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LUNCH TIME DISCUSSION

Join us for a lunchtime discus-
sion of the encyclical letter by
Pope Benedict XVI“Spe Salvi:On
Christian Hope.”

Date: Feb.12,19 and 26

Time: Noon to 1p.m.

Place: Online via Microsoft
Teams

Features: The document is
relatively short (about 30 pages)
and can be downloaded from the
Vatican's website. Please join us
for this opportunity learn about
Christian Hope in this Jubilee Year
as Pilgrims of Hope.

Contact: If you would like to
participate, please register at
www.rcdony.org/brownbag The
link for the virtual meetings will
be sent to you on Feb. 10.For
more information, contact Marika
Donders at mdonders@rcdony.
org.

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next
Friendship Group Meeting, How
to Experience Life-Changing
Conversations.

Date: Feb.27

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: Sacred conversa-
tions are rare but accessible to all
of us all the time. Dr. Christopher
Reed provides a divinely inspired,
scientifically tested, step-by-step
process for guiding interactions
between “seekers”and “helpers.”
We are all seekers, and we can all
become helpers. At this meeting,
Father Craig MacMahon, OMV
will continue to break open the
book for us and lead discussion
on chapters 4 and 5 of “Sacred
Conversations, providing tips on
ways to enjoy these conversa-
tions.

Contact: The book “Sacred
Conversations” may be ordered
at sophiainstitute.com. Enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to
receive 25% off.To sign-up for
the Friendship Group, receive the
meeting link and discussion ques-
tions, go to https://mailchi.mp/
sophiainstitute/friendship-groups

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Questions? Contact Mary Beth
Bracy at mbracy@sophiainstitute.
com.

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP
Saranac Lake - Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks will host a Technolo-
gy Assistance Workshop.

Date: Feb.5

Time: 11:30 a.m.to 2:30 p.m.

Place: BOCES Adirondack
Educational Center

Features: Mike Magurk, Mercy
(are’s Project and Technology
Manager, will lead a presentation
and discussion on Internet Safety.
This workshop will focus on how
to identify fraudulent emails and
text messages, scams aimed at
technology users, and password
hygiene.There will also be an
opportunity for one-on-one assis-
tance.The Technology Workshop
is free of charge but registration is
required.

Contact: To register, or for
more information, please contact
Lexi Bevilacqua, Director of
Programs and Mission Integration
at abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or
at 518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

BREAKFAST

Altona — Holy Angels and St.Ann’s
to have breakfast prepared by the
Mooers K of C.

Date: Feb.9

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $12; Children
5-12,%7;under 5, Free

Menu: Eggs, Egg Cups,
Sausage, Bacon, Pancakes, French
Toast, Cinnamon Rolls, Home Fries,
(offee, Tea and Juice.

BREAKFAST
Peru - St.Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus will serve a“Pancakes
Plus” Breakfast.

Date: Feb.9

Time: 8:30 a.m.to noon

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5
to 11, 95; unders, Free; Take-outs,
$10

Menu: Pancakes, Waffles,
French Toast, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Bacon, home fries, Real
Maple Syrup, Strawberry Sauce,
Coffee, Orange Juice, and Milk.

HOT DINNERS
Malone — St. André Bessette
Parish to offer free community
hot dinners.

Date: Every Wednesday

Time: 4 p.m.to 5

Place: St. André Outreach
Center

Features: Food is prepared by
the BOCES Culinary Arts Students.
Eatin only.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: Feb.2
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.
Date: Feb.8, March 8
Time:4p.m.to7
Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free
Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the Car-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: Feb.9

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St.James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $7;
Children under 10, $4; Family of
4,827

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

ST.LAWRENCE

TRIVIA NIGHT
Canton — St.Mary’s Churchis
hosting a Winter Trivia Night.
Date: Feb.8
Time: Door open at 5:30 p.m.
and trivia starts at 6 p.m.
Cost: $20 per person includes
2 beverages (beer, wine, soda), 2
slices of pizza, popcorn,and an
opportunity to win door prizes.
Features: Ages 21+.Teams
of 4-6 players (single players
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welcome and will be placed with
ateam). Free childcare will be
available.

Contact: Visit cantoncatholics.
com/trivia or call the parish office
at (315)386-2543 to register your
team!

