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VIRTUAL EVENTS

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next Friend-
ship Group Meeting, Become Your
Best Self:Build a Closer Relation-
ship with God and Others.

Date: Jan.23

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: Imagine the best
conversation you've ever had —
one that set your heart on fire,
challenged your thinking and
brought you closer to God. Such
interactions rise to the level of the
sacred. Using Scripture, real-world
examples, scientific studies and
stories from his formation, Dr.
Reed provides advice on how you
can use sacred conversations to
become your best self and build
closer relationships with others
and with the Lord. At this meet-
ing, we will discuss chapters 1-3.

Contact: To sign-up for the
Friendship Group, go to https:/
mailchi.mp/sophiainstitute/
friendship-groups Questions?
Contact Mary Beth Bracy at mbra-
cy@sophiainstitute.com.

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

ADORATION
Wells — Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament to be held.

Date: The Third Sunday of the
Month.

Time: After Sunday Mass

Place: St.Ann’s

Features: A beautiful and
blessed half hour.

ADORATION

Lake Placid — Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament is held
Tuesday.

Time: 1 p.m.to 5:20 followed
by Mass

Place: St.Agnes Church

Features: Come rest in the
presence of Jesus.

Contact: To sign up as a sub or
for a weekly hour, call 518-523-
220.Sign-up is not necessary to
attend.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

ADORATION
Plattsburgh — Adoration to be

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

held weekly.

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays

Time: 9a.m.to 9 p.m.

Place: St.John's in the Holy
Family Basement

Features: Come rest awhile in
Jesus’ Presence.

Contact: For more informa-
tion, to become a substitute or to
sign up for an hour, please contact
518-563-3773.

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30
anticipated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls
and the Holy Souls, Novena in
Honor of Our Lady of the Mirac-
ulous Medal, Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary
of the Blessed Virgin Mary with
private meditation on the 15
Mysteries of the Rosary, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament reposed
in the Tabernacle, and Prayers for
the Holy Father and his intentions.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St. Anthony’s Altar

and Rosary Society is sponsoring
a spaghetti dinner.

Date: Jan.30

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: Downstairs in St. Antho-
ny’s church in Msgr. Sechi Hall

Cost: Adult, $10; Child, $7

Features: Take-outs available,
please bring your own container.

Contact: For more information
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: Feb.2
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills —The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: Feh.8

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the Car-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: Feb.9

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St.James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7;
Children under 10, $4; Family of
4,927

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

ST. LAWRENCE

THE RESCUE PROJECT
Massena - Join us as we expe-
rience the gospel surrounded
by light food, conversation and
prayer.

Date: Tuesdays starting Jan. 21

Time: 6 p.m.to 8

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall
and via Zoom

Features: Facilitated by Fr.
John Riccardo, the Rescue Project
seeks to proclaim the gospel in
a compelling and attractive way
over 8 weeks in a small group
format.

Contact: For more information
or to register, contact the parish
office or visit our website at www.
massena.catholics.com.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: Feb.1

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church,
Ogdenshurg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church
to have first Saturday Rosary
Devotion.

Date: Feb.1

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday
Rosary Devotion to Our Lady of
Fatima. Confessions will be avail-
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able. Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.

Date: Feb. 1

Time: 9a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

TRIVIA NIGHT
(Canton — St.Mary’s Church is
hosting a Winter Trivia Night.
Date: Feb.8
Time: Door open at 5:30 p.m.
and trivia starts at 6 p.m.
Cost: $20 per person includes
2 beverages (beer, wine, soda), 2
slices of pizza, popcorn,and an
opportunity to win door prizes.
Features: Ages 21+.Teams
of 4-6 players (single players
welcome and will be placed with
ateam). Free childcare.
Contact: Visit cantoncatholics.
com/trivia or call the parish office
at (315)386-2543 to register your
team!

