to serve the poor­
est and most needy population, giving food and 
shelter to several hundred people and also caring 
for the injured. 

According to reports, the sisters have "trans­
formed" their primary school in Shajara, 7 km from 
Khartoum, into a space where children can play 
during the day and give them shelter at night to­
gether with their respective mothers. The sisters 
opened their classrooms and their residence for the 
poor. Every day about 80 poor children of different 
ages, together with their mothers, live in the sis­
ters' complex. 

The sisters provide food during the day to all 
those who are hosted by them and offer breakfast 
daily to about 300 poor children and people who 
live around their residence. In addition to the ac­
tivities with the children, the FMA have also begun 
an apostolate with the sick and injured. "Every day, 
between 15 and 20 injured patients come to the sis­
ters' residence for medical help," they say from the 
home. 

FMAs living in Shajara opened their presence in 
1989. There are five sisters and are currently the 
only representatives of the Catholic Church in the 
vicinity of the Sudanese capital. 

The Salesians in Sudan have two presences in the 
city of Khartoum - the vocational school and the 
parish of St Joseph - and another in the city of EI 
Obeid, 500 kilometres from Khartoum. "All three 
have been closed due to insecurity and the dangers 
that lie ahead," explained a missionary. The Sale­
sians from these communities have left the coun­
try, with the exception of the director of the voca­
tional school, who has moved to the FMA residence 
in Shajara, where he collaborates in the initiatives 
that are carried out to help the needy. 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

OBITUARIES 
Altona - Jane M. (Harris) Graves, 
60; Mass of Christian Burial July 
24,2024 at Holy Angels Church. 

Au Sable Forks - Gary Burdo, 70; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 20, 
2023 at Holy Name Church; burial 
in Fairview Cemetery. 

Chateaugay - Mary Jean 
Dellernia, 58; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 19,2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church; burial in St. Patrick's 
Cemetery. 

Chazy - Roger F. Miller, 85; Mass 
of Christian Burial July 20,2023 at 
Sacred Heart Church. 

Constable - Yvonne E. (Gokey) 
Spinner, 83; Private Services to 
be held; burial in St. George's 
Cemetery, Burke, 

Dexter - Lucille (Pound) Marvin, 
80; Services to be held at a later 
date. 

Hogansburg - Larry"Lamont" 
Arquette, 59; <ass of Christian 
Burial July 20,2023 at St. Regis 
Church. 

Houseville - Donald G. Crofoot, 
96; Mass of Christian Burial July 
22,2023 at St. Hedwig's Church; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery, Port 
Leyden. 

Massena - Rowena (Fregoe) Tyo, 
98; Mass of Christian Burial July 
17,2023 at Sacred Heart Church; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Gail M. (Jen-
nette) Snyder, 75Graveside 
Services July 29,2023 at St. 
Alexander's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Joyce E. (Hogle) 
Mallette, 94; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 18,2023 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in Oswe-
gatchie Mausoleum. 

Ogdensburg - Ruth E. (Wells) 
Pearson, 80; Funeral Services July 
24,2023 at Fox & Murray Funeral 
Home; burial in Oswegatchie 
Mausoleum. 

Ogdensburg - Theresa Mary 
(Fisher) Vine, 58; Funeral Services 
July 18,2023 atthe Frary Funeral 
Home. 

Peru - Robert J. Meier, 71; Fu-
neral Services July 19,2023 at the 
Hamilton Funeral Home. 

Plattsburgh - Arthur LaJoy, Jr., 
89; Mass of Christian Burial July 
28,2023 at St. Peter's Church; 
burial St. Peter's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Otis Sawyers, 53; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 21, 

NEWS 11 

The 39 graduates of Lake Placid 
Central High gathered for a 
Baccalaureate Service on June 
21. Out of a class of 39 stu-
dents, the five who began their 
schooling from kindergartner 
to third grade at St. Agnes all 
graduated as members of the 
National Honor Society! The 
school motto, "St. Agnes School 
is the Smartest Start for Your 
Child" seems evident! The five 
honor graduates, Andrew Scanio 
(salutatorian) Christopher Byrne, 
Grace Erickson, Bailey Smith and 
Grace Carlson, are pictured with 
Father John R. Yonkovig, parish 
pastor. 

2023 at Stjohn's Church; burial in 
St. Peter's Cemetery. 

Rosiere - Henry"Tyke"Wood,46; 
Mass of Christian Burial July 19, 
2023 at St. Vincet de Paul Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Sackets Harbor - Richard R. 
Bucci, 88; Memorial Mass July 26, 
2023 at St. Andrews Church. 

Ticonderoga - Dale J. Peters, 
61; Funeral Services July 18,2023 
at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral 
Home; burial St. Mary's Parish 
Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Rachel M. 
Thompson, 31; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 20,2023 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in Valley View 
Cemetery. 

Tupper Lake - Mary Cather-
ine"Cal" Fletcher, 93; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 19,2023 at 
St. Alphonsus Church; burial in St. 
Alphonsus Cemetery, 

Tupper Lake - Patricia Eileen 
Flint Francisco, 90; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 17,2023 at St. 
Alphonsus Church. 

Tupper Lake - Tai McLear, 24; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 17, 
2023 at St.Alphonsus Church, 
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FACES OF 
FAITH 

"Stellar VBS 2023," the vacation Bible school hosted by the Catholic Community of Burke and 
Chateau~ay, was out of this world! The parish. Adult helpers were Father Medenel Angrand, 
seminarian Kevin McCuliouch, Deacon Brian Dwyer, Monique Dwyer, Dale and Anne Selkirk, Jamie 
O'Dell, Kristin Carter, Kristin Parmeter, Nichole Gokey, Barbara LaBare, and Hannah Monette.Youth 
helpers included Angela Dwyer, Ainsley Crawford, Anna Dalton, Luke Dalton, Zoey Carter, Reegan 
Morin, Paul Dwyer, and Payton Parmeter. The program was also supported by parish prayers and 
donations. 

Graduates ofTrinity Catholic School in Massena. 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg Vocation Society (DOVS) recently held a 
raffle to raise funds to support its mission of promoting vocations 
to the ordained ministry and consecrated life. Pictured are Phil and 
Mary Shatraw, both DOVS members, drawing the lucky winners. The 
winners ofthe raffle are: 
• Eyland Restaurant $100 Certificate· Elizabeth Tarbox from Colton 
• Donovan's Steak and Ale $100 Certificate· M. Coons from Syracuse 
• 6 gallon shop·vac· James Regan from Colton 
• Basket of wine· Carl and Mary Garrand from Brushton 

The Guggenheim staff built a brand new GaGa ball pit this past week­
end with the help of alumni staff members Andrew Lauria and Drew 
Benware. It is an exciting game that have become popular at schools 
and camps around the country. Week 2 and 3 campers have enjoyed 
using the pit. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

Read local stories and commentaries 
Search archived papers 

• View diocesan events and much more ~ 

IJFind us on Facebook! ~ 


