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LUNCH TIME DISCUSSION

Join us for a lunchtime discus-
sion of the encyclical letter by
Pope Benedict XVI“Spe Salvi:On
Christian Hope.”

Date: Feb.12,19 and 26

Time: Noon to 1p.m.

Place: Online via Microsoft
Teams

Features: The document is
about 30 pages and can be down-
loaded https://www.vatican.
va/content/benedict-xvi/en/
encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-
xvi_enc_20071130_spe-salvi.
pdf Please join us for this oppor-
tunity learn about hope and enter
more deeply into this Jubilee Year
as Pilgrims of Hope.

Contact: Pease register at
www.rcdony.org/brownbag The
link for the virtual meetings will
be sent to you on Feb. 10. For
more information, contact Marika
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.
org.

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next
Friendship Group Meeting, How
to Experience Life-Changing
Conversations.

Date: Feb.27

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: This book will show
you how to relate to others in
their pain, frustration, hopes,
and dreams. Using Scripture,
real-world examples, and stories
from his own formation, Dr. Chris-
topher Reed provides approach-
able advice on how you can use
sacred conversations to become
your best self and build closer re-
lationships with others and with
the Lord. At this meeting, Father
(raig MacMahon, OMV will lead
us in discussing chapters 4 and 5

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

of “Sacred Conversations.”.
Contact: The book“Sacred
Conversations” may be ordered
at sophiainstitute.com. Enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to
receive 25% off.To sign-up, go to
https://mailchi.mp/sophiainsti-
tute/friendship-groups Ques-
tions? Contact Mary Beth Bracy at
mbracy@sophiainstitute.com

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

PAINT AND SIP
North Bangor — Paint and Sip
Fundraiser to be held.

Date: Feb.20

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(enter

Cost: 925

Features: Painting will be an
Easter shadow candle.

Contact: Register by Feb. 18 by
calling Irene Eldridge at 518-483-
2508 or Anne Boyea at 937-546-
0055.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
North Bangor - The parishes of

e Search archived papers

n Find us on Facebook!

Visit our website
www.northcountrycatholic.org

e Read local stories and commentaries

e View diocesan events and much more mEiz%E

St Augustine’s and St Mary’s are
hosting a Chicken and Biscuit
Dinner.

Date: March 9

Time: Noon to 3 p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: $15

Menu: Chicken and biscuits,
gravy, mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, vegetable, cranberry and a
dessert.

HOT DINNERS
Malone — St. André Bessette
Parish to offer free community
hot dinners.

Date: Every Wednesday

Time:4p.m.to5

Place: St.André Outreach
(enter

Features: Food is prepared by
the BOCES Culinary Arts Students.
Eatin only.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
Lyons Falls — St. John’s Church will
be having a drive thru Chicken
and Biscuit Dinner.

Date: Feb.25

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Cost: 512

Menu: Chicken and home-
made biscuits, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable and dessert.

Contact: To pre-order please
call 315-348-8945 or 315-348-

8577. Deliveries are available
also! Please order early!

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: March 2
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

ST. LAWRENCE

YOUTH ROSARY DAY
Morristown - Youth in grades
three through 12 are invited to
learn more about the Rosary:
Praying with Jesus and Mary.

Date: Feb.21

Time: 9:30a.m.to 3 p.m.; 2:10
p.m. Mass at St. John’s Church —
Families welcome

Place: Our Lady of Grace Parish
Center

Features: Youth day to learn
more about the Rosary includ-
ing mystery, what it means to
meditate, how prayer transforms
us and the joyful, luminous,
sorrowful and glorious mysteries.
Youth will make their own Rosary,
pray the Rosary together and
celebrate Mass.

Contact: Please register by
Feb. 14 using the registration
form found at https://www.
rcdony.org/parishevent

DIOCESAN EVENTS

WOMENS DISCERNMENT
(anton - Come and join Bishop
LaValley and the Campus Minis-
ters to learn more about“The Call
to Holiness and Mission”

Date: March 22

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: It is a call to“Let
Go, Let God"fill our lives with
His love, joy, peace as Pilgrims
of Hope in this Jubilee Year. Any
young woman 18-30 years old
are welcome to attend. Holy Hour
and Luncheon after presentation.
Sponsored by the Vocation Office.

