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MARRIAGE
JUBILEE

PHOTOS BY JESSE SOVIE

(Above) Deacon Peter Woolschlager proclaimed the Gospel at the annual diocesan Marriage Jubilee Mass
on Sept. 10 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg. (Below) Couples from around the diocese gathered for
the celebration of the Mass.

(Above) Around 90 couples were honored for their commit-
ment to their vocations at the 2023 Marriage Jubilee Mass
celebrated by Bishop Terry R. LaValley at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral on Sept. 10. (Below) Beth Carlin of Holy Cross Parish

in Plattsburgh served as one of the lectors at the Marriage
Jubilee Mass. (Right) Stephen Tartaglia, diocesan director of
Family Life, addresses the couples gathered for the Mass.
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Bishop Terry R. LaValley was joined by Father Matthew S. Conger, Father Leagon J. Carlin, Father Christopher C. Carrara, Father Joseph A.
Morgan and Father F. James Shurtleff in celebrating the Marriage Jubilee Mass and was aided by Deacon Peter J. Woolschlager and Deacon
Mark Lalonde. (Bottom left) Steven & Patricia Conger of Ogdensburg celebrated 40 years of marriage, and (bottom right) Edward and Theresa

Queal of Watertown celebrated 30 years of marriage.
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Justice Dept. asks court to overturn abortion pill restrictions
President Joe Biden’s Department of Justice is asking the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn an appellate court ruling that ordered the Food and
Drug Administration to put up safeguards that would regulate the use
of an abortion pill. The DOJ filed the appeal on Friday to prevent limits
on the abortion pill mifepristone. The drug has FDA approval to kill a
preborn child up to the 10th week of pregnancy. It is commonly tak-
en with another pill, misoprostol. Although the pill has been on the
market since 2000, an August ruling from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals found that the Food and Drug Administration’s deregulation
of mifepristone in 2016 and later years did not follow legally required
safety protocols.With this ruling, the court ordered the FDA to return to
the rules that were in effect prior to 2016 to ensure the drug is admin-
istered safely. Under post-2016 rules, doctors are allowed to prescribe
the abortion-inducing drug remotely through televisits and women
are allowed to receive the drug through the mail. If the appellate court
ruling goes into effect, both of these practices would be blocked.

NO Archdiocese: Parishes to help pay for abuse settlements
The Archdiocese of New Orleans will ask “parishes, schools, and minis-
tries”for monetary contributions in order to protect their assets during
the archdiocese’s bankruptcy proceedings, which came about in part
because of abuse lawsuits, Archbishop Gregory Aymond announced
in a Sept. 8 letter. The New Orleans Archdiocese filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy in 2020. At the time, the archdiocese said the filing would
“not affect individual church parishes, their schools, schools run by the
various religious orders, or ministries of the Church.”“When we filed
for Chapter 11 reorganization in 2020, | was advised by legal counsel
that the Chapter 11 proceedings would only impact our administrative
offices and not the apostolates —parishes, schools, and ministries — of
the Archdiocese of New Orleans,” Aymond wrote in his recent letter.
“Unfortunately, this is no longer the case because of many external
factors now facing us including the fact that the law governing the
statute of limitations has changed to now permit the filing of past
abuse claims in civil court.”

Pope asks faithful to ‘be close to the people of Morocco’

Pope Francis expressed solidarity with the people of Morocco on
Sunday in the wake of that country’s devastating earthquake and of-
fered his prayers for material help in response to the tragedy and the
charity group pledging to help distribute it. The country was hit by a
6.8-magnitude quake overnight on Friday, with the death toll rapidly
climbing to upward of 2,500 fatalities amid major building collapses
there. Pope Francis last week had offered “prayerful communion in the
face of this natural disaster.” In the pope’s customary address after his
regular Sunday recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father reiterated his
“proximity to the dear people of Morocco”in the wake of the disaster.
“| pray for the injured, for those who have lost their lives — so many! —
and for their relatives,” Francis said.
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ATHOLJIC What you need to know

about Synod on Synodality

By Courtney Mares
(atholic News Agency

The first Vatican assembly for the
global Synod on Synodality will kick
off in October bringing together
clerics and laity alike for nearly one
month of discussions. Here is what
you need to know:

What is the Synod on Synodality?