ST.JAMES GALA
Gouverneur — Save the date for St.
James Gala Denim and Diamonds.
Date: Feb.8
Time: Starts at 5:45 p.m.
Place: St. James School
Features: Blue jeans and bling,
something for everyone.
Contact: For more information
visit the school’s website for Gala
Registration
https://stjamesk-6.0rg/ or email
Bridgette LaPierre at advance-
ment@stjamesk-6.org

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Feb.9 (Second Sunday of
each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

YOUTH ROSARY DAY
Morristown - Youth in grades
three through 12 are invited to
learn more about the Rosary:
Praying with Jesus and Mary.

Date: Feb.21

Time: 9:30a.m.to 3 p.m.; 2:10
p.m. Mass at St.John's Church —
Families welcome

Place: Our Lady of Grace Parish
Center

Features: Youth day to learn
more about the Rosary includ-
ing mystery, what it means to
meditate, how prayer transforms
us and the joyful, luminous,
sorrowful and glorious mysteries.
Youth will make their own Rosary,
pray the Rosary together and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Editor: Pope ‘gave absolute freedom’

By Victoria Cardiel
Catholic News Agency

“Hope is the mainstay that
undergirds Pope Francis’ en-
tire life and is the thread that
holds together this long narra-
tive, even in the pages in which
he recounts true horrors,”
commented Carlo Musso, the
Italian editor of Pope Francis’
autobiographical work “Hope,”
getting right to the point re-
garding the theological virtue
so fundamental to the life of
the pontiff.

The volume was to be pub-
lished after the Holy Father’s
death, but at the last moment
he changed his mind, Musso
told ACI Prensa, CNA’s Span-
ish-language news partner, in
an interview: “His idea was to
publish a posthumous book,
but then the 2025 Jubilee of
Hope came along and became
a propitious occasion to bring
it to light,” he explained.

In the volume, which was
released Jan. 14, the Holy Fa-
ther makes clear the great
difference between optimism
- something more fleeting,
which may be here today and
gone tomorrow - and hope,
which he understands as an ac-
tive force.

The book is the fruit of a six-
year process - until very re-

cently secret - to put the Holy
Father’s memoirs into writing.
“In the autobiography, the
reader will obviously be able to
get a look into his personal life,
his priestly life, and the entire
pontificate. But it’s clear that
hope has been the glue that
holds them together, because
even in difficulties, in trage-
dy, Pope Francis always sends
a concrete and invincible mes-
sage of hope,” the editor said.

“Hope” compiles conversa-
tions, messages, and texts that
the Holy Father provided him.
“I then wrote a first draft and
then we went over it together
for accuracy,” Musso related,
making it clear that the pope
didn’t steer clear of any top-
ic: “He gave absolute freedom,
without red lines.”

“This journey began in 2019
and comes to an end at the
beginning of December 2024,
when the pope created 21
new cardinals who once again
demonstrated his vision of
a universal Church,” he ex-
plained.

The Italian editor - who has
come to know Pope Francis
in all his human dimension -
pointed out that he is “a man
born in 1936 who only looks
back in order to project his
gaze even farther ahead.”

Over the course of 400 pag-

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

celebrate Mass.

Contact: Please register by
Feb.14 using the registration
form found at https://www.

rcdony.org/parishevent scheduling needs of the partici- Howard Venette for the following  The program provides a way for
pants.The facilitator will contact ~ gatherings. volunteers age 55 and over to stay
LICCERHEYENTS participants to set the dates and Place: St.Mary’s Church, active by serving children and
SURVIVING DIVORCE times of the meetings. Canton youth in their communities. They

Canton — If you or someone you
know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,

Features: The sessions will
begin the last week in January
0r as soon as we receive registra-
tions from sufficient participants.
Days and times will vary by the

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-

Contact: Registration required,

please consider joining us forthe ~ 393-2920. provided.
Surviving Divorce Program.We
are now accepting registrations PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT

for sessions held at the Canton
location.
Cost: $25

Discernment is a call, listen with
others. It is a journey of faith,
traveling with companions. Are

you a single Catholic man, of
high school age or older, who

is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father

Dates: March 22, May 3
Time: 10a.m.to 1 p.m.
Features: Lunch will be

please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information contact: Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@

es, the pontiff narrates in first
person the twists and turns of
his life that have marked his
88 years, from his childhood
in Argentina in the midst of a
family of Italian immigrants to
becoming the successor of St.
Peter.

It all begins with a terrify-
ing episode: the sinking of the
transatlantic ship Principessa
Mafalda, known as the “Ital-
ian Titanic.” His grandparents,
along with his father, Mario,
had bought tickets to travel
on the ship that set sail from
Genoa on Oct. 11, 1927, bound
for Buenos Aires.

