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St.John Paul Il Shrine to host exhibit on Shroud of Turin
Beginning on March 5, the first day of Lent, and running through Eas-
ter Sunday, April 20, the Saint John Paul Il National Shrine in Wash-
ington, D.C., will host an exhibit called “Lord, You Could Not Love Me
More!": Saint John Paul Il and the Shroud of Turin.” The exhibit is a re-
sponse to the beloved saint’s call for greater understanding of and de-
votion to the shroud — the burial cloth that many believe was used
to wrap the body of Christ after his crucifixion. The exhibit will help
visitors encounter the mystery of the shroud, its movement in history,
the scientific research done to prove its authenticity, and the faithful
devotion to all that the shroud reveals about salvation. The exhibit will
also include a replica of the Shroud of Turin on loan from the National
Shroud of Turin Exhibit, over 30 gallery panels containing images and
text,and a sculpture called“The Sign,” which renders a life-size 3D im-
age of the man of the shroud.

Pope Francis hospitalized for bronchitis

Pope Francis was admitted to Rome’s Gemelli Hospital on Friday to
undergo testing and treatment for bronchitis, the Vatican said. The
88-year-old pope was hospitalized in the late morning on Feb. 14
following meetings with a number of people, including the prime
minister of Slovakia, Robert Fico.“This morning, at the end of his au-
diences, Pope Francis will be admitted to the Agostino Gemelli Hos-
pital for some necessary diagnostic tests and to continue treatment
for bronchitis, that is still ongoing, in a hospital setting,” the Holy See
Press Office said in a message sent shortly before 11 a.m. local time.
The Vatican said that due to Pope Francis” hospitalization, his appoint-
ments for the following three days were canceled. In particular, he will
no longer hold a jubilee audience at the Vatican on Saturday, Feb. 15,
or a meeting with artists at the historic Cinecitta film studios south of
Rome on Feb.17.

Religious groups sue over ‘sensitive location’ policy

A coalition of more than two dozen religious groups is suing the White
House over its policy allowing immigration officers to arrest suspected
illegal immigrants in houses of worship and other “sensitive locations.
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) under President Donald
Trump last month rescinded Biden-era guidelines that required Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents to seek their superior’s
approval before arresting people at or near “sensitive locations” such
as churches, hospitals, or schools. The repealed rules, earlier versions of
which date to 2011, precluded ICE agents from carrying out immigra-
tion enforcement actions in locations like hospitals, places of worship,
schools, or during events such as weddings or parades unless there is
an urgent need, such as a person who poses an imminent threat or if
the agents have sought higher approval to do so. A DHS spokesman
said last month that the repeal of the policy meant that “criminals will
no longer be able to hide in America’s schools and churches to avoid
arrest.”
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1.3 million pilgrims pass
through Holy Door at
St. Peter’s Basilica

By Tessa Gervasini
(atholic News Agency

Since Pope Francis
marked the beginning
of the 2025 Jubilee
Year, 1.3 million people
have passed through
the Holy Door of St.
Peter’s Basilica in the
Vatican, according to
Archbishop Rino Fisi-
chella, pro-prefect for
the New Evangelization
section of the Dicastery
for Evangelization.

Fisichella made the
announcement at a
Feb. 7 press confer-
ence for the Jubilee of
the Armed Forces. The
archbishop pointed
out, however, that the
numbers of pilgrims
“are not a criterion of
validity for the success
of the jubilee. What
counts is what is in the
hearts of people.”

Holy Doors are usu-
ally only designated in
the four papal basili-
cas in Rome — St. Pe-
ter’s in the Vatican, St.
John Lateran, St. Mary
Major, and St. Paul Out-
side the Walls. But this
year, Pope Franics also
opened another loca-
tion at Rebibbia prison
in Rome.

Besides the Holy
Doors, other factors
have contributed to the
high number of people
visiting Rome and oth-
er parts of Italy to take
part in this year’s cele-
bration.

