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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Expressin ratitude 
An ungrateful person 

is like a hog under a 
tree eating acorns but 
never looking up to see 
where they come from. 
An ungrateful 
person takes 
full advantage 
of what comes 
along but nev­
er looks to see 
where it comes 
from. Today, we 
call that mentali-

the one who returned. 
First, unlike the hogs 
eating the acorns un­
der a tree, this leper 
recognized the source 

of the cure. We 
don't know why 
the others did 
not come back, 
but even Jesus 
questioned their 
lack of gratitude 
when he asked: 
"Where are the 

ty "entitlement." other nine?" So, 
That's quite an Msgr.Robert a sense of grat-

indictment, isn't H.Aucoin itude for our 
it? Perhaps we ===== many blessings 
see ourselves in in life is essen­
that position every now tial to appreciating 
and then - just tak- those gifts. 
ing things for granted. The second import­
There will always be ant point is the na­
food on the table. My tionality of the one 
parents exist to give me who returned. He was 
what I want, not nee- a Samaritan, a race 
essarily what I need. I despised by the Jews. 
am bright. Therefore, Even Jesus remarks 
I don't have to work that it was the foreign­
hard at school. My kids er who returned to 
have always been good. give thanks. It was the 
So, I don't have to wor- Samaritan who recog­
ry about them. We can nized the blessing and 
take so much for grant- who thanked Jesus. Did 
ed in life that we for- the others believe that 
get where it all comes they were so entitled 
from. to a cure that they did 

We may sometimes not need to thank God? 
believe that we have Perhaps they were so 
earned or deserve what overjoyed at the cure 
we get. After all, I have that they forgot where 
worked hard. I put in the cure came from? 
my time. Therefore, I 
have the right to what­
ever. I have always 
been considerate of 
others. Therefore, oth­
ers should be consider­
ate of me. 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
2 Kings 5:14-17 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Luke 17:11-19 

Listen carefully to 
what Jesus says to the 
man: "Stand up and go. 
Your faith has saved 
you." Not only does Je­
sus cure the man, but 
Jesus gives him an ad­
ditional gift. Jesus re­
sponds to the leper's 
faith by offering him 
salvation, another gift: 
"Your faith has saved 
you!" 

There is no doubt 
that we need to be like 
Jesus and be gener­
ous with one another 
in whatever way we 
can be generous. The 
gifts we have received 
are gifts meant to be 
shared with others. If 
you are academically 
blessed, then help oth­
ers by tutoring. If you 
appreciate the blessing 
of freedom, then work 
for peace. If you rec­
ognize the blessing of 
daily food, then share 
with those in need. 

However, like Jesus, 

As individuals and as 
a people we have been 
blessed in so many 
ways. Look at the lep­
ers in today's readings. 
They ask for a cure and 
receive it. No questions 
asked. All ten are cured, 
but only one comes 
back to thank Jesus. 

Thank you Father Paul Kelly for all you. do for 
St. Therese's parish in Newcomb. 

There are two im­
portant points about 

even though we may 
be surprised that the 
recipients of our giving 
do not express grati­
tude, we must always 
give, always share, al­
ways willing to give. 
Also, too, we must al­
ways be grateful for our 
many blessings and for 
the many people who 
share their gifts with 
us. We can never say 
thank you too many 
times. Not expressing 
gratitude is like wink­
ing at someone in the 
dark You know you did 
it, but the other person 
cannot experience your 
gratitude. 

Here's something else 
to chew on. It comes 
from Mother Teresa. 

"We the willing, led by 
the unknowing, are do­
ing the impossible for 
the ungrateful," she 
said. "We have done 
so much, with so little, 
for so long, we are now 
qualified to do any­
thing, with nothing." 

Our Eucharist is God 
sharing his life with us. 
Let us make sure that 
we share that life with 
all whom we meet. Our 
Eucharistic celebration 
is a gift, a great act of 
thanksgiving for our 
many blessings. 

Don't take the Eucha­
rist for granted. 

Recognize our bless­
ings and look for the 
true sources of all 
blessings. 

Diocesan Directories 
now available! 

2025-2026 
Diocese of 
Ogdensburg 

Directory 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Northern New York 

The Official 2025-2026 
Directory of the 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 
includes detailed 

information about 
parishes, schools and 

other Catholic 
organizations. 

2025-2026 Directories now available! 
Online at www.northcountrycatholic.org 
for faster delivery or fill out form below 

(Please cut out and send entire ad) 

Make checks payable to 
North Country Catholic $15.00 

PO Box 106 each 
Canajoharie, NY 13317 

(Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in form) 
I Enclosed is my check for $ __ for __ directories I 

I I 
1Name _______________ _ 

1Address ______________ _ 
I 
I City _______ State __ Zip ~-----------------------~ 
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The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(3 15) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
in fo@~dony.org 

The start of 
Mission Month 

October marks the beginning of Mission Month in 
the Catholic Church. All this month, leading up to 
World Mission Sunday on October 19, the Pontifical 
Mission Societies invites you to join us in revitaliz­
ing our baptismal call to be missionaries. 

