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New Catholic Charities head 
has philanthropy background 

By Kevin J. Jones 
Catholic News Agency 

Catholic leadership expert and 
philanthropist Kerry Alys Robinson 
will be the next president and CEO of 
Catholic Charities USA, the domes­
tic humanitarian arm of the Catholic 
Church in the U.S. whose affiliates 
serve more than 15 million people per 
year. 

"The Gospels call Catholics and 
all people of goodwill to serve those 
most in need of our aid," Robinson 
said July 25. "The staff and volun­
teers of Catholic Charities agencies 
around the country answer that call 
every day: feeding the hungry, com­
forting the afflicted, and welcoming 
the stranger. I am deeply honored and 
profoundly humbled to be a part of 
this life-giving mission." 

Catholic Charities has 167 member 
agencies and 3,900 locations across 
the U.S., including five U.S. territories. 
The agencies are engaged in various 
projects including hunger relief, hous­
ing assistance, disaster aid, health 
care, job training, and assistance for 
migrants and refugees. 

"Kerry's entire professional life has 
been devoted to serving and bettering 
our Church," said Neal Black, chair of 
the board of Catholic Charities USA. 
He said the board voted "unanimous­
ly and enthusiastically" to appoint 
Robinson follOwing "an exhaustive 
national search." 

"We are confident that the Catholic 
Charities network and the millions of 
vulnerable people it serves each year 
will greatly benefit from Kerry's ex­
traordinary passion, expertise, and 
insight," Black said. 

The outgoing president and CEO, 
Sister Donna Markham, OP, is retiring 
this summer after eight years head­
ing Catholic Charities USA. Markham 
praised Robinson's appointment. 

"I am confident that her visionary 
leadership, devotion to the Church, 
and sincere commitment to serving 
those in need will bring out the best 
in our staff, volunteers, and support­
ers," she said. 

Robinson will begin her new role on 
Aug. 23. She is presently an executive 
partner of Leadership Roundtable, 
an influential effort of Catholic laity, 
clergy, and religious that seeks to pro-

mote best practices in management 
and leadership in Catholic organiza­
tions. She was the founding executive 
director of the organization, which 
launched in 2005. 

She is also the executive director 
of the Opus Prize Foundation, which 
partners with Catholic universities to 
give a $1 million prize each year to 
honor individuals and organizations 
of any faith background whose min­
istry helps alleviate human suffering. 

Robinson has also advised Church 
figures about how to empower and 
engage women leaders. She is the sec­
ond woman and second layperson to 
head the national agency. 

Robinson is also an author and 
speaker. Her book "Imagining Abun­
dance: Fundraising, Philanthropy and 
a Spiritual Call to Service," published 
in 2014 by Liturgical Press, describes 
itself as "an inspirational and practi­
cal guide to effective fundraising" for 
anyone in a faith community. She has 
published work in the Jesuits' Ameri­
ca Magazine, the Archdiocese of Chi­
cago's Chicago Catholic, and other 
publications. 

Her philanthropic background is a 
family legacy. Her great-grandfather 
was the late John ]. Raskob, an exec­
utive and businessman who built the 
Empire State Building. With his wife 
Helena, he established the Raskob 
Foundation for Catholic Activities in 
1945. 

Robinson is a member of the Raskob 
Foundation as well as the consortium 
Foundations and Donors Interested 
in Catholic Activities (FADICA). She 
has served as an adviser and trustee 
of more than 25 grantmaking founda­
tions, nonprofits, and family founda­
tions. 

For 15 years, Robinson was a mem­
ber of the national committee of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel­
opment. 

Robinson, a graduate of Georgetown 
University and Yale Divinity School, is 
a former director of development for 
Saint Thomas More Catholic Chapel 
and Center at Yale University. She has 
two children with her husband, Dr. 
Michael Cappello, an epidemiology 
and pediatrics professor at the Yale 
School of Public Health and at the 
Yale School of Medicine. 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Families sue for religious school funds for kids with disabilities 
Three Orthodox Jewish families in California are suing the state for a 
law that they say is directly discriminatory toward religious families 
and students with disabilities. The families' case, Loffman v. California 
Department of Education, concerns a state law that allows disabled 
children in secular California families to receive special funding for 
their educational needs at the public or private school of their choice. 
Under this law, religious families with special-needs children are not 
allowed to access that same funding if they would like their children 
to attend religious schools. While families with disabled children in 
secular schools are reimbursed for their specialized education needs, 
families going to religious schools are not. The three families, along 
with two Jewish schools, are being represented in this case by Beck­
et, a law firm specializing in religious freedom cases. Their case was 
heard in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. Each 
family has a deeply held religious belief that they must have their chil­
dren enrolled in Jewish education so that they can learn Scripture and 
Orthodox Jewish values. 

