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Bishops call for donations to CRS 
By Tessa Gervasini tion in January ordered lic Relief Services to and fuel advocacy and "Donations to this 
Catholic News Agency major cuts to foreign "provide disaster relief outreach on behalf of year's collection will 

The U.S. bishops are 
highlighting what they 
describe as the "very 
urgent significance" 
of this year's annual 
Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) collection due 
to the loss earlier this 
year of federal aid for 
refugees and migrants. 

aid and refugee pro- and economic develop- the poor. The bishops be vital to the Catho­
grams. The USCCB pre- ment initiatives among said the collection will lic initiatives to reveal 
viously urged Catholics the developing world's also assist victims of Christ's love to those 
to take action by asking poorest people." war and persecution in need," the statement 
members of Congress In addition, the col- who are fleeing to the concluded. 
to halt the cuts. lection will help the U.S. and will provide le- The collection will be 

"And with similarly pastoral needs of Cath- gal aid to refugees and taken up on the week-
abrupt stop-work or- olics across cultures migrants. end of March 29-30. 

"Each year the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) com­
forts and assists people 
worldwide who suffer 
from war, natural di­
sasters, violent perse­
cution, or extreme pov­
erty," the bishops said 
in a Monday statement. 

"That work is possi­
ble because of contri­
butions to the Catholic 
Relief Services Collec-
tion," they said. 

Bishop Daniel Mueg­
genborg, the chairman 
of the USCCB's Com­
mittee on National Col­
lections, noted that the 
U.S. government earlier 
this year "abruptly sus­
pended funding for its 
refugee resettlement 
program and then ter­
minated cooperative 
agreements for such 
work, impacting thou­
sands of refugees that 
the government has 
placed in charge of the 
USCCB for resettlement 
assistance." 

CRS has been scram­
bling for funding since 
the Trump administra-

ders on foreign human-
itarian relief work, aid 
organizations such as 
Catholic Relief Services 
are unable to sustain 
their work overseas, 
bringing food, lifesav­
ing mediCine, and daily 
necessities to people 
in need," Mueggenborg 
said. 

CRS said in January 
that U.S. foreign aid 
"provides lifesaving as­
sistance in emergencies 
and supports long-term 
development programs 
that help families and 
communities build re­
silience, reducing the 
need for humanitarian 
aid in the future." 

As well, "because of 
the funding suspen­
Sion, the USCCB and its 
local partner organiza­
tions have begun laying 
off dozens of employ­
ees, and this has irrep­
arably damaged the 
USCCB's partnerships 
with local groups and 
its ability to provide 
refugee assistance in 
the future," the bish­
ops said. 

The USCCB said the 
funds from the collec­
tion will help Catho-
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

LENTEN PODCAST 
Join Father Chris Looby for a spe­
cial Lenten podcast series titled 
From Sorrow to Hope. 

Date: The series will begin on 
March 10 and conclude on March 
14. 

Features: This five-part series 
will focus on the Sorrowful Mys­
teries of the Rosary and reflect on 
how Christ's Passion leads us to 
the ultimate hope of the Resur­
rection. Each episode will include 
scripture, prayer, and powerful 

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

Date: March 21 and April 4 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Holy Name Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $15, Children 

under 12, $10 
Features: Take-outs Available. 

TAIZE PRAYER 
Plattsburgh - Taize prayer service 
to be held. 

Date: March 27 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Our Lady of Victory 

Church 

reflections to guide listeners in The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Features: Gather around the 

Cross for prayer this Lent. 
deepening their faith during this Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS sacred season. New episodes will North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
I P d Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

be available daily on App e 0 - e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE 
casts, Spotify, and Amazon Music/ Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. Constableville - St. Mary's Youth 
Podcasts.Join Father Chris as we ~---------.------------i Group will host a St. Patrick's Day 
walk the Lenten journey together or contact Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy corned beef and cabbage dinner. 
from the sorrow of the cross to Care's Program and Mission Inte- Date: March 17 
the joy of new life in Christ. SPIRITUAL CARE COMPANION gration Director, at abevilacqua@ Time: 4 p.m. to 7 

Contact: For more info visit TRAINING adkmercy.org or call Lexi for more Place: Parish hall on James 
https://sites.google.com/view/ Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the information at 518-523-5446. Street, Constableville 
from-sorrow-to-hope Adirondacks is holding training Features: Dine in or take out. 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING 
You are invited to our next 
Friendship Group Meeting, How 
to Experience Life-Changing 
Conversations. 

