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HEARTY FAMILY BREAKFAST
Ellenburg - Sponsored through
the kind hearts of the Knights of
Columbus, Catholic Daughters of
America, and Altar Rosary Society
of Ellenburg to benefit Our Lady
of the Adirondacks House of
Prayer, a Hearty Family Breakfast
is offered.

Date: July 9

Time: 8a.m.to 1p.m.

Place: St.Edmund’s Parish

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 6-12,
$5;5and under, Free

Menu: Pancakes with real
North Country Maple Syrup, Sau-
sage an Ham, Scrambled Eggs and
Home Fries with 0J, Coffee (reg
and decaf), Tea and Milk.

PATTERNS OF DISCIPLESHIP
Mooers Forks — A day of sharing
and reflection on what it means
to be a disciple and say YES to the
Lord’s invitation to follow him.
Date: July 15
Time: 10 a.m.to 2 p.m.
Place: St. Ann’s Hall
Speaker: Marika Donders
Contact: Sign up by calling the
Parish Office at 518 236 5632.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
Ellenburg — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks invite you to First
Saturday Communal Devotions.
Schedule: Aug.5, Sept.2,0ct.7
Time: 9a.m.to 10a.m.
Features: You are warmly
invited to join us as we pray for
peace by meeting the conditions
of this powerful devotion made in
reparation to our Lady’s Immacu-
late Heart.
Contact: For more information,
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976.

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30 antic-
ipated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

and the Holy Souls, Novena in
Honor of Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal, Chaplet of Divine Mer-
¢y, The Reparation Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin Mary with private
meditation on the 15 Mysteries of
the Rosary, Adoration of the Bless-
ed Sacrament reposed in the Tab-

ernacle, and Praﬁers for the Holi

Father and his intentions.
ST. MARY’S GALA AND RAFFLE

Clayton — St.Mary’s Church to
have their annual Gala and raffle.

Date: Aug.5

Time: 5:30 p.m.to 10

Place: Cerow Arena at the Town
of Clayton Recreational Park

Features: Your $100 ticket is
good for dinner for 2 and 2 drinks
and enters you in all drawings.

Contact: For more informa-
tion and tickets, contact St. Mary’s
parish office at 521 James Street,

ST.LAWRENCE
(layton or 315-686-3398.
BINGO

(Canton — The Knights of Colum-
bus will be holding BINGO.

Date: July 3,10,17,24 and 31

Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m.,
First call at 7 p.m.

Place: 30 Miner Street

Cost: Admission is $5 at the
door

Features: Come sit with fam-
ily, bring your friends, enjoy good

company, have a snack and maybe
win a game. Maybe even a bonus
ball game.

PATRIOTIC ROSARY
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary
will host a patriotic rosary.

Date: July 4

Time: 7:45 a.m., before daily
Mass

Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral

Features: This lovely prayer
will include patriotic music,
prayers for our country, as well as
prayer for our elected officials and
for the citizens of each individual
state.

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: July 9 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

DO ITYOURSELF RETREAT
Ogdensburg - 33 DAYSTO MORN-
ING GLORY: A CONSECRATIONTO
JESUS THROUGH MARY - A Do-It-
Yourself Retreat to be held.

Date: Thursdays starting July
13 for 5 weeks

Time: 4:30 p.m.to 6

Place: Bishop Brzana Hall

Features: Want to transform
your work, your marriage, your
family, and your life, but don't
have time? Are you looking for
the quickest, surest, and easiest
way to holiness, but don’t know
where to begin? In our hectic
day and time, Pope John Paul Il
and Blessed Mother Teresa knew
that the quickest way to be trans-
formed into a saint is through
a relationship with Our Blessed
Mother, Mary. we will be offering
this do-it-yourself Retreat Series
hosted by Fr.Michael Gaitley of the
Marian Helpers. Deacon Bill will be
facilitating this Consecration to
Jesus through Mary. Books will be
provided.We accept any donations
to defray cost. Thank you. All are
welcome to join us! We hope to
see YOU there.

Contact: You may sign up on
the front page of our parish web-
site at our parish website here-
https://ogdensburgcatholics.
org/33-days-to-morning-glory
OR you may email or call Deacon
0'Brien at- billob315@gmail.com
or 315-528-0461.

