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VIRTUAL EVENT 

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 
You are invited to take part in a 
Friendship Group that will provide 
you with dynamic reading and 
personalized formation to grow in 
holiness with others online. 

Date: Sept. 14 
Time:7p.m. 
Place: Zoom 
Features: Father Jonas Verde­

flor, OMV will discuss the book 
Total Consecration through the 
Mysteries of the Rosary by Father 
Ed Broom, OMV with us and an-

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Cllnton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

LIVING STONES, A CALL 
TO SERVICE 
Plattsburgh - Members ofthe Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg Living Stones 
Committee will be updating on 
the work of the committee and 
plans for the future of our diocese. 

Date: Oct. 4 
Time: 6 p.m., Mass; 7 p.m., Pro­

gram; 8 p.m., Fellowship 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Cost: $5 per person for refresh­

ments would be most appreciated. 
Contact: RSVP to Mary Skillan 

at mskillan30@gmail.com 

swer your questions. All it takes is The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
a few minutes daily. In these pag- Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: St. Regis Falls - All are invited to 
es you will be transformed as you North Country Catholi c, PO Box 326, the monthly first Saturday Devo-
grow closer to Our Lord and Our Ogdensburg, NY 13669 tion and Holy Hour for Vocations. 
L d If I d h th O b k e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. a y. you a rea y ave IS 00, Date: First Saturday of the 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. you may start your preparation on I--__ __ -I Month 
Sept.3 in order to make your con- Features: High school age ST. ANN'S HARVEST DINNER Time: Following the 4:30 antic-
secration on Oct. 7, Our Lady of the men and older are invited to gath- Altona - St. Ann's and Holy Angels ipated Mass 
Rosary. er with Father Howard Venette to Parishes will be having a harvest Place: St. Ann's Church 

Contact: To sign up, visit: discuss this vocation. Virtual par- dinner. Features: Prayer after Mass, 
https://mailchLmp/sophiainsti- ticipation may also be available for Date: Sept. 17 Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls 
tute/friendship-groups. The book those unable to attend in person. Time: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. and the Holy Souls, Novena in 
is on sale at www.sophiainstitute. Contact: Please email Father Place: Holy Angels Hall Honor of Our Lady of the Miracu-
com. For more information, please Venette at info@rcdony.org Cost: Adults, $15;Children 6-12, lous Medal, Chaplet of Divine Mer-
contact Mary Beth Bracy at mbra- $8; under 5, Free cy, The Reparation Rosary of the 
cy@sophiainstitute.com TURKEY DINNER Features: Turkey and all the Blessed Virgin Mary with private 

Lyon Mountain - St. Bernard's & trimmings, Apple and Pumpkin meditation on the 15 Mysteries of CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
Ellenburg - Our Lady of the Ad­
irondacks invite you to First Satur­
day Communal Devotions. 

Schedule: Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4 
and Dec. 2 

Time: 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Features: You are warmly 

invited to join us as we pray for 
peace by meeting the conditions 
ofthis powerful devotion made in 
reparation to our Lady's Immacu­
late Heart. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976. 

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT 
Plattsburgh - Are you a single 
Catholic man who is hearing the 
Lord's call to the Priesthood? 
Consider joining others who are 
listening and seeking to respond. 

Date: Sept. 3 and 17, Oct. 15 
and 29, Nov. 12, Dec. 3 

Time: 4 p.m. to 5 
Place: St. Peter's Church 

St. Edmunds will be having a Fall desserts, Bake Sale, Themed Bas- the Rosary, Adoration ofthe Bless-
Turkey Dinner. ket Raffle and 50/50 Raffle. ed Sacrament reposed in the Tab-

Date: Sept. 10 Contact: For more info., please ernacle, and Prayers for the Holy 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. to 4 p.m. call 518-236-5632 Father and his intentions. 
Place: Lyon Mountain Ameri-

can Legion Post 1623 
Cost: Adults, $15;Children 6-10, 

$10; under 5, free 
Features: 50/50 various raffles. 

Proceeds will benefit the parish 
fuel fund. 

Contact: For more information 
call 518-594-3907 or 518-593-
2052 

APPLEFEST 
Peru - The 45th Annual St.Augus­
tine's Applefest to be held. 

Date: Sept. 16 
Schedule: Grounds open at 

10:30 a.m.; Parade at 11 a.m. 
Features: Giant Craft Fair, Mu­

sic, A Multitude of Foods including 
a Chicken BBQ, Bake Sale, Games, 
Train Ride, Bouncy House, Silent 
Auction, Grand Raffle, Pull Tabs. 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE 
Plattsburgh - Women's Ministry 
to be held offering two new stud­
ies. 