However, they ultimately
didn’t board the vessel because
they were unable to sell their
belongings in time. “That’s
why I am here now; you can’t
imagine how many times I have
thanked divine providence for
it,” the pontiff recounts in the
book.

For Musso, this episode influ-
enced the pope’s “sensitivity”
on this subject, as did many
others that have marked his
magisterium, such as the cru-
elty of war or his inclination to
open up paths to interreligious
dialogue. “His personal experi-
ence of fraternity is clearly ev-
ident when he says that it was
common for him to interact
with Muslims and Jews,” Mus-

rcdony.org
FOSTER GRANDPARENT

encouragement, individual

Foster Grandparents are role
models, mentors and friends to
children with exceptional needs.

are placed in a classroom serving
with a child or children who are
in need of emotional support,
development of basic learning
skills, friendship, companionship,

attention and unhurried help.The
program currently has 40 volun-
teers and serves more than 100

so noted.

In the last chapter, Pope
Francis imagines the future of
the Church, which “will contin-
ue forward, because I am but a
step.”

“I dream of a papacy that
is increasingly more service
and communally oriented,” he
wrote.

The Holy Father predicts,
among other things, that the
Catholic Church “will become
increasingly universal and its
future, and strength will also
come from Latin America,
Asia, India, Africa, and this can
already be seen in the wealth
of vocations.”

He also proposes that the
Church and Catholics grow “in
creativity, in understanding
the challenges of contempo-
rary times, openness to dia-
logue, and not being closed off
by fear.”

For all this, Musso assured
that the memory of Pope Fran-
cis is, in reality, “an ongoing
present moment, so it’s not
just a narration of the past.”

“Hope is his legacy for hu-
manity,” he said.

This story was first published
by ACI Prensa, CNA’s
Spanish-language news
partner. It has been translated
and adapted by CNA.

kids per year.To volunteer in this
program, you can live in one of
the following counties. Franklin,
Essex County, Clinton County, St.
Lawrence County or Jefferson
County

Contact: Melissa Howard,
Volunteer Coordinator at (518)
359-7688 or E-mail: mhoward@
cathcharities.org
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Here’s a little quiz.
What do the products
Balance of Nature, Re-
lief Factor, Prevagen,
My Pillow and every
other  product
advertised on
tv have in com-
mon?

Yes, they want
you to buy a
product, in fact,
buy into a prod-
uct. But, before
we buy, the pro-
ducers of those
ads know that
they must create
in our heads this
message: “You need
what we are offering.”
We see these ads, and,
on occasion, we think:
maybe I need to try that.
I know, for myself, that
every time I can’t think
of someone’s name, I
think, maybe I should
buy some Prevagen.

Let’s add to the list of
what we need: God or
his Son Jesus or their
Holy Spirit to that list
of our needs?

In today’s readings we
are presented with two
individuals: Isaiah and
Peter. Both experience
God. Both realize their
need for God. Both have
the same reaction to
God: T can’t be in your
presence because I am
a sinful man. Both Peter
and Isaiah have the ex-
act same reaction when
faced with the divine.

Their reaction was
not “glad to see you” or
“could you hold while
I take this other call.”
It was simply: “I am an
unclean man” or “De-
part from me, Lord, for
I am a sinful man.”

What an extraordi-
nary reaction!

The presence of the
divine immediately

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

What do we need?

forced them to recog-
nize their sinfulness,
their unworthiness, and
their need for God. Yes,
their actual need for
God, dare I say
thirst for God.
Where do we
fit into this pic-
ture? We have a
very hard time
with sin, not that
we don’t commit

sins, but that
we don’t like
admitting that

we commit sins.
You know the
excuses. It was
just a white lie. T did
it because of what he
did to me. I don’t go to
church because I don’t
get anything from it, or
I'm too busy. Well, he
hit me first. I was drink-
ing, and I didn’t realize
what I was doing.
All those statements
are excuses. We commit
a bad act, but we can-

/‘\
&

Catholic Schools

ot

February 9

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Isaiah 6:102a, 3-8
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 1 Corin-
thians 15:3-8, 11
Luke 5:1-11

not admit that we did
it. So, we change the na-
ture of the act to make
it ok.

Sin is insidious be-
cause it makes certain
things look enjoyable,
because we go beyond
reason to justify doing
the act, and because
it makes our judge-
ment superior to God’s
judgement.