Taize community to get new leader in December 
After 18 years as head of the ecumenical monastic community Taize, 
Brother Alois Loeser has chosen a successor. According to the commu­
nity, after conSUlting other brothers, the French Catholic has chosen 
Brother Matthew (Andrew) Thorpe, 58, to be the Christian fraternity's 
third-ever prior. Thorpe, an Anglican from the United Kingdom, will 
take up the post on Dec. 3. He joined the Taize community in 1986. 
Taize is an ecumenical monastic community founded in a small town 
in the Burgundy territory of France in 1940.lts focus is promoting faith 
and Christian unity among young people, many of whom participate 
in the community through retreats and other events. The group is also 
known for its distinctive chants, many of which have come to be used 
and recognized well beyond the community. 

Dictatorship in Nicaragua freezes fund for retired priests 
In a new attack against the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, the dicta­
torship of President Daniel Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario 
Murillo, has frozen the Church's retirement fund for priests, according 
to lawyer and researcher Martha Patricia Molina. The lawyer is the au­
thor of the report "Nicaragua: A Persecuted Church?,; which catalogs 
the more than 500 attacks against the Church in the country since 
2018."Elderly priests are not receiving their pensions from the nation­
al insurance fund for priests, the product of years of contributing, due 
to the bank accounts of the Catholic Church being blocked," Molina 
wrote on the social media site X (formerly Twitter)."The national in­
surance fund for priests is an institution that was created more than 
20 years ago by the CEN [Nicaraguan Bishops' Conference] intending a 
retirement fund for priests. 
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CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

FOUNDATION DAY 
Ellenburg - Our Lady ofthe Ad­
irondacks House of Prayer warmly 
invites you to their Annual 
Foundation Day with the theme 
"In Him, You are Also Being Built 
Together': 

Date: Aug.5 
Jefferson-Lewis 

Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 
Schedule: The day begins early 

at 8 a.m. with First Saturday Devo­
tions, followed by Welcome and 
Music at 9 a.m. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available. 
Guest speaker, Darcy Fargo, Edi­
tor of the North Country Catholic, 
will present at 9:30 a.m. and the The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 

Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 
Celebration of Saturday Morning North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 

Mass begins at 10:30 a.m. with Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

at the celebration of the Mass, to 
honor our Blessed Mother, Matka 
Boska Zielna, Our Lady of the 
Greens. 

Date: Aug.13 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Features: There are over 2,000 

plants named after our Blessed 
mother. All are welcome to bring 
bouquets, pots, vases and stalks 
of flowers, herbs and grains and 
place them in front of the altar. 
These blessed items can be taken 
to the home or cemetery or given 
as gifts. An ice cream social for all 
will be held in the church hall after 
the Mass. 

Contact: 315-348-6260 for 
more information. 

The Rev. Terry R. LaValley, Bishop e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
of Ogdensburg. All are invited to t-:-__ I-:tem_s_m:-:ust.:.;:b..:..,e r..:...ec..:...eiv..:...ed:..;;,in:..,:th:.:,.e ..:...NC.:..:C o::.::ffiTce~by:..::th:.:,.e W;,::e:,:::dn:,:;es::::da;L:y b::.:::ef::::or~e p:.:::ub::::lic;:::at::::ion::..,. ----l SSJ LAY ASSOCIATE PROGRAM 
a delicious luncheon following the Center; Oct. 19, 26 and Nov. 2 will form music honoring our church's Watertown - The Sisters ofSt. 
Mass. be virtual via Zoom (All 5 sessions namesake, St. Mary. Joseph invite those who are 

Contact: Please call Sarah An- are required) Date: Aug. 6 interested in learning about our 
derson for more information at Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Time: 6 p.m. their Lay Associate Program. 
518-534-9976. Features: Faith Community Place: St.Mary's Church Date: Sept.10 