“The jubilee is one of
the major reasons we'’re
seeing the increased
crowds. But also recent
surveys show that Ita-
ly in general remains

among the most popu-
lar travel destinations
in the world,” Teresa
Tomeo, veteran anchor
of the EWTN Radio
show “Catholic Con-
nection,” Italy travel ex-
pert, and founder of T’s
Italy, told CNA.

“A survey found that
travelers want more
than just a Roman or
Italian holiday. They're
looking for ‘transfor-
mative’ travel,” Tomeo
said. “What better place
than Italy given all of
the incredible and im-
portant religious sites,
not to mention the nat-
ural beauty, for change
or transformation to
occur?”

Tomeo, who has led
multiple Italian tours
and visited the coun-
try on more than 60
occasions, said these
pilgrimages have the
power to strengthen a
traveler’s faith.

“On our last pilgrim-
age in October of 2024,
we had three of our
pilgrims privately tell
us that they were so
moved or ‘transformed’
by what they experi-
enced in Italy that they
were coming back into
the Church,” she said.

Since the jubilee has
begun with such large
crowds, locals and trav-
elers should expect the
high volume to contin-
ue.

“Easter time and the
summer months are al-
ways the busiest times
of year in Italy and es-
pecially Rome,” Tomeo
said. “I don’t think it
will be any different
this year. The canon-

izations of Blessed Car-
lo Acutis and Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati
fall within those time
periods and those spe-
cial events are expect-
ed to draw even larger
crowds.”

Tomeo encouraged
visitors to fully im-
merse themselves in
their jubilee travels.

“Turin is where Bless-
ed Frassati is from and
is buried and it has
so much to offer pil-
grims in terms of other
saints,” she said. “The
church, St. John the
Baptist, which houses
his tomb, is also home
to the chapel of the
Shroud of Turin. Al-
though the shroud is
not available for view-
ing and veneration
during the jubilee year,
the church is breath-
taking and Turino is
home to another popu-
lar saint — St. John Bo-
sco.”

“And then of course
the medieval and un-
spoiled town of Assisi
and the tomb of Carlo
Acutis is a place that
deserves more than just
a day trip from Rome.
Not to mention the sur-
rounding area of Assi-
si in Umbria and other
nearby saints such as
St. Rita of Cascia, St.
Clare of the Cross in
Montefalco, and St. An-
gela of Foligno,” Tomeo
said.

The jubilee will con-
tinue until Jan. 6, 2026.
It is anticipated that
more than 30 million
pilgrims will make the
journey to Rome during
the holy year.
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VIRTUAL EVENTS

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next
Friendship Group Meeting, How
to Experience Life-Changing
Conversations.

Date: Feb.27

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: In this book, Dr.
Christopher Reed will show
you how to relate to others in
their pain, frustration, hopes,
and dreams. Using Scripture,
real-world examples, and stories
from his own formation, Dr. Reed
provides approachable, fun-filled,
well-researched advice on how
you can use sacred conversations
to become your best self and
build closer relationships with
others and with the Lord. At this
meeting, Father Craig MacMahon,
OMV will continue to help break
open the book for us and lead us
in discussing chapters 4 and 5 of
“Sacred Conversations, highlight-
ing examples and providing tips
on ways to enjoy these fruitful
conversations.

Contact: The book“Sacred
Conversations” may be ordered
at sophiainstitute.com. Enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to
receive 25% off.To sign-up for
the Friendship Group, receive the
meeting link and discussion ques-
tions, go to https://mailchi.mp/
sophiainstitute/friendship-groups
Questions? Contact Mary Beth
Bracy at mbracy@sophiainstitute.
com

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

PAINT AND SIP
North Bangor — Paint and Sip
Fundraiser to be held.