Date: March 27 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Zoom 
Features: In our final discus­

sion on "Sacred Conversations," 
Father Craig MacMahon, OMV will 
guide us through chapter six to 
the end, and break open "how-to" 
tools for application, including 
the "Rules of the Road," and 
conversation starters to help you 
use these to improve your life and 
help people in need. 

Contact: The book "Sacred 
Conversations" may be ordered 
at sophiainstitute.com. Enter 
Friendship25 at the checkout to 
receive 25% off. To sign-up for 
the Friendship Group, receive the 
meeting link and discussion ques­
tions, go to https://mailchLmp/ 
sophiainstitute/friendship-groups 
Questions? Contact Mary Beth 
Bracy at mbracy@sophiainstitute. 
com 

for its new Spiritual Care Compan- EUCHARTISTIC HO"Y HOUR b f h 
L Be served by mem ers 0 t e 

ion Volunteer Prograrn. Ticonderoga - St. Mary's Church youth group as they raise funds 
Date: March 19 E h .. H I 

will be holding a uc anstlc 0 y for their activities, including 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Hour for Vocations. monthly family fun nights. 
Features: Mercy Care is Date: April 3 Cost: $12 for adults, $6 for kids 

launching its new Spiritual Care T' 5 under 10. Ime: p.m. 
Companion Volunteer Program, in Features: St. Mary's Church Contact: For more information 
collaboration with Jane Strat- has been des'lgnated as a p'll- k d . II J 

or to ma e a onatlOn, ca ean 
ton, parish nurse educator, and grimage location for the Jubilee b h . h ffi 315 
Christine Voce, St. Agnes Church Lie er at t e pans 0 Ice, -

Year of2025.AII are welcome to 348 6104 outreach coordinator. A Mercy - . attend this Holy Hour and visit our 
Care Spiritual Care Companion church as a Pilgrim of Hope. 
Volunteer will receive training 
to accompany an elder on their 
spiritual journey who may be 
experiencing loss, grief, distress, 
transitions in living circumstanc­
es, joys or blessings. The Spiri-
tual Care Companion Volunteer 
serves as a caring presence and 
compassionate listener to issues 
of concern by being fully present 
in mind, heart, and soul to the 
elder's experience of loneliness, 
pain, struggle, or joy in telling 
their story. Lunch will be provided. 

Cost: There is no cost, but regis­
tration is required. 

Contact: To register, please 
visit Mercy Care's website by 
clicking on this link https://www. 
adkmercy.org/event/spiritu-
ai-vol u nteer -tra i ni ng-march 19/ 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

FISH FRY 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross to have 
Fish Fry's during Lent. 

Date: Starting March 7 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Holy Cross Parish Center 
Cost: $15 dine in 
Menu: Haddock, fries, mac & 

cheese, coleslaw, roll with butter, 
beverage & dessert. 

Contact: For more information 
call the parish office at 518-563-
0730 

LENTEN FISH FRIES 
AuSable Forks - Come join the Au 
Sable Forks Knights for the best 
fried fish in the North Country. 

FRANCISCAN RETREAT 
Watertown -The StJoseph of 
Cupertino Fraternity will be 
hosting a prayerful and spiritual 
Franciscan Retreat. 

Date: March 23 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Place: St. Patrick's Church 
Features: Guest Speaker will 

be Sr. Pat Larkin, OFS --Regional 
Spiritual Assistant at the Kateri 
Tekakwitha Region OFS. Refresh­
ments will be served following 
the meeting. All are welcome! 