ST.JAMES GALA
Gouverneur — Save the date for St.
James Gala Denim and Diamonds.
Date: Feb.8
Time: Starts at 5:45 p.m.
Place: St.James School
Features: Blue jeans and bling,
something for everyone.
Contact: For more information
visit the school’s website for Gala
Registration
https://stjamesk-6.0rg/ or email
Bridgette LaPierre at advance-
ment@stjamesk-6.0rg

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Feb.9 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 9a.m.t0 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Pope’s autobiography ‘Hope’ now available

By Almudena Martinez-Borditi
(atholic News Agency

“Hope,” the autobiography
of Pope Francis, hit the shelves
of Italian bookstores two days
days before it’s Jan. 16 launch
in more than 100 countries.

The book marks the first time
a pope has provided a first-per-
son narration of the episodes
that have marked his entire life,
in this case from his childhood
in Argentina in a family of Ital-
ian immigrants to becoming the
successor of St. Peter.

Published by Random House
in its 320-page English edition,
the book is the result of six
years of work and was written
with the collaboration of jour-
nalist Carlo Musso, who helped
the Holy Father tell his story.

In addition to his memoirs,
in the book the pope takes up

issues such as war and peace,
immigration, the environmental
crisis, social policy, sexuality,
and the future of the Catholic
Church. All of this under the
rubric of hope, a theme that is
also being highlighted during
the 2025 Jubilee.

In a recent interview, Pope
Francis said the book was orig-
inally planned to be published
following his death. “But since
I'm not dying (he laughs), they’re
afraid that it will lose relevance
and they decided to do it now,”
the Holy Father explained last
December in a conversation
with Argentine journalist Ber-
narda Llorente.

The pontiff, according to
the excerpts released by the
publishing house, begins his
memoirs with an episode that
marked his destiny: the sinking
of the transatlantic ship Prince-

sa Mafalda, known as the “Ital-
ian Titanic.”

His grandparents, together
with his father, Mario, bought
tickets to sail on the ship that
left Genoa on Oct. 11, 1927,
bound for Buenos Aires. Howev-
er, they ultimately didn’t board
the vessel because they were un-
able to sell their belongings in
time. “That’s why I am here now;
you can’t imagine how many
times I have thanked Divine
Providence for it,” the pontiff
recounts in his autobiography.

He also brings up memories
from his childhood at “531
Membrillar Street” in the Flores
neighborhood of Buenos Aires,
as well as the friendships he
forged there, including with a
prostitute known as “La Parota,”
who decided to change her life
and leave the streets to care for
the elderly.

The Holy Father devotes a
large amount of space in his
autobiography to reflecting on
the value of a sense of humor to
deal with sadness and “healthy
irony” as a medicine to counter
narcissism.

“Irony is medicine, not only
to elevate and enlighten others
but also for oneself, because
self-irony is a powerful tool to
overcome the temptation of nar-
cissism. Narcissists continually
look in the mirror, they get all
primped up, they observe them-
selves over and over again, but
the best advice in front of a mir-
ror is always to laugh at oneself.
It will do us good,” the pope
comments in the book.

This story was first published
by ACI Prensa, CNA’s Span-
ish-language news partner. It
has been translated and adapted
by CNA.

Vatican City enacts artificial intelligence law

By Courtney Mares
Catholic News Agency

The Vatican City State’s
first decree regulating
the use of artificial intel-
ligence quietly came into
effect this month prohib-
iting discriminatory uses
of Al and establishing a
special commission to
oversee  “experimenta-
tion” with the new tech-
nology at the Vatican.

The decree titled
“Guidelines on Artificial
Intelligence” was enacted
by the Pontifical Com-
mission of Vatican City
State and came into ef-
fect on Jan. 1 following
a low-profile publication
on the Vatican govern-
ment’s website the day
before Christmas Eve.

The new regulations
set strict prohibitions on
uses of Al within Vatican
state institutions but do
not apply to the entire
Roman Curia.