TRIVIA NIGHT
Canton — St.Mary’s Church to
have their second trivia night.
Date: July 15
Time: Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Place: St.Mary’s parish center
Cost: $20 per person, includes
2 alcoholic beverages (beer or
wine), 2 Slices of Pizza, popcorn
& chips. Non-alcoholic beverages
included.
Features: Must be 21 or older
to attend. Childcare will be pro-

vided. Teams will be of 4-6 players.

Single players are welcome and
will be placed with a team. Door
prizes and grand prize!

Contact: Call 315-386-2543 for
more info or to sign your team up

or visit https://cantoncatholics.
DIOCESAN EVENTS

com/trivia

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT

Ogdenshurg — Retreat for adults
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whose parents separated or
divorced and also for those who
grew up in single-parent families.

Date: Aug.11-13

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $200 for a shared room or
$250 for a single room.

Features: Financial assistance
is available...do not let cost pre-
vent you from experiencing the
healing you deserve.

Contact: For more information
or to register for the retreat, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at starta-
glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920.

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Family Guggen-
heim registration is open.

Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug.
24-27;0ct.6-8

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families of all dimen-
sions to come enjoy a special
weekend in the beauty of the Ad-
irondacks. Expect fun family work-
shops and activities that will have
you working, laughing and pray-
ing together. Celebrate Christ's
presence in your lives!

Contact: For more information
and to register, go to www.rcdony.
org/family-life/fg.html or contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920,
startaglia@rcdony.org.

SURVIVING DIVORCE
The Family Life Office is offering
the Surviving Divorce Program in
Plattsburgh.

Date: 12 weeks starting Aug.
30th

Place: St.John the XXIIIl New-
man Center

Time: 6 p.m.to 8

Features: Surviving Divorce
features twelve video presenta-
tions that cover topics such as
shock and grief, anger and for-
giveness, money issues, dealing
with children and a former spouse,
and annulment and remarriage.
This program is for the newly
separated and divorced and those
still struggling with issues many
years later. It will help them find
answers to their questions, restore
their hope, and begin authentic
healing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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From playing Jesus to ‘Sound of Freedom’

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

Catholic audiences know ac-
tor Jim Caviezel for his iconic
performances in movies such as
“The Passion of the Christ” and
“The Count of Monte Cristo.”
His latest film, “Sound of Free-
dom,” which will be released
by Angel Studios in theaters
nationwide on July 4, is, in his
view, among his best work.

Caviezel plays Homeland Se-
curity agent Tim Ballard, who,
after rescuing a young boy from
traffickers, learns that the boy’s
sister is still captive. He quits
his job and puts his life at risk
as he embarks on a dangerous
journey through the Colombian
jungle to save the little girl.

In 2013, Ballard and a number
of former government opera-
tives left their jobs to found Op-
eration Underground Railroad
(O.U.R.), which works around
the world and in conjunction
with law enforcement to rescue
children from slavery and ex-
ploitation.

Caviezel spoke with CNA
about the upcoming film, the
impact it had on him, and the
effect he hopes it will have on
others.

“This is the best film I've done
since the ‘Passion of the Christ,””
he said. “This film is phenome-
nal and it is worth being seen.”

Caviezel was drawn to playing
Ballard in the film. “As an actor,
it’s kind of like a baseball play-
er where you have a particular
pitch you like, and when you
connect to it, you can hit it out
of the park, and with this one, I

felt I could do that.”

Caviezel spoke about the work
that went into preparing for the
role. He and the real Tim Ballard
spent time training, specifically
in close-quarter combat, and
Caviezel even joined Ballard on
missions.

“lI go and literally sit in on
these missions and I'm watch-
ing him and his analysis of what
he sees. And it has to be done
very methodically. And I'm try-
ing to find out who he is and
what I am and how we'’re simi-
lar,” he recalled.

While filming, a group of Navy
Seals and other armed forces
were assigned as protection.
Caviezel, unaware at the time,
shared the story of the day of
filming where there was no pro-
tection. He later found out that
the group of special forces went
out and saved 100 children
from traffickers that day.

“You can’t make this stuff
up,” Caviezel said.

The actor, a devout Catholic,
hopes that people will leave
the movie theater with “a new
heart.”

“A heart that’s not afraid,” he
added.” T was praying the oth-
er day and I said, ‘Can we love
God’s children more than we
fear evil? Can we love Jesus
more than we fear the cross?”’
And this is the problem right
now with modern-day Chris-
tians is that we want the easy
route. And right now you see
the world changing. You're go-
ing to have to make a decision
at some point.”