Contact: Any questions for 
more information, contact Marcia 
Rittenhouse: 315-788-7573 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Watertown - St.Anthony's Altar 
and Rosary Society is sponsoring 
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a spaghetti dinner. 
Date: March 27 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: Downstairs in St. Antho­

ny's church in Msgr. Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8 
Features: Take-outs available, 

please bring your own container. 
Contact: For more information 

contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: April 6 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights ofColum­
bus will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: April 12 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5, Free 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father John Cosmic 
#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 

Date: April 13 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: Stjames Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; 

Children under 10, $5; Family of 
4,$30 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 
Baked Goods,Juice,and Coffee 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
Clayton - All are invited to come 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 

to St. Mary's Church for Exposi­
tion, Adoration, Morning Prayer, 
and the Rosary. Opportunity for 
Confession is also available. 

Date: Each Sat. March 8 to 
April 12 

Time: 10 a.m. 
Features: In addition to our 

own intentions, we will pray for 
Seminarian Tyler Fitzgerald who 
will be ordained to the Diaconate 
this May. 

Contact: For more information 
contact the parish office at 315-
686-3398. 

SSJ LENTEN RETREAT 
Watertown - Register now for 
the annual Sisters of StJoseph 
Lenten Retreat. 

Date: April 13 
Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: St. Anthony's Church 
Features: Join us for an after-

noon of prayer as we reflect on 
our call to be "Witnesses of Hope" 
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ, Di­
ocesan Director of Catholic Educa­
tion. There will also be Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament, time for 
prayer, and an opportunity for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Contact: register by email­
ing Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, 
smelyngssj@yahoo.com or Sister 
Bethany Fitzgerald srbethssj@ 
gmail.com. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

FISH FRY 
Gouverneur - Every Friday during 
Lent StJames School will have a 
Fish Fry. 

Date: March 7 and every Friday 
through Lent. 

Time: 4:30 p.m. until gone 
Cost: $15, Eat in or take -out 
Features: Dinner includes 

fried fish, choice of macaroni and 
cheese or french fries, cole slaw, 
dinner roll, beverage and your 
choice of dessert. 

Contact: Gouverneur area 
delivery available. Call 315-287 -
0130 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to 
Alpha. 
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Date: March 25 
Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Join us for a free 

meal and great conversations as 
we explore life and faith. 

Contact: For more information 
contact the Parish office 315-769-
2469 or www.massenacatholics. 
com 

LENTEN DAY OF MERCY 
Canton - St. Mary's Church will be 
hosting a Lenten Day of Mercy. 

Date: March 26 
Time: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Features: Confessions will be 

heard in the Divine Mercy Chapel. 
A schedule of confessors will be 
made available closer to the date 
at cantoncatholics.com 

Contact: For more information 
email cantonsec@rcdony.org or 
(315)386-2543 

ACIES 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will present the ACIES ceremony. 

Date: March 30 
Time: After the 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: ACIES means ARMY 

DRESSED IN BATTLE OF ARRAY 
in Latin and demonstrates the 
Legion mission to unite with the 
Blessed Virgin and stand against 
evil. Prayers, music and hymns 
in the sanctuary followed by 
refreshments. Anyone who loves 
our Blessed Mother is invited. 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: April 13 
Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

WOMENS DISCERNMENT 
Canton - Come and join Bishop 

LaValley and the Campus Minis-
ters to learn more about"The Call 
to Holiness and Mission': 

Date: March 22 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: It is a call to "Let 

Go, Let God" fill our lives with 
His love,joy, peace as Pilgrims 
of Hope in this Jubilee Year. Any 
young woman 18-30 years old 
are welcome to attend. Holy Hour 
and Luncheon after presentation. 
Sponsored by the Vocation Office. 

Contact: If you are interested 
in attending, register at https:// 
www.rcdony.org/womenslun-
cheon. 