This month leading up to the appeal, join us in 
praying the World Mission Sunday Rosary each day 
in support of the Pope's Missions! 

Beginning on Friday October 10, Cardinal Luis Ta­
gle will be leading a novena to Saint Terese of Li­
sieux, the patroness of the missions, on the Hallow 
app for the success of the World Mission Sunday 
Appeal. 

World Mission Sunday, promoted by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith, one of four Pontif­
ical Mission Societies, was established by Pope Pius 
XI in 1926 as the day of prayer and giving for mis­
sions. From the moment it began, this day has been 
rooted in the work of our foundress, Blessed Pau­
line Jaricot, who established prayer circles through 
which she sent thousands of pennies to the Church 
in the United States throughout the 19th century. 

The World Mission Sunday collection supports 
1,124 mission territories, places where the Church 
is young, growing, poor, persecuted and in need 
of support. This collection funds the formation of 
seminarians, catechists and religious sisters , builds 
churches and schools, and su stains healthcare and 
social outreach programs. 

In his message for this World Mission Sunday, 
Pope Francis urges the community of the baptized 
to "participate actively in the common evangeliz­
ing mission of the Church by your witness of life 
and prayer, by your sacrifices and your generosity." 
Pope Leo XN , echoing that call, reminds us that The 
Pontifical Mission Societies are "the primary means 
for awakening missionary responsibility among all 
the baptized [and for] supporting ecclesial commu­
nities in areas where the Church is young." 

Find more information on our website, www.rdco­
ny.com/ mission under "Society for the Propagation 
of the Fatith. Your prayers and support are what 
keep the Pope's missions going and provide phys­
ical and spiritual support to struggling Catholics 
worldwide! 

Please remember the Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg IN C. 

when writing or changing your will. 

Bishop Terry R. La Valley was Retreat Leader at the New York State Catholic Prison Chaplain's Retreat 
held at the Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua. Catholic Prison Chaplains from all over New York 
gathered from September 1 S to 18 for training and spiritual reflection. Tuesday included meetings with 
Department ofCorrections and a retirement dinner which honored two Diocese of Ogdensburg's chap­
lains, Father Alan Lamica and Deacon Bryan Bashaw, and others from around the state. On Wednesday, 
Bishop La Valley celebrated Mass for former Diocese of Ogdensburg Chaplin Deacon Bruce Daugherty, who 
passed away. During his time leading the retreat, Bishop La Valley continued his message of spreading 
hope among those less fortunate than yourself. Chaplains from the Diocese of Ogdensburg that attended 
include Aaron Akey, Deacon Mike Lieber, Deacon Bryan Dwyer, Father Howard Venette, Deacon William 
Johnston, Seth Conklin, & Mary Elizabeth Friot. 

Fort Covington - Isabel J. (Les­
ter) Smith,87; Memorial Mass Oct. 
4, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; burial 
in parish cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Leanne Poirta 
(Bero) Armstrong, 47; Mass of 
Christian Burial Oct. 1, 2025 at St. 
Regis Church; burial in the Wheel­
er Family Cemetery. 

Lowville - Dr. Daniel Case Ellison, 
78; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 1, 
2025 at St. Peter's Church; burial in 
Lowville Rural Cemetery. 

Massena - Bernard Joseph Bero, 
96; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 3, 
2025 at Sacred Heart Church. 

Mooers - Kenneth R. Peete, 89; 
Funeral Services Oct. 7,2025 at the 
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 
St. Mary's Cemetery, Champlain. 

Morrisonville - Donna M. 
(Gwinn) Buffett, 76; Mass of Chris-

OBITUARIES 
tian Burial Oct.20, 2025 at St.Alex­
ander's Church; burial in St. Peter's 
Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Shirley Marie 
(Riendeau) Talbot, 85; Mass of 
Christian Burial Oct. 4, 2025 at St. 
Alexander's Church. 

Ogdensburg - Michale James 
Brenno, 66; Graveside Services at 
Ogdensburg Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Nancy Louise (Ax­
tell) Brothers, 81; Funeral Services 
Oct.4, 2025 at Frary Funeral Home; 
burial in White Church Cemetery, 
Lisbon. 

Ogdensburg - William Morris 
O'Marah, 75; Funeral Services Oct. 
18, 2025 at Frary Funeral Home. 

Ogdensburg - Mary Lou (Sar­
gent) Sweeney, 77; Funeral Ser­
vices Oct. 3, 2025 at the Oswe­
qatchie Mausoleum. 

Ogdensburg - Mary Ellen 
(LaRose) Seymour, 89; Mass of 
Christian Burial Oct. 2, 2025 at St. 
Mary's Cathedral. 

Plattsburgh - Gail (Gilmore) 
Kemp, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
Oct.17, 2025 at Our Lady of Victory 
Church; burial in Gilliland Ceme­
tery. 

Redford - Cla rence "Joe" Fournia, 
94; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 2, 
2025 atthe Church of the Assump­
tion; burial in the parish cemetery. 