“There’s good, there’s evil. But
a big part of that evil is those

that are sitting on the fence.
And we have to make a choice.
And some are more leaning
towards Jesus, more towards
good, some are more leaning
towards the evil, but they’re on
that fence and that fence be-
longs to the evil one,” he contin-
ued. “And so we have to make
that decision... And I love that
about Tim Ballard. He’s a battle
hero’s story.”

About 2 million children are
trafficked every year worldwide.
The United States is considered
one of the top destinations
for victims of child trafficking
and cases have been reported
in all 50 states. According to a
2019 report from the Human
Trafficking Hotline, Califor-
nia, Texas, Florida, Ohio, and
New York rank at the top with
the most cases. There are more
than 350,000 children who go
missing in the U.S. each year. Of
those 350,000, it is estimated
that roughly 100,000 are being
trafficked.

“God’s children are no longer
for sale,” is a powerful line in
the film, and Caveziel told CNA
why he believes children are
under attack, not just through
child trafficking, as seen in the
movie, but also through abor-
tion. (According to the Gutt-
macher Institute, almost 1 mil-
lion abortions took place in the
United States in 2020.)

“The most vulnerable are un-
der attack for one reason - chil-
dren are the most innocent of
humans,” Caviezel said.

“It wounds God to the deepest
core to kill those unborn babies,
but now they kill them when

they’re born, don’t they?”

He continued: “That’s where
Jesus is going to have a deep
conversation with all of us when
we die, and I don’t want to be a
part of that. I want to tell him
that I love him. That’s what
I want to say. And that I tried
to live the life that it was sup-
posed to be, that I give my life
for him. Because he deserves to
be loved.”

“Pope John Paul said, ‘Every
generation of Americans needs
to know that freedom exists not
to do what you like but having
the right to do what you ought.’
That’s the freedom I wish for
you, for us. Freedom from sin,
freedom from our weaknesses,
freedom from the slavery that
sin makes out of all of us. That
is the freedom that is worth dy-
ing for.”

“'m here because this war-
rior saint, Tim Ballard, gave his
life and continues to do it to go
down to the cartel, risking his
head like John the Baptist did.
Risking his head like St. Paul
did,” he said.

Angel Studios, an American
media company and film dis-
tribution studio that uses equi-
ty crowdfunding to finance its
productions and is known for
the popular series “The Cho-
sen,” is encouraging “Sound of
Freedom” supporters and view-
ers to ‘pay it forward’ so those
who might not be able to see the
movie can claim a free ticket.

The studio’s goal is to have 2
million people attend the film’s
opening weekend to represent
the estimated 2 million children
trafficked each year.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
https://www.rcdony.org/sur-
vivingdivorce. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at
315-393-2920.

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdenshurg — Our Lady of the Ro-
sary Healing Retreat for Women
to be held.

Date: Oct.5-8

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $275 per person, $100
Deposit

Features: Retreat for women
18 years or older. Registrations
begin July 1,2023

Contact: For more informa-
tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
651-6895. Donations accepted to
by payable to OLRHR and sent to
Wadhams hall.

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES

PADRE P10 RELICTOUR
Authentic Relics of Saint Pio of
Pietrelcina will be on display for
veneration around the Diocese of
Burlington Vermont.

Schedule: July 13, St Mary Star
of the Sea 191 Clermont Terrace,
Newport,VT 05855, 802-334-5066
Masses: 9 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Venera-
tion:9:30 a.m.to 6 p.m.; July 14, St

Monica Parish, 79 Summer Street,
Barre VT 05641, 802-479-3253,
Mass: 7a.m., Veneration: 7:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m.; July 15, Christ the King
Parish, 136 Locust St, Burlington,
VT 05401, 802-862-5784, Mass:
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Veneration 10:30
a.m.to 6 p.m.; July 16, St John the
Baptist, 3 Houghton St,North Ben-
nington, VT 05257, 802-447-7504,
Mass: 10 a.m., Veneration: 10:30
a.m.to 6 p.m.

Features: All events are free
to the public. Contact parishes for
information.
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Seeking peace

Summer is here! And
it’s just so good to en-
joy longer days and
brighter evenings. At
the same time,
the  prospects
of another sum-
mer under the
shadow of the
corona virus,
the persecuted
Christians in so
many countries,
floods, fires, and

cyclones, casts a Monsignor Paul
dark cloud over E-Whitmore

our joy. We need
to listen careful-
ly to the first reading
from Zechariah. It can
refresh our spirits.