The Synod on Synodality, initiated
by Pope Francis in October 2021, is
a multiyear, worldwide undertaking
during which Catholics were asked to
submit feedback to their local dioces-
es on the question “What steps does
the Spirit invite us to take in order to
grow in our ‘journeying together?””

The Catholic Church’s massive syn-
odal process has already undergone
diocesan, national, and continental
stages. It will culminate in two glob-
al assemblies at the Vatican. The
first will take place Oct. 4-28 and
the second in October 2024 to advise
the pope on the topic “For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation,
Mission.”

What does synodality mean?

Synodality was defined by the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith’s International Theological
Commission in 2018 as “the action
of the Spirit in the communion of the
Body of Christ and in the missionary
journey of the people of God.”

The 2021 synod preparatory doc-
ument described synodality as “the
form, the style, and the structure of
the Church.”

The latest document published by
the Vatican adds that synodality can
also be understood as something that
“does not derive from the enuncia-
tion of a principle, a theory, or a for-
mula but develops from a readiness
to enter into a dynamic of construc-
tive, respectful, and prayerful speak-
ing, listening, and dialogue.”

“At the root of this process is the
acceptance, both personal and com-
munal, of something that is both a
gift and a challenge: to be a Church
of sisters and brothers in Christ who
listen to one another and who, in so
doing, are gradually transformed by
the Spirit,” it says.

Pope Francis has said that he envi-
sions the Synod on Synodality as “a
journey in accordance with the Spir-

it, not a parliament for demanding
rights and claiming needs in accor-
dance with the agenda of the world,
nor an occasion for following wher-
ever the wind is blowing, but the op-
portunity to be docile to the breath of
the Holy Spirit.”

What are the questions that the Syn-
od on Synodality will try to answer?

There are three overarching ques-
tions for the upcoming synod as-
sembly as defined by the 2023 synod
assembly’s guiding document called
the Instrumentum Laboris:

How can we be more fully a sign and
instrument of union with God and of
the unity of all humanity?

How can we better share gifts and
tasks in the service of the Gospel?

What processes, structures, and in-
stitutions are needed in a missionary
synodal Church?

The main objective of the first
session in October will be to design
a plan of study in a “synodal style”
and to indicate who will be involved
in those discussions, according to the
Instrumentum Laboris. Discernment
will be “completed” in the 2024 ses-
sion of the synod.

What are some of the topics that
could be addressed in the synod as-
sembly?

The Instrumentum Laboris docu-
ment guiding the discussions at the
October synod assembly suggests
discernment on questions regarding
some hot-button topics, including
women deacons, priestly celibacy,
and LGBTQ outreach.

The document also highlights a de-
sire for new institutional bodies to
allow for greater participation in de-
cision-making by the “people of God.”
One of the proposed questions for
discernment for the synod of bishops
asks: “What can we learn about the
exercise of authority and responsibil-
ity from other Churches and ecclesial
communities?”

How does the Synod on Synodality
differ from past synods of bishops?

A synod is a meeting of bishops
gathered to discuss a topic of theo-
logical or pastoral significance in or-
der to prepare a document of advice
or counsel to the pope.

For the first time, the Synod of Bish-
ops in 2023 will include voting dele

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN
GOLF SCRAMBLE
Saranac Lake — St.Bernard’s
School to have their annual golf

tournament.

Date: Sept.23

Schedule: 9 a.m. Registration;
10 a.m.shot gun start

Place: Saranac Lake Golf Club

Cost: $50 per golfer; $25 lunch
only

Features: Get ready to tee off
and enjoy a day of friendly compe-
tition on the greens. A post-tour-
nament lunch will be provided by
Blue Line Brewery and Tail of the
Pup.

Contact: To register a team or
individual player, call or text 518-
524-1726 or email principal@st-
bernardsschool.org

OUTDOOR MASS
Lake Placid — Outdoor Mass to be
held.

Date: Sept.24

Place: Cobble Lookout. Direc-
tions to the trailhead, 3 miles up
Rt. 431 from the Wilmington four
corners, take the right to Frank-
lin Falls (County Road 72). Go 0.3
miles to a turnout on the right.

Schedule: Leave the church
parking lots at 11 a.m., start hik-
ing the trailhead at 11:30 a.m.

Features: It is only one mile
with little climbing and a spectac-
ular view. Bring your own lunch.

