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FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next Friend-
ship Group Meeting, Become Your
Best Self: Build a Closer Relation-
ship with God and Others.

Date: Jan.23

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: Imagine the best
conversation you've ever had —
one that set your heart on fire,
challenged your thinking, brought
you closer to God, and inspired
you to act. Such interactions rise
to the level of the sacred — sa-
cred conversations — dialogues
that transform hearts, strengthen
relationships, and make the world
a better place by converting com-
passionate love into action. Using
Scripture, real-world examples,
key scientific studies, and stories
from his own formation, Dr. Reed
provides approachable, fun-filled,
well-researched advice on using
sacred conversations to become
your best self and build closer
relationships with others and
with the Lord. At this meeting, we
will discuss chapters 1-3.

Contact: To sign-up for the
Friendship Group, receive the
meeting link and discussion ques-
tions, go to https://mailchi.mp/
sophiainstitute/friendship-groups
Questions? Contact Mary Beth
Bracy at mbracy@sophiainstitute.
com

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Peru — St.Augustine’s Knights
invite you to a great breakfast.

Date: Jan. 12

Time: 8:30 a.m.to Noon

Place: St.Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5
to 11,$5; Children under 5, Free;
Take-outs, $10

Menu: Pancakes, French Toast,
Strawberry Sauce, Sausage, Ba-
con, Scrambled Eggs, Home Fries,
Real Maple Syrup, Coffee, Orange
Juice,and Milk.

HOT DINNERS
Malone — St. Andre Bessette

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Parish to offer free community
hot dinners.

Date: Every Wednesday

Time:4p.m.to5

Place: St. Andre Outreach
Center

Features: Food is prepared by
the BOCES Culinary Arts Students.
Eatin only.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: Jan.11,Feb.8

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

VIGIL FOR LIFE
Watertown — LifeRight is hosting
aVigil Service for Life.

Date: Jan. 13

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: Watertown City Square

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and

the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the

month.
Date: Feb.4
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the Car-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: Feb.9

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St.James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7;
Children under 10, $4; Family of
4,827

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

ST.LAWRENCE

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Jan. 12 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12,$5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;

Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

THE RESCUE PROJECT
Massena - Join us as we expe-
rience the gospel surrounded
by light food, conversation and
prayer.

Date: Tuesdays starting Jan.21

Time: 6 p.m.to 8

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall
and via Zoom

Features: Facilitated by Fr.
John Riccardo, the Rescue Project
seeks to proclaim the gospel in
a compelling and attractive way
over 8 weeks in a small group
format.

Contact: For more information
or to register, contact the parish
office or visit our website at www.
massena.catholics.com.

MEAL DELIVERY DRIVERS
NEEDED
The St.Lawrence County Office for
the Aging is seeking drivers for
home delivered meals in Brasher
Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur,
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots-
dam and Star Lake.

Features: Drivers deliver
hot, nutritious meals to older
adults.Many are homebound
and receive a lunchtime meal
Monday through Friday. A critical
component of this program is the
daily wellness check that is pro-
vided. Drivers receive a mileage
reimbursement. Routes can be
between one hour and two hours.
You can volunteer for one day a
week or several.

Contact: If you are interested
please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man,
of high school age or older who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
Canton

JANUARY 8, 2025

Dates: Jan. 25, March 22, May
31

Time: 10a.m.to 1p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

FOSTER GRANDPARENT

FGP is a local program that shows
you how you can apply the skills
and wisdom you have acquired
throughout your life to make a
difference in the lives of others.
All'you need to join is the ability
to give the kind of comfort and
love that sets a child on the path
toward a successful future. If
you're 55 or older and want to
share your experience and com-
passion, you have what it takes
to be a Foster Grandparent. You'll
also receive a small bi-weekly,
non-taxable stipend that cannot
be held against any current bene-
fits you may already have as well
as paid mileage for your travel.
Opportunities available in Frank-
lin, Essex, Clinton, St. Lawrence
and Jefferson County.