The vision of the King
of Peace coming to
abolish all fighting is a

cause for hope. And, of
course, it’s more than
a dream, since we are
children of the Cove-
nant. God has
promised us a
time of peace.
We must never
give up on the
dream of our
founding fathers
and mothers.
After all, our

country was
founded on a
dream. Other-

wise we would
not be celebrat-
ing the Fourth of July
this weekend. Their
dream is very like God’s
dream, His Providence.
We are all entitled to
be dreamers. We must

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Zechariah 9:9-10
Romans 8:9,11-13
Matthew 11:25-30

never give up hope that
God’s dream of peace
will come true. It His
plan! There’s nothing
wrong with the Amer-
ican Dream. It's based
on reality of God’s
dream, so whatever we
dream and work for in
America is based on
his principles of life.
Why are politicians so
unwilling to give life a
chance? God gave us a
chance before we were

ever born!!

How do we help make
His plan come true? By
speaking out - not be-
ing afraid or timid of
our Catholic principles.
By living in the Spirit as
our second reading ex-
plains. As members of
Christ, every good indi-
vidual action strength-
ens the whole body.

We need to faithfully
pray for peace, respond
with serene charity to
the many frustrations
and “downers” in our
lives, and influence
others to do the same.
Living in the Spirit will
reduce our tendencies
to live in the flesh and
all its temptations. It’s
called choosing the nar-
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row door. Of course, we
live in the flesh - from
hugs to hot dogs - but
it's so easy to let our
desires get out of hand.
More prayer, more get-
ting out of ourselves
to think of other peo-
ple brings lightness of
heart and freedom of
Spirit.

When we’re scared
and think that it’s just
too hard, think of the
Lord’s words in today’s
Gospel: “Come to me
all you who labor and
are heavily burdened
and I will refresh you.”
In other words, Jesus
says to us “Here, give
it to me. I'll carry it for
a while.” Just listen to
the Spirit.

CALLED TO SERVE

It will never happen in your church

There is nothing quite
as embarrassing as
crashing into a priest
or fellow deacon during
Mass. I have had that
happen once or twice.
It was never intentional.
Perhaps I zigged when
I should have zagged.
Most people in the pews
never saw it happen or
forgot about it almost
immediately. We score
those bumps “inciden-
tal contact.”

The collision be-
comes more memorable
if someone is knocked
to the deck.

That almost nev-
er happens. At least it
never happened to me,
thank you, God.

Which brings me
to the point of this col-
umn. Things like step-
ping into someone’s
path by mistake or be-
ing where you shouldn’t
be at any given time will
happen during a live

event, performance or
show.

Mass is no differ-
ent. We try not to think
of Mass as live theater,
but the similarities are
striking. Without some
pre-planning, in theater
it is called “blocking,”
people are bound to
crash into each other.

The Mass, according
to New Advent Catholic
Encyclopedia, is “The
complex of prayers and
ceremonies that make
up the service of the
Eucharist in the Latin
rites.”

Many of the move-
ments by the priest
Celebrant, the assist-
ing deacon, the servers
and the other ministers
have been prescribed
in the rituals published
by the Church or are
planned ahead of time
by the ministers.

In my parish, for ex-
ample, the lector comes

to the ambo from the
congregation after the
opening prayer, reads

from scripture and
stays in the sanctuary
until after the
Prayer of the

Faithful. It might
be slightly dif-
ferent where you
attend Mass. It is
nice and orderly.

The deacon
usually  kneels
from the Epicle-
sis until after the Deacon

chalice with the Kevin Mastellon

Blood of Christ

is lowered by the

celebrant. The Epicle-
sis, by the way, is “the
prayer petitioning God
to send the Holy Spir-
it so that the offerings
at the Eucharist may
become the Body and
Blood of Christ.”

If the deacon has
bad knees, or an unfor-
giving back, he might
remain standing. That’s

allowed.

The deacon pro-
claims the Gospel. Let’s
say the celebrant is
preaching. When they
swap places at
the ambo, they
might have to
cross each other
in the sanctuary.
Some  parishes
work out how
they will meet,
bow and cross so
there is no con-
fusion, and a po-
tential accident,
at the exchange
of places. That’s
good planning.