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT 
Discernment is a call,listen with 
others. It is a journey of faith, 
traveling with companions. Are 
you a single Catholic man, of 
high school age or older, who 
is hearing the Lord's call to the 
Priesthood? You are invited to 
join fellow discerners and Father 
Howard Venette for the following 
gatherings. 

Place: St. Mary's Church, 
Canton 
Dates: March 22, May 3 

Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Features: Lunch will be 

provided 
Contact: Registration required, 

please go to www.rcdony.org/ 
priesthooddiscernment. For 
more information, contact Father 
Howard Venette - hvenette@ 
rcdony.org 

CONSECRATION OF DIOCESE 
Bishop LaValley is inviting those 
from across the Diocese and be-
yond to prepare for the diocesan 
Consecration to the Eucharist by 
reflecting on the book 33 Days to 
Eucharistic Glory. Many parishes 
are making copies ofthis book 
available. 

Date: The countdown to the 
Consecration begins on March 24. 
Take home your free copy today 
and invite others to participate! 

Features: Several parishes 
across the diocese will be holding 
small-group discussions on the 
book. If you have questions about 

starting a small group, please Time: 11 a.m. 
contact Deacon Bill O'Brien at Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
billob315@gmail.com or (315) Features: This ritual symboliz-
528-0461 . es that we are one family in Christ. 

Contact: For more informa- All are welcome to attend. Those 
tion aboutThe Holy Eucharist: unable to participate in person 
"Highway to Hope" event on April may view the Mass via livestream 
26 at St. Agnes Church and School at https://www.rcdony.org/ 
and Lake Placid, where Bishop livemass. 
LaValley will lead the faithful in 
the diocesan Consecration to the JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE EVENT 
Holy Eucharist, visit https://www. Lake Placid -"The Eucharist is my 
rcdony.org/jubileeh2h. highway to heaven." In honor 

of Carlo Acutis, the soon-to-be 
SURVIVING DIVORCE canonized teenager of Italy, the 
Watertown-If you or someone Diocese of Ogdensburg is hosting 
you know is separated or divorced a day of Miracles, Prayer, and 
and looking for hope and healing, Hope. 
please consider joining us for the Date: April 26 
Surviving Divorce Program. We are Time: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
now accepting registrations for Place: St. Agnes Church and 
sessions held at the Watertown School 
location. Features: Pray with our 

Date: Tuesdays starting March Eucharistic Lord with Catholics 
18 from around our diocese, explore 

Time: 6:30 p.m. an exhibit of Eucharistic miracles, 
Place: In school behind St. and join Bishop Terry R. LaValley 

Anthony's Church for a special Holy Hour of Hope, 
Cost: $25 including a procession with Jesus 
Contact: For more information among the faithful and consecra-

or help with registering, please tion of the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315- to the Eucharist.There will also 
393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.org. be opportunities for attending 

Mass, talks, all-day Adoration and 
ENGAGING FAMILIES confession. This event is for whole 
Massena - Spring LEAD event to families. 
be held for Parishioners already Contact: The event schedule, 
engaged in or who would like to prayer resources, bulletin blurbs, 
be trained in how to engage fam- and more information may be 
ilies, how to engage in adult faith found on the Jubilee page of the 
formation and the OCiA process. Diocesan website at https://www. 

Date: April 5 rcdony.org/jubileeh2h. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall CLM RETREAT 
Contact: Register at www. Ogdensburg - All Commissioned 

rcdony.org/leadevent. For more Lay Ministers and Candidates are 
information contact Cathy Russell invited to register for the CLM 
at 315-393-2920 or crussell@ retreat. 
rcdony.org Date: May 2 - 4 

Place: Wadhams Hall 
CHRISM MASS Cost: Single, $240.00 pp; 
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of Double, $190.00 pp; Suite (double 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are bed), $220.00 pp; Suite, $340.00 
invited to join Bishop LaValley in pp; Commuter, $100. All costs 
the annual Renewal of Priestly include all meals. 
Commitment, the Blessing ofthe Speaker: Father Leagon Carlin 
Holy Oils, and the consecration of Contact: Register at www. 
the Sacred Chrism for use in all rcdony.org/ffmretreat 
the churches of our Diocese. 