Contact: If you are interested
in attending, register at https://
www.rcdony.org/womenslun-

FEBRUARY 12,2025

cheon.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man,
of high school age or older, who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
(anton
Dates: March 22, May 3,

Time: 10a.m.to 1p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided at each of the church
locations.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Watertown— If you or someone
you know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We are
now accepting registrations for
sessions held at the Watertown
location.

Date: Tuesdays starting March
18

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: In school behind St.
Anthony’s Church

Cost: $25

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.org.

CLM RETREAT
Ogdensburg - All Commissioned
Lay Ministers and Candidates are
invited to register for the CLM
retreat.

Date: May 2 - 4

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: Single, $240.00 pp;
Double, $190.00 pp; Suite (double
bed), $220.00 pp; Suite, $340.00
pp; Commuter, $100. All costs
include all meals.
Speaker: Father Leagon Carlin

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/ffmretreat
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

In the image and likeness of God

This week’s scrip-
ture readings present
a striking contrast. Je-
sus blesses the impov-
erished, the hungry,
the  sorrowful,
and those who
are maligned,
despised and re-
viled. This act
of blessing chal-
lenges our per-
ceptions of those
we consider the
most vulnerable.
Furthermore, Je-
sus curses the af-
fluent and those
who appear con-
tent with their material
possessions.

Jesus’ teachings stand
in stark contrast to
those of the world. The
world often portrays us
as disposable, akin to a
box of tissues. It sug-
gests that we are recy-
clable, like an old paper
cup, and expendable,
like a spare part. In re-
sponse to these dehu-
manizing narratives,
Jesus offers a profound
affirmation: “Be joyful

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

and rejoice, for your re-
ward in heaven will be
great.”

The Christian world-
view, shaped by Jesus’
teachings, un-
derscores our
inherent value
for numerous
reasons. First
and foremost,
we are created
in the image of
God. This notion
carries immense
significance, as
itimplies that we
are imbued with
divine essence.
Similarly, we believe
that we are temples of
the Holy Spirit. The im-
age of God and the tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit
are not contingent upon
our social standing or
financial wealth. Rath-
er, as embodiments of
God’s image and sanc-
tuaries of the Holy Spir-
it, we are called to per-
ceive the world as God
perceives it.

Regrettably, many
have disregarded this

February 16

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Jeremiah 17:5-8
1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Luke 6:17,20-26

foundational scriptural
principle that provides
meaning to human ex-
istence. Frequently, we
have sought meaning
in material posses-
sions, athletic achieve-
ments, social status
and authority. While
these pursuits are not
inherently detrimental,
they can easily become
all-consuming, leading
us to neglect the funda-
mental truth.

Many individuals
have lost sight of their
status as creatures in
the image of God and
have instead adopted a
self-centered perspec-
tive, treating God as
an extension of them-
selves. This stark devia-
tion from the teachings
of scripture is a cause

for concern.

In today’s Gospel, Je-
sus’ teachings and Jer-
emiah’s exhortation
in the first reading are
unequivocal. If we sub-
stitute our own vision
of the world for God’s
vision, we will be filled
with woes and curses.
As Jeremiah proclaims,
“Cursed is the one who
trusts in human be-
ings.”

As a Catholic and a de-
voted disciple of Jesus,
we recognize that our
worldview must diverge
from the prevalent per-
spectives promoted on
television, particular-
ly in talk shows where
participants often dis-
play their ignorance.

This differs from the
teachings in many text-
books that have sys-
tematically omitted the
contributions of the
Catholic Church to so-
ciety over the centuries.
It also differs from the
stances of politicians
who advocate for leg-
islation that endangers

human life even from
conception, and from
sports leaders who
have replaced Sunday
worship with athletic
competitions.

There exists a funda-
mental truth that many
have never grasped or
forgotten. To the ques-
tion, “Why did God cre-
ate you?” the answer is
straightforward: “God
created me to know,
love, and serve Him in
this world and to be
happy with him forever
in heaven.” It is as sim-
ple as that. We search
extensively for the
meaning of life, often
mistaking fleeting mo-
ments of happiness for
genuine fulfillment.

We are integral to
God’s vision of the
world because we are
created in His image.
As St. Augustine elo-
quently stated, “Trust
in God’s mercy for the
past, His love for the
present, and His prov-
idence for the future.”
To that I say: “AMEN.”