Rouses Point - James Joseph Le­
febvre, 92; Mass of Christian Burial 
Oct. 9, 2025 at St. Patrick's Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Thomas N. Pro­
voncha, 78; Mass of Christian Buri­
al Oct.6,2025 at St.Mary's Church; 
burial in Valley View Cemetery. 
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Bringing ntissionary discipleship to parishes 
By Marika Donders 
Director,Office of the New Evange­
lization 

When I offer work­
shops in parishes, or 
when people ask me 
how much it costs for 
me to come to their par­
ish, I use the phrase: 
"This is what I do. This 
is your Bishop Fund do­
nations at work." 

The other phrase I use 
is: "Have car, will trav­
el." 
THE MISSION 

The core mission of 
the Office for the New 
Evangelization is to 
form and equip inten­
tional missionary dis­
ciples who can then 
share the Gospel and 
form other Missionary 
Disciples. This requires 
I get out of my office 
and meet people face­
to- face to encourage 
them to evangelize, 
share the Gospel, share 
their stories, meet and 
pray with folks, and of­
fer hospitality. There is 
only so much you can 
do from a desk in the 
Chancery. Yes, there are 
virtual meetings, which 
with the distances (and 
winter weather) are 
wonderful. But virtual 
meetings, blogs, web­
sites and social media 
cannot substitute for 
meeting in-person, in 
"real life," to sit with a 
group of people around 
a table to pray, to listen 
and to discuss their par­
ishes' particular needs, 
or how their small 
group can deepen their 
relationship with Jesus, 
and then, how they can 
reach out to people in 
the pew, people in their 
families, people in their 
neighborhoods. 
SO, YOU WOULD LIKE 
ME TO COME TO YOUR 
PARISH? 

It is really simple, ask 

your pastor and call or 
email me and invite to 
come. Sometimes I am 
invited by a pastor or 
leadership team to come 
meet with them first to 
talk about the needs of 
the parish. Sometimes I 
am invited by a prayer 
group or bible study 
group to offer a presen­
tation or a day of reflec­
tion. Sometimes, I am 
invited by someone who 
participated in a work­
shop in a neighboring 
parish. But it all starts 
with the invitation. 
WHAT ARE SOME OP­
TIONS: 

I often recommend 
starting with a program 
of basic evangelization 
training: it can be some­
thing like Alpha or the 
Rescue Project or The 99 
Masterclass. These are 
series that run for six to 
eleven weeks where par­
ticipants deepen their 
understanding of the 
Gospel Message so that 
they can share the story 
with others 

Alternatively, I can 
offer stand-alone work­
shops or presentations 
such as workshops on 
parish hospitality (it's 
more than coffee and 
donuts) or Eucharist 
and Discipleship or 
talks on evangelization 
in the public square or 
the spirituality of lead­
ership or how to hold 
synodal conversations 
in the Holy Spirit. And 
of course, we can al-

ways create a workshop 
or presentation to ad­
dress specific needs of 
the parish or of a group. 

The Office of Evange­
lization can also offer 
parish missions or re­
treats for parishes and 
groups on a variety of 
themes: how to pray, 
Lectio Divina, various 
Marian themes, recon­
ciliation, Hope and heal­
ing or seasonal options 
such as Lenten days of 
reflection. 
VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS 

The office runs vir­
tual discussions and 
workshops on a regu­
lar basis at lunchtime 

called Brown Bag Series. 
Currently we are in the 
middle of a series called 
BECOME: Eucharistic 
Ministry Formation. In 
the past we have dis­
cussed Encyclicals such 
as Joy of the Gospel or 
Laudato Si'; books such 
as Divine Renovation 
by Father Mallon or the 
Real Presence by Timo­
thy O'Malley; and video 
series such as Disciple­
ship with Juliane Stanz 
or Mystery of the Eucha­
rist with Bishop Coz-
zens. 
RESOURCES: 

The Office of the New 
Evangelization can also 
recommend resources. I 
run a blog on the dioc­
esan website which pro-

vides short recommen­
dations. Under the more 
recent reviews there is 
always a link to an ar­
chive of past reviews. 
This archive can be es­
pecially useful for book 
clubs or for pastors to 
use as a resource for 
adult faith formation. 

If you would like more 
information or if you 
would like me to come 
to your parish to dis­
cuss how I can assist 
your parish to form mis­
sionary disciples, please 
reach out to me: Marika 
Danders, mdonders@ 
rcdony.org or 3151-393-
2020 ext. 1380 or check 
out the office webpages 
at rcdony.org/evangeli­
zation. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more ~ 

~ Find us on Face book! ~ 

FR. CLEMENT RIMONDS, HGN 

Thank you so much for your spiritual 

guidance, inspiring homilies, great sense of 

humor and LOVE of all GOD'S children. 

As your community multiplies- may GOD 

continue to bless us with your presence. 

YOU are a SPECIAL BLESSING! 

WE LOVE YOU! 

Your parishioners and friends 

that you shepherd so freely 

THE CATHOLICS ALONG 
THE AU SABLE AND BOQYET 

Catholic 

communities of 

Holy Name, 

St Matthew and 

St. Margaret 

Roman Catholics 

of Keeseville 

Catholics of 

Willsboro and 

Essex 