Date: Feb.20

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: $25

Features: Painting will be an
Easter shadow candle.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
North Bangor - The parishes of
St Augustine’s and St Mary’s are
hosting a Chicken and Biscuit

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
[tems must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Dinner.

Date: March 9

Time: Noon to 3 p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: 915

Menu: Chicken and biscuits,
gravy, mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, vegetable, cranberry and a
dessert.

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Fort Covington — The parish of
St.Mary’s of the Fort is hosting a
Corned Beef Dinner.

Date: March 16

Time: 11:00 a.m. until sold out

Place: Fort Covington Adult
Center, 2526 Chateaugay St

Cost: per meal - $15.Take-out
only.

Menu: Corned Beef, Cabbage,
Potatoes, Carrots & Dessert

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
Lyons Falls — St. John’s Church will
be having a drive thru Chicken
and Biscuit Dinner.

Date: Feb.25

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Cost: $12

Menu: Chicken and home-
made biscuits, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable and dessert.

Contact: To pre-order please
call 315-348-8945 or 315-348-
8577. Deliveries are available

also! Please order early!

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: March 2
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.
Date: March 8
Time:4pm.to7
Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free
Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
Watertown — 9 Day Novena to
begin Good Friday by praying the
Divine Mercy Chaplet.

Date: April 18

Time:3 p.m.

Place: St.Patrick’s Church
Features: Brief background
of Divine Mercy Sunday and then
the praying of the Chaplet in the

church. The Chaplet is prayed
everyday at home for the follow-
ing 8 days until the Divine Mercy
Sunday Celebration on April 27.
Contact: For more information
call Judy Boulton 315-783-7349
or Kim Tyler at 315-486—4542
www.thedivinemercy.org

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown — Divine Mercy
Sunday will be celebrated.

Date: April 27

Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St.Patrick’s Church

Features: According to the Di-
vine Mercy message from Jesus to
Saint Faustina, to fittingly observe
the Feast, always be merciful to
others, go to confession during
Lent and receive communion on
the Feast of Mercy. Publicly cel-
ebrate the Feast of Mercy. There
will be Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, singing of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy, brief confessions,
and a procession. Please note that
the celebration is not a mass.

Contact: For more info on
how to prepare call Judy Boul-
ton 315—-783-7349 or Kim Tyler
315-486-4542 www.thedivine-
mercy.org

ST.LAWRENCE

YOUTH ROSARY DAY
Morristown - Youth in grades
three through 12 are invited to
learn more about the Rosary:
Praying with Jesus and Mary.

Date: Feb.21

Time: 9:30a.m.to 3 p.m.; 2:10
p.m. Mass at St.John’s Church —
Families welcome

Place: Our Lady of Grace Parish
Center

Features: Youth day to learn
more about the Rosary includ-
ing mystery, what it means to
meditate, how prayer transforms
us and the joyful, luminous,
sorrowful and glorious mysteries.
Youth will make their own Rosary,
pray the Rosary together and
celebrate Mass.

Contact: Please register by
Feb. 14 using the registration
form found at https://www.
rcdony.org/parishevent

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: March 9 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

ALPHA
Massena — You are invited to
Alpha.

Date: March 25

Time: 6 p.m.to 8:30

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Features: Join us for a free
meal and great conversations as
we explore life and faith.

Contact: For more information
contact the Parish office 315-769-
2469 or www.massenacatholics.
com

LENTEN DAY OF MERCY
(Canton — St. Mary’s Church will be
hosting a Lenten Day of Mercy.
Date: March 26
Time: 6 a.m.to 10 p.m.
Features: Confessions will be
heard in the Divine Mercy Chapel.
A schedule of confessors will be
made available closer to the date
at cantoncatholics.com
Contact: For more information
email cantonsec@rcdony.org or
(315)386-2543

DIOCESAN EVENTS

WOMENS DISCERNMENT
Canton - Come and join Bishop
LaValley and the Campus Minis-
ters to learn more about“The Call
to Holiness and Mission”

Date: March 22

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,Can-
ton

Features: Itis a call to“Let
Go, Let God"fill our lives with
His love, joy, peace as Pilgrims
of Hope in this Jubilee Year. Any

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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The concept of fair-
ness is a recurring
theme in our daily
lives. Children often
accuse their parents
of being unfair,
employees com-
plain about their
bosses, and con-
sumers criticize
corporations for
their treatment.

