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VIRTUAL EVENTS

LENTEN PODCAST

Join Father Chris Looby for a spe-
cial Lenten podcast series titled
From Sorrow to Hope.

Date: The series will begin on
March 10 and conclude on March
14.

Features: This five-part series
will focus on the Sorrowful Mys-
teries of the Rosary and reflect on
how Christ’s Passion leads us to
the ultimate hope of the Resur-
rection. Each episode will include
scripture, prayer and reflections
to guide listeners in deepening
their faith. New episodes will be
available daily on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, and Amazon Music/Pod-
casts. Join Father Chris as we walk
the Lenten journey together from
the sorrow of the cross to the joy
of new life in Christ.

Contact: For more info visit
https://sites.google.com/view/
from-sorrow-to-hope

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next
Friendship Group Meeting, How
to Experience Life-Changing
Conversations.

Date: March 27

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: In our final discus-
sion on“Sacred Conversations,”
Father Craig MacMahon, OMV will
guide us through chapter six to
the end, and break open”“how-to”
tools for application, including
the “Rules of the Road,” and
conversation starters to help you
use these to improve your life and
help people in need.

Contact: The book “Sacred
Conversations” may be ordered
at sophiainstitute.com. Enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to
receive 25% off.To sign-up for
the Friendship Group, receive the
meeting link and discussion ques-
tions, go to https://mailchi.mp/
sophiainstitute/friendship-groups
Questions? Contact Mary Beth
Bracy at mbracy@sophiainstitute.
com

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese’”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

SPIRITUAL CARE COMPANION
TRAINING

Lake Placid — Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is holding training
for its new Spiritual Care Compan-
ion Volunteer Program.

Date: March 19

Time: 9a.m.to3 p.m.

Features: Mercy Care is
launching its new Spiritual Care
Companion Volunteer Program, in
collaboration with Jane Strat-
ton, parish nurse educator, and
Christine Voce, St.Agnes Church
outreach coordinator. A Spiritual
Care Companion will receive
training to accompany an elder
on their spiritual journey through
loss, grief, spiritual or physical
distress, transitions in living
circumstances, joys or blessings in
their life.

Cost: There is no cost, but regis-
tration is required.

Contact: To register, visit
https://www.adkmercy.org/
event/spiritual-volunteer-train-
ing-march19/ or contact Lexi
Bevilacqua, Mercy Care’s Program
and Mission Integration Director,
at abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or
call Lexi for more information at
518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

FISH FRY
Plattsburgh — Holy Cross to have

Fish Fry’s during Lent.

Date: Starting March 7

Time: 4:30 p.m. t0 6:30

Place: Holy Cross Parish Center

Cost: $15 dine in

Menu: Haddock, fries, mac &
cheese, coleslaw, roll with butter,
beverage & dessert.

Contact: For more information
call the parish office at 518-563-
0730

LENTEN FISH FRIES
AuSable Forks — Come join the Au
Sable Forks Knights for fried fish.
Date: March 21 and April 4
Time: 4:30 p.m.to 6:30
Place: Holy Name Parish
Center
Cost: Adults, $15, Children
under 12,510
Features: Take-outs Available.

ULTREYA
Plattsburgh — All Cursillistas and
guests are invited to the next
Ultreya.

Date: March 14

Time: 5:45 p.m. (come early at
5 p.m. for the Fish Fry dinner, $15
per person for dinner).

Place: Holy Cross Parish Center

Features: Deacon Ken Lucia
will MC, Ken Racette will give
the witness talk and Father
Alan Schnob will to the spiritual
talk. Any Cursillista and anyone
interested in learning more about

Cursillo in the North Country are
welcome to join us.

Contact: RSVP always appreci-
ated by emailing Marika Donders
at mdonders@rcdony.org

BREAKFAST
Altona — St.Ann’s and Holy Angels
to have an all you can you eat
breakfast prepared by the Ladies
of St.Ann.

Date: March 16

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $12; Children
5-12,%7;under 5, Free

Menu: Eggs, Egg Cups,
Sausage, Bacon, Pancakes, French
Toast, Cinnamon Rolls, Home Fries,
Coffee, Tea, Juice and 50/50.