A GROWING VOICE

What's the impact?

I often don’t realize
how much of an impact
my writing or even my
existence can have until
I have conversa- 5
tions with people
whose lives TI've
touched. 1 also
have a number of §
friends who have } /4
made a signifi-
cant impact on my §
life and the lives
of those around
them, yet they still Erin
seem  surprised Savarie
when someone
tells them that.

Several people have
approached me  at
church to say that they

really love my columns
or that they really need-
ed the hug I gave them.
I think we often forget
= just how much
of an effect we
8 can have with
\| something  as
simple as a
! smile.

On the flip
side, we also
4 tend to forget
about the im-

mense love God
has for us and
how profound
that love truly
is. We often put God on
the back burner until we
need Him, and I am cer-

tainly guilty of that. But
the truth is, God loves
us always - even when
we are busy with a mil-
lion things and forget
to say our prayers; even
when we make mistakes
that we think are unfor-
givable; even when we
don’t have anything to
ask of him.

So don’t wait for the
next conversation, the
next miracle or the next
proof that you have an
impact, or that God has
an impact on you. Reach
out to your friends, con-
tinue making an impact,
and, most importantly,
reach out to God.

United States Bankruptcy Court
for the District of Vermont

In re Roman Catholic Diocese
of Burlington, Vermont, Case No. 24-10205-HZC

Claims Notice for Survivors of Sexual Abuse and Others
With Claims Against the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Burlington, Vermont

If you were sexually abused by any person connected with
the Diocese, a Catholic parish, or Catholic school within the
geographic area of the Diocese, or have any claim against
the Diocese, you must file a claim by April 4, 2025.

For more diocesan information: visit vermontcatholic.org

For the bankruptcy docket: visit
https://case.stretto.com/dioceseofburlington

For U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Vermont
information: visit vtb.uscourts.gov

For advice about your rights: contact an attorney
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Vatican Library exhibit highlights journeys

By AC Wimmer
(atholic News Agency

As pilgrims make their
way to Rome during the
2025 Jubilee Year, the
Vatican Apostolic Li-
brary announced a new

exhibition connecting
historical journeys to
modern pilgrimages

through a collection of
rare 19th-century trav-
el documents and con-
temporary artistic inter-
pretations.

It’'s about love. It's about life.
It’s about freedom. It's about gift.

Opening to the public
Feb. 15, the “En Route”
exhibition represents
the sixth installment in
the library’s ongoing di-
alogue between its his-
torical patrimony and
contemporary art, initi-

_—

Natural
Family
Planning

usccb.org/nfp

Diocesan NFP Office
www.rcdony.org/nfp
Email: apietropaoli@rcdony.org « Tel:518-483-0459

ated in 2021.

“There is, of course, a
connection to the jubi-
lee, because the jubilee
involves travel — pil-
grims come, and then
they depart. So, within
the jubilee, the theme
of travel is present,”
Don Giacomo Cardinali,
commissioner of the Ex-
hibition Hall of the Vat-
ican Apostolic Library,
told EWTN News.

“Each person inter-
prets this theme ac-
cording to their own
nature, and we have in-
terpreted it according
to the nature of the li-
brary, which is a place
of research, scientific
activity, encounter, and
culture.”

The exhibition’s title
comes from an unusu-
al newspaper series
published by French
journalists Lucien Le-
roy and Henri Papil-
laud. They funded their
worldwide journey by
printing editions in var-
ious cities they visited.
A significant portion of
the exhibition features
the collection of Italian
diplomat Cesare Poma
(1862-1932), com-
prising approximately
1,200 newspapers from
remote regions printed
in various languages
across five continents.

Three contemporary
artists have been com-
missioned to interpret
these historical materi-
als.

Lorenzo Jovanotti
Cherubini, a renowned
[talian  singer and
globe-trotter, presents

his travel instruments,

musical equipment,
drawings, and a special-
ly created travel jour-
nal with accompanying
soundscape.

Artist Kristjana S. Wil-
liams worked directly
with Vatican archives
to create new artworks.
“She grew up in Iceland,
it’'s a black-and-white
monochromatic land-
scape and she dreamt
of exotic shores as
she grew up. Having
access to Vatican ar-
chives and being able to
choose pieces to illus-
trate these stories was
absolutely  incredible
for designers,” Rachel
Bushell, public relations
director at Kristjana S.
Williams Studio, told
EWTN News.