Date: April 10 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

How we approach God 
Shoes are an interesting 

phenomenon. We need 
the right shoes to do the 
right things. We have ev­
eryday shoes, basketball 
shoes, golf shoes, 
fishing boots, 
winter boots, hik­
ing boots, and 
b e-on-your-feet­
all-day shoes. You 
wouldn't wear 
bowling shoes 

God wanted to save his 
people and wanted Mo­
ses to lead in that saving 
act. The people needed 
saving since they lived 

in oppression 
and slavery. God 
wanted a human 
mediator to bring 
his mercy to his 
people. 

to play lacrosse, 
of course not. 
We pick the best 
shoes for the best Msgr. Robert 
purpose so that H.Aucoin 

God offers us 
this mercy when­
ever we ask for it. 
Even though mer­
cy is free for the 
asking, but ask­
ing is the key. 

we can do what ====== Some have a 
we want when 
we want and master our 
game. Shoes give us the 
freedom to do what we 
want. If I took off my 
shoes right now, I would 
be limited in what I could 
do. 

The first reading, the 
story of the burning 
bush, is one of the most 
familiar stories in the 
Old Testament. Moses 
approaches the burning 
bush, and the voice tells 
him to take off his shoes. 
WHY? Commentators tell 
us that removing shoes 
demonstrates respect. 
There is more. Having no 
shoes makes us vulner­
able, limits our motion, 
restricts what we can do. 
In a way, without shoes, 
we lose control. Moses is 
about to learn that in the 
presence of God, he is 
now subject to God, and 
shoes are not needed. 

That is exactly how we 
should approach God. 
He is in control. Faced 
with God, we listen as 
did Moses in the story of 
the burning bush. Sure, 
as did Moses, we can 
ask questions and seek 
answers, but, again, as 
with Moses, without our 
shoes, we are not really 
in control. 

God wanted Moses 
to do two things. God 
wanted to show forth his 
mercy, and God wanted 
Moses to be an instru­
ment of God's mercy. 

hard time asking 
for God's mercy because 
they don't experience a 
need for God's mercy. 
Mercy makes no sense 
unless we recognize our 
need for mercy, that 
need for God in our lives. 

If we neglect to reach 
out for God's mercy, 
then we neglect to make 
ourselves into his true 
sons and daughters. If 
we have shied away from 
God's mercy because we 
feel as if we're doing the 
same things over and 
over again, all the more 
need for God's healing 
touch of mercy. Remem­
ber the story of the un­
productive tree in the 
gospel. The caretaker 
wanted to make sure that 
the tree was given anoth­
er chance. We are like 
that tree. We can always 
be given another chance. 
We just need to reach out 
for God's mercy. 

God's mercy does not 
end there. God asked 
Moses to act as an in­
strument of that mercy 
among his people. So, 
too, we are called upon to 
be instruments of God's 
mercy to those around 
us: the ones we like and 
the ones we don't like. 
We find it difficult to 
give someone a break if 
we, ourselves, have not 
been the recipients of 
mercy, especially God's 
mercy. 

The season of Lent is 

March 23 

Third Sunday of Lent 
READINGS 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 
1 Corinthians 10: 1-6. 10-12 

Luke 13: 1-9 

an excellent opportunity 
to search into our lives 
and realize our need for 
God's mercy. Once rec-

ognizing the need, then 
approach God, especial­
ly in the sacrament of 
Reconciliation and ask 
for that forgiveness. In 
life, when we have been 
given another chance, we 
experience great relief 
and overall calm. So, too, 
when we reach out for 
God's mercy, our lives 
will be filled with peace 
beyond all understand-

ing. Experience mercy so 
that in turn you may be­
come beacons of mercy 
to others. 

Remember the shoes, 
we do not have to remove 
them physically, but it 
helps to remove them 
spiritually and emotion­
ally. After all, face to face 
with God without shoes, 
there is very little chance 
of running away. 