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Fort Covington — The parish of
St.Mary’s of the Fort is hosting a
Corned Beef Dinner.

Date: March 16

Time: 11 a.m. until sold out

Place: Fort Covington Adult
Center, 2526 Chateaugay St

Cost: per meal - $15.Take-out
only.

Menu: Corned Beef, Cabbage,
Potatoes, Carrots & Dessert

TAIZE PRAYER
Plattsburgh — Taize prayer service
to be held.

Date: March 27

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Our Lady of Victory
Church

Features: Gather around the

Cross for sraéer this Lent.

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: March 8

Time: 4 p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5, Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678
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CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE

Constableville — St.Mary’s Youth
Group will host a St. Patrick’s Day
corned beef and cabbage dinner.

Date: March 17

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: Parish hall on James
Street, Constableville

Features: Dine in or take out.
Be served a delicious dinner by
members of the youth group as
they raise funds for their activi-
ties, including monthly family fun
nights.

Cost: $12 for adults, $6 for kids
under 10.

Contact: For more information
or to make a donation, call Jean
Lieber at the parish office, 315-
348-6104.

FRANCISCAN RETREAT
Watertown - The St. Joseph of
Cupertino Fraternity will be
hosting a prayerful and spiritual
Franciscan Retreat.

Date: March 23

Time: 2 p.m.

Place: St.Patrick’s Church

Features: Guest Speaker will
be Sr.Pat Larkin, OFS— Regional
Spiritual Assistant at the Kateri
Tekakwitha Region OFS. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Contact: Any questions for
more information, contact Marcia
Rittenhouse: 315-788-7573

PRAYER AND REFLECTION
Clayton - All are invited to
come to St.Mary’s Church for
Exposition, Adoration, Morning
Prayer, and the Rosary. Opportuni-
ty for Confession is also available.

Date: Each Sat. March 8 to
April 12

Time: 10a.m.

Features: In addition to our
own intentions, we will pray for
Seminarian Tyler Fitzgerald who
will be ordained to the Diaconate
this May.

Contact: For more information
contact the parish office at 315-
686-3398.

ST.LAWRENCE

FISH FRY
Gouverneur — Every Friday during
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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TikTok tiny Jesus figures left in Capitol

By Tessa Gervasini
(atholic News Agency

In recent days, congressional
staff working in the U.S. Capi-
tol have reported seeing some-
thing unusual in the normally
staid grand corridors and offic-
es where Congress conducts its
business: Tiny Jesus figurines
are popping up everywhere.

Congressional aides have
shared images of the little stat-
ues on X after spotting them
around the Capitol. One was
found perched on a marble col-
umn in Statuary Hall, another
was seen propped up on a pil-
lar directly outside the doors of
the Speaker of House’s office.

Some are a bit more hidden,
including a diminutive Jesus
placed high on a small ledge
and one tucked next to a frame
on the wall. Another tiny figu-

rine was even discovered inside
a lawmaker’s office in the Can-
non House Office Building.

Whoever is placing the Jesus
figurines around the Capitol ap-
pears to be participating in the
new “mini Jesus figure” TikTok
trend. TikTok is even selling
packs of up to 100 tiny Jesus
statuettes on the app’s store,
TikTok Shop. Many Christian
users are encouraging others
to buy them to place in stores,
hospitals, gas stations, or any
other stops they make through-
out their days.

TikTok users participating in
the trend are posting videos of
themselvesleaving the figurines
in public spaces, often with the
hashtags #jesuslovesyou and
#spreadingthelove. The trend
is meant to serve as a reminder
that “everyone needs a little Je-
sus,” according to some of the

viral videos.

Users can search the phrase
“hiding mini Jesus” on the app
to see dozens of people spread-
ing Jesus by placing the figures
around for strangers to find.

CNA spotted one of the fig-
ures near an entrance to the
Capitol. The Jesus statue
matched the ones posted on-
line with a “Jesus loves you”
message on it.

Erik Rosales, Capitol Hill cor-
respondent for “EWTN News
Nightly,” told CNA he has heard
about “more than two doz-
en baby Jesus on Capitol Hill”
found all around the building.