The term “all’s
fair in love and
war” is com-

monly used, and
fairness appears
in numerous ex-
pressions, such
as fair trade, fair and
square, fair enough,
fair game, fair mar-
ket wvalue, fair play,
fair to middling, and
fair-weather friend. Ad-
ditionally, we refer to
women as the fair sex.

However, the defi-
nition of fairness can
be subjective and may
vary depending on
cultural and person-
al perspectives. In the
first reading of today’s
first reading, the bibli-
cal narrative presents
a scenario where fate
grants David the op-
portunity to kill Saul.
Saul had been perse-
cuting David and treat-
ing him unjustly, lead-

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Is that fair?

ing to a situation where
David perceived Saul as
unfair and deserving of
revenge.

From a human per-
spective, it might
seem fair to seek
retribution, even
if it meant tak-
ing Saul’s life.
However, Da-
vid’s decision to
spare Saul’s life
demonstrates
a higher value
than fairness. He
recognized that
Saul, despite his
actions, was the
Lord’s anointed. In his
own words, “I would
not hurt the Lord’s
anointed.” David’s
choice to spare Saul’s
life transcends human
wisdom and societal
norms, prioritizing love
and fidelity to God over
retribution.

This principle of pri-
oritizing virtue and
fidelity over human
wisdom is further em-
phasized in the Gospel,
particularly in the Ser-
mon on the Plain, which
we read last week. In
this sermon, Jesus
challenges convention-
al understanding and
societal norms by ad-
vocating for actions

Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time

READINGS
1Samuel 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
John 13:34

that may seem counter-
intuitive, such as loving
one’s enemies, blessing
those who curse us,
turning the other cheek
and giving without ex-
pecting anything in re-
turn.

These teachings
demonstrate that true
fairness lies not in
seeking revenge or ret-
ribution, but in culti-
vating compassion, for-
giveness and love.

We often present our-
selves as Christians.
When was the last time
you explicitly expressed
your love for your ene-
my? When was the last
time you called your
sister-in-law who drives
you nuts? When was
the last time you com-
plimented your brother
or even said something
flattering about him?
When was the last time
you lent a friend a tool
without expecting a re-
turn date?

Jesus clearly rebukes
loving those who love
us, lending expecting a
full return and cursing
back when cursed at.

You may think that
this is unfair. Perhaps,
according to our hu-
man standards, none
of this is fair. Howev-
er, Jesus is not teach-
ing lessons in fairness.
Rather, he is speaking
about the kingdom,
about perfection and
about how we should
direct our lives. He out-
lines what we should
do. “Love and do good
to your enemies. Lend
expecting nothing in
return. Be merciful, and
God extends mercy to
us.”

The final part should
particularly prompt us
to reflect. Be merciful
just as God shows mer-
cy to us. Consider this:
Would you want God to
extend mercy to us in
the same way that we
have extended it to oth-
ers?

Towards the end of
the gospel passage,
Jesus takes away our
entertainment when
he says, “Stop judging,
and you will not be
judged. Stop condemn-
ing, and you will not be

FEBRUARY 19, 2025

condemned.” Wow! If
we cannot judge, what
will we talk about? Af-
ter all, it is so much
fun to judge, criticize
and even condemn
others. Have you ever
watched shows like Dr.
Phil, Judge Judy, Jerry
Springer, or political
pundits? If we cannot
judge and criticize, our
television enjoyment
will be greatly dimin-
ished.