Contact: Melissa Howard,
Volunteer Coordinator at (518)
359-7688 or E-mail: mhoward@
cathcharities.org

STATEWIDE EVENT

NY DISCERNMENT RETREAT
Utica - The New York State
Vocation Directors are sponsoring
a Discernment Retreat for young
men ages 18+.

Date: Jan.9- 11

Place: Good News Center

Features: Gather with young
men from across New York State
who are considering the call to
priesthood.The NYS Vocation
Directors and Seminarians will
share their stories of faith and
suggest ways of discernment.
There will be time for personal
prayer and social gatherings.

Contact: If you are interested,
please register by e-mailing
vocations@syrdio.org.
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Priest launches ‘Rosary in a Year’ podcast

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

First came “The Bible in a
Year,” then “The Catechism in a
Year” — now comes “The Rosa-
ry in a Year,” Ascension’s new-
est podcast that will begin on
Jan. 1, 2025.

Hosted by Father Mark-Mary
Ames of the Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal, the podcast
will consist of daily 15-minute
episodes that will guide listen-
ers through a deeper encounter
with all the elements of the ro-
sary.

Ames, who experienced a con-
version at age 18, spoke about
his own journey with praying
the rosary and how he hopes
the new podcast might help
those who experience barriers
while praying the rosary.

Soon after his conversion,
Ames said, he began praying
the rosary daily. However, “at

the beginning, to be honest, it
was a little bit of a struggle,” he
told CNA in an interview.

“I wasn’t really taught how to
do it and so I had this thing I was
supposed to do every day, but I
[didn’t] really know how to do
it,” he explained. “So, what end-
ed up happening is it became
... [a bit like] having a 15-min-
ute phone call on the phone but
nobody was on the other line
... a one-sided thing. I'm saying
these things but there’s not re-
ally a connection to God.”

Ames admitted that he
stopped praying the rosary for
a period of time but was able to
make it a daily habit again after
years of growing in his faith, es-
pecially as he entered religious
life.

He pointed out that he has
come across a lot of people who
struggle to pray the rosary due
to a “sort of lack of maybe for-
mation in it or guidance in it”

and hopes that “through some
accompaniment, some forma-
tion and understanding of like
what we’re supposed to be do-
ing, what the mysteries mean,
that actually it will be some-
thing that is a huge source of
grace for everybody who’s pray-
ing it.”

“The Rosary in a Year” pod-
cast aims to serve as that form
of accompaniment and guid-
ance by taking listeners through
six phases of deepening their
understanding of the rosary.
These include looking at what it
means to pray in general and fo-
cusing on the actual prayers of
the rosary and what they mean.
The longest phase will be div-
ing deeper into the mysteries
of the rosary, practicing “lectio
divina” and “visio divina,” re-
flections from the saints, and
finally praying the rosary.

Ames said he hopes these
phases will help to build “the

muscle of prayer.”

“I think there’s a reason the
rosary is so popular across de-
mographics, across centuries,
[and it’s] because it is really in
many ways a great unmatched
means of prayer,” he said.

As the new year approaches
and with many people making
new year’s resolutions, Ames
said an “ongoing, consistent
resolution should be ‘T want to
make the next best step in my
prayer life or develop a prayer
life,” which is really a struggle
for a lot of people.”

Ames said he hopes those who
listen to the podcast will “grow
in their life of prayer and that
particularly they fall in love,
maybe for the first time, may-
be again, with prayer and with
the Lord and with Our Lady and
with the rosary because they ex-
perience the rosary as this privi-
leged doorway in which they get
to encounter the Lord.”

Netflix offers film about the Blessed Mother

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

A new movie from Net-
flix about the Blessed
Virgin Mary has received
mixed reviews, with some
Catholics on social media
criticizing the film’s de-
piction of Mary and the
kind of relationship she
had with Joseph.

“There’s always going
to be criticisms, no mat-
ter what kind of movie
you make, but if you do it
all for the right reasons,
which we did, then to me
that takes care of itself,”
the film’s director, D.].
Caruso, a Catholic, told
CNA in an interview.