Remember Satan? His
fundamental sin was a
refusal recognize God’s
authority, his great-
ness, his power. So to
speak, he made his own
religion with his own
rules.

19 Celebrating Cothslic Schesls ([Jeck
Called Ty be Saints

; !
ome Follow Me”

And so, Peter and Isa-
iah, when they come
face to face with God,
the all-good, they rec-
ognize without hesita-
tion their sinfulness.
Why? Well, when we
compare ourselves to
other people, we are al-
ways going to come out
the winner.

If we are honest, when
we compare ourselves
to God, we are losers
who can be forgiven
only when, as did Peter
and Isaiah, we acknowl-
edge that sinfulness
and seek forgiveness.

In our relationship
with God, recognizing
and embracing our true
need for God is the first
step. If we don’t take
that first step, then the
rest makes no sense.

When the printed
word looks blurry, we
should recognize our
need for glasses or a

FEBRUARY 5, 2025

new prescription; when
it seems that every-
one mumbles, maybe
there’s a need for a
hearing aid. When we
are faced with the im-
possible, maybe then
we will realize that with
God all things are pos-
sible.

When Peter and Isaiah
admitted to God their
sin, when they admit-
ted that God needed to
be in their lives, then
God made them realize
that sin was not a per-
manent condition, that
sin could be forgiven,
and that God wanted to
be with them. The same
applies to us.

May we recognize our
weaknesses, our needs,
and then look to God.
We pray that we may
recognize God’s mer-
cy so that we, too, can
always be members of
God’s holy family.

Celebratet}e ear of Fait
' PILGRIMAGE

Venice ¢ Florence ¢ Assisi * Rome
Only $4599 from Montreal

(Air/land price is $3949 plus $650
government taxes/airline surcharges)
The Opportunity to pass through the Holy
Doors of the Basilica of St. Peter in
Vatican City & the other 3 Major Basilicas

For a brochure and more information contact:

Fr.

or mail: P.O. Box 637
Norfolk, NY 13667

e-mail: fraamyot2@gmail.com
Space is limited! Call today!

Visiting:

Andrew Amyot at
(315) 384-6028
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296

info@rcdony.org

Lunar New Year
blessings

The great “ChunYun army,” the endless crowd
of people who travel across China to celebrate the
Chinese New Year with their loved ones, marks one
of the most significant moments of the year. Inter-
nal migrants who work in large cities return to their
places of origin for the holiday, which this year fell
on January 29.

For Chinese Catholic communities, the Lunar New
Year is an opportunity to develop pastoral initia-
tives focused on friendship and sharing with every-
one. In the diocese of Shanghai, more than 60 par-
ishes have received a blessing from Bishop Joseph
Shen Bin along with a printed symbol of blessing
that they can hang on the doors of their homes and
which have been given to all the faithful by their
priests during Mass.

During the homily of the Mass celebrated on Jan-
uary 26 in the cathedral, Bishop Joseph Shen Bin
invited everyone to “renew themselves internally in
the sign of the Jubilee to welcome the New Year
with a completely new perspective” and to “spread
the joyful good news of the Gospel and peace.” As
a concrete sign of charity, the offerings of the Mass
will go to the communities of Tibet affected by the
earthquake.

The local Catholic communities see in the most
important celebration of Chinese culture a privi-
leged occasion also on a pastoral level. In Wuhu,
Anhui province, priests and nuns dedicated them-
selves to caring for 12 elderly and sick people in
the parish during these days with special care, also
organizing visits to hospitals and nursing homes
to bring them the sacraments of the Eucharist, Pen-
ance and Last Rites.

At the same time, priests and nuns have been re-
cipients of good wishes and gratitude. In the dio-
cese of Xi'an, the Seraphic Youth Group shared a
moment of coexistence with priests, nuns and Bish-
op Anthony Dang Mingyan in the cathedral. These
pastoral initiatives, inspired by the Jubilee, and
organized on the occasion of the Lunar New Year,
were also carried out in the parishes of the provinc-
es of Beijing, Wenzhou, Jiangxi and Zhejiang, and in
the diocese of Sanyuan (province of Shaanxi), led by
Bishop Joseph Han Yingjin.

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the

Pontifical Mission Societies.

Please remember the Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg INC.
when writing or changing your will.

OBITUARIES

Adams - Janet Helen Winnett
Nichols, 94; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan. 29,2025 at St. Cecilia’s
Church; burial in St. Cecilia’s
(Cemetery.