I leave the decision
about television up
to you. However, the
point is clear: The dis-
ciple of Jesus knows
that the Christian life
mirrors that of Christ,
characterized by not
condemning, not judg-
ing and not seeking
retribution. The closing
words of today’s gospel
encapsulate this princi-
ple: “For the measure
with which you mea-
sure will be measured
out to you.”

For God, fairness is
measured in generosity
and mercy. Therefore,
if we desire God to be
generous and merciful
to us, we must demon-
strate generosity and
mercy towards others.
That’s simply being
fair.

Around the diocese
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young woman 18-30 years old
are welcome to attend. Holy Hour
and Luncheon after presentation.
Sponsored by the Vocation Office.

Contact: If you are interested
in attending, register at https://
www.rcdony.org/womenslun-
cheon.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Discernment is a call, listen with
others.Itis a journey of faith,
traveling with companions. Are

you a single Catholic man, of
high school age or older, who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
(anton
Dates: March 22, May 3,

Time: 10a.m.to 1p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided

Contact: Registration required,

please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Watertown— If you or someone
you know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We are
now accepting registrations for
sessions held at the Watertown

location.

Date: Tuesdays starting March
18

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: In school behind St.
Anthony’s Church

Cost: 925

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.org.

CLM RETREAT
Ogdensburg - All Commissioned

Lay Ministers and Candidates are
invited to register for the CLM
retreat.

Date: May 2 -4

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: Single, $240.00 pp;
Double, $190.00 pp; Suite (double
bed), $220.00 pp; Suite, $340.00
pp; Commuter, $100. All costs
include all meals.
Speaker: Father Leagon Carlin

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/ffmretreat
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Cathedral bombed

days after
establishment

(atholic News Agency

A newly-designated Catholic cathedral in Myanmar
was bombed by the military regime last week amid
an ongoing conflict in the region.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Mindat was
severely damaged by airstrikes by the Myanmar mil-
itary regime in Chin, Myanmar’s only Christian-ma-
jority state.

Though the damage took place on Feb. 6, news of
the bombing has only recently come to light. The
church’s roof and stained-glass windows were de-
stroyed, rendering the church unusable, according
to Fides, the information service of the Pontifical
Mission Societies. No injuries were reported and the
area had recently been evacuated.

Less than two weeks before the bombing, on Jan.
25, Pope Francis designated the church a cathedral
for the newly-formed Diocese of Mindat. In the days
leading up to the attack, local Catholics were plan-
ning upcoming liturgical celebrations, including the
consecration of the newly-appointed bishop, Father
Augustine Thang Zawm Hung, Fides reported.

The newly-formed Diocese of Mindat has a to-
tal population of almost 360,000, with more than
14,000 Catholics and 23 parishes, according to the
Holy See.

A local priest, identified as Father Paulinus, told
Fides that the faithful are determined to rebuild.

“We are very sad that our church has been hit by
the bombs. It is a wound in our heart. But we will
not let ourselves be defeated. We will rebuild it,” the
local priest said. “We are certain that the Lord will
‘bombard’ us with his grace and blessing: This will
bring peace and prosperity to our people.”

Soon after the destruction of the Mindat church,
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo of Yangon urged Cath-
olics to pray for those who were displaced by the
violence of the conflict in Myanmar.

Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, has for years
been wracked by violent conflict following a military
coup at the beginning of 2021 in which the military
junta overthrew the elected government of Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who had
promised a new democratic era for the nation. The
coup triggered widespread resistance, mass pro-
tests, and an escalation of armed conflicts across
the country, thrusting Myanmar into its current hu-
manitarian and human rights crisis.

OBITUARIES

Brownville — Barbara A. (Korber)
Fudala, 84; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 17,2025 at Immacu-
late Conception Church; burial in
Dexter Cemetery.

Clayton — Louise Anne (Stage)
(alhoun, 78; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 19,2025 at St.Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary’s
(Cemetery.