Contact: For more information,
contact the St. Agnes rectory at
518-523-2200 or lakeplacidsec@
rcdony.org

FALL RETREAT
Saranac Lake - You are invited
to come away for a day in the
Adirondack Mountains to reflect
on the Book of Creation and to
discover lessons for life as Jesus
often did.
Date: Sept. 26 10 a.m. to Sept.
2710a.m.
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Cost: Suggested Offering, $75
Features: Theme: “Grow Deep
Not Just Tall.” Retreat will include
opportunities for prayer together,
presentations, time for sharing
with one another on the Journey

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0gdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

as well as time for quiet reflection.
Facilitator: Sister Bethany
Fitzgerald, SSJ, Faith Formation
Educator; Father Paul Kelly will
celebrate Mass during the retreat.
Contact: For info.: 315-212-
6592 or srbethssj@gmail.com

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEERS
TRAINING
Saranac Lake — Mercy Care for
the Adirondacks is recruiting new
volunteers for the Friendship
Volunteer Training Program.
Date: Oct.4
Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.
Features: New Volunteers will
join Mercy Care’s more than 100
Friendship Volunteers from Lake
Placid, Saranac Lake, Tupper Lake
and surrounding areas who are
helping their elder neighbors stay
connected to their communities
and helping to make their lives a
little easier and happier.
Contact: To register for the
training, please visit Mercy Care’s
website at www.adkmercy.org
or contact Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy
Care’s Program Director, at abev-
ilacqua@adkmercy.org or call
518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

HARVEST DINNER

Ellenburg - Court Little Rose
#1300 Catholic Daughters is hold-
ing their annual Harvest Dinner.

Date: Sept.24

Time: 11a.m.to4 p.m.

Place: St.Edmund’s Parish Cen-
ter

Cost: Adults,$15; Children 6-12,
$7;5 and under, Free

Features: Roast beef/Roast
pork dinner with all the trim-
mings. Homemade dessert. Raffle,
Bake sale and lottery tree.

Contact: Takeouts available.
518-536-2442

HARVEST DINNER
Chazy — Sacred Heart Church to
have a turkey Harvest Dinner.
Date: Sept.24
Time: 11:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Place: Sacred Heart Parish Cen-
ter
Cost: Adults and all take-outs,
$15; Children 6-12, $8
Features: Visit our Sinners
Den Pantry for “sinfully” delicious
goodies. Raffle with great prizes.
Contact: For more information,
518-846-7650 or Chazypa@rcdo-

ny.org

POT ROAST DINNER
Chateaugay — Take-out Pot Roast
dinner to be held.
Date: Oct.1
Time: 11a.m.to 5 p.m.
Place: St.Patrick’s Church Hall
Cost: $15 per meal
Menu: Roast Beef, Potatoes,
(arrots, Coleslaw, roll and Apple or
Pumpkin Pie for dessert.
Contact: Orders can be made

’

by calling Monique Dwyer, 518-
651-0144 or the Parish Office,
518-497-6673.

LIVING STONES, A CALL
TO SERVICE
Plattsburgh - Members of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg Living Stones
Committee will be updating on
the work of the committee and
plans for the future of our diocese.
Date: Oct.4
Time: 6 p.m., Mass; 7 p.m., Pro-
gram; 8 p.m., Fellowship
Place: St.Peter’s Church
Cost: $5 per person for refresh-
ments would be most appreciated.
Contact: RSVP to Mary Skillan
at mskillan30@gmail.com

CHICKEN DINNER
Lyon Mountain — Baked Chicken
Dinner to be held.

Date: Oct.7

Time: 3 p.m.to6

Place: Lyon Mountain Ameri-
can Legion

Cost: Adults, $10;Under 10,510

Menu: Baked chicken, stuffing,
mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce,
vegetable and dessert. Dine in or
take out.

Contact: 518-735-9998

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS
Ellenburg — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks invite you to First
Saturday Communal Devotions.

Schedule: Oct. 7, Nov. 4 and
Dec.2

Time:9a.m.to 10 a.m.

Features: You are warmly
invited to join us as we pray for
peace by meeting the conditions
of this powerful devotion made in
reparation to our Lady’s Immacu-
late Heart.

Contact: For more information,
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976.