Rosales told CNA he’s spoken
to a number of tour guides who
told him they have seen quite a
few while giving tours.

“They don’t remove them,
but they let other people know.
Then the architects of the Cap-

itol are the ones that are taking
them,” Rosales said. “They’ve
collected a bunch of them.”

Whoever is placing them
there seems to be determined
to keep the presence of Jesus in
the Capitol.

In a post on X, Politico re-
porter Mia Camille McCarthy
explained that shortly after she
removed a figurine near her of-
fice it was replaced.

“We took the last mini Jesus
left outside our office and it
was REPLACE,” she posted. “If
you're leaving mini Jesus stat-
ues outside our office....please
email me....”

It remains a mystery who is
leaving the mini-Jesus statues,
but one thing seems clear: It’s
a message meant for everyone,
Democrats, Republicans, inde-
pendents, and even members
of the press.

Around the diocese

Lent St.James School will have a
Fish Fry.

Date: Every Friday in Lent.

Time: 4:30 p.m. until gone

Cost: $15, Eat in or take -out

Features: Dinner includes
fried fish, choice of macaroni and
cheese or french fries, cole slaw,
dinner roll, beverage and your
choice of dessert.

Contact: Gouverneur area
delivery available. Call 315-287-
0130

ALPHA
Massena — You are invited to
Alpha.

Date: March 25

Time: 6 p.m.t0 8:30

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Features: Join us for a free
meal and great conversations as
we explore life and faith.

Contact: For more information
contact the Parish office 315-769-
2469 or www.massenacatholics.
com

LENTEN DAY OF MERCY
Canton — St.Mary’s Church will be
hosting a Lenten Day of Mercy.
Date: March 26
Time: 6 a.m.to 10 p.m.

Features: Confessions will be
heard in the Divine Mercy Chapel.

Contact: For more information
email cantonsec@rcdony.org or
(315)386-2543

ACIES
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will present the ACIES ceremony.
Date: March 30
Time: After the 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral
Features: Catholics are invited
to renew their devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. ACIES means
ARMY DRESSED IN BATTLE OF
ARRAY in Latin and demonstrates
the Legion mission to unite with
the Blessed Virgin and stand
against evil. Prayers, music
and hymns will be followed by
refreshments. Anyone who loves
our Blessed Mother is invited to
attend.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

WOMENS DISCERNMENT
(anton - Come and join Bishop
LaValley and the Campus Minis-
ters to learn more about“The Call
to Holiness and Mission”

Date: March 22

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: It is a call to“Let
Go, Let God”fill our lives with
His love, joy, peace as Pilgrims
of Hope in this Jubilee Year. Any
young woman 18-30 years old
are welcome to attend. Holy Hour
and Luncheon after presentation.
Sponsored by the Vocation Office.
Contact: If you are interested
in attending, register at https://
www.rcdony.org/womenslun-
cheon.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man,

of high school age or older, who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
(Canton

Dates: March 22, May 3,

Time: 10a.m.to 1 p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@

rcdony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Watertown— If you or someone
you know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We are
now accepting registrations for
sessions held at the Watertown
location.

Date: Tuesdays starting March
18

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: In school behind St.
Anthony’s Church

Cost: $25

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.org.

ENGAGING FAMILIES
Massena — Spring LEAD event to
be held for Parishioners already
engaged in or who would like to
be trained in how to engage fam-
ilies, how to engage in adult faith
formation and the OCIA process.
Date: April 5
Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.
Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall
Contact: Register at www.

rcdony.org/leadevent. For more
information contact Cathy Russell
at 315-393-2920 or crussell@
rcdony.org

CHRISM MASS
Ogdensburg — All the faithful of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are
invited to join Bishop LaValley in
the annual Renewal of Priestly
Commitment, the Blessing of the
Holy Qils, and the consecration of
the Sacred Chrism for use in all
the churches of our Diocese.