Things get compli-
cated when more peo-
ple are added to the
participant list. Maybe
there are concelebrat-
ing priests or additional
deacons. The occasion
might include first com-
municants or confir-
mands. Blocking their
movements is part of

the planning.

If all goes right, you
will never be distracted
from your principal rea-
son for being at Mass;
to thank God for all he
has done for you and to
worship Him.

The last thing any
of us needs is a minis-
ter not paying attention
and crashing into the
incense bearer. I can see
that server tripping and
falling to the ground
with a thurible full of
lighted coals and in-
cense. That must have
happened somewhere.
Not in our diocese, but
somewhere.

Planning might have
avoided the original col-
lision.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director
of Permanent Deacons
for the Diocese
of Ogdensburg.
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NEWS 15

OBITUARIES

Au Sable Forks — Nancy (Kastings) Santo,
91; Funeral Services June 30,2023 at
Heidrick-Zaumetzer Funeral Home; burial
in Holy Name Cemetery.

Brushton — Joanne D. (White) McElwain,
88; Mass of Christian Burial Jun 30,2023
at St.Mary’s Church; burial in St.Joseph’s
Cemetery, Bombay.

Cape Vincent — Frank L. Florio, 94; Mass
of Christian Burial June 23,2023 at Saint
Vincent of Paul Church; burial in St.Vincent
of Paul Cemetery.

Chateaugay — Mary (McManus) Harrigan,
97; Mass of Christian Burial July7 1,2023

at St.Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Patrick’s
(emetery.

Clayton — Patricia M. (Lynch) Keal, 85;
Mass of Christian Burial June 24,2023 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Croghan - Bruce H.LaChausse, 83; Mass
of Christian Burial June 29,2023 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
(emetery.

Edwards — Katherine Almina Wagner, Sr.,
100; Mass of Christian Burial June 28,2023
at Sacred Heart Church; burial in Hermon
Cemetery.

Fort Covington — Robert MacDonald, 70;
Mass of Christian Burial June 27,2023 at St.
Mary’s of the Fort.

Gouverneur — Jeanne E. (Hentz) Legacy,
84 Private Services to be held.

Gouverneur — Beulah M. (Youngs)
Walrath, 88; Mass of Christian Burial July 8,
2023 at St. James Church; burial in Oxbow
Cemetery.

Hogansburg — Catherin S. (Lazore)

Edwards, 86; Mass of Christian Burial June
19,2023 at St.Regis Church; burial in St.
Joseph's Cemetery.

Madrid - Ronald J. Burke, 83; Mass of
Christian Burial June 23,2023 at St.John
the Baptist Church; burial in St.Mary’s
Cemetery, Canton.

Malone - Agnes V. Amyotte, 97; Mass of
Christian Burial June 22,2023 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. Joseph’s Ceme-
tery.

Malone - Donald W.Carr, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial June 30,2023 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. Patrick’s Ceme-
tery, Chateaugay.

Massena — Fernand A."“Fudgie” Granger,
96; Mass of Christian Burial June 29,2023
at Sacred Heart Church; burial in Calvary
(Cemetery.

Massena — Hannah Lee Hayden, 31; Mass
of Christian Burial June 30,2023 at St.
Mary’s Church.

Mooers Forks — Ruth A.LaValley, 80; Mass
of Christian Burial July 7,2023 at St.Ann’s
Church; burial in St. Joseph's Cemetery,
Mooers.

Mooers Forks — Harold M. Rabideau, 86;
Private services to be held.

Morrisonville — Allen F. LaFountain, 66;
Mass of Christian Burial June 30,2023 at St.
Alexander’s Church;

Morrisonville — Lynda A. Myers; Mass of
Christian Burial June 27,2023 at St. Alexan-
der's Church; burial in parish cemetery.

0gdensburg — Shirley E. (Bushnell) Bur-
nett, 89; Private Services to be held; burial

in Oswegatchie Mausoleum.

Ogdensburg — Henry J."Jack” Carmody Jr.,
82; Mass of Christian Burial June 20,2023
at St.Mary’s Cathedral.

Ogdensburg — Barbara A. (Rivet) Grizzuto,
80; Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2023
at Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre
Dame Cemetery.

0gdensburg - Frank Thomas Jermano, 82;
Mass of Christian Burial June 23,2023 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.

Peru - Ruth Sarah (LaFlore) Fleury Gug-
lielmo, 96; Funeral Services June 29,2023
at the Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in St.
John's Cemetery, Keeseville.