Nurses (Parish Nurses) provide Features: Vincent Kinnard or- Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR health education and counseling, gan; Kathryn Ingerson, sopr~no; Place: SSJ Motherhouse 
St. Regis Falls - All are invited to serve as patient advocates and Catherine Delaney Hungerford, Features: Associates meet 
the monthly first Saturday Devo- connect patients to resources in clarinet; Turning Point Men's Bar- once a month to learn about the 
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations. the community. They care for the bershop Chorus; St. Mary's Church spirituality, the charism and mis-

Date: First Saturday of the whole person - body, mind and Choir. A light reception will follow sion and history of the Sisters of 
Month spirit - with a particular focus on in St. Mary's parish center. This is St. Joseph, pray together, and dis-

Time: Following the 4:30 antic- the spiritual. Mercy Care's Faith a free event. A free-will offering cuss ways to deepen one's spiritual 
ipated Mass Community Nurse Program is a supporting the music ministry is life. This group is open to men and 

Place: St.Ann's Church volunteer program. Nurses may appreciated. women. 
Features: Prayer after Mass, choose the number of hours they Contact: For more info, contact Contact: If you are interested, 

Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls are able to give. Mercy Care will St.Mary's parish office at 315-686- please contact Sister Mary Eamon 
and the Holy Souls, Novena in provide the training, support and 3398. (smelyngssj@yahoo.com) or Sister 
Honor of Our Lady of the Miracu- networking with other nurses or Bethany srbethssj@gmail.com or 
lous Medal, Chaplet of Divine Mer- health ministers who are called to ST. MARY'S GALA AND RAFFLE call 315-782-3460. 
cy, The Reparation Rosary of the take on this role. Clayton - St. Mary's Church to ST. LAWRENCE 
Blessed Virgin Mary with private Contact: For more information, have their annual Gala and raffle. 
meditation on the 15 Mysteries of contact Lexi Bevilacqua at abev- Date: Aug.8 
the Rosary, Adoration ofthe Bless- ilacqua@adkmercy.org or 518- Time: 5:30 p.m. to 10 
ed Sacrament reposed in the Tab- 523-5446 Place: Cerow Arena at the Town 
ernacle, and Prayers for the Holy of Clayton Recreational Park 
Father and his intentions. Features: Your $100 ticket is 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
FOUNDATION COURSE 
Plattsburgh - Using the Westberg 
Institute for Faith Community 
Nursing curriculum, this course 
is open to RN's or other persons 
interested in health ministry in 
their church or community. 

Schedule: Oct. 12 and Nov. 9 at 
St. Joseph's Community Outreach 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY good for dinner for 2 and 2 drinks 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of and enters you in all drawings. 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy Contact: For more informa-
Chaplet will be observed the first tion and tickets, contact St. Mary's 
Sunday of the month. parish office at 521 James Street, 

Date: Aug. 6 Clayton or 315-686-3398. 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

EVENING OF SACRED MUSIC 
Clayton - Please join us as we per-

BLESSING OF FLOWERS, HERBS 
AND GRAINS 
Houseville - St. Hedwig's Church 
will observe the Polish custom of 
blessing flowers, herbs and grains 

PARISH FEAST DAY 
Canton - St. Mary's Church to 
celebrate their parish feast day. 

Date: Aug.15 
Time: Assumption of Mary Fes­

tivities begins with 5:15 p.m. at 
Holy Mass 

Features: Marian Procession 
follows and lastly, picnic on the 
lawn. Includes Hamburgers/Hot­
dogs/Desert/Live Music. 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to 
ALPHA. 

Date: Tuesdays starting Sept. 
12 

AUGUST 2,2023 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Free to all and in-

cludes a delicious meal. 
Contact: Parish office at 315-

769-2469 or go to massenacatho­
lics.com for info or to register. 

BINGO 
Canton - The Knights of Colum­
bus will be holding BINGO. 

Date: Aug. 7,14,21 and 28 
Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 

First call at 7 p.m. 
Place: 30 Miner Street 
Cost: Admission is $5 at the 

door 
Features: Come sit with fam­

ily, bring your friends, enjoy good 
company, have a snack and maybe 
win a game. Maybe even a bonus 
ball game. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devo­
tions for First Saturday. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church 
to have first Saturday Rosary 
Devotion. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima. 
Confessions will be available. Sat­
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: Aug.5 
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Aug. 13 (Second Sunday 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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Hallow app brings back 'Saints in 7 Days' 
(CNA) - Hallow, a Catholic 

meditation and prayer app, has 
brought back its "Saints in 7 
Days" series. 