Maria Grazia Chiu-
ri, artistic director of
Dior’s women’s collec-
tions, developed a dig-
ital installation exam-
ining six Victorian-era
women who undertook
solo world travels, ex-
ploring the relationship
between fashion and
journey.

“m almost sure it
will inspire a great de-
sire to travel,” Cardinali
told EWTN News. “And,
above all, it will make
people rediscover that
there are many ways to
travel: You can travel by
transportation, on foot,
but probably we travel
much more, much bet-
ter, and much farther
with books. In fact, we
travel every time we
open a book, and prob-
ably the most distant
places are the ones
we've reached through
books.”

The exhibition will run
through Dec. 20 at the
Sala Barberini and adja-
cent halls of the Vatican
Apostolic Library.

Bénédicte Cedergren
and Victoria Cardiel
contributed to this re-
port.
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Celebrating
jubilee 1In exile

Displacement, hunger, cold, the fatigue of a daily
life in refugee camps or in makeshift settlements in
the forests cannot stop the Catholic faithful of Loi-
kaw, a diocese in the Burmese (Myanmar) state of
Kayah in the east of the country, from celebrating
the Holy Year.

As Father Paul Pa, diocesan representative for
the Holy Year 2025, said the Catholic community
of Loikaw, with about 90,000 members scattered in
an area marked by clashes and fighting between the
army and the opposition forces, is striving for unity
and has found the spiritual strength to celebrate its
“Jubilee in exile.” Christ the King Cathedral and the
Pastoral Complex in Loikaw were seized and occu-
pied by the military in November 2023.

It is a deep wound for the local church, which,
however, “does not lose hope,” says the priest:
“Since we could not use the cathedral church as the
Jubilee church, we have designated the Mother of
God parish church in Sondu, where our Bishop Cel-
so Ba Shwe currently resides, as the co-cathedral.”

At the opening service of the Jubilee, the bishop
encouraged the faithful to “hold on to hope” be-
cause “the Lord is with us, he supports us, he is
the source of our hope.” “Moreover,” he continued,
“hope comes from solidarity and mutual charity in
this time of desert, darkness, suffering, displace-
ment,” “a time of exile when everyone longs to re-
turn home but cannot because of the widespread
violence.”

Like the other priests and religious of the diocese,
Father Paul Pa is constantly on the move, visiting
the Jubilee churches and refugee camps, noting the
piety of the pilgrims who “arrive after long march-
es on foot, stop to pray, are moved, ask God for
help, receive the sacraments, gain indulgences.”
The priest stresses that the service of the priests of
Loikaw “today is above all a service of consolation
and support for the afflicted.”

In the midst of this painful condition, the faithful
also sing songs of praise, as they have been provid-
ed with a “Jubilee song” and a special prayer that
they recite with faith. The ministry of priests in Loi-
kaw has become, above all, a ministry of consola-
tion: “We say to the faithful: may a special shower
of graces be upon you all, and we bless you,” the
priest recounts.

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies.

OBITUARIES

Champlain — Samuel M. Blain,
74; Mass of Christian Burial July 7,
2025 at St. Mary’s Church.

Champlain - Trevor Hart, 49;
Memorial Mass Feb. 1,2025 at St.
Mary’s Church.

Champlain - Hortense (Ashline)
Premore, 91; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb.6,2025 at St. Mary’s
Church.

Chateaugay - Patrick J. Dwyer,
90; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.8,
2025 at St. Patrick’s Church.

Clayton — Jean (Gokey) Turck, 94;
Graveside Services in spring at St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Constable - Joyce A. (Fleury)
Washburn, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial at later date at St. Francis
of Assisi Church.

Constableville — Mary Lou
(Samson) Croniser, 88; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb. 8, 2025 at
St.Mary’s Church; burial in St.
Patrick's Cemetery.

Gouverneur — Claire P.(Weag-
ley) Casey, 88; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb.7,2025 at St. James
Church; burial in St. James
(Cemetery.

Lowville — Nancy J. (Burr) Han-
no, 70; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb.8,2025 at St. Peter’s Church.