Date: April 10

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral

Features: This ritual symbol-
izes that we are one family in
Christ. Those unable to partici-
pate in person may view the Mass
via livestream at https://www.
rcdony.org/livemass.
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Some things in life are
stranger than fiction.
Even in the scriptures,
especially those of this
Sunday, we read about
hard to explain
events that can
make us wonder
about reality. The
story in the first
reading presents
a simple situa-
tion and a simple
promise at the
beginning of the
passage and at

the end. At both Msgr.Robert
H.Aucoin

ends of the sto-
ry God promises
Abraham a long
line of descendants and
real estate where they
can settle and multiply.
The in-between part can
leave us somewhat stu-

pefied.
Between these two
promises, God directs

Abraham to prepare a
sacrifice laden with pre-
cise details on how to

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Not what we expect

prepare the offering.
The details may leave
us dumbfounded or, at
least, curious or even
puzzled. We lack a clear-

ly defined expla-

nation, but we
know through
faith that God

has his ways, and
his ways are not
our ways. Hope-
fully, in our lives
we have learned
through experi-
ence that God’s
ways are better

than ours.
If the first read-
ing leaves us

scratching our heads for
understanding, the Gos-
pel can cause even more
wonder. We name this
event the Transfigura-
tion because the author
tells us that Jesus’ face
changed in appearance,
his clothing became
dazzling white, and two
men appeared, Moses

Second Sunday of Lent

READINGS
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 9:28b-36

and Elijah. The eeriness
of the first reading pales
in comparison to what
we read in the Gospel.

Are these events real
or are they just the au-
thors’ imaginations run
wild to enliven their sto-
ries? Peter actually at-
tests to the reality in his
letter when he explains
that the disciples never
followed strange myths
and that ultimately the
beauty and reality of this
event became even more
apparent in the resurrec-
tion of Christ from the
dead.

Jesus was transformed,
transfigured, in this

event. However, Peter,
James, and John were
likewise  transformed.

They did not shine or
become dazzling white
like Mr. Clean. The
transfiguration of Je-
sus showed Jesus as he
truly is, someone be-
yond anything one could
imagine. This transfigu-
ration transformed Pe-
ter, James and John in
such a way that they saw
and experienced Jesus
beyond anything they
could imagine.

Almost like a real es-
tate developer, Peter
proposes to build three
tents. Today, we would
use the term “three
shrines.” Peter wishes to
preserve the experience
so that he and others
could relive the experi-
ence. As you can imag-
ine, that’s not going to
happen.

Even though we do
not have the transfig-
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uration experience of
Peter, James, and John,
we do have a similar ex-
perience. Those of us of
a certain vintage (that’s
church talk for “old”)
may remember these
words from a hymn:
Adoro te devote latens
deitas, quae sub his fig-
uris vere latitas, often
sung during Adoration
of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Loosely translat-
ed: “I fervently adore
your divinity hiding in
the external sign but tru-
ly present in this sign.”
Yes, Jesus is present in
the Eucharist, truly pres-
ent, mysteriously pres-
ent.

We might want Christ
to be present according
to our norms. Well, the
only response that we
will receive to this long-
ing is the one found in
the gospel: “This is my
chosen Son. Listen to
him.”

CALLED TO SERVE

The vows are poverty, chastity and obedience

We are in Catholic Sis-
ter’'s Week. March 8 to
14.

Never heard of Catho-
lic Sister’s Week? I drew
a blank too!

Do not confuse this
with the Religious Re-
tirement collection in
December or the World
Day for Consecrated Life
in February. Catholic Sis-
ter’s Week is different.

It is different because
it lasts a week, not a day
or two. It is different be-
cause it focuses our at-
tention on religious sis-
ters. We call them nuns.
Nuns is a derivative of
the Latin and means
women to take solemn
VOWS.

There are nine orders
of nuns in the Ogdens-
burg Diocese. My first
clue that such an obser-
vance existed was in a

note from a friend, Sister
Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ.
In her work in the dioc-
esan Vocations Office,
Sister Eamon discovered
Catholic Sister’s Week,
an official part of Na-
tional Women’s History
Month. That is March, by
the way.

The week “shines a
light on the spirituality,
mission, and community
building of women reli-
gious.”

In previous columns
and homilies, I've talk-
ed about the significant
role religious sisters
played in my life. Domin-
ican Sisters from Ami-
tyville were my teachers

in grade school in the
Brooklyn/Queens Dio-
cese.