Date: Begins Oct. 12 and will 
last for 22 weeks. 

Time: 10 a.m. to 11 :45 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 

Place: Stjohn's Dwyer/McAvoy 
Parish Center 

Cost: Suggested donation is 
$40 

Features: The two studies 
being offered are "Opening Your 
Heart"for newcomers and "Touch­
ing The Divine" for the 2nd year 
group. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Janice Tobin at 518-569-
5370 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
FOUNDATION COURSE 
Plattsburgh - Using the Westberg 
Institute for Faith Community 
Nursing curriculum, this course is 
open to RN's or other persons in­
terested in health ministry in their 
church or community. 

Schedule: Oct. 12 and Nov.9 at 
st. Joseph's Community Outreach 
Center; Oct. 19, 26 and Nov. 2 will 
be virtual via Zoom (AilS sessions 
are required) 

Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Features: Faith Community 

Nurses (Parish Nurses) provide 
health education and counseling, 
serve as patient advocates and 
connect patients to resources in 
the community. They care for the 
whole person - body, mind and 
spirit - with a particular focus on 

the spiritual. Mercy Care's Faith 
Community Nurse Program is a 
volunteer program. Nurses may 
choose the number of hours they 
are able to give. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Lexi Bevilacqua at abev­
ilacqua@adkmercy.org or 518-
523-5446 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of Ad­
oration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Date: Sept. 3 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

FRANCISCAN MINI RETREAT 
Watertown - The Secular Fran­
ciscan Fraternity invites you to 
join them for a time of scripture, 
prayer and fellowship followed by 
refreshments. 

Date: Sept. 17 
Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: St. Patrick's Church 

THEME BASKET RAFFLE 
Houseville - St. Hedwig's Society 
will have their Annual Theme Bas­
ket Raffle. 

Date: Oct. 8, 15, 22 after the 
celebration of the 11 a.m. Mass. 
No tickets sold during Mass. 

Cost: $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 
tickets 

Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: Theme baskets will 

be on display. Final drawing will 
be on Oct. 22 at 1 p.m. A bake sale 
and limited kielbasa sandwich 
luncheon will also be featured on 
this day. Proceeds will support 
church restoration and communi­
tyoutreach. 

Contact: For questions or do­
nations of theme baskets or bake 
sale items please contact Elaine 
315-486-5532, Mary Ann 315-
348-6260 or L,ta 315-348-7006. 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devotions 
for First Saturday. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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Date: SepU 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to 
have first Saturday Rosary Devo­
tion. 

Date: SepU 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima. 
Confessions will be available. Sat­
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: SepU 
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and st. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Sept. 10 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to AL­
pHA. 

12 
Date: Tuesdays starting Sept. 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Free to all and in-

cludes a delicious meal. 
Contact: Parish office at 315-

769-2469 or go to massenacatho­
lics.com for info or to register. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
The Family Life Office is offering 
the Surviving Divorce Program in 
Plattsburgh. 

Date: Starting Aug. 30 
Place: St. John the XXIII New-

man Center 
Time: 6 p.m. to 8 
Features: Surviving Divorce 

features twelve video presenta­
tions that cover topics such as 
shock and grief, anger and for­
giveness, money issues, dealing 
with children and a former spouse, 
and annulment and remarriage. 
This program is for the newly sep­
arated and divorced and those still 
struggling many years later. It will 
help them find answers to their 
questions, restore their hope, and 
begin authentic healing. 

Contact: To register, go to 
https://www.rcdony.org /sur­
vivingdivorce. For more informa­
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920. 

MARRIAGE JUBILEE 
We invite all families to join us at 
the annual Marriage Jubilee. 

Date: Sept. 10 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: Bishop LaValley will 

be presiding. Whether you have 
been married for less than 1 year 
or over 50 years, we want to ac­
knowledge your commitment 
and celebrate with you. Married 
couples that wish to receive a cer­
tificate signed by Bishop LaValley 
and have their names appear in 
the program should register no 
later than Sept. 1 at https://www. 
rcdony.org/family-life/jubileereg. 
html. There will be a gathering 
with refreshments after the Mass. 

Contact: For more information 
please contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 or info@rcdony.org. 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac Lake - If you (or a friend) 
are suffering after an abortion, 
you're not alone. Consider partic­
ipating in Rachel 's Vineyard After 

Abortion Healing Retreat. 
Date: Sept. 15-17 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Contact: For more information, 

contact the Respect life office. 
Registration is online at rcdony. 
org/pro-life. lf you'd like to attend 
a retreat in another location visit 
wwwJachelsvineyard.org for a 
list of locations. Don't suffer alone. 
Help is available. 