Among the banned
practices are employing
Al systems that com-
promise Vatican City
security, implementing
Al systems that exclude
persons with disabilities

from accessing its fea-
tures, and using Al to
draw  “anthropological
inferences with discrimi-
natory effects on individ-
uals.”

The 13-page decree
also forbids AI applica-
tions that create social
inequalities, violate hu-
man dignity, or use “sub-
liminal manipulation
techniques” that cause
physical or psychological
harm to people.

Furthermore, any use
of Al that conflicts with
the mission of the pope,
the integrity of the Cath-
olic Church, or the Vati-
can’s institutional activi-
ties is prohibited.

In an effort to oversee
compliance, the decree
establishes a five-mem-
ber “Commission on
Artificial  Intelligence,”
comprising officials
from Vatican City’s legal,
IT, and security depart-
ments.

This commission is
tasked with monitoring
Al activities, preparing
implementation laws, is-
suing biannual reports
on Al within Vatican City
and areas governed un-

der the Lateran Treaty.

The commission will
also evaluate propos-
als for AI experimenta-
tion to ensure alignment
with the decree’s ethical
framework.

The Vatican guidelines
draw inspiration from
the European Union’s Al
Regulation, which came
into force in August, em-
phasizing a risk-based
approach to Al applica-
tions.

While safeguarding
existing Vatican laws
on data protection and
copyright, the decree
reinforces principles of
transparency, inclusion,
and ethical responsibil-
ity. It mandates that Al
systems prioritize Vati-
can security, data protec-
tion, nondiscrimination,
economic sustainability,
and care for the environ-
ment.

Al-generated content
within the Vatican must
be clearly labeled as “IA”
(intelligenza artificiale),
ensuring transparency
and distinguishing hu-
man creativity from ma-
chine outputs. The Vati-
can also retains copyright

over such works.

The decree states that
“the use of artificial intel-
ligence must not limit the
decision-making power
of the subjects responsi-
ble for the organization,
functioning, and coordi-
nation of the personnel
of the governorate of the
Vatican City State by the
administration.”

In addition to outlining
general principles, the
decree provides specif-
ic guidelines for sectors
such as health care, cul-
tural heritage, judicial
activity, and administra-
tive procedures.

In Vatican courts, Al
systems may only be
used for research, while
the decree stipulates that
the actual judicial activi-
ty of interpreting the law
must be reserved for hu-
man judges.

Pope Francis’ advoca-
cy for ethical AI gover-
nance has been a driving
force behind these new
regulations. The decree
reflects Francis’ ongoing
call for regulations that
align with Al ethics, as
outlined in the Vatican’s
“Rome Call for Al Ethics,”

a document calling for
transparency, account-
ability, and social justice
in artificial intelligence.

Pope Francis has previ-
ously called for an inter-
national treaty to regu-
late AI and urged the G7
summit last year to ban
the use of autonomous
weapons.

Despite the prohibi-
tions, the guidelines af-
firm that “science and
technology are a product
of human creativity un-
derstood as a gift from
God and have remedied
countless evils that af-
flicted and limited hu-
man beings.”

Additional Vatican

laws implementing the
Al regulations and guide-
lines are expected by the
end of 2025.
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Have you ever heard
of football? That’s a re-
ally dumb question to
ask especially now as we
are on the verge of Super
Bowl. Coverage
of football means
tv, food, excite-
ment, friends,
gatherings or par-
ties, late-breaking
news, blogs, anal-
yses beyond imag-
ination, the odds,
and who knows
what else. “What
are you doing for
Super Bowl this
year” is asked just
like “what are you
doing for Christmas?”

In the early 1980s a
group of enthusiastic
businessmen established
the United States Football
League. This group tried
to tap into USA football
hunger and established
a league that would play
when the NFL was not
playing. It had all the
right ingredients for suc-
cess but failed after a few
years.

So, why does the NFL
continue to flourish while
the USFL couldn’t get off
the ground? Well, simply
put, enthusiasm breeds
enthusiasm.

By all human measures,

Around

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
315-212-5166.