I remember my prin-
cipal, Sister John An-
thony, OP, standing out-

side her office on nice
days at the end of our
lunchtime/school  yard
shenanigans. She would
ring the school bell that
summoned all of us uni-
formed boys and girls
back to the class-
rooms. And we
dutifully obeyed.

Several years
later, Sister John
Anthony, OP, be-
came President of
Molloy College in
Rockville Center.
One of the stu-
dents at Molloy
then is my wife,
Kathy.

Sisters influ-
enced life at
home too. Sister Amata
Marie, SSJ/Brentwood,
was my grandmother’s
sister. Aunt Mary would
stop by the house with
another Sister from

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

time to time for a visit.
They were both in the
Josephite habit of the
time, a black robe with a
starched white bib. The
headdress was black. It
covered a starched white
bonnet that puck-
ered the sister’s
cheeks. Some SSJ
still wear those
habits. Most have
adopted more
comfortable and
fashionable garb.

I recall the first
time Sister Amata
came to breakfast
in street clothes.
“Hey,” this seven-
year-old blurted,
“Aunt Mary has
hair.”

It has been my plea-
sure to meet and spend
time with many of the
sisters who serve in our
diocese. They are from

the Sisters of the Cross
of Chavanod, the Sisters
of St. Joseph, the Sisters
of Mercy of the Americas,
the Sisters of Mary Moth-
er of the Church, the
Sisters of Charity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Daughters of the Chari-
ty of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, the Dominican Sis-
ters of Hope, the Sisters
of Charity of St. Louis,
and the Sister Adorers of
the Precious Blood.
Should you cross paths
with a religious sister
this week, offer words of
thanks and encourage-
ment. To each of them
and all their sisters, God
bless you and thank you.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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On mission in ‘Impenetrable’ region

This is part three of
our series covering the
lives of those living in
the slums of Argentina.
This article is written by
Ines San Martin, the vice
president of Marketing
and Communications
in the Pontifical Mission
Societies national office
in New York City. She is
a native of Argentina.

It is often said in
Argentina that even
though God is every-
where, He operates in
Buenos Aires. Yet, this
doesn’t apply to the
Church’s evangelizing
efforts, which reach far
beyond the capital into
Argentina’s northern
region, known as the
Impenetrable. Here, in
the northern provinces
of Chaco, Formosa and
Santiago del Estero, the
Church’s mission ex-
tends to remote areas
where the government,
locals say, hardly oper-
ates.

OBITUARIES

Brasher Falls — Joan Kowalchuk
Moore, 75; Mass of Christian Burial
in spring at St.Patrick’s Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Cadyville — Thomas Joseph Del-
isle, 70; Mass of Christian Burial
March 6,2025 at St.James Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Croghan — Richard Boliver, 83;
Mass of Christian Burial March
6,2025 at St. Stephen’s Church;
burial in St.Stephen’s Cemetery.

Crown Point - Gloria (Ross)
Tubbs, 90; Mass of Christian Burial
March 15,2025 at Sacred Heart
Church.

Keeseville — Anne Marie (Hetz)
Healey, 88; Mass of Christian
Burial March 8,2025 at Church of
the Immaculate Conception.

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

In Monte Quemado,
Santiago del Estero,
Father Juan Lanzotti,
a missionary from Ro-
sario and the diocesan
director of The Pon-
tifical Mission Societ-
ies for the Diocese of
Afatuya, leads a mis-
sion grounded in the
legacy of Bishop Jorge
Gotteau. Known as “the
missionary bishop,”
Gotteau transformed
the landscape of the
Anatuya Diocese, not
only by expanding the
Church’s presence
through the construc-
tion of 15 parishes and
200 chapels but by up-
lifting the local com-
munity with education,
healthcare, and essen-

Lake Placid — Marion (Ruder-
man) Sileo, 87; Mass of Christian
Burial March 6,2025 at St.Agnes
Church.

Lake Placid - Patricia (Lamica)
Preston, 82; March 3,2025 at St.
Agnes Church; burial in St.Agnes
(Cemetery.

Lowville — Delilah M. Mahoney,
86; Graveside services in spring at
Lowville Rural Cemetery.