The series first launched in 
2022 and became a fan favorite. 
It returned july 24 with a look 
at the life of St. Mary Magdalene 
with actress Elizabeth Tabish, 
who plays Mary Magdalene on 
the hit television series "The 
Chosen." 

about the series and what they 
hope people will take away from 
the lives of the saints. 

"The saints are such a pow­
erful example of how to grow 
deeper in your spirituality, and 
they're such an inspiring exam­
ple," jones said. "Some people 
might find them a bit intimidat­
ing, but what we found is actual­
ly diving straight into the hearts 
of the radical way in which they 
lived their lives is actually inspi­
rational for folks to see." 

been featured in the series are 
Mother Teresa, Louis and Zelie 
Martin, and Martin de Porres. 
Mary Magdalene and Ignatius 
of Loyola are two of four saints 
who will be highlighted this year. 

through these amazing mo­
ments in their life that helped 
make them the saint that they 
were and then get to pray along­
side them as well," Cotter said. 

Cotter said the format differs 
from other resources in that in­
stead of simply reading a biogra­
phy filled with facts, "Saints in 7 
Days" tells the story of the saint. 

Alex jones, the CEO of Hal­
low, and Kevin Cotter, Hallow's 
head of content, spoke with CNA Some of the saints that have 

"Over the course of seven days 
you can really hear their story, 
you can journey with them and 
get an understanding of them 

"So, you're getting that story 
piece and that meditation piece 
to really enter into who they 
were and in a way that at the end 
of the week, you can say, 'Wow, 
I really know that saint and I've 
walked with them, and they're 
going to remain with me for a 
long time through this experi­
ence,'" he added. 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

of each month) 
Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - Retreat for adults 
whose parents separated or 
divorced and also for those who 
grew up in single-parent families. 

Date: Aug. 11-13 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $200 for a shared room or 

$250 for a single room. 
Features: Financial assistance 

is available ... do not let cost pre­
vent you from experiencing the 
healing you deserve. 

Contact: For more information 
or to register for the retreat, please 
contact Steve Tartaglia at starta­
glia@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920. 

YOUNG ADULTS RETREAT 
Saranac Lake -If you are a young 
adult between the ages of 18 and 
30 something, come away with us 
on retreat at the Camp Guggen­
heim Lodge. 

Date: Aug.11-13 
Cost: $30 per person, but don't 

let the lack of funds stop you from 
attending. 

Features: Come for the entire 

weekend or Saturday only. Come 
and enjoy the peace of Saranac 
Lake, time for prayer, reflection, 
conversations and silence. Bishop 
LaValley will celebrate the vigil 
Mass on Saturday evening and 
will join us for dinner. Meals will 
be potluck (we will coordinate 
with the participants). 

Contact: Register online at 
wwwJcdony.org/yamretreat For 
more information contact Marika 
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.org 
or 315-393-2920 ext. 1380 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Family Guggen­
heim registration is open. 

Schedule: Aug. 17-20; Aug. 
24-27; Oct. 6-8 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families of all dimen­
sions to come enjoy a special 
weekend in the beauty of the Ad­
irondacks. Expect fun family work­
shops and activities that will have 
you working, laughing and pray­
ing together. Celebrate Christ's 
presence in your lives! 

Contact: For more information 
and to register, go to wwwJcdony. 
org/family-life/fg.html or contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920, 
startaglia@rcdony.org. 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program in 
Plattsburgh. 

Date: 12 weeks starting Aug. 
30th 

Place: St. John the XXIII New- CHRIST IS HERE WORKSHOP 
man Center 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta­
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for­
giveness, money issues, dealing 
with children and a former spouse, 
and annulment and remarriage. 
This program is for the newly 
separated and divorced and those 
still struggling with issues many 
years later. It will help them find 
answers to their questions, restore 
their hope, and begin authentic 
healing. 

Contact: To register, go to 
https://www.rcdony.org/sur­
vivingdivorce. For more informa­
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920. 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac Lake -If you (or a friend) 
are suffering after an abortion, 
you're not alone. Consider partic­
ipating in Rachel's Vineyard After 
Abortion Healing Retreat. 

Date: Sept. 15-17 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Contact: For more information, 

contact the Respect life office. 
Registration is online at rcdony. 
org/pro-life.lf you'd like to attend 
a retreat in another location visit 
wwwJachelsvineyard.org for a 
list of locations. Don't suffer alone. 
Help is available. 