ADORATION
Ogdensburg — Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament to be held
every Wednesday.
Time:3p.m.to6
Place: The Deacon Winter
Chapel at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
enter through the glass doors on
the Green Street side.
Features: Everyone is wel-
come to spend time with Christ.

HOLY HOUR
Canton — Holy Hour for Vocations
to be held.

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

Where’s

the Church had noth-
ing going for it. Twelve
men with a leader who
was crucified, died, and
was buried. They had no
business plan, no
financial back-
ing. The religion
made unheard-of
demands like lov-
ing your neighbor
and your enemies,
taking care of the
sick, worshipping
as a community
on the Lord’s Day
with lots of activ-
ities that would
take up individu-
als’ time, resourc-
es, and talent. Because
human standards should
nix the Church, there
must be some element of
divine.

How could such an or-
ganization last for more
than 2,000 years? That’s
a hard question to an-
swer, but the Super Bowl
might provide an answer.
Enthusiasm for the ac-
tivity, seeing value in
the product, excitement
among the participants,
and, most of all, passing
on traditions of the game
itself. People want to
pass their belief and their
enthusiasm for football.

Likewise, part of the

Date: Every Tuesday

Time: 4:10 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Holy hour followed
by Mass at 5:15 p.m.and confes-
sions at 5:45 p.m.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
Canton — Rosary for life to be
held.

Date: Every Sunday

Time: 4:25 p.m. preceding the
5 p.m.evening Mass

Place: St.Mary’s Church

ADORATION
Norwood — St. Andrew’s Church
to offer Exposition of the Blessed

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

the enthusiasm?

January 26

Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

READINGS
Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6,8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21

continuity of the Church
can be found in the en-
thusiasm of its members.
Those early disciples
were enthusiastic for
their leader Jesus, espe-
cially after his resurrec-
tion proved his divinity.
Secondly, their enthu-
siasm spread the truth,
Jesus Christ himself the
source of all truth. The
early disciples listened
to and accepted the apos-
tles’ teaching.

Look at today’s Gospel
and first reading. Ezra
and Jesus are both filled
with the Spirit. They are
both reading the content
of their faith from the sa-
cred scrolls. The listeners
listened attentively. Ez-
ra’s were enthralled be-
cause they had not heard
these words in many
years. Jesus’ listeners
were likewise enthralled
because there was some-
thing special about this

the diocese

Sacrament every Friday.
Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass
until Noon
Features: Sign up is not
needed.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

SURVIVING DIVORCE
(anton - If you or someone you
know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We
are now accepting registrations
for sessions held in Canton.
Cost: $25
Features: The sessions will
begin the last week in January

man.

So, what does this mean
for 2025? Our offering
continues to be Jesus
Christ with the fullness
of his teaching as under-
stood and taught over
the centuries. That has
not changed. What has
changed is our enthusi-
asm. Just as the US Foot-
ball League had a similar
product, but lacked en-
thusiasm, so too perhaps
our enthusiasm for our
faith has waned over the
years. True enthusiasm
about our faith would
lead to vibrant parishes
with active participation.

Think back on how
your own faith devel-
oped. Without a doubt,
the devotion and faith
of people in your lives
rubbed off on you. They
were dedicated to their
faith, freely spoke about
their faith and want-
ed to make sure that it
was transmitted to you.
Faith, just like any other
value, is transmitted by
one generation actively
and vigorously passing
on that faith to the next
generation. Here’s a trite
comparison, if grandma
doesn’t pass on the pas-
ta and sauce recipes to
her daughter, her grand-

0r as S00N as we receive registra-
tions from sufficient participants.
Days and times will vary by the
scheduling needs of the partici-
pants.The facilitator will contact
participants to set the dates and
times of the meetings.

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Discernment is a call, listen with
others. It is a journey of faith,
traveling with companions. Are
you a single Catholic man, of
high school age or older, who

JANUARY 22,2025

daughter will never know
the recipe and perhaps
will never know that it
even existed. The same
applies to faith.