Altona — Marion Lynn (Char-
land) Alexander, 58; Mass of
Christian Burial Jan. 28,2025 at
Holy Angels Church.

Chateaugay — Martin Allen
Franklin, 96; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan. 30,2025 at St.Patrick’s
Church; burial in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery.

Clayton — Teresa L. (Favero)
Marshall, 92; Mass of Christian
Burial April 26,2025 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Clayton
Cemetery.

Constableville — Donald J.
Dolan, Sr., 77; Graveside Services
in spring at St. Patrick’s Church.

Dannemora - Laurie Couture,
53; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.4,
2025 at St.Joseph’s Church.

Dannemora - Dale Robert Sr.,
75; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 1,
2025 at St.Joseph's Church.

Elizabethtown - Joann
Elizabeth Pecor, 81; Mass of
Christian Burial Jan.31,2025 at
St.Elizabeth's Church.

Ellenburg - Virginia Brown Mc-
Cauley, 82; Mass of Christian Buri-
al Jan. 28,2025 at St.Edmund’s
Church; burial in Immaculate
Heart Cemetery, Churubusco.

Massena - Laura E.Barry, 85;
Graveside Services at a later date
in Calvary Cemetery.

Massena — Francis Edmund
Byington, 89; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan. 30,2025 at Sacred
Heart Church; burial in Louisville
Community Cemetery.

Mooers — Henry J. Garceau, 78;

Funeral Services Feb. 1,2025 at
the Hamilton Funeral Home.

Mooers Forks — Frank Ashline,
89; Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Ann’s Church.

Plattsburgh — Geoffrey M.
Spear, 63; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb.1,2025 at St. Peter's Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Port Henry — Thomas J. Scozza-
fava, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
in spring at St. Patrick’s Church.

Redford — Theresa A. (Lafoun-
tain) Bodah, 71; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan. 28, 2025 at Church of
the Assumption.

Redford — Edward C. Chartier,
Sr.,91; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.31,2025 at Church of the
Assumption; burial in Church of
the Assumption Cemetery.

Rouses Point — Eve Marie Cole,
49; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.6,
2025 at St.Patrick’s Church.

Rouses Point — Helen (LaBom-

bard) Sample, 79; Mass of
Christian Burial in spring at St.
Patrick’s Church.

Saranac Lake - Stephen J.
Duprey, 79; Mass of Christian
Burial in spring.

St. Regis Falls — Mary (Blow)
LeMieux, 83; Mass of Christian
Burial in spring at St.Ann's
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Ticonderoga — Leslie Ann
(Hall) Tubbs, 76; Funeral Services
Jan.31,2025 at Wilcox & Regan
Funeral Home.

Tupper Lake — Shirley Ann
(Duffy) Dechene, 88; Mass of
Christian Burial Jan.27,2025 at
St. Alphonsus Church.

Watertown - Sol Cea-Perez,
84: Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
8,2025 at Holy Family Church;
burial in Brookside Cemetery.

Watertown - John Rae, 92;
Funeral Services Feb. 3,2025 at
Cummings Funeral Service, Inc.;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

e,
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Z'M ONASTERY CARD SHOP @g
Cards for All Occasions

Mass ‘Enrollments for your living ¢ deceased loved ones.

Precious Blood Monastery
OPEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM
400 PRATT ST.,, WATERTOWN
315-788-1669

www.sisterspreciousblood.org

il oy

REVOLUTION % BUICK Y ponTiac <ot
“Family owned dealership serwng the
North Country for over 56 years!”

For more |nf0rmat|0n visit our Website
at: www. barstowmotors com

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY < (315) 265-8800
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NY shrine now a national pilgrimage site

On Jan. 27, the Unit-
ed States Conference
of Catholic Bishops an-
nounced that Our Lady of
Martyrs Shrine in Auries-
ville, New York, has been
designated a national
shrine for pilgrims.

The shrine was in-

formed of its new official
status by Father Dustin
P. Dought, executive di-
rector of Secretariat of
Divine Worship for the
U.S. Bishops, in a letter
to Bishop Edward Schar-
benberger of Albany,
who, in a personal capac-

much as you.

go for a walk or just
stop by to catch up.

518-359-7688

PO Box 701

Now is the
perfect time
to volunteer.

With everything that has happened in our community
this year, it is more important than ever for volunteers
to stand up and support their friends and neighbors.
When joining RSVP, not only are you helping your
community, but you're joining a family who cares as

pick up prescriptions
or to the store.