The Department of Education for 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg will 
be presenting Christ is Here: Come 
Encounter Him, a workshop on 
how to see Christ in the world. 
Christ Is Here is an opportunity to 
understand how Christ draws us 
to Him. 

Date: Sept. 16 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Locations: St. Andre's Outreach 
Center, Malone; Parish Center, 
Adams; Parish Center, Croghan; 
Parish Center, Redford; Brzana 
Hall, St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdens­
burg 

Cost: $20 
Features: All are welcome to 

attend this workshop. Join us as 
we view short video talks based 
on the book Mysterion by Father 
Harrison Ayre. He will unveil how 
to see Christ in the world and be 
Christ to the world through the 
Sacramental Worldview. Please 
bring your own lunch. 

Contact: To register go to 
www.rcdony.org/christ 

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - Our Lady ofthe Ro­
sary Healing Retreat for Women 
to be held. 

Date: Oct. 5-8 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $275 per person, $100 

Deposit 
Features: Retreat for women 

18 years or older. Registrations 
begin July 1,2023 

Contact: For more informa­
tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
651-6895 or go to https://www. 
rcdony.org/ourlady. Donations 
accepted to by payable to OLRHR 
and sent to Wadhams hall. 

ANDREWS DINNERS 
Come and join Bishop LaValley to 
learn more about being a priest. 
Any man of high school age and 
above is welcome to attend the 
Andrew Dinner sponsored by 
the Vocation Office. Parents are 
welcome to attend. 

Dates: Clinton-Northern Frank­
lin Deanery, Oct. 1 at St.Alexan­
der's Parish Center, Morrisonville; 
Adirondack Mountain Deanery, 
Oct. 8 at Holy Ghost Parish 
Center, Tupper Lake; st. Lawrence 
Deanery, Oct. 15 at Church of the 
Visitation Hall, Norfolk; Jeffer­
son-Lewis Deanery, Oct. 29 at St. 
James Parish Hall, Carthage 

Time: The program begins at 
5 pm followed by Holy Hour and 
dinner with Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley, and area pastors and priests. 

Contact: If you are interested 
in attending, speak to your pastor 
and register at https://wWWJcdo­
ny.org/andrewdinners. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Feast of the Transfiguration 
Today, the Feast of the kingship over all the na­

Transfiguration replaces tions of the earth. He will 
the 18th Sunday of the rule with the Father for-
Year. ever and ever. 

The readings In the second 
give the testimo- reading, Peter 
ny of the proph- gives his eyewit-
ets Daniel (First ness account of 
reading), the the remarkable 
apostles, St. Peter event that we cel-
(Second reading), ebrate today. He 
and the prophets urges his listen-
Moses and Elijah ers to pay close 
(Gospel) to the attention to the 
great truth that '---. ----' message of sal-
Jesus is the Mes- Mons~gnor Paul vation preached 
siah. The Father E. Whitmore now everywhere 
Himself testifies by all the apos-
that Jesus is His tIes "until the day 
beloved Son. Daniel has a dawns and the morning 
magnificent vision of the star rises in your hearts." 
dazzling throne of God On the mountain, Pe­
the Father in heaven, giv- ter, James and John are 
ing His triumphant Son traveling with Jesus to 
the glory, dominion and Jerusalem. As they ap-

August 6 
Feast ofThe Transfiguration 

READINGS 
Daniel 7:9-10 

2 Peter 1 :16-19 
Matthew 17:1-9 

proach the summit of 
Mt. Tabor, the three sud­
denly notice in change 
in the garments Jesus is 
wearing. They become 
dazzlingly white. The 
disciples then see two 
famous figures appear. 
They recognize Moses 
the Lawgiver, and Elijah 
the Prophet. They are 
both discussing some­
thing with Jesus. Peter 
is ecstatic and offers to 
build a permanent dwell­
ing for all of them. Then 

CALLED TO SERVE 

their joy is turned to fear 
when suddenly a cloud 
comes between them 
and the sun, and a voice 
thunders out, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom 
I am well-pleased. Listen 
to Him!" 

As the disciples fall to 
the ground, Jesus calms 
them, and tells them not 
to be afraid. The glory 
has faded, and they pro­
ceed down the moun­
tain. Jesus had tried to 
prepare them for what 
was to come on their 
journey. 