According to Caruso,
every decision made was
done to “make the best
possible movie” and “to
pay great reverence to
this amazing woman and
her life.”

Netflix’s “Mary” was
released on the digi-
tal streaming platform
Dec. 6. It is considered
a coming-of-age biblical

epic and portrays Mary’s
experience after her mi-
raculous conception of
Jesus and her journey on
the run from King Herod.

Remaining true to the
Scriptures was at the
“foundation” of creating
the film, Caruso said.
The script went through
74 drafts and received
input from Catholic, Jew-
ish, and Muslim religious
leaders, including the late
Auxiliary Bishop David G.
O’Connell of Los Angeles,
who served as Caruso’s
spiritual adviser.

One memory the Cath-
olic director holds close
to his heart is a conversa-
tion he had with O’Con-
nell about the script and
the bishop told him:
“Please, give Joseph a
voice ... Joseph was a
hero and we never see Jo-
seph as a hero.”

“So, I promised him
that I would make Joseph
that,” Caruso shared.

Another aspect Caruso
wanted to focus on was
the humanity of Mary,

which also played a role
in inspiring the creation
of the film.

“I always felt, particu-
larly by the younger au-
dience or the younger
faith-based group, that
there’s a great apprecia-
tion for the Holy Mother
and everything she is —
this great, iconic, beauti-
ful woman,” he said. “But
what was it like when she
was a young woman and
this was all happening?
To use her as our anchor
and to see this all hap-
pening through her eyes
and the humanity she
had ... Tt just to me felt
like it was the most com-
pelling way to tell the
story.”

As a father to a young

daughter, Caruso
thought: “Wouldn’t it be
great if a 17-year-old saw
this movie and went like,
‘Mary is cool. Not only
do I love her but she’s so
cool.”

Caruso believes por-
traying the human side to
divine figures as well as
holy figures, such as the
Blessed Mother, “makes
them endearing, it makes

them relatable.”

“There’s a great rever-
ence paid to them, but at
the same time, in that rev-
erence, you never got to
see the struggles or what
was it like and in order
for me to do this what’s
it going to cost? It takes
great courage and great
sacrifice to do something
amazing the way Mary
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Funeral Home, Inc.

Watertown ¢ 782-4910

did,” he explained.
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1”MONASTERY CARD SHOP<j
Cards for All Occasions

Mass Enrollments for your living & deceased loved ones.
Precious Blood Monastery

OPEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM

400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN
315-788-1669

www.sisterspreciousblood.org
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‘How do we nourish our baptism?’

Imagine this hypo-
thetical situation. You
suddenly find out that
you are not baptized
even though you always
thought that
you were. Would
that make a dif-
ference to you?
What would you
do? Would you
panic? Would you
reflect and say
something like:
“Well, I've done
quite nicely so
far without being
baptized. What
difference does it
make?” But, then,
that nagging question
remains: isn’t baptism
like a “boarding pass”
for heaven? We need it
to get in and get a good
seat?

Well, today, we cel-
ebrate the baptism of
Jesus in the Jordan by
John the Baptist. Sure-
ly, Jesus and John did
not understand baptism
to be a boarding pass

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

to heaven. Rather, they
knew, as we do, that bap-
tism is the time for us to
believe in God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit as
He has revealed
Himself and to
change our di-
rection in life so
that it conforms
to what God ex-
pects of us.

Here’s an im-
perfect analogy
about baptism.

Some people like
to meld perfectly
the small sliver
of soap left from
a large bar into
a new bar so that the
small sliver becomes
perfectly enmeshed or
grafted into the larger
piece. It's funny how
little things can give us
pleasure.

Well, in baptism we
are like the little sliv-
er of soap that tries to
be grafted to the larger
piece, in this case Je-
sus himself. In Baptism,

Celebatg the Year of Faitl

GE TO ITALY

Visiting:

The Baptism of the Lord

READINGS
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Luke 3:15-16,21-22

we want to become one
with Christ, one with his
body, the Church.