Croghan — Bernard J.“Chibbie”
Monnat, 93; Mass of Chris-

tian Burial Feb. 14,2025 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in Indian
River Cemetery.

Evans Mills — Mary A. (Staie)
Delles, 96; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb. 11,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Hogansburg — Stephanie L.M.
Lazore-Cole, 50; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 14,2025 at St.Regis
Church.

Lowville — Walter J. West, 63;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb.21,
2025 at St. Peter’s Church; burial
in Old Glendale Cemetery.

Massena - Frederick A. Toomey,
Sr., 86; Memorial Mass Feb. 14,
2025 at Sacred Heart Church.

Mooers Forks — Shirley Ann

Warm up with a

subscription to the Name
North Country Catholic
and find out what is Address
happening with the City State_ Zip
Diocese of Ogdensburg. . —
Parish

(Miller) Trombley, 88; Services to
be held in the spring.

Morrisonville - Daniel Bisson-
ette, 61; Mass of Christian Burial in
spring at St. Alexander’s Church.

0gdensburg — Ruth Ann (Rapin)
Lowery, 66; Mass of Christian Buri-
alin spring at St. Mary’s Cathedral;
burial in Notre Dame Cemetery.

0gdensburg — Dennis“Larry”
Tynon Jr., 83; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 11,2025 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in Notre
Dame Cemetery.

Peru — Patricia Jean Henry, 67;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 15,
2025 at St. Augustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh — Joan M. (Wod-
jenski) Jarvis, 92; Mass of Christian
Burial May 12,2025 at St.John's
Church; burial in Divine Mercy
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Dorrine (LaBelle)
Provost, 88; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 18,2025 at St. Peter’s
Church.

Potsdam — Marie Sellers Bullard,
96; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
18,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Rouses Point — David W.
Bernard, 60; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 20,2025 at St. Patrick's
Church.

Schroon Lake — Robert“Bob”

L. Smith, 82; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 11,2025 at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church.

Tupper Lake — Shirley M. (Peets)
Dechene, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 17,2025 at St. Alphon-
sus Church; burial in St. Alphonsus
Cemetery.

Tupper Lake - Robert L.Woods,
97; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
12,2025 at St. Alphonsus Church;
burial in Holy Name Cemetery.

Watertown — Esther M. (Cam-
pany) Branche, 99; Graveside
Services at Brookside Cemetery.

Watertown — Marie Abigail “Ab-
bie” (Sparacino) Brown, 74; Mass
of Christian Burial Feb. 14,2025 at
Holy Family Church.

Watertown — Ruth E.Seaman,
77; Funeral Services Feb. 10,2025
at Reed & Benoit Funeral Home;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Alan Shepard, 60;
Funeral Services Feb. 15,2025 at
D.L.Calarco Funeral Home, Inc.

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.
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Women’s discernment luncheon planned

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

“It’s a beginning,” said Sister
Mary Eamon Lyng, a Sister of
St. Joseph and diocesan Voca-
tions coordinator. “We’ll see
where it takes us.”

On March 22, a women’s dis-
cernment event, themed “Let
Go, Let God, will be held at St.
Mary’s Church, Canton. The
event is a joint project of the
Vocations Office and Campus
Ministry.

“It’s not necessarily about
moving toward looking at
consecrated life,” said Sister
Eamon. “Come to have a rela-
tionship with God, with Jesus,
and get in touch with him as
to his call to holiness and mis-
sion.”

The event is intended for
women in the 18 to 30 age
range.

It will begin with a Holy Hour
at 11 a.m. Bishop Terry R. La-
Valley plans to talk with those
attending about the call to ho-
liness and mission.

“It’'s a way of life,” Sister Ea-
mon said. “No matter what
vocation, if you’re already in
a relationship and going that
direction or if you're single,
it’s asking what God wants of
me. It’s not what I want to do
for him, it’s what does he want
from me, where is he lead-
ing me or guiding me. We're
talking about being open to
the Holy Spirit.”