What does all this mean 
for us on our spiritual 
journey? Are we willing 
to share the Passion and 
suffering of Jesus in our 
own lives? Will we allow 
ourselves to be trans-

Moving-up day 
Saturday, July 29, 

2023, was another grand 
day for the permanent 
diaconate. Six men took 
the next step toward 
ordination as deacons. 
Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley accepted those men 
as candidates for ordi­
nation in the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg. That is a 
big deal. 

Do not misunderstand, 
dear friends. Candidacy 
is not as significant as 
ordination itself. How­
ever, candidacy carries 
with it a certain amount 
of confidence that each 

man has the potential to 
be a member of the cler­
gy. 

The formators, their 
teachers, recommend­
ed to the director, Msgr. 
Robert Aucoin, that each 
of the six has demon­
strated spiritual, aca­
demic, personal and 
practical growth in the 
last year. 

Monsignor considers 
those thoughts and his 
own observations before 
making a final recom­
mendation to the bish­
op. 

Every vocation is a 

R:~ ~ BUICK ' PONTIAC fi~~S. @I !=,.,-!" 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over S6 years!" 

For more information, visit our Website 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY • (315) 265-8800 

little bit different. My page, the man is invited 
wife, Kathy, likes to ask to aspirancy. 
deacon wives, "Did you I call the men at this 
think on your wedding stage and even candi­
day that you would be dates, "wannabees" (I 
marrying a future de a- wannabee a deacon), but 
con of the Catholic don't tell them I say that. 
Church? God did!" In our diocese the as-

The notion of .---=----, pirants take some 
a clerical voca- online courses 
tion may have from Notre Dame 
occurred to the University and 
future deacon a spend a Friday 
few times in the to Saturday each 
past or happened month (except 
spontaneously. July and August) 

If the man re- at Wadhams Hall 
sponds to the for further class-
call, the same Deacon room work and 
with religious sis- Kevin Mastellon community build-
ters, the first step ing. 
is to look into It is at the end 
the possibility. We call of this first year that our 
that the inquiry stage. A men have been elevated 
future deacon learns a to candidate. 
little bit about the de a- Gordon Burdo of 
con's role in the church, Plattsburgh, JB Kavana­
and the formation direc- ugh of Clayton, Jamie 
tor finds out what makes Law of Rainbow Lake, 
the man tick. Frank Sczerzenie of 

Assuming the par- Piseco, Garry Stevens 
ties end up on the same of Castorland, and Nick 

formed by the incredible 
experience as Jesus in­
tended. Will we be will­
ing to let Jesus judge 
everything by Jesus' 
standards? As he taught 
a lesson in patience and 
hope to Peter, James, and 
John, so he teaches us to 
listen and wait, to listen 
intently to His message. 
We have the advantage 
of knowing and believ­
ing in the Resurrection. 
In our journey this week, 
we should remember Je­
sus transfigured on the 
mountain and listen! 
Whether it's daily Mass, 
a Holy Hour, private 
prayer or work, may we 
keep in mind that other 
members of the Church 
may look to our encour­
agement and example. 

TSibulsky of Massena 
are the candidates. Their 
wives, Julie, Wanda, Rob­
in, Mary Kiewicz, Rosalie 
and Sarah, are not re­
quired to do the course 
work but are welcome to 
sit-in, and some do. 

A deacon's wife is not 
ordained with him, but a 
man cannot be ordained 
without his wife's writ­
ten support. We call it 
permission. 

With God's grace these 
new candidates will be 
ordained in 2025. 

The diocese is consid­
ering starting another 
cohort this fall. If you 
are interested, even a lit­
tle bit, give Msgr. Aucoin 
a shout or talk to your 
pastor. 

Deacon Kevin MasteI­
Ion ministers in Water­

town. He is the 
Director of Permanent 
Deacons for the Dio­

cese of Ogdensburg. 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920;fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

'Reach out to 
all huntankind' 

Dear Readers, 
I write to you today with an inspiring message and a 

hope that you will support the Society of St. Peter the 
Apostle and those called to consecrated life. 

Earlier this week, I received a letter from the Na­
tional Director of The Pontifical Mission Societies, but 
it wasn't something he had written. Instead, Monsi­
gnor Kieran Harrington shared with me a letter from 
Christopher Fernandez, a 25-year-old seminarian 
from Mumbai, India, who asked him to personally 
thank you for your prayers and generous contribu­
tions which make it possible for him to study at the 
local Pius X Seminary. 