SISTERS OF S1. JOSEPH LAY 
ASSOCIATE PROGRAM 
The Sisters of St. Joseph invite 
those who are interested in learn­
ing about their Lay Associate Pro­
gram. 

Schedule: Sept. 16, 2 p.m. to 4 
at St. Patrick's Parish Center, Colton; 
Sept. 17, 2:30 p.m. to 4 at St.john 
XXIII Newman Center, Plattsburgh. 

Features: Associates meet 
once a month to learn about the 
spirituality, the charism and mis­
sion and history of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, pray together, and dis­
cuss ways to deepen one's spiritual 
life. This group is open to men and 
women. 

Contact: If you are interested, 
please contact Sister Mary Eamon 
(smelyngssj@yahoo.com) or Sister 
Bethany srbethssj@gmail.com or 
call 315-782-3460. 

CHRIST IS HERE WORKSHOP 
The Department of Education 
for the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
will be presenting Christ is Here: 
Come Encounter Him, a workshop 
on how to see Christ in the world. 
Christ Is Here is an opportunity to 
understand how Christ draws us 
to Him through all things in this 
world! 

Date: Sept. 16 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Locations: St. Andre's Outreach 
Center, Malone; Parish Center, Ad­
ams; Parish Center, Croghan; Parish 
Center, Redford; Brzana Hall, St. 
Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg 

Cost: $20 
Features: All are welcome to 

attend this workshop. Join us as 
we view short video talks based 
on the book Mysterion by Father 

Harrison Ayre. He will unveil how 
to see Christ in the world and be 
Christ to the world through the 
Sacramental Worldview. Please 
bring your own lunch. 

Contact: To register go to 
www.rcdony.org/christ 

HIGHSCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
WEEKEND 
Saranac Lake - Highschool stu­
dents in grades 9-12 are invited to 
a leadership weekend. 

Date: Sept. 22 at 7 p.m. to Sept. 
24 at 1:30 p.m. 

Place: Camp Guggenheim 
Cost: $95 
Features: Grow your lead­

ership skills, meet great people, 
make a difference in the world. 

Contact: Register by Sept. 
18 at: https://www.rcdony.org/ 
youth.html Questions contact, 
Anita Soltero, Youth Director at 
info@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920 

BLUE MASS 
Morrisonville - The entire North­
ern NY Community is invited to 
join in prayer for the safety and 
well being of all first responders 
and public safety personnel. 

Date: SepU 4 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Alexander's Church 
Features: Bishop LaValley will 

celebrate the annual Blue Mass. 
The Blue Mass is the Church's 
way to offer thanksgiving to God 
for the dedication and sacrifices 
made by the men and women 
of Fire, EMS, Corrections, Law En­
forcement, and Communications. 
First Responders, their families, 
and all the faithful are invited to 
attend the celebration. Uniforms 
are encouraged but not required. 

Contact: Questions can be 
addressed to Father Chris Carrara, 
Blue Mass Committee Chair at 
info@rcdony.org or by phone at 
315-393-2920. 

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - Our Lady of the Ro­
sary Healing Retreat for Women to 
be held. 

Date: Oct. 5-8 

Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $275 per person, $100 

Deposit 
Features: Retreat for women 

18 years or older. Registrations 
begin July 1,2023 

Contact: For more informa­
tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
651 -6895 or go to https://www. 
rcdony.org/ourlady. Donations 
accepted to by payable to OLRHR 
and sent to Wadhams hall. 

ANDREW DINNERS 
Come and join Bishop LaValley to 
learn more about being a priest. 
Any man of high school age and 
above is welcome to attend the 
Andrew Dinner sponsored by the 
Vocation Office. Parents are wel­
come to attend. 

Dates: Clinton-Northern Frank­
lin Deanery, Oct. 1 at St. Alexan­
der's Parish Center, Morrisonville; 
Adirondack Mountain Deanery, 
Oct. 8 at Holy Ghost Parish Center, 
Tupper Lake; St. Lawrence Dean­
ery, Oct.15 at Church of the Visita­
tion Hall, Norfolk; Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery, Oct. 29 at St. James Par­
ish Hall, Carthage 

Time: The program begins at 
5 pm followed by Holy Hour and 
dinner with Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley, and area pastors and priests. 

Contact: If you are interested 
in attending, speak to your pastor 
and register at https://wWWJcdo­
ny.org/andrewdinners. 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Family Guggen­
heim registration is open. 