In this event, we have
a visible demonstration
of Jesus as both God
and man. God the Father
speaks from heaven, and
Jesus lowers himself in
his human condition to
be baptized by John.

So, too, without bap-
tism, we retain original
sin, the sin passed on
to us from our first par-
ents. Baptism removes
that original sin and
takes us from the water
to the embrace of God
our Father. Baptism is
the moment when, like
the small bar of soap,
we become grafted to
Jesus. We become part
of his life, and he shares
his life with us.

We think of baptism
as a baby sacrament. We
baptize infants because
parents want for their
children what is best
for them, a relationship
with Jesus.

However, that bonding

with Jesus needs nour-
ishment. Baptism is a
once in a lifetime event
that needs constant
attention. How do we
nourish our baptism? It
starts with the basics.
Weekly participation in
the Eucharist is neces-
sary. Sunday worship
is the hallmark of the
Catholic’s life. Nothing
can be more important
for a Catholic than reg-
ular Sunday Mass. Miss-
ing Sunday Mass is stat-
ing that something else
is more important than
God in one’s life.

Prayer is another es-
sential element of nour-
ishing our faith. Without
regular  conversations
with God in prayer, our
faith life will be weak.
Also, living God’s law is
a visible demonstration
of our commitment to
our relationship with
God.

When a couple pres-
ents a child for bap-
tism, the child will be
baptized in the faith of
the parents since the
child cannot express
for himself his faith and
the desire to avoid evil.
If the parents have not
been practicing their
faith, the priest or dea-
con may challenge them
about their level of com-
mitment in raising the

child as a Catholic. After
all, family is the place

where children learn
their faith.
So, our celebration

focuses on a historical
event that displays the
humanity and divinity
of Jesus. Likewise, we
have an opportunity for
us to review how we,
as humans, are doing
in our grafting with the
Lord. Are we becoming
one with Him, letting
him lead or are we going
our own way without
him? Tough questions
that require a personal
response.

We believe that all hu-
man beings are made in
the image and likeness
of God. That image and
likeness confers a hu-
man dignity on all per-
sons. Baptism augments
that dignity by making
us brothers and sisters
with Jesus in his Church.

This little prayer may
help us understand how
important it is for us to
be one with Christ:

Arms of Jesus, lift us
up when we fall. Voice of
Jesus, call us back when
we stray. Blood of Jesus,
wash us clean when we
become soiled. Body of
Jesus, feed us when we
grow hungry. Heart of
Jesus, help us love one
another as you love us.

Venice ¢ Florence ¢ Assisi ® Rome

Only $4599 from Montreal
(Air/land price is $3949 plus $650
government taxes/airline surcharges)

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.
OR Send this coupon with payment to:
North Country Catholic
PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317
**Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery when mailing in your renewal**

The Opportunity to pass through the Holy
Doors of the Basilica of St. Peter in
Vatican City & the other 3 Major Basilicas

O Inside Diocese $27 O Outside Diocese $30
I want to be a Patron: (0 $350$5000 $1007 $250

O Please send my
subscription to my

For a brochure and more information contact: P :
~ il O New Subscrip- [ tion Renew- -mail address:
Fr. Andrew Amyot at i c-mail address
(31,5) 384-6028 North Country Catholic Address
or mail: P.O. Box 637 and find out what is
Norfolk, NY 13667 happening with the City State_ Zip
e-mail: fraamyot2@gmail.com Diocese of Ogdensburg. Parish

Space is limited! Call today!
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Honoring martyrs

On the Feast of St. Stephen Pope Francis reflected on
the life of the first martyr and the countless men and
women today who share in his witness by giving their
lives for the Gospel.

The Pope emphasized that Stephen’s death was not
a defeat but a profound act of faith and love, mirror-
ing Christ’'s own sacrifice. As told in the Acts of the
Apostles, St. Stephen was stoned to death after being
accused of blasphemy by Jewish leaders shortly after
Christ’s ascension into heaven.