In India, where Catholics represent less than 1.5 
percent of the population, seminaries and novitiates 
bring people together regardless of rite, language, or 
caste. I hope that Christopher's words will inspire 
you as much as they inspired me. 

"I first thought about becoming a priest during my 
Confirmation class. I lived in a neighborhood in Mum­
bai where you can find both wealthy and poor people 
attending a parish. And I was moved by the love those 
who had no material possessions readily shared with 
me. Their generosity towards me, a young boy with 
nothing to give, was so palpable that I began to won­
der if God was calling me for something more. 

I pray that God will give me the grace of embedding 
my ministry with that selfless will to serve others and 
inspire them to get to know Christ. Christians here 
are a very small minority, and we are called to reach 
out to all humankind. Everywhere we go, we are mis­
sionaries, tasked with spreading the Word of God to 
the rich and the poor, to those who know Him already 
as well as to those who have forgotten Him or reject 
Him. 

I am blessed to have the opportunity to be in this 
seminary, hopefully only two years away from being 
ordained a priest. And I wanted to reach out to you 
to personally say thank you for your prayers and for 
your generous support. 

I cannot see God, but I feel him guiding my life. And 
I do not know the names of the donors who support 
the Society of St. Peter the Apostle, but their prayers 
and sacrifice sustain me in my formation. Because of 
these generous donors, I can prepare for a life of ser­
vice to Christ and the Church. 

I am reaching out to you, a generous friend of the 
missions, in the name of the thousands of seminari­
ans who rely on the blessing of your support and are 
sustained by your prayers." 
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OBITUARIES 
Adams - Elizabeth H."Betty" 
Turner, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
at St. Cecilia's Church; burial in 
Union Cemetery. 

AuSable Forks - Joyce (Perras) 
Pennock, 92; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 28, 2023 at Holy Name 
Church; burial in Holy Name 
Cemetery. 

Black River - Mary Rita (Aubin) 
Gracey, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 24, 2023 at St. Paul's Church; 
burial in Sanford Corner Cemetery. 

Bloomingdale - Lisa Marie 
LaFountain, 65; Graveside Services 
July 29, 2023 at Brookside Cem­
etery. 

Funeral Services July 28, 2023 at 
the Buck Funeral Home; burial in 
Visitation Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Ronald J. Bruyere; 
Memorial Services Aug.l, 2023 at 
Notre Dame Church. 

Ogdensburg - Mary E. (Murray) 
Walker, 85; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 28, 2023 at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Peru - Marilyn "Lyn" Brow Premo, 
78; No Services 

Port Henry - Catherine "Kay" 
(Dougal) Manley; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 25, 2023 at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Funeral Home; burial in St. Patrick's 
Cemetery, Colton. 

Potsdam - John Joseph "Jack" 
Maroney, 87; Mass of Christian 
Burial July 25,2023 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Potsdam - June (James) Whalen, 
94; Mass of Christian Burial July 28, 
2023 at St. Mary's Church; burial in 
St. Mary's Cemetery. 

St. Regis Falls - Maurice G. 
"Mose" Richards, 90; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 26,2023 at 
St. Ann's Church; burial in St. Ann's 
Cemetery. 

Brushton - Christopher W.Jock, Potsdam - Joretta (Pierce) 
West Chazy - Ann J. (Brean) Gar­
rant, 82; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 22,2023 at St. Joseph's Church 
burial in parish cemetery. 

63; Mass of Christian Burial July 27, Creighton, 85; Funeral Services July 
2023 at St. Mary's Church. 26,2023 at Donaldson-Seymour 

Indian Lake - Jeanne L. 
(Bordeaux) Gerber, 87; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 29,2023 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Madrid - Lucille Matilda (Dures­
ne) Burns, 93; Private Services to 
be held. 

Malone - Adele Eleanor (Fellion) 
Fleury, 95; Mass of Christian 
Burial Aug.l,2023 at Notre Dame 
Church. 

Massena - Mary Elizabeth 
(Salisbury) Dumas, 98; Private ser­
vices to be held; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Norman C. Halley, 
74; Mass of Christian Burial July 
28,2023 at Sacred Heart Church; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Donald Paul Porto lese, 
93; Mass of Christian Burial July 
27,2023 at Church of the Sacred 
Heart. 

Norfolk - Jean T. (Amo) Deleel, 
90; Private Services to be held. 