Schedule: Oct. 6-8 
Features: Family Guggenheim 

welcomes families of all dimen­
sions to come enjoy a special 
weekend in the beauty of the Ad­
irondacks. Expect fun family work­
shops and activities that will have 
you working, laughing and pray­
ing together. Celebrate Christ's 
presence in your lives! 

Contact: For more information 
and to register, go to wwwJcdony. 
org/family-life/fg.html or contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920, 
info@rcdony.org. 
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Rescuing lost, neglected Catholic books 
By Zelda Caldwell 
Catholic News Agency 

John Emmet Clarke, 
the 31-year-old edi­
tor-in-chief of the Cath­
olic publishing house 
Cluny Media based in 
Providence, Rhode Is­
land, is on a mission to 
rescue lost and forgotten 
Catholic books. 

Unlike other publishers 
who publish the works 
of living authors, Cluny 
deals mostly with the 
dead - writers whose 
books have been out of 
print for decades and can 
only be found in used 
bookstores, if at all. 

The company looks for 
"simply good books that 
are hard to find, too ex­
pensive, or just plain for­
gotten, and licensing new 
editions or recovering 
them from the public do­
main and putting them 
out again," Clarke said. 

Founded in 2015, Clu­
ny Media has amassed a 
catalog of about 360 ti­
tles, fiction, nonfiction, 
and books on Catholic 
spirituality that were out 
of print and unavailable. 
The company's logo de­
picts a monk writing in 
a book - a nod to the 
monks of the Abbey of 
Cluny, whose library was 
for centuries one of the 
greatest repositories of 
the written word. 

Some of the books 
they've republished are 
lost classics by well­
known, mostly Catholic 
authors, including French 
Catholic George Ber­
nanos, American writer 
Willa Cather, Italian nov­
elist Ignazio Silone, and 
the Norwegian Catholic 
convert Sigrid Undset. 

Others are by authors 
whose works have been 
consigned to oblivion be­
cause tastes changed and 
it was no longer profit­
able to publish them. 

"A lot of these works 
from the recent tradi­
tion, the last 120 years, 
have been neglected not 

so much out of choice, 
because they're not qual­
ity or they have been re­
placed by superior works 
- it's simply because you 
can't access them be­
cause it's unclear who 
owns them," Clarke said. 

Some of the books are 
now in the public domain 
and no longer protected 
under copyright laws, but 
for others, it takes a bit 
of legal detective work to 
determine who owns the 
rights to the works. 

For Cluny Media, famil­
iarity with the law is just 
as necessary as knowl­
edge of the Catholic liter­
ary tradition. 

"My father [Leo Clarke] 
is one of the co-founders 
and he's an attorney. And 
so part of his background 
is his understanding of 
copyright law, which is 
the main barrier to en­
try, really, for the past 
in terms of publishing, 
because it's a very diffi­
cult, intricate area of law 
to navigate," Clarke told 
CNA. 

Clarke and his former 
classmate at Providence 
College, Scott W. Thomp­
son, 31, who serves as 
Cluny's chief operating 
and financial officer, 
took over ownership and 
operation of the compa­
ny in 2017. 

In the company's ear­
ly days, Clarke recalled, 
they used Robert Royal's 
"A Deeper Vision: The 
Catholic Intellectual Tra­
dition of the Twentieth 
Century" (Ignatius, 2015) 
as a reference to help 
identify works to pub­
lish. 

Among the first Cluny 
books was the French 
Catholic philosopher 
Jacques Maritain's 1920 
book "Art and Scholasti­
cism," which Clarke was 
assigned to read as an 
undergraduate. 

"The professor would 
have to Xerox the book 
for us because he 
couldn't ask us to buy it 
because it was only avail-

able used. You can't ask 
20 students to each drop 
$100 on a used copy, 
" Clarke said, recalling 
that he read Maritain's 
books as a "stapled print­
er paper edition" for four 
classes while a philoso­
phy major at Providence. 

"I finally emailed my 
professor after graduat­
ing, 'We're starting this 
publishing house and 
we're looking to recover 
lost works. Do you know 
why 'Art and Scholas­
ticism' has never been 
republished in a qual­
ity edition? He said, 'I 
think it's because no one 
knows who Maritain's es­
tate is, and so no one's 
really touched it.' So that 
became one of our first 
works. We identified the 
rights holder, licensed 
the book, and repub­
lished it," Clarke said. 