WALKING WITH PURPOSE
Plattsburgh — Women's Ministry
to be held offering two new
studies.

Date: Begins Oct. 12 and will
last for 22 weeks.

Time: 10a.m.to 11:45a.m.and
6:30 p.m.to 8:15 p.m.

Place: St.John's Dwyer/McAvoy

Parish Center

Cost: Suggested donation is
$40

Features: The two studies
being offered are “Opening Your
Heart” for newcomers and “Touch-
ing The Divine” for the 2nd year
group.

Contact: For more information
contact Janice Tobin at 518-569-
5370

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Plattsburgh - Are you a single
(atholic man who is hearing the
Lord’s call to the Priesthood?
Consider joining others who are
listening and seeking to respond.

Date: Oct. 15 and 29, Nov. 12,
Dec.3

Time:4p.m.to5

Place: St.Peter’s Church

Features: High school age
men and older are invited to gath-
er with Father Howard Venette to
discuss this vocation. Virtual par-
ticipation may also be available.

Contact: Please email Father
Venette at info@rcdony.org

HOLIDAY FAIR
Brushton — St.Augustine and St.
Mary’s to have their 2nd Annual
Holiday Fair and looking for
vendors.

Date: Nov.4

Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Inside table, $15; Outdoor
table, $10

Contact: Call Mary at 518-317-
0436 to register as soon as possi-
ble.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE
FOUNDATION COURSE
Plattsburgh - Using the Westberg
Institute for Faith Community
Nursing curriculum, this course
is open to RNs or other persons
interested in health ministry in
their church or community.

Schedule: Oct. 12 and Nov.9 at
St. Joseph’s Community Outreach
Center; Oct. 19, 26 and Nov. 2 will
be virtual via Zoom (All 5 sessions
are required)

Time: 8:30a.m.— 5 p.m.

Features: Faith Community

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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health education and counsel-
ing, serve as patient advocates
and connect patients to resources
in the community. Mercy Care’s
Faith Community Nurse Program
is a volunteer program. Nurses
may choose the number of hours
they are able to give.

Contact: For more information,
contact Lexi Bevilacqua at abev-
ilacqua@adkmercy.org or 518-
523-5446

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30 antic-
ipated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls
and the Holy Souls, Novena in
Honor of Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal, Chaplet of Divine Mer-
cy, The Reparation Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin Mary with private
meditation on the 15 Mysteries of
the Rosary, Adoration of the Bless-
ed Sacrament reposed in the Tab-
ernacle, and Prayers for the Holy
Father and his intentions.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

LIVING STONES
Watertown — The CLMA of
Jefferson and Lewis Deanery will
present “Living Stones:Faith in
Motion”

Date: Sept.21

Time: 5:30 p.m. Mass followed
by dinner and then the Presenta-
tion

Place: St. Anthony’s Church

Cost: 520

Features: “Living Stones: Faith
in Motion” that will inspire in-
creased vibrancy in our parishes.
Lori Hanno, Kathy Allan, and Chris-
topher Lapointe, who will discuss
how their parishes make people
feel welcome and open to our call
to become more involved.

Contact: Register for: dinner
and the program ($20 cost) or only
the program (no charge) at: www.
rcdony.org/clm-event

HARVEST DINNER
Constableville — St.Mary’s will be
holding a drive thru only harvest
dinner.

Date: Oct.1

Time: 10:30 a.m. until gone

Cost: $15

Menu: A turkey dinner all
homemade with gravy, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, squash and a
roll will be provided.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville - A Holy Hour of
Adoration with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be observed the first
Sunday of the month.
Date: Oct.7
Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

THEME BASKET RAFFLE
Houseville — St. Hedwig’s Society
will have their Annual Theme
Basket Raffle.

Date: Oct. 8, 15, 22 after the
celebration of the 11 a.m. Mass.
No tickets sold during Mass.

Cost: $1 per ticket or $5 for 6
tickets

Place: St.Hedwig’s Church

Features: Theme baskets will
be on display. Final drawing will
be on Oct.22 at 1 p.m. A bake sale
and kielbasa sandwich luncheon
will also be featured on this day.
Proceeds will support church res-
toration and community outreach.

Contact: For questions or do-
nations of theme baskets or bake
sale items please contact Elaine
315-486-5532, Mary Ann 315-
348-6260 or Lydia 315-348-7006.