“Sadly, even today, many men and women are per-
secuted - sometimes to the point of death - because
of the Gospel,” Pope Francis said. “They are not killed
out of weakness or to defend an ideology but to share
the gift of salvation with everyone. And they do so,
first and foremost, for the good of their persecutors...
they even pray for them.”

The Pope invited the faithful to reflect on their own
lives: “Do I feel the desire for everyone to know God
and be saved? Do I know how to wish good even for
those who make me suffer? Do I care about the many
brothers and sisters persecuted because of their faith,
and do I pray for them?”

Pope Francis referenced Blessed Christian de Chergé,
a Trappist monk martyred in Algeria in 1996. Chris-
tian and six of his monastic brothers were kidnapped
and killed by extremists during Algeria’s civil war.

Brother Christian and the other monks were beati-
fied in 2018. Pope Francis called him a “martyr of our
time,” recalling that in his spiritual testament, “fore-
seeing his imminent death, he called his future mur-
derer a ‘last minute friend’ and expressed this wish to
him: ‘May we, blessed thieves, find each other again in
Paradise, if it pleases God, our Father.”

“Understand?” the Pope said on Thursday. “Think-
ing of who would kill him, he called him ‘friend’ and
‘brother’ and wished to have him with him in Heaven.
This is what God’s love is like, the love that saves the
world! How we need this love. Let us ask ourselves,
then: Do I feel the desire for all to know God and to
be saved? Do I also want the good of those who make
me suffer? Do I take an interest in and pray for the
many brothers and sisters who are persecuted for
their faith?”

Christian’s words echo St. Stephen’s prayer for his
persecutors: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them”
(Acts 7:60).

The Pontifical Mission Societies, which support
the Church’s missionary work in over 1,150 territo-
ries, join Pope Francis in urging the faithful to pray
for persecuted Christians and support missionary ef-
forts. The Pope’s call reminds us that the witness of
martyrs is not confined to history; it is a living reality
that invites all to deepen their faith.

Article by Ines San Martin of the National Pontifical
Mission Societies.

OBITUARIES
Alexandria Bay — Petr
Podhrazsky, 67; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec. 27,2024 at St. Cyril's
Church; burial in Grove Cemetery,
LaFargeville.

AuSable Forks — Walter G.
Fournier Sr., 78; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.2,2025 at Holy Name
Church; burial St. Matthew’s
Cemetery.

Cadyville - Dorothy A.Crouse, 86;
Mass of Christian Burila Dec. 30,
2024 at St. James Church; burial

in White Creek Cemetery, Eagle
Bridge.

Canton — Anthony Collora, 74;
Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 4,
2025 at St.Mary’s Church; burial in
St.Henry's Cemetery, De Kalb.

Carthage - Jasmine J. Solomon,
101; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
28,2024 at St.James Church;
burial in St.James Cemetery.

Champlain - Henry Clarence
Gooley, 89; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.3,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Constableville — Richard W.
Hayes, 65; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.31,2024 at St.Mary’s Church.

Croghan — Kathleen M. Grondin,
82; Private Services to be held.

Deferiet — Dennis T.Turpin Sr., 76;
Private Services to be held.

Hogansburg — William Francis,
91; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.3,
2025 at St. Regis Mission; burial in
St.Lawrence Cemetery.

Gabriels — Clayton“Ted” Foun-
tain, 81; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.23,2024 at Church of the
Assumption.

Lowville - Virginia Mae Swanson
Sunderhaft, 104; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.4,2025 at St.Peter’s
Church; Burial in Lowville Rural
Cemetery.

Malone — Marilyn Teresa Gareau
Tatro, 89; Services to be held in the

Spring.

Malone - Geradine Rose (LaRock)
Marlowe, 87; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.6, 2025 at Notre Dame
Church; burial in Notre Dame
(Cemetery.

Massena — Real C."Frenchie”
Coupal, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 28,2024 at St. Mary’s Church.