They acquired their 
second book in a similar 
way: Myles Connolly's 
1928 novel "Mr. Blue," 
about a modern-day St. 
Francis who gives up a 
life of riches in New York 
City to live a life of pov­
erty and serve the poor. 
The Jesuit-run publishing 
company Loyola Press 
came out with a new edi­
tion in 2005 but let its 
license lapse, so Cluny 
swept in and purchased 
the rights to republish it. 

Sometimes it takes 
years to acquire the 
rights to a book. Such 
was the case with "All in 
the Family," a 1966 nov­
el about a Kennedy-es­
que Boston family by the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author Edwin O'Connor, 
best known for his novel 
"The Last Hurrah." 

"We tried for at least 
three or four years in­
vestigating, trying to find 
who in his family or his 
prior literary agents ac­
tually was the decision 
maker. And finally, I 
found three people in the 
state of Connecticut who 
could possibly be it. And 
I called their homes. Ijust 

looked in the phone book 
and called and I spoke 
with [O'Connor's] grand­
daughter. I explained 
who I was. She was very 
taken aback, actually. 
'How did you find me?' 
'In the phone book. ... 

Those who have read 
Sigrid Undset's Nobel 
Prize-winning trilogy 
"Kristin Lavransdatter," 
which some have called 
the greatest Catholic nov­
el ever written, might be 
thrilled to discover that 
there are other books of 
hers to read. Her long 
out-of-print "The Wild 
Orchid" and "The Burn­
ing Bush" are available 
in new editions (like all 
Cluny books, the cover 
art is designed by Clarke 
and his mother, Kathleen 
Clarke). 

Clarke says he's also 
proud to be bringing 
back to life the novels of 
Helen C. White, a long­
time professor of English 
at the University of Wis­
consin who wrote histor­
ical fiction in the 1930s. 
Cluny published her nov­
el "A Watch in the Night," 
about a Franscian friar 
in the 13th century, and 
plans to publish more of 
her books in the future. 

"She was runner-up 
for the Pulitzer for it 
and almost won the Na­
tional Book Award. It's 
a phenomenal book, 
and it only ever had one 
printing despite the fact 
that it almost won those 
awards. And same with 
all her books she's pub­
lished by McMillan." 

"I can't even remember 
where I first found her 
name, but that was real­
ly amazing to find these 
historical novels. I hav­
en't found anything else 
really like them," he said. 

Among Cluny's current 
bestsellers, which are 
available online and at 
some independent and 
university bookstores, 
is "A Sign of Contradic­
tion," a book of medita­
tions taken from a Lenten 

retreat given by Cardinal 
Karol Wojtyla before he 
became Pope John Paul II. 

Also popular: Rumer 
Godden's 1969 novel "In 
the House of Brede"; the 
English Catholic priest 
and theologian Ron­
ald Knox's "The Mass in 
Slow Motion"; and French 
Catholic historian Henri 
Daniel-Rops' 10-volume 
history of the Catholic 
Church, which became 
something of a surprise 
hit, Clarke said. 

A cradle Catholic, 
Clarke attributes his 
taste for old books to his 
upbringing. His mother 
used the "great books" 
program as part of her 
home schooling curricu­
lum. 

Clarke laments that as 
a society we have lost 
touch with the past and 
attributes it in part to a 
neglect of its literature. 

"If you only read the 
new stuff without that 
foundation, I think you 
just get lost. But I think 
we see that in our dis­
course, whether that's 
within the Church or 
within our political order. 
There's a lot of talk and a 
lot of ideas and a lot of 
remonstration. But no 
common foundation be­
cause we don't know our 
past," said Clarke, whose 
own writing can be found 
on his Substack, "Lord of 
Indiscipline. " 

"We don't share com­
mon books, though we 
have a common past. So 
why don't we access that 
common past through lit­
erature and understand 
where we came from so 
we can see where we're 
going?" 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

It's not always easy 
In last week's read- jeremiah, in the 

ings, Peter was given first reading, had 
the keys to the king- been made a reluctant 
dom. In this week's prophet. jeremiah even 
readings, he claims that God 
nearly gets them duped him into 
taken away! je- the job. He's so 
sus is so upset angry and dis-
with him that he couraged at the 
exclaims, "Get rough treatment 
thee behind me, he receives from 
Satan!" That's his own jewish 
tough language! people that he 

Peter got him- '---.----' decides to quit. 
self in trouble MonSignor Paul However, he 
for strongly pro- E. Whitmore can't get rid of 
testing jesus' the fire in his 
prediction of His heart, so he con-
Passion. In effect, jesus tinues to prophecy that 
is telling his disciples, Babylon was chosen as 
I never promised you a God's instrument for 
rose garden!" chastising Israel. 