Peru — Todd Walter Nelson, 61; Funeral
Services June 21,2023 at the Hamilton
Funeral Home; burial in St.John's Cemetery,
Keeseville.

Peru — Marvin David Ransom, Sr., 75;
Funeral Services June 22,2023 at the
Hamilton Funeral Home.

Plattsburgh - Patricia Ann Cronkrite, 61;
Mass of Christian Burial June 29,2023 at St.
Patrick’s Church.

Plattsburgh - Patricia A. Leonard, 72;
Mass of Christian Burial July 10,2023 at
St.John's Church; burial in Mount Carmel
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Elizabeth“Joan” (King)
Martin, 91; Mass of Christian Burial June
26,2023 at St.Peter’s Church; burial in
Plattsburgh Community Mausoleum.

Port Henry — Constance Mae Williams
Bennett, 89; Graveside services July 11,
2023 at St.Patrick’s Cemetery.

Port Leyden — M.Jeanne (Keough)
(allaghan, 81; Mass of Christian Burial July
3,2023 at St.Martin’s Church; burial in
Calvary Cemetery.

Russell — James J. Ouellette, 73; Memorial
Service Oct.7,2023.

Ticonderoga - Richard Liddell, 78; Mass of
Christian Burial July 10,2023 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Watertown — Mary Jane (Manigold)
Derrigo, 89; Mass of Christian Burial June
20,2023 at St. Anthony’s Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — A.Julee (Malara) Gorri, 101;
Mass of Christian Burial July 3,2023 at

St. Anthony’s Church; burial in Glenwood
Cemetery.

Watertown - Joan (Pierre) Geno, 94; Fu-
neral Services June 23,2023 at Cummings
Funeral Service, Inc.; burial in St. Stephen’s
Cemetery, Croghan.

Watertown - Carol (King) Mangini, 99;
Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2023 at
St. Anthony’s Church; burial in Glenwood
Cemetery.

Watertown — Katherine A.”Kay” (Floren-
tine) 0'Brien, 82; Mass of Christian Burial
June 23,2023at Holy Family Church; burial
in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown - Virginia R. (Caltabiano)
Palumbo, 95; Mass of Christian Burial June
27,2023 at St.Anthony’s Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Anita L. (Chiumento) Parish,
88; Private Services to be held.

Friar gets jail for blocking abortion clinic

By Tyler Arnod
Catholic News Agency

Catholic priest and
pro-life activist Father
Fidelis Moscinski, CFR,
has been sentenced to
six months in federal
prison for blocking ac-
cess to a Planned Par-
enthood abortion facili-
ty by placing locks and
chains on the gated en-
trance.

Judge Steven Tisci-

one laid down the six-
month sentence, which
is the maximum avail-
able for the specific
crime. Moscinski was
found guilty of violat-
ing the Freedom of Ac-
cess to Clinic Entrances
(FACE) Act, which im-
poses harsh penalties
for obstructing access
to an abortion facility
or a pregnancy center.
“My actions ... were
done because Planned

Parenthood as an or-

ganization is in the
business of killing,”
Moscinski  told the

judge while asking for
a lenient sentence, ac-
cording to his remarks
provided by the pro-life
organization Red Rose
Rescue.

Although the priest is
a member of Red Rose
Rescue, the organiza-
tion has emphasized
that his effort to block

access to an abortion
clinic was not sanc-
tioned by the group.
Red Rose Rescue said
members can engage
in pro-life activism out-
side of their organiza-
tion, but they are a sole
agent when doing so.
“Every procured abor-
tion that occurs on
[Planned Parenthood’s]
premises constitutes
the deliberate killing
of an innocent human

being,” Moscinski con-
tinued in his statement
to the judge. “Further-
more, these bloody and
violent acts also cause
grave spiritual and psy-
chological harm to the
mother of the child.
All of my actions then
and now are directed
solely towards prevent-
ing the murder of de-
fenseless children and
the wounding of their
mothers.”
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Father Solomon takes naturalization oath

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

“There’s this feeling of
joy. This is a great, great
thing. I thank God for
calling me to this jour-
ney and for this bless-
ing.”

That’s how Father
Fernando Solomon de-
scribed taking his Nat-
uralization Oath of Al-
legiance to the United
States of America and
becoming a U.S. citizen.

Father Solomon
pledged that oath at
a ceremony held Fri-
day, June 23, in Clinton
County Court before
state Supreme Court
Justice John T. Ellis.