Lowville - Carol Ellen
Feisthamel Stoffell, 82; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb.7,2025 at St.
Peter’s Church’burial in Lowville
Rural Cemetery.

Malone - Kenneth W. Scott, 80;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb.7,
2025 at Notre Dame Church.

Massena — Anthony “Chuck”
Bronchetti, 96; Funeral Services
Feb.5, 2025 at Donaldson Funeral
Home; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Carl A. Provost,
Sr., 80; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 10,2025 at St. Alexander’s
Church; burial in St. Alexander’s
Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Kellie M.
(Roushia) Simmons, 61; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb.4, 2025 at St.
Alexander’s Church; burial in St.
Alexander’s Cemetery.

Newcomb — Marietta Margue-
rite DuPont Alitz, 83; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb.5,2025 at St.
Therese’s Church.

Ogdensburg — Anna Jean
(Marlow) MacDougall, 93; Mass
of Christian Burial Feb.8, 2025
at Notre Dame Church; burial in
Notre Dame Cemetery.

0Ogdensburg — Anthony Jon
Sweeney, 75; Funeral Services
Feb.7,2025 at Oswegatchie
Mausoleum.

0Old Forge — Rosemary Ledger
Hudon, 87; Mass of Christian Buri-
alin Spring at St.Bartholomew’s
Church’burial in Riverview
(Cemetery.

Peru - Timothy J. Conners, 74;
Funeral Services Feb.5, 2025

at the Hamilton Funeral Home;
burial in St. Augustine’s Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Evelyn Helen
(Ihne) Lashway, 73; Funeral Ser-
vices Jan. 30,2025 at the Brown
Funeral Home.

North Country Catholic has Green option
Our E-paper is now casier to read online. You can receive your North (ountry (atholic in
your e-mail rather than in the mail. Fill in your information and send this form to:

Plattsburgh — Letha Estalle Cox
Mitchell, 100; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 3, 2025 at St.Peter's
Church.

Port Henry — William J. Snow,
58; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 8,
2025 at St. Patrick’s Church.

Potsdam - Jane Elizabeth Bentz
Atesoglu, 80; Mass of Chris-

tian Burial May 30,2025 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Bayside
(Cemetery.

Rouses Point — Harvey J. Boutin,
95; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 8,
2025 at St. Patrick’s Church.

Rouses Point — James Jeffries,
73; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.7,
2025 at St.Patrick’s Church.

Ticonderoga — Christine

Marie (teRiele) 65; Ross Mass of
Christian Burial Feb.7,2025 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in St.Mary’s
Parish Cemetery.

Watertown — Patricia A.
(Charlebois) Powell, 92; Funeral
Mass at a later date at Holy Fam-
ily Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

West Chazy - Gary K. Fountain,
82; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.7,
2025 at St. Joseph’s Church.

Westport — Jesse B.Sayre, 93;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb.7,
2025 at St. Philip Neri Church;
burial in parish cemetery.
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By Stephen Tartaglia
Family Life Director

Social ~Science re-
search indicates clearly
that marital status is
a crucial predictor of
important economic,
emotional, and health
outcomes for men and
women throughout
their adult lives. So
says Brad Wilcox, in his
book “Get Married: Why
Americans Should Defy
the Elites, Forge Strong
Families and Save Civi-
lization.” Being married
is a better predictor of
happiness than other
factors that get more
attention in today’s cul-
ture including educa-
tion, work, money, race
and gender. And he says
marital quality is the
top predictor of life sat-
isfaction in America.

People don’t just
slide into top-quality
marriages. It involves a

] . CELEBR.ATING MARRIAGE
Guidance in dating for young adults

whole process of prepa-
ration and discernment,
starting as a child grow-
ing up in a family. There
they learn to receive
and give love, to share,
forgive and communi-
cate. They learn about
the human body, both
male and female.
During puberty, their
bodies and brains de-
velop, their thinking
becomes more abstract,
they experience inde-
pendence from their
parents, their social
circles widen, romantic
or sexual relationships
become important for
them, and they begin
seeking long-term com-
mitment in their rela-
tionships. Their biologi-
cal drives grow stronger,
and they normally want
what they are not yet
ready to have. Parental
support and guidance
is critical at this phase.
Without it, adolescents