If we think jesus is Why? 
unfair, His Father had Because Israel was 
done this before. just plain unfaithful, 

September 3 

22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Jeremiah 20: 7-9 
Romans 12: 1-2 

Matthew 16:21-27 

and they deserved pun­
ishment. 

Not that the truth 
makes a prophet's job 
any easier! 

God has called all of 
us to discipleship, and 
we must be prepared 
for opposition. 

It goes against popu­
lar thinking and popu­
lar belief to be either a 
prophet or an apostle. 

How about just a 
plain, ordinary Chris-

CALLED TO SERVE 

tian? 
We don't fare any bet­

ter. 
We get criticized at 

home, at the office, 
and even sometimes 
in Church from more 
comfortable Church 
members. 

How many times in 
our lives have we felt 
that jesus' teaching 
was just too much? 
We don't like turning 
the other cheek or for­
giving 70 times seven 
times. We don't like be­
ing criticized or even 
ridiculed for standing 
up for Church teach­
ing on abortion or con­
traception or stem cell 
research or the death 
penalty. 

Yet, if we're loyal and 

faithful. .... 
St. Paul gives us some 

very good advice in to­
day's second reading 
(You might even mark 
your bible, even mem­
orize it): "Do not con­
form ourselves to this 
age but be transformed 
by the renewal of your 
mind" and "offer your 
bodies as a living sacri­
fice, holy and pleasing 
to God." 

Following Christ isn't 
for babies. So maybe 
God or the priest didn't 
tell us everything when 
we started out. But that 
was a long time ago, 
and we've grown up 
since then. So, let's get 
on with it, and remem­
ber, there is a final act 
called Resurrection. 

Marriage: God found it very good 
You may have wit­

nessed a renewal of 
promises by a married 
couple at Mass on oc­
casion. This beautiful 
practice is usually re­
served for a significant 
anniversary, 25 or 50 or 
more years. 

I presided at such an 
event once and said in 
my reflection that I was 
not comfortable with 
the word "renew" when 
it comes to the prom­
ises a couple makes to 
each other on their wed­
ding day. 

We renew a driver's 
license or a magazine 
subscription. 

Somehow the word 
"renew" just doesn't 
seem appropriate to 
promises that are so 
significant, so compel­
ling to the lives of the 
man and woman who 
have committed them­
selves to each other be­
fore God. 

But I challenge you to 
find a word that better 
defines the act of re­
stating those promises 
made a while back. 

Marriage is a wonder­
ful vocation. 

Ask any couple mar­
ried for a significant 
period and they will tell 
you it has not been a 
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cake walk. Kathy and I the building blocks of 
have been working at it intimacy. More than 
for almost 53 years. anything else, I com-

Marriage has its chal- mend you for trusting 
lenges, its difficult mo- God and trusting your 
ments, but they are just future spouse. Your 
that - moments . .-----:=----, marriage will 
The promise a depend on that 
couple makes continued trust." 
is for a lifetime. Our diocese 
Those moments will celebrate 
pale over the that trust when 
long haul. Bishop Terry R. 

An author on LaValley blesses 
the Catholic all the married 
Mom website, couples when 
jenelle Peregoy, Deacon they gather at St. 
spoke of mar- Kevin Mastellon Mary's Cathedral 
riage when she in Ogdensburg 
wrote recently, "I September 10. 
commend you for set- The 2:30 p.m. Mass 
ting aside your skepti- and blessing that day 
cism enough to seek a marks the successful 
partner. I commend you completion of a day or 
for falling in love. I com- many, many years in 
mend you for allowing married life. 
yourself to become vul- The deacon commu­
nerable and in turn ac- nity in the diocese and 
cepting your partner's the Family Life Depart­
vulnerability. These are ment cosponsor the 

event. You can register 
at www.rcdony.org.Do 
it today so your anni­
versary can be memori­
alized with a certificate. 

Here is a prayer that 
blesses the women and 
men who have answered 
the call to a marriage 
vocation. 

"Lord, look with kind­
ness upon them today, 
and as you have sus­
tained their communion 
amid joys and struggles, 
renew their Marriage 
covenant each day, in­
crease their charity, 
and strengthen in them 
the bond of peace, that 
they may forever enjoy 
your bleSSing. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen!" 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director of 
Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 
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Prayer amidst pain 
Pakistan is known for its ongoing tensions between 
the various religious groups present in the area. In 
recent months, some Christian Pakastani have been 
accused of blasphemy and arrested. This has led to 

acts of violence against Christians living in the region. 