Every time we gather as
a body of Catholics, espe-
cially at the Eucharist, we
have a golden opportuni-
ty to investigate how well
we are passing on that
message.

True, the divinity of
the Church has kept the
Church going all these
years. But God has en-
trusted that divinity to
human beings to be kept
burning brightly. This
burning may seem to be
dwindling, but it is ev-
er-present. We should be
intent on making sure
that the light of faith is
kept alive.

Yes, we may have faith
deep down in our hearts,
but that faith needs to
be spoken both in words
and in actions. If the
words and actions are
missing, then the faith,
just like grandma’s pasta
sauce recipe, will likewise
disappear.

May the closing words
of today’s Gospel “this
scripture passage is ful-
filled in your hearing” be
fulfilled in each one of
our lives.

is hearing the Lord's call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
Canton
Dates: Jan.25, March 22, May 3,

Time: 10a.m.to 1p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided at each of the church
locations.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Faithful in
Darjeeling

They are the farmers in the plantations that pro-
duce one of the most appreciated black teas in the
world. In the hilly district of Darjeeling, part of the In-
dian state of West Bengal, the approximately 40,000
Catholics are mainly Adivasi (indigenous people) who
work as pickers and processors of the leaves in the 87
tea gardens spread over an area of 19,000 hectares.

“In the 60 parishes of the diocese of Darjeeling, as
well as in Catholic schools, we began reciting the Ju-
bilee prayer six months ago as a spiritual prepara-
tion for the Holy Year. Now the joy of these people,
very simple and humble, to live the Jubilee with deep
devotion and a pilgrimage to the cathedral of the di-
ocese, the Jubilee Church, is palpable,” explains to
Fides Father C.M. Paul, Salesian of Don Bosco, pro-
fessor at the Salesian College of Siliguri, and found-
er and director of a community radio that addresses
reaches the inhabitants of rural villages.

“Groups of faithful organize themselves, traveling
up to 60 km, to go to church and confess, participate
in the Eucharist, pray for the pope, receive the plena-
ry indulgence,” he explains. In the diocese, a district
of northern Bengal, religious orders such as the Jesu-
its and the Salesians have historically been present,
mainly engaged in education and youth ministry.

The local faithful still remember the arrival of
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Her work at the service
of the destitute and abandoned elderly is continued
today by the Missionary Sisters of Charity: a mission
of compassion towards all, at the service of wounded
and excluded humanity. Their example is a testimony
of faith that draws people to the Gospel of Christ.

The Catholic community of Darjeeling runs colleges,
primary and secondary schools, vocational training
institutes, several welfare centers, orphanages and
kindergartens, homes for the elderly and destitute.
The services rendered to humanity have made the
Catholic community appreciated by all, in a region
where more than 1.5 million inhabitants of different
ethnic groups belonging to different religious affili-
ations live: Hindus, Nepalese, Bengalese, Bhutanese,
Sikhs, Tibetans.

“In families, there is often the coexistence of peo-
ple of different religions, Catholics, Hindus and oth-
ers. There is an atmosphere of tolerance and mutual
goodwill. Our faithful live the Jubilee as a precious
opportunity for spiritual renewal, conversion, devo-
tion: the faith of simple people evangelizes us,” said
the Salesian. Article from FIDES missionary news ser-
vice of the Pontifical Mission Societies. Please remem-
ber the Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg INC. when writing or changing your will.

CALLED TO SERVE

Do we bow or genuflect?

Eavesdrop on a con-
versation as ministers
and clergy line up for
the opening procession
at Mass in a cathedral,
I'm thinking St. Mary’s
in Ogdensburg, and you
might hear a
deacon ask his
deacon partner,
or a priest walk-
ing at another
priest’s side, if
he will bow or
genuflect at the
Sanctuary steps.

If one or the
other is going to Deacon

bow, they usual- Kevin Mastellon

ly both do.

Bishop LaVal-
ley genuflects, so those
around him usually do
as well.