Madrid - Richard A.Cardoza, 78;
Graveside Services in spring at St.
John the Baptist Cemetery.

Massena — Charlotte Ann
(Kellogg) Chase, 82; Funeral
Services March 3, 2025 at Phillips
Memorial Home; burial in Pine
Grove Cemetery, Norfolk.

tial infrastructure.

His work continues
to inspire priests like
Father Juan, who face
similar challenges in
bringing hope and the
Gospel to a region as
beautiful as it is harsh.

This remote area
lacks infrastructure
and resources, and un-
til Bishop Jorge’s arriv-
al in the 1960s, it also
lacked a strong spiritu-
al foundation.

When he took on the
role of bishop, he knew
he was called to serve
in one of the most im-
poverished and for-
gotten areas of the
country, a place where
extreme temperatures,
scarce drinking water,

Ogdensburg - Donlad J. Brenno,
88; Funeral Services March 4, 2025
at Oswegatchie Mausoleum.

Peru — William Joseph “Bill” For-
necker, 75; Mass of Christian Burial
March 1,2025 at St. Augustine’s
Church; burial in St. Augustine’s
Columbarium.

Plattsburgh — Scott M. Goldfarb,
68; Memorial Mass March 3,2025
at Our Lady of Victory Church;
burial in St.Peter’s Cemetery.

Port Henry — Lucille M.
(Levesque) Trow, 99; Services to
be held at a later date.

Saranac Lake — Donna Jean
(Hilliard) Burman, 81; Funer-

al Services March 4, 2025 at
Fortune-Keough Funeral Home;

and barren landscapes
make life a constant
struggle. Bishop Jorge
did not shy away from
these challenges; in-
stead, he embraced
them as his mission.
His motto, Ad Jesum
per Mariam (“To Jesus
through Mary”), encap-
sulated his dedication
to bring both materi-
al and spiritual aid to
Afatuya.

Berta Cortez, a mis-
sion animator at the
parish in Canal de
Dios, grew up in one of
the seven orphanages
founded by Gotteau.
Raised amidst the chal-
lenges of rural pover-
ty, she recalls his re-
lentless work with the
government to bring
running water and elec-
tricity to the region.
“We owe a lot to the
Church,” she said. “Yes,
me personally, but also
as a community. Had it
not been for Monsignor
Gotteau, we would still

burial in Union Cemetery, Ver-
montville.

Saranac Lake — Agatha“Aggie”
Oehler Sullivan, 89; Mass of
Christian Burial March 8,2025 at
St.Bernard’s Church; burial in St.
John's Cemetery, Lake Clear.

Tupper Lake — Margaret “Peggy”
Ann (Boyea) Callaghan, 82; Mass
of Christian Burial March 6,2025
at St. Alphonsus Church.

Waddington — Dr.David A. Zysik,
67; Memorial Mass March 3,2025
at St.Mary’s Church.

Watertown — Shawn Michael
Baker, 72; Mass of Christian Burial
March 4,2025 at Holy Family
Church.

Watertown - Jodi W. (White)

lack basic things.”

Gotteau not only saw
to the building of these
essential services but
also empowered lay
leaders like Berta to
continue his work, cre-
ating a legacy of resil-
ient faith that persists
today.

Father Juan further
elaborated on the chal-
lenges faced by the
community and the
absence of the govern-
ment: “There is virtual-
ly no presence from the
national government in
this region. The gov-
ernor buys people off
and uses a private he-
licopter, but we have
no medevac services.
During the COVID-19
pandemic, this lack of
resources was a trag-
edy. People know the
governor is corrupt,
but they feel powerless.
And they have so little
that the governor can
often buy them for two
loaves of bread.”

Baytos, 55; Mass of Christian Buri-
al March 1,2025 at Holy Family
Church.

Watertown — Arthur J. Jobson,
67; Funeral Services March 7, 2025
at D.L. Calarco Funeral Home, Inc.

Watertown — Jacqueline
(Dionne) Keating, 74; Mass of
Christian Burial March 6,2025 at
St. Patrick’s Church.