Prayer, solidarity with the displaced, demand for 
justice: this is how the Christian community in Paki­
stan lives in the days following the events of Aug. 16 
in the town of jaranwala, where a wave of violence 
- caused by charges of blasphemy against two Chris­
tians - destroyed 26 churches, chapels and halls of 
worship (including three Catholic), 800 houses and 
left more than three thousand Pakistani citizens of 
Christian faith homeless. In the Diocese of Faisalabad, 
which encompasses jaranwala, Catholic communities 
have come together to pray in all churches. 

On Aug. 20, a special Day of Prayer announced by 
the Episcopal Conference of Pakistan, Msgr. Indrias 
Rehmat, Bishop of Faisalabad, celebrated Mass in 
the streets of the devastated neighborhood near the 
rubble of St Paul's Catholic Church alongside Father 
Khalid Mukhtar, the neighborhood's Catholic priest. 
All the Christian families participated with devotion 
and emotion, finding consolation in the closeness ex­
pressed by all the other faithful and in the approach 
to the Eucharist. "The Lord is always by our side. He 
is with us in suffering. His Body and His Blood are a 
source of strength, patience, hope and bear witness 
to God's eternal love for his people. He is in the midst 
of us today and let us not despair," the bishop told 
the faithful, many of whom had lost their homes and 
personal belongings. 

[ ... J Along with prayer, a joint solidarity effort is 
underway for displaced families in jaranwala. Cari­
tas Faisalabad, with a team of volunteers, is distrib­
uting food parcels, hygiene kits and cooking utensils 
to affected families. Religious communities such as 
the Dominican Sisters of Faisalabad are active prepar­
ing and bringing cooked food to the displaced. The 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate are working 
in the area to provide basic necessities such as tents 
and blankets. An action has also been launched by the 
Cecil & Iris Chaudhry Foundation led by Catholic Mi­
chelle Chaudhry. 

There are around 3,000 displaced people, including 
200 children. [ ... J. The police have already arrested 
more than a hundred suspects who are believed to 
be frontline looters. Meanwhile, to meet the needs of 
displaced families, the Punjab provincial government 
said it had approved compensation of 2 millions of 
rupees (6,700 USD) for each of the affected families." 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Funeral Mass celebrated 
for Joseph Denoncourt 

A Mass of Christian 
Burial for Joseph E. 
Denoncourt, 92, of Og­
densburg was celebrat­
ed on Friday, August 
11, at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral with Father Joseph 
Morgan as celebrant. 

Mr. Denoncourt died 
on Monday morning, 
August 7, 2023, at St. 
Joseph's Nursing Home 
surrounded by his lov­
ing family. 

Joseph E. Denoncourt 
was born on August 
7, 1931, in Manches­
ter, New Hampshire. 
He was the son of the 
late]. Edward and Rose 
(Therrien) Denoncourt. 
He attended Central 
High School and earned 
his GED, enlisted in the 
United States Air Force, 
and served in the Ko­
rean War as a Mainte­
nance Mechanic. 

On April 17, 1953 
he married Mary Ellen 
Gaffney at the Sacred 
Heart Chapel in Og­
densburg. Mrs. Denon­
court died on Novem­
ber 11, 2022. 

After Joe's time in the 
Air Force, the couple 
moved back to Ogdens­
burg in 1955. In 1956, 
their first child was 
born. In 1958, Joe built 
their home at 1210 Jay 
Street without a pow­
er tool. Over the years, 
Joe worked all sorts of 

densburg Housing Au­
thority as clerk of the 
works until his retire­
ment in 1991. 

He enjoyed couples 
bowling, square danc­
ing, and traveling; Al­
berta Canada, Branson 
Missouri, and Florida 
to name a few. The 
couple made an annual 
trip to Hampton Beach, 
New Hampshire with 
the children for many 
years. They enjoyed 
their boy's hockey 
years and their grand­
children's sporting 
events. 

For many years, Joe 
proudly maintained a 
large garden, winning 
the "Maple City Award" 
one year. 

He was a devout Cath­
olic, a parishioner of 
St. Mary's Cathedral, 
a hardworking mem­
ber of the St. Vincent 
De Paul Society, help­
ing the needy for over 
25 years, and a proud 
4th-degree Knight in 
the Knights of Colum­
bus. 

On July 10, 2022 Joe 
received the Edgar P. 
Wadhams Award for 
Distinguished Service 
for St. Mary's Cathedral 
from Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley for his years 
of devoted service. 