“For this part of the
process, naturalization,
I applied last year in
June,” Father Solomon
said. “After six months,
I received a reply sched-
uling an interview. I in-
terviewed in Colchester,
Vermont. After the in-
terview, I waited a few
months before this nat-
uralization ceremony.”

Father Solomon first
came to the United
States in 2011 on a Reli-
gious Worker Visa.

“The visa is good for
three to five years,” he
explained. “Before the
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PHOTO BY DARCY FARGO/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC
When Father Fernando Solomon took his Oath of Allegiance to the United States of America on June 23
in Plattsburgh, he was joined by Bishop Terry R. LaValley, priests of the diocese and parishioners from
Malone and Port Henry. Pictured are (from left) Father Leagon Carlin, Msgr. Dennis Duprey, state Su-
preme Court Justice John T.Ellis, Father Solomon, Bishop LaV alley, Father Al Hauser and Father Medenel

Angrand.

three years expired, usu-
ally six months before,
I had to renew. I was
on that renewal when
I started preparing for
my Green Card. I got
that earlier than expect-
ed, and I stayed on my
Green Card for 5 years.
Then, I was qualified to
apply for citizenship.”
Initially, Father Solo-

mon said he considered
remaining in the U.S. on
the Green Card.

“Thinking and pray-
ing about it, I decided I
am going to be here for
the rest of my life, and
God brought me here. I
decided to apply for cit-
izenship.”

Father Solomon was
joined by individuals

from around the world
in taking the oath of
allegiance on June 23.
He was also joined by
Bishop Terry R. LaVal-
ley, priests and deacons
of the diocese, and pa-
rishioners from both
Malone and Port Henry,
places he has served.

“I thank God almighty
for calling me on this

journey and for all the
help and support,” he
said. “It was a wonder-
ful experience to see
those people who love
me and were there for
me. They're all bless-
ings.”

Father Solomon said
he looks forward to
both the benefits and
responsibilities of citi-
zenship.

“'m looking forward
to getting my passport,”
he said. “'m looking
forward to visiting my
mom. It's been a long,
long time since I've been
able to go. I updated my
driver’s license, regis-
tered to vote and ap-
plied for a passport. I've
already received a letter
about jury duty.”

Father Solomon said
he’s also relieved to no
longer have to worry
about completing com-
plex paperwork and
other steps previously
required of him.

“I know I'm not the
only one to experience
this, other international
priests do, as well, but
it appears to be normal
to feel nervous going
through the paperwork
and the personal ap-
pearances,” he said. “No
more.”

Friar sentenced to jail
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also  criticized
FACE Act.

“This pseudo-law seeks
to cloak the act of killing
preborn children under
the euphemistic and Or-
wellian language of ‘re-
productive health care,”
Moscinski said. “I am not
guilty of violating this
law because this law can-
not be seen as anything
other than null and void
since it attempts to give
legal protection to ac-
tions which are intrinsi-

the

cally evil and unjust.”

Moscinski asked Tisci-
one to “somewhat mit-
igate the injustice this
court has perpetrated”
by providing him the
most lenient sentence
possible. Instead, the
judge handed him the
most severe sentence
and cited his previous
arrests for pro-life activ-
ism as his justification
for the sentence.

The priest’s pro-life ac-
tivism occurred on the
morning of July 7, 2022,

at the Planned Parent-
hood of Greater New York
clinic in Hempstead, New
York. He effectively shut
down the clinic for about
two hours by placing
locks and chains on the
entrance and covering
some of them with glue,
according to the Depart-
ment of Justice.

Once the fire depart-
ment and police depart-
ment cut through the
locks, Moscinski laid
down in front of the en-
trance to prevent cars

from entering the gate,
according to a press re-
lease from the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

Moscinski has previ-
ously been arrested for
his pro-life activism, but
this is the first time he
has been found guilty of
violating the FACE Act.
Last year, he was arrest-
ed for trespassing in an
abortion clinic after en-
tering the facility in pro-
test and refusing to leave
when ordered by staff
and then by police.

Earlier this month,
New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James filed
a lawsuit against Red
Rose Rescue that seeks
to bar Moscinski and
other members of Red
Rose Rescue from going
within 30 feet of an abor-
tion clinic. Even though
Moscinski’s FACE Act vi-
olation was not part of a
Red Rose Rescue, the at-
torney general cited that
incident as one of the
incidents to justify the
lawsuit.