2025 Jubilee: The Holy Year
Pilgrimage to Rome with Fr. Mickey Demo
(Blessed Sacrament Parish, Watertown)

September 10-18, 2025

Book by Mar 11, 2025 & Save $200:
Double $4,749-Single $5,349 (inc. air from Syracuse)

Spiritual Highlights:

Major Basilicas.

e  Glimpse the Holy Doors of the Vatican only
opened during the Jubilee year and 5 other

e Attend the weekly Papal audience in the
Vatican City to receive the blessing given by
His Holiness Pope Francis.

e Much more including a day trip to Assisi to
tour of the 13th-century basilica of St. Francis

An online brochure and reservation link can be
found at:
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1282559

SASS Travel -

For any questions, call Mike at:
315-788-4791
e-mail: sassl@twcny.rr.com

are left vulnerable to
the influences of others
far less likely to share
values that lead to a
top-quality marriage
and much more likely to
encourage participation
in the hook-up culture.

Kerry Cronin, Philoso-
phy Professor at Boston
College, contrasts the
hook up culture with the
dating culture. Hooking
up is a brief encounter
between two people in
which the pair mutually
use each other for sex-
ual pleasure to one de-
gree or another which
results in shame, lone-
liness and despair. Dat-
ing, on the other hand,
is a process of forming
a real relationship with
another person.

Cronin saw that soci-
ety no longer supports
dating so that young
adults find it difficult
to form meaningful re-
lationships with each
other that could lead
to top-quality marriag-
es. Cronin offered “The
Dating Project” as a way
to work against this
trend by teaching her
students to date rather
than hook up. The Dat-
ing Project was so suc-
cessful that it was made
into a movie.

The Dating Project,
a required part of her
class at Boston College,
teaches the importance
and rules of dating and
it requires the students
to go on a date. Cronin’s
rules for the dating as-
signment were as fol-
lows: Ask in person, not
through electronic me-
dium; Ask within three

@D
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days; Pick someone who
is a legitimate romantic
interest; A new person,
not someone you've dat-
ed before; Be open and
honest that it is a date;
It should only last 45-90
minutes at most; Make a
plan ahead of time; You
ask, you pay; But only
$10-15; No drugs or al-
cohol; No touchy - an
“A-frame hug” at most
at the end of the date;
Tell three people so
you have support, but
not everyone; and Go
alone...not in a group.

These were college
students - young adults,
not children. She rein-
forced with them that
the dates were not to
be in some sketchy, un-
safe place, but rather in
a public place where the
pair could safely have a
good conversation and
get to know each other.

Here are a few links to
learn more about Kerry
Cronin and the Dating
Project:

Kerry Cronin: The Im-
perfect Art of Dating

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=I3eyF-
gTHmMzE&t=670s

Kerry Cronin - The
Problems with Hook-Up
Culture

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mV7g-
FUzICDU&t=3s

Dating is a process
which helps the young
person discern mar-
riage. But the process
is gradual and moves
through stages. Most
people don’t marry the
first person they go
on a date with. Rather,
each dating experience
allows a person to grow
a little, to gather a little
more information about
themself and other peo-
ple. It helps them to see
their own preferences,
strengths and weak-
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nesses. It helps them to
assess their readiness
and desire to enter the
kind of relationship
that could lead to a mar-
riage. Done well with an
active prayer life and
good spiritual guidance,
dating also helps peo-
ple discover what God
is calling them to.

Another great re-
source is the book Pret-
ty Good Catholic: How
to Find, Date and Marry
Someone Who Shares
Your Faith, by Rachel
Hoover Canto. The book
is a very good overview
of dating in our times,
covering these topics:

- Meeting people On-
line and in person

Stages of relation-

ships and taking them
in order

Setting  healthy
boundaries
- Long Distance Dat-

ing

Dating non-Catho-
lics or different Cath-
olics (Latin Massers,
Charismatics, Conserva-
tives, Liberals, etc.)

Suggestions  for
maintaining a chaste re-
lationship

- Readiness to date
How and when to
stop dating someone

Here’'s a link to an
interview with Canto:
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Wpsj-
FREgO_U&t=89s

These days it's less
common for children
to grow up in an ide-
al family with married
parents.

Most adolescents and
young adults benefit
from mentors who can
give them ethical and
practical guidance on
dating and developing
real relationships rather
than hooking up. Stay
tuned for my next arti-
cle on mentoring.