His greatest joy was 
spending time with his 

children, grandchil­
dren, and great-grand­
children. 

He is survived by his 
children, Myra Pitcher 
and her husband Cur­
tis, Denise Barse and 
her husband Fred, Jo­
seph Denoncourt and 
his wife Jennifer, Mi­
chael Denoncourt and 
his wife Karen, and 
Danielle Denoncourt; 
two brothers, Robert 
(Pauline) Denoncourt 
and Roger (Jeannine) 
Denoncourt; his broth­
er-in-law, Merrill Ship­
man; 20 grandchildren 
and seven great-grand­
children; and several 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

He is predeceased by 
his son, Patrick Denon­
court;granddaughter, 
Monica Ellen Barse; his 
grandson, Cory Edward 
Denoncourt; and his 
sisters, Irene Shipman 
and Rose Morris. 

Expressions of sym­
pathy may take the 
form of donations to 
Our Lady's Ministry 
C/ O St. Mary's Recto­
ry 125 Ford Ave. Og­
densburg, NY or to the 
Ogdensburg Boys and 
Girls Club 610 Pater­
son St. Ogdensburg, NY 
13669. 

Online condolences 
may be made at www. 
LaRuePitcher.com 
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Bishop LaValley to 
celebrate Mass at state 
Eucharistic Co __ ".,_ 

Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley will celebrate Mass 
at Our Lady of Martyrs 
Shrine in Auriesville on 
Oct. 21 as part of the New 
York State Eucharistic 
Congress. 

Bishop LaValley will cel­
ebrate the Mass at 11 a.m. 

The Eucharistic Con­
gress will run from Oct. 
20 to 22. 

So far, more than 5,000 
are registered to attend. 
Registration is required 
for all who plan to attend, 
including those attend­
ing as a group or as vol­
unteers. Register at ny­
seucharisticcongress.org. 

Speakers include: 
· Cardinal Timothy 

Dolan - Welcome and re­
marks 

· Father Dave Dwyer, 
CSP "Understanding 
What We Are Doing: To­
ward a More Active and 
Prayerful Participation in 
the Mass" 

· Bishop Joseph Es­
paillat II - "Adoration: 
Fulfilling Our Vocation to 
Love" 

· Father Richard Frag­
omeni, Ph.D. - "Bread of 
Angels, Gift of Baptism, 
Promise of Life: The Eu­
charistic Fulfillment of 
God's Desire" 

· Tim Glemkowski -

"The Need for a Eucharis­
tic Revival" 

· Patrick Kelly - "The 
Eucharistic Heart of a Fa­
ther" 

· Dr. Peter Kreeft -
"The Eucharist as the 
Remedy and Response to 
Secularism" 

• Father Roger Landry 
- Emcee 

2023-2024 Diocesan Directories now available! 

2023·2024 
Diocese of If 

Ogdensburg . ' 

Directory 

$15.00 
each 

The Official 2023-2024 
Directory of the Diocese of 

Ogdensburg includes detailed 
information about parishes, 
schools and other Catholic 

organizations. 

Order online at 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

or call our office at 
315-608-7556 

to order yours today! 

· Sister Mary Grace 
Langrell, SV - "Eucharis­
tic Intimacy: Letting Love 
Conquer Your Heart" 

· Bishop Terry R. la­
Valley - Saturday Mass 
homilist 

· Lisa Lickona - "My 
Defense and Shield and 
Strength and Salvation": 
The Eucharist in the lives 
of our American Woman 
Saints" 

· Mother Clare Matthi­
ass, CFR - "The Incredi­
ble Gift of Eucharistic Ad­
oration" 

· Katy Prejean Mc­
Grady - "Fostering Eu­
charistic Love Within the 
Family" 

· Father Malachy Na­
pier, CFR - "Saint Francis 
of Assisi and the Furnace 
of Charity" 

· Mari Pablo - "Heart 
to Heart: Jesus' Eucharis­
tic Heart and Ours" 

· Bishop Edward 
Scharfenberger - Sunday 
Mass homilist 

AUGUST 3 2023 

CONCERT FOR UKRAINE 

(Above) Father John Yonkovig, pastor of St. Agnes Church in Lake 
Placid, introduces (below) world renown pianist, Dr. Alexander 
Tentser. Dr. Tentser played to an exceptionally energetic audience 
on Aug. 14 at St. Agnes. The concertfeatured music by Ukrainian 
composers including Lysenko, Revutsky and Kosenko. The free will 
offering amounted to $8,141, which will go directly to humanitar­
ian relief efforts in Ukraine. 