Watertown - Edward C.Thomas,
89; Mass of Christian Burial March
1,2025 at Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart.
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(Above) Mardi Gras was celebrated on March 3 at Inmaculate Conception Church in Brownville. Pictured

at the gathering are, from left, Father Matt Conger, Father Don Robinson, Father Scott Belina and Father
Mickey Demo. (Right) A Mardi Gras celebration was held at St. Andrew’s in Sackets Harbor. Among the at-
tendees were, from lefft, Father Jay Kumar, MSC, Father Scott Belina, Father Donald Robinson and Father
Frank Natale, MSC.

Executive order

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

the IVF industry has
long been that if it
makes gold, it's got to
be good and ethical. Its
unique and much-tout-
ed “self-regulation” has
made it into something
of a laughingstock, so
much so that the indus-
try is often branded by
the epithet, “the wild
west of infertility.”

Strict regulation of
IVF has a strong prec-
edent even in some of
the more progressive
countries in Europe. If
Germany and Italy have
been able to regulate IVF
by passing laws that re-
strict the production of
embryos to a maximum
of three at a time, with
the requirement that all
three be implanted, why
couldn’t the adminis-
tration, at a minimum,
establish similar regu-
lations to limit the col-
lateral damage of IVF in
the US?

In our country, hun-
dreds of thousands of

cryopreserved human
embryos have been
abandoned and con-
demned to perpetual
stasis in liquid nitrogen.
The practical effect of
the Italian and German
laws has been to pre-
clude the production of
supernumerary embry-
os during IVF, and to
eliminate the humani-
tarian tragedy of freez-
ing and storage of the
youngest human beings
by clinics.

For couples facing in-
fertility, the administra-
tion could take the eth-
ically upright approach
of promoting, and as-
suring coverage for, re-
storative reproductive
medicine in place of IVF.
This medical approach
pursues a thorough eval-
uation of the underlying
causes of a couple’s in-
fertility, and provides
tailored therapies so
they can bring new life
into the world through
the marital embrace.
It seeks to address the

causal mechanisms of
infertility such as an
inability to ovulate, low
sperm count, endome-
triosis, blocked fallopi-
an tubes, and/or early
miscarriages during
pregnancy. Among the
better-known examples
of this approach are Na-
Pro Technology, FEMM
and NeoFertility.

The laudable goal of
making it easier for “lov-
ing and longing moth-
ers and fathers to have
children” could also be
promoted through oth-
er creative strategies,
including changing tax
structures to incentivize
stay-at-home spouses,
subsidies for childbirth
expenses, the expan-
sion of healthcare ac-
cess and coverage, ed-
ucational vouchers and
other steps to increase
the likelihood that more
children will be wel-
comed into a family.

Rather than govern-
mental intrusions pro-
moting exploitative

MARCH 12,2025

Help the hungry

Put your faith in action with Bread for the World's Offering of Letters!
+What is it like to be hungry and have no source of food?
+ Are you willing to lend a helping hand to people in need?
+ Do you have time to write letters to address this problem?
The Sisters of St. Joseph Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a
Bread for the Word Offering of Letters on Tuesday, March 18,at 10
a.m.at the Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse in Watertown.
As people of faith, we are called to give our time, talent and treasure
and use our voice to help end hunger. Bread for the World (a faith
based bi-partisan organization) is working to inspire our leaders in
Washington, D.C. to pass legislation that reduces hunger in the U.S.

and around the world.

+ Every year, Bread for the World organizes churches and other
groups to write letters and emails to their members of Congress who
have the power to impact the policies and programs that can end

hunger.

+ By taking part in Bread for the World's 2025 Offering of Letters, you
will help support domestic and internation nutrition programs.
«Your letter matters. Combined with letters from people in our area
and with voices of thousands of people across the country, you are
urging U.S. decision makers to pursue a world without hunger.

technologies like IVF,
Americans are entitled
to upright approaches
that beckon life into so-
ciety through loving acts
of marital intimacy and
nurture and support it
within the sanctuary of
the family.

Rev. Tadeusz Pachol-
czyk, Ph.D. earned his

doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River,
MA, and serves as Senior
Ethicist at The National
Catholic Bioethics Cen-
ter in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org and
www.fathertad.com.