The reason for bowing
instead of genuflecting
has to do with rising.
The standard line is
“it is easy to get down,
gravity does the real
work. It’s getting back
up that is a problem.”

Altar servers genuflect
if they are not carrying
anything. If a server is
carrying the incense
burner (it is called a thu-
rible), the cross or can-
dles, the server usually
reverences by a bow of

Warm up with a O New Subscription [0 Renewal
subscription to the Name
North Country Catholic
and find out what is Address
happening with the City State_ Zip
Diocese of Ogdensburg. )
Parish

the head or does noth-
ing and proceeds into
the Sanctuary.

Candle bearers find
out quickly that genu-
flecting with a lit candle
results in spilled wax. It
is hot when it hits
your hand. Trust
me.

At Mass, the
deacon kneels
from the Epiclesis
to after the chal-
ice is raised above
the celebrant
during the Eucha-
ristic Prayer. The
Epiclesis is part
of that prayer.
The priest ex-
tends his joined hands
over the offertory gifts
and asks God to send
the Holy Spirit to trans-
form the bread and wine
into the Body and Blood
of Jesus.

Many parishes have
the altar server ring the
bells once at the Epicle-
sis.

My memory of why
we ring the bell once
goes back to the Mass
in Latin. It served as a
“heads-up” that some-
thing important was
about to happen. The
something  important

was the consecration
of the bread and wine.
I remember everything
stopped during the con-
secration. Even babies
ceased crying temporar-
ily. Folks standing along
the side aisles and in
the entryway to church,
ushers too, dropped to
one knee or both when
the bells rang once. This
hearkens back to the
day when seats were a
premium at Mass. Ah,
sweet memories.

To those of us who did
not understand Latin,
roughly 99.9% of us at
Mass, this attention get-
ter was important. The
Mass in our vernacular
makes the bell ringing
warning less important
but parishes stick to the
tradition. I, for one, like
it.

When should you gen-
uflect or not has been an
issue among parishio-
ners and clergy for quite
a while in our church.
Next time, I'll add to the
confusion.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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FACES OF
FAITH

The St. Mary’s Youth Group in Constableville made Christmas cookies
to distribute to local nursing homes. Deacon Mike Lieber and his wife
supplied the children with ingredients. Not a single batch of cookies
were under or over baked. (Above) Clara Gorman and GraceLynn
Morczek were good helpers in the kitchen. (Below) Brighton Geiser
collects the ingredients she needs for her next batch of cookies.

St.Hubert’s Church in Star Lake hosted a reception brunch on October 13 to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of Deacon Phil Giardino’s Diaconate. Approximately 130 people were in attendance, including Deacon Phil’s
104-year-old mother. Pictured are (back row, from left) Deacon John Levison, Darryll Cooper, Caleb Cooper,
Leo Brooker, Jack Brooker (front row) Msgr. John Murphy, Father Marullo, Father Robert Decker, Deacon
Giardino and Father Jay Seymour.

On December 18, as part of their“Pennies from Heaven Program’, the Thousand Islands Council #350 of
the Knights of Columbus presented $1,000 checks to each of the Dioceses of Ogdensburg’s seminarians
at Wadhams Hall in Ogdensburg. Each summer, the Knights collect money after weekend Masses at St.
Mary’s Church, Clayton. These funds along with donations from the local Knights and matching funds
from Knights of Columbus Supreme headquarters, are used to fund the Pennies from Heaven account.
Seminarians are free to use the money to pay for miscellaneous expenses. Pictured are (from left) semi-  The Knights of Columbus Sarto Council 1059 made a $1,000 donation
narians Venes Laine, Kevin McCullouch, Michael Lennox, Tyler Fitzgerald, Council #350 Past Grand Knight  to the Church and Community Program in Canton. Connie Jenkins,
Bob Heckmann, Michelet Boncoeur, Keegan Robinson, Dennis Ombongi and Bishop Terry R. LaValley. director of the Church and Community, accepted the donation.