Massena - Loretta A.Bronchetti
Perez, 73; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.21,2024 at Church of the
Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary
(Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Marjorie A.
(Morgan) Wood, 87; Mass of
Christian Burial Jan.6,2025 at
St.Alexander’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

0Ogdensburg — Georgianna
(DiNapoli) Burns, 80; Mass of
Christian Burial Dec.31,2024
at St.Mary’s Cathedral; burial in
Oswegatchie Mausoleum.

Peru - Gladys Veronica (Fountain)
Benware, 93; Funeral Services Jan.
5,2025 at Hamilton Funeral Home
Chapel; burial in St.Augustine’s
(Cemetery.

Peru — Shawn Everett Ezero, 32;
Funeral Services Dec.27,2024 at
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in
St.Augustine’s Cemetery.

Plattshurgh - James L. Corron,
86; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.4,
2025 at St. Peter’s Church; burial in
Plattsburgh Community Mauso-
leum.

Plattsburgh — Mary (Strack)
Kuta, 98; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 26,2024 at St.John's Church;
burial in Most Holy Redeemer
Cemetery, Niskayuna.

Plattsburgh — Nancy J. (Wilson)
Pelkey, 78; Mass of Christian Burial
April 10,2025 at St. Peter's Church;
burial in St. Patrick’s Cemetery,
Rouses Point.

Plattsburgh - Sally Tourville, 92;

Mass of Christian Burial at a later
date.

Port Leyden - Karen J. (Millick)
Gaylord, 75; Funeral Services Jan.
4,2025 at Trainor Funeral Home,
Inc., Boonville; burial in Calvary
(emetery.

Potsdam — Nathan David Snell,
78; Mass of Christian Burial July 12,
2025 at St.Mary’s Church, Potsdam
burial in Chapel Hill Cemetery,
Parishville.

Redwood - Juliette“Judy”
(Amyot) Ferguson, 105; Mass of
Christian Burial Jan.3, 2025 at St.
Francis Xavier Church; burial in St.
Francis Xavier Cemetery.

Sackets Harbor — Timothy J.
Spencer, 72; Services to be held at
a later date.

Ticonderoga — Ralph Joseph
Corbo, 90; Funeral Services Dec.
28,2024 at Wilcox & Regan
Funeral Home; burial in St. Mary’s
(Cemetery.

Ticonderoga — Mary“Ma” (Fuller)
Huestis, 86; Memorial Mass Jan. 10,
2025 at St.Mary’s Church; burial in
Valley View Cemetery.

Tupper Lake — Cecile Marie Patry,
93; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.3,
2025 at St. Alphonsus Church.

Tupper Lake - Sally Jean (Rus-
sell) Poirier, 90; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.6,2025 at St. Alphonsus
Church.

Tupper Lake — David S.Premo,
91; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.
3,2025 at St. Alphonsus Church;
burial in Holy Name Cemetery.

Watertown — Elenor Love Ebb-
inghausen, 82; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.3,2025 at St.Patrick’s
Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

Watertown — Luke B.Mallan Jr,,
96; Mass of Christian Burial Jan.4,
2025 at Holy Family Church; burial
in Glenwood Cemetery.
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councils of our Knights of
Columbus have been on a
journey with our Jubilee
Cross. This one doesn’t
bend, but it has traveled
here from several parish-
es, reminding us of its
profound importance in
each of our lives and of
our need to embrace it.
In the Bull of Indiction
of the Jubilee of the Year
2025 entitled, Hope Does
Not Disappoint, the Holy
Father writes, “For every-
one, may the Jubilee be a
moment of genuine, per-
sonal encounter with the
Lord Jesus, the “door” of
our salvation, whom the
Church is charged to pro-
claim always, everywhere
and to all as “our hope
(1 Tim 1:1). The celebrat-
ed Opening of the Holy
Doors of our Cathedral
Church calls to mind the
opening of the door to
heaven. We believe it’s
a narrow gate, but one
that widens when Jesus
accompanies us and we
follow His teaching.

Hints of hope

This Jubilee Year of
Hope provides you and
me with many opportu-
nities to strengthen our
relationships with Jesus
Christ and capture the
hope that such closeness
promises.