Hamilton and Franklin County:

The RSVP Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps
Seniors, a federally funded agency responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.

Upcoming opportunities
There are so many ways you can help your community out that you might
not even know about!Here are some examples of what you can do!

amentor to those in
need.

organzing, cooking,
or anything else.

ity, is chairman of the
board of Friends of Our
Lady of Martyrs, which
runs the shrine.

In August 2024, the

board of the Friends of
Our Lady of Martyrs had
formally requested that
the sanctuary be des-

= B @ ®)
@5& 0—O & HH
Bea Give a Help at Give a Meals On
Friend Ride School Meal Wheels
Check on friends, Drive your Volunteer at local Support the Donate your time
share a meal, help neighbors to their elementary schools, local food pantry to your local Meals
around the house, appointments, to tutor students, or be by shopping, on Wheels program

and prepare or
deliver meals.

Not only do you get the benefit of feeling amazing after helping someone, RSVP will help pay some
of your mileage (.56 cents/mile) and honor your efforts at a yearly recognition event.

Opportunities available in Franklin and Hamilton County
Want more info about how to get started?

Clinton and Essex County:

Melissa Howard

mhoward@cathcharities.org
80 Park Street, Suite 2

Tupper Lake, NY 12986

( ) Diocese of Ogdensburg

Kate Gardner
518-566-0944
kgardner@cathcharities.org
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ignated as a National
Shrine.

Traditionally  known
as the National Shrine of
the North American Mar-
tyrs, the National Shrine
of Our Lady of Martyrs is
located a short distance
from the Empire State’s
capital region and about
three hours by car from
Manhattan, Boston and
Buffalo.It encompasses
the former Ossernen-
on village, where Jesu-
it priests Saints Isaac
Jogues, René Goupil and
Jean de Lalande were
martyred in the 1640s.
It is also where convert
St. Kateri Tekakwitha,
known as “The Lily of
the Mohawks,” was born
in 1656.

Opened in 1885, the
shrine has been admin-
istered for most of its
history by a succession
of Jesuit provinces in

FINDING THE ONE
Dewitt, Syracuse — Spring Work-
shop to be help about rebuilding
the bridge and welcoming people
back home to the church.

Date: March 22

Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: Holy Cross Church

Cost: Free, but you must regis-
ter to attend

Features: It's no secret, the
fastest growing population in our
Church, sadly, are those who have
left the Church.These may include
our grown children, a spouse, a
parent, another relative or a close
friend. Let’s turn our sadness into
HOPE by taking a deep dive into
understanding that God works
through everyone —including
YOU — to act as His hand, open
and outstretched, to meet people
where they are, ready to listen
to their story, joyfully prepared
for an encounter with our sisters
and brothers who have left, to
welcome them home. In addition
to the variety of speakers for
this event, we are honored to
have Bishop Douglas Lucia as our

the northeastern United
States, and was formal-
ly owned by a non-prof-
it corporation named
Shrine of Our Lady of
Martyrs, Inc.

In 2017, that founda-
tion transferred the own-
ership of the Shrine to
Friends of Our Lady of
Martyrs, a nonprofit cor-
poration composed of
lay people, diocesan cler-
gy and other supporters
of the shrine, and chaired
in a personal capacity by
Bishop Scharfenberger.

“We are delighted
that the bishops have
confirmed what the
faithful have long in-
stinctually known: The
National Shrine of Our
Lady of Martyrs is our
home for the cultivation
of holiness here in the
U.S., Canada and Mex-
ico,” Bishop Scharfen-
berger said.

EVENTS IN NEIGHBORING DIOCESES

keynote speaker.

Contact: To register go to
https://events.syracusediocese.
org/view/6896/finding-the-one-
formation-for-ministry-spring-
workshop For more information
contact Deacon Jeff Dixe: jdixe@
syrdio.org

IGNITE 2025
Syracuse —Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence to be held

Date: March 29

Features: We are excited
to announce that the IGNITE
(atholic Men's Conference is back
with a great lineup of speakers:
Bear Woznick, Father Chase
Hilgenbrinck and Ben Steele.
Bishop Lucia will start the day
with Mass. IGNITE will return to
Bishop Ludden Junior/Senior
High School this year.Register
early to save $20.Please go to the
event website for the bios of the
speakers, schedule for the day and
to register.

Contact: Register at www.
ignitecatholicmen.org