------------------
Diocesan Directories 

now available! 
,------, 

2023·2024 The Official 2023-2024 
Directory of the 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 
includes detailed 

information about 
parishes, schools and 

other Catholic 
organizations. 

Diocese of 
Ogdensburg 

Directory 
The Roman Catholic Diocese ol 

Northc:mNewYort 

2023-2024 Directories now available! 
Online at www.northcountrycatholic.org 
for faster delivery or fill out form below 

(Please cut out and send entire ad) 

Make checks payable to 
North CountlY Catholic 

PO Box 106 
Canajoharie, NY 13317 

(please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in fonn) 

I Enclosed is my check for $ __ for __ directories I 

I I I Name ________________________________ __ 

I Address, ________________ _ 
I 

May God bless you abundantly, 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SS] Norfolk - Robert E.Joy, 68; I City State __ Zip 

~----------------------- . 
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St. Mary's in Canton has the answers you need 
By Keith Benman 
Contributing Writer 

Where does the July 
4th Famous Nathan's 
hot dog eating contest 
take place? 

Which two U.S. presi­
dents died on the same 
day: July 4, 1826? 

There are seven sac­
raments recognized by 
the Catholic Church, 
can you name four? 

What's the latest and 
greatest social event 
taking place at St. 
Mary's in Canton? Okay, 
you probably guessed it 
by now: Trivia Night. 

PHOTO BY KEITH BENMAN/N ORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 

Biczo says she and her 
husband are Trivia en­
thusiasts who moved to 
the Canton area recent­
ly from Phoenix, Ariz. 

"It's a good com­
munity builder," said 
Biczo. "We really liked 
the idea of getting peo­
ple together outside of 
church." 

The organizers and 
Fr. Stitt emphasize 
the night is open to all 
adults age 2l-and-over 
from the community -
Catholics and non-Cath­
olics alike. 

"It's another way to 
welcome communi­
ty members, not just 
people in the parish, 
but others as well," 
said co-organizer Patty 
Biczo. 

The teams are hard at work coming up with an answer at Trivia Night at St. Mary's (anton, on Saturday, 
July 15. 

They plan to hold the 
Trivia nights quarterly. 
So the next chance to 
show off your knowl­
edge should be some­
time this fall. Just keep 
an eye on your floc­
knotes or the "St. Mary's 
Catholic Church Can­
ton" page on Facebook. On a recent Saturday 

night about 30 people 
showed up for an hour­
and-a-half of Trivia fun, 
pizza and beverages at 
St. Mary's church hall. 
The first parish Trivia 
Night, taking place in 
the winter - with less 
competition from out­
door diversions - drew 
about 60. 

"Everybody was say­
ing they had so much 

fun and please, please 
do it again," said Aman­
da Conklin, the event's 
other co-organizer. 

Andrew and Alyssa 
Bigelow were among 
those wanting to do it 
again. 

"We enjoyed it," An­
drew said. "And we 
won," chimed in Alyssa. 

Andrew and Alys­
sa were hard at work 
with their team on the 
recent Saturday night. 
St. Mary's Pastor Bryan 
Stitt was the emcee call-

ing out the questions. 
There are four catego­
ries of 10 questions 
each to answer. And 
there's also pizza, pop­
corn, and beverages, in­
cluding wine and beer. 
Three door prizes are 
dished out during the 
night as well as a grand 
cash prize for the win­
ning team. Admission 
fee is $20. 

A big part of the idea 
was to give parents a 
cheap night out where 
they could socialize and 
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get a break from the 
kids, Conklin said. To 
that end, child care is 
included. It's just down 
the hall in a classroom. 

Conklin and Biczo 
came up with the idea 
by separate paths. 
Conklin is St. Mary's 
director of new evange­
lization. Biczo is a new 
parish member. Conklin 
had heard about how 
much fun Trivia nights 
are from her sister, who 
plays at St. Bernard's 
Church in Saranac Lake. 

Bonus: Answers to 
first three questions 
above 

- Coney Island 
- John Adams and 

Thomas Jefferson 
- The seven sacra­

ments of the Catholic 
Church are Baptism, 
Penance, Eucharist, 
Confirmation, Matri­
mony, Holy Orders and 
Anointing of the Sick. 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

135 Keyes Avenue 
Watertown · 782-4910 
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Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 Ai\rf - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM 
400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciousblood.org 