That portion of the event -
the Holy Hour and bishop’s
presentation - will also in-
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clude participants in a men’s
discernment group.

“The women’s discernment
group and the men’s discern-
ment group will each have
their own lunch and programs
after,” Sister Eamon said.

The women will then hear
brief presentations about dis-
cernment and vocations, and
there will be small-group dis-
cussion.

“There will be questions to
guide the small-group dis-
cussions,” Sister Eamon said.
“Then we’ll gather the small
groups for a full-group of
sharing.”

In addition to being provid-
ed prayer cards and discern-
ment resources,

and share ways of growing in
holiness through the practice
of our faith.”

The Vocations Office hopes
to work more closely with the
Campus Ministers in the dio-
cese, Sister Eamon said.

“We’ve been working togeth-
er to figure out the details of
the day,” she said. “They have
been wonderful!”

Sister Eamon said organizers
are open to making the group
a more regular fixture in the
diocese.

“Hopefully someone will say
they want to go another step,”
she said. “If it goes anywhere,
we can follow up.”

To register for the women’s

ed the one-on-one time
I had as a physical ther-
apist. As an administra-
tor, I had to get up and
go out for those one-
on-one interactions.”

Eventually, though,
she grew to appreciate
the role.

“I was going back on
memory lane the other
day,” said Sister Camil-
lus. “I honestly think
one of the many, many
blessings I've received
is that I've always en-
joyed everything I did. I
loved physical therapy,
liked administration.
Now, I'm the coordi-
nator of the convent.
There are only two of
us at this point, but God

let me enjoy everything
I did. I hope the people
I worked with enjoyed

me doing it.”
A New York City na-
tive, Sister Camillus

said she joined the
Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas as a late voca-
tion. She was 35.

“Only a few communi-
ties took someone that
was 35,” she said. “I ap-
plied to two, one being
the Sisters of Mercy.
They sent me a person-
al, welcoming letter and
invited me up for a vis-
it.”

Sister Camillus said
she met with the com-
munity’s formation di-
rector and knew she
had found where God

was leading her.

“I remember sitting
on the porch of their
convent and talking
to her,” Sister Camil-
lus said. “She was so
motherly and welcom-
ing. When I walked in
the door, it was home.
A couple weeks later,
I got a letter from the
other community I had
applied for. It was a
form letter. The differ-
ence was striking.”

A lot has changed
over the years in the
community, Sister Ca-
millus noted.

“We have different
meetings,” she said.
“When something
comes up, it’s put to
the group, and the

It used to be more top
down directives. It's
more communal now.”

Through her time in
community and work-
ing in long term care,
Sister Camillus said
God has blessed her
with many “wonderful
people.”

“I never met anyone I
didn’t like, and nobody
ever caused concerns,”
she said. “I've been
blessed with the people
I associated with along
the way - all of them.”

While in the com-
munity, she became
friends with legendary
singer Kate Smith.

“She used to call me
‘sis,”” Sister Camillus
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group makes decisions. said. “She’d say, ‘ok,

sis!” She was very down
to earth. She’d come
have dinner with us.”

While Uihlein Mercy
Center was under con-
struction, the sisters
lived in a small house
near the grounds.

“It was Christmas eve,
and we were going to
have Mass in this tiny
chapel,” she said. “Kate
Smith came. We sang
some hymns. For years,
we used to talk about
the time we sang with
Kate Smith.”

In celebration of her
birthday, a party was
planned.

“I thought maybe
I'd just sneak through
the birthday, but that

didn’t happen,” she
said. “At first, I kept
saying, ‘oh my gosh!

Let’s keep it low.” But
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then, I thought it’'s a
nice thing to be able to
have a happy occasion.
Why should I crush it?
If people want to come
and have a good time,
why not?

“I'll probably have a
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good time, too0.”