ROSARY RALLY
Turin — Rosary Rally to be held.

Date: Oct. 14

Time: Noon

Place: Spiritwalk Fatima Gar-
den

Features: Come pray the ro-
sary together. Enjoy quiet time at
the Chapel of Peace and/or walk
the Stations of the Cross. Event
goes on rain or shine. Bring a lawn
chair.

Contact: For more information
aall (315) 272-6168

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL
DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: Oct. 14

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5, Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

ST. LAWRENCE

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Oct.8

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: Oct.7

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church
to have first Saturday Rosary
Devotion.

Date: Oct.7

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fatima.
Confessions will be available. Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP

Massena — First Saturday of the

month, men’s prayer group to

meet for Mass and Adoration.
Date: Oct.7

Time: 8a.m.to 10a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church
HIGHSCHOOL LEADERSHIP
WEEKEND
Saranac Lake — Highschool stu-
dents in grades 9-12 are invited
to a leadership weekend.

Date: Sept.22 at 7 p.m. to Sept.
24at 1:30 p.m.

Place: Camp Guggenheim

Cost: $95

Features: Grow your lead-
ership skills, meet great people,
make a difference in the world.

Contact: Register by Sept.
18 at: https://www.rcdony.org/
youth.html  Questions  contact,

Anita Soltero, Youth Director at
info@rcdony.org or 315-393-2920

THE LETTER

Join us for a viewing and discus-
sion of The Letter: A Message for
our Earth as part of our celebra-
tion of the Season of Creation.

Schedule: Sept. 23 from 10
a.m.to 2 p.m. at St. Mary’s Parish
Hall in Waddington or Sept. 24
from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at St.
Anthony’s Church in Watertown or
Sept. 30 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Emmaus Room at St.Peter’s in
Plattsburgh.

Features: The Letter is a doc-
umentary about how spiritual
values call us to take action on the
ecological crisis. The Letter follows
six invited leaders from around
the world who were invited to the
Vatican by Pope Frandis to speak
about the effects of climate on
their communities. We will screen
the movie in three segments in-
terspersed with discussion.

Contact: For more information
and to register: https://www.rcd-
ony.org/theletter

BLUE MASS
Morrisonville — The Northern
NY Community is invited to join
in prayer for the safety and well
being of all first responders and
public safety personnel.
Date: Sept.24
Time: 2:30 p.m.
Place: St.Alexander’s Church
Features: Bishop LaValley will
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celebrate the annual Blue Mass.
Offer thanksgiving to God for the
dedication and sacrifices made by
the men and women of Fire, EMS,
Corrections, Law Enforcement, and
Communications. First Respond-
ers, their families, and all the
faithful are invited to attend the
celebration. Uniforms are encour-
aged but not required.

Contact: Questions can be
addressed to Father Chris Carrara,
Blue Mass Committee Chair at
info@rcdony.org or by phone at
315-393-2920.

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdenshurg — Our Lady of the Ro-
sary Healing Retreat for Women
to be held.

Date: Oct.5-8

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: 5275 per person, $100
Deposit

Features: Retreat for women
18 years or older. Registrations
begin July 1,2023

Contact: For more informa-
tion call Kathleen Nichols 518-
651-6895 or go to https://www.
rcdony.org/ourlady. ~ Donations
accepted to by payable to OLRHR
and sent to Wadhams hall.

ANDREWS DINNERS

Come and join Bishop LaValley to
learn more about being a priest.
Any man of high school age and
above is welcome to attend the
Andrew Dinner sponsored by
the Vocation Office. Parents are
welcome to attend.

Dates: Clinton-Northern Frank-
lin Deanery, Oct. 1 at St. Alexan-
der’s Parish Center, Morrisonville;
Adirondack Mountain Deanery,
Oct. 8 at Holy Ghost Parish Center,
Tupper Lake; St. Lawrence Dean-
ery, Oct. 15 at Church of the Visita-
tion Hall, Norfolk; Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery, Oct. 29 at St. James Par-
ish Hall, Carthage

Time: The program begins at
5 pm followed by Holy Hour and
dinner with Bishop Terry R. LaVal-
ley,and area pastors and priests.

Contact: If you are interested
in attending, speak to your pastor
and register at https://www.rcdo-
ny.org/andrewdinners.