We are setting out with
a new determination to
embrace the graces that
will flow. Journeying
through life with one an-
other we will grow ever
closer to Jesus who is the
Way, the Truth and the
Life.

I was so encouraged
when I started reflecting
on the number of hints of
hope here in the Church
of the North Country. I
was reading recent Ad-
vent issues of our North
Country Catholic and
found so many indica-
tions of vibrancy of faith
in our Diocese, signs of
real hope. For instance,
the section on parish life,
entitled “Around the Di-
ocese” included notices
of events involving: Book
Clubs, Adoration of the

Photos by Darcy Fargo

(Left) Servers Tyler Fitzgerald,

a seminarian, and Landon
Downs of Morristown lead as
the diocesan cross for the 2025
Holy Year is carried into St.
Mary’s Cathedral by seminari-
ans Michael Lennox and Kevin
McCullouch. Prior to the opening
Mass, the cross trekked from its
normal home at St. Francis of
Assisi Church in Constable to St.
Peter’s Church in Plattsburgh, St.
Alphonsus Church in Tupper Lake
and Holy Family Church in Wa-
tertown. The cross will remain
in the cathedral throughout the
Jubilee. (Top right) Deacon Mark
LaLonde proclaims the Gospel at
the Mass opening the Holy Year
in our diocese. (Bottom right)
Idona Germano served as lector
for the Mass, celebrated Dec. 29.

Blessed Sacrament, Par-
ish Dinners, Devotion &
Holy Hours, Sacred Songs
Christmas Concert, par-
ish Advent Retreats, Or-
gan Recitals, Rosary with
Devotions, Holy Hour &
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Di-
vine Renovation, Foster
Grandparent programs,
Men’s Prayer Groups, Ga-
briel Projects and Proj-
ect Rachel, Priesthood
Discernment Gatherings,
First Saturday Rosary De-
votion, Rosary For Life,
Knights of Columbus
Monthly Brunch, Holy
Hour for Vocations, Ben-
efit Spaghetti meal & Si-
lent Auction by a local K
of C Council, Parish An-
niversary  celebrations,
and Christmas seminar-
ian and parents gather-
ings. So many faith-filled
groups including: the lay
associates of the Sisters
of St. Joseph, the Living
Flame of Love group, “Al-
pha” and “Renovation”
groups, the Catholic
Daughters of the Ameri-
cas, local Knights of Co-

lumbus councils, Legion
of Mary, Parish Altar &

Rosary Societies, our
Catholic Schools, Com-
missioned Lay Ministers,
and Cursillo, to mention
just a few. We are bless-
ed with such faith-filled
Consecrated Religious,
Deacons, Consecrated
Virgins, brother Priests,
among many others. We
don’t need to look very
far to see hints of faith
in action which clearly
speak of the reason for
hope today.

As we launch the Year
of Hope in this Diocese
of Ogdensburg, I encour-
age us all to look for
hints of hope around us.
Particularly during those
times of discouragement,
loneliness, fear or con-
fusion, look for hints
of hope that will boost
your response to the call
to holiness. This Jubilee
Year you will find special
events and occasions to
heighten our awareness
of the signs of hope in
our midst. Please partic-
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ipate in these opportu-
nities for special graces.
The more we recognize
and embrace such signs
of hope, the more we can
become signs of hope
for others, enroute to
the Father’s House. As
Pope Francis wrote, “This
hope, which transcends
life’s fleeting pleasures
and the achievement of
our immediate goals,
makes us rise above our
trials and difficulties,
and inspires us to keep
pressing forward, never
losing sight of the gran-
deur of the heavenly goal
to which we have been
called.” With the Psalm-
ist, “I am sure I shall see
the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.
Hope in Him, hold firm
and take heart. Hope in
the Lord.” (Psalm 27:13-
14). My sisters and broth-
ers, we are Christ-led
and Christ-fed, so we
are Hope-filled and so
through the journey May
God be praised...forever
may God be praised!