SUPPORT THE WORKS OF THE 

HOLY FATHER THROUGH THE 

Peter's Pence 
Collection 

(j3e a sign of 

S
tarting wi th the fi rst disciples of Jesus and his 

~postl es an~ cominuing today, Christians have 
given of the l f resources to support the Church's 

mission of preaching the Gospel and providing for me 
needs of the poor. As rhe Church has grown and spread 
across the world, Christians have long expressed the iT 

unity with the Holy Father and their commirmem to his 
mission of mercy through an annual contribution called 

Peter's Pence. 

Today, Catholics who comribure to the Peter's Pence 
Collect ion cont inue th is legacy of church unity and care 

for the lXJOr. Their gifts to the Ho ly Father are "concrete 
signs of hope" to Pope Francis and fu lfi ll the twO aims of 
Peter's Pence as set by the Holy See: "( 1) To support the 

H oly Father's mission, which extends throughout the 
en t ire world , from the proclamation of the Gospel to the 

protnmion of integral human development, education, 
peace, and brotherhood among peoples: thanks also to the 

many activities of service ca rried our by the dicasteries, 
bodies and organs of the Holy See that assist h im every 

day; and (2) To support the numerous charitable works 
in aid of people and families in difficu lty, IX'Pulations 
afflicted by natu ral disasters and wars, or who are in need of 

humanitarian ass istance or SUPiX>Tt for development." 

For more information on Pete r's Pence, please visit the 
Vatican's Peter's Pence websire: 
www.oholodisanpietrq .lIalen .html (English)or 
www.oholodisanhiefIo .vales .hrml (espaii.ol). 

mcerrcyo 
"Let us hasten to pursue paths of peace and 
fraterni ty. Let us rejoice at the concrete signs of 
hope that reach us from so many countries."-Pope 
Francis, "Urbi et Orbi" Message, April 9, 2023 

A Tradition of Support for the Holy Father 

Support fo r such papal efforts is rooted in the sc riptural 
message exhort ing us to take care of the poor, and 

it expresses unity with the Holy Father in two ways: 

through the ongoing activir.ies of r.he Holy See and 
through the charitab le works of the Holy Father on 

beha lf of those most in need. 

How You Can Help 
PRAY 
Pray for the Holy Fa ther, for th ose he serves in compas­
sion, and for the ongoing activi ties of the Holy See, a ll 
of which benefit from the Peter's Pence Collec tion. 

SHARE 
Share this bulletin inse rt with anyone who might 
be interested. 

GIVE 
G ive generously to th is colleC(ion as a sign of mercy to 

those who suffer around the globe and of your support 
fo r the ongoi ng work of the Holy See. By doi ng so, you 
help build up rhe Ch urch SO that it can minister to all 
fo r generations to come. 

Special Collection to be held with CRS March 29 & 30 
Combined Collection 
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'We are also 
the sheep' 

This is part four of our series covering the lives of 
those living in the slums of Argentina. This article is 
written by Ines San Martin, the vice president of Mar­
keting and Communications in the Pontifical Mission 
Societies' national office in New York City. She is a na­
tive of Argentina. 

In Monte Quemado, ministers of the Eucharist like 
Jorge and Roberto playa crucial role in supporting 
the elderly and disabled. 

"I know that what I do is important, and I am hon­
ored to be able to do it," said Roberto. "It is time-con­
suming, yes. But I cannot think of a better thing for 
me to do with my 'free time.' I still remember Mon­
signor Gotteau bringing the Eucharist to my mother 
when she was bedridden and the joy this caused in 
her. To know that today I get to do that for others 
makes the sacrifices worth it." Inspired by Gotteau's 
example, they work tirelessly, knowing that, like him, 
they are building more than a community - they are 
building the Church. 

Theirs was supposed to be a three-year assignment, 
renewable for another three. They have brought the 
Feast to people's homes for over 15 years, and Father 
Juan has already told them that they should plan on 
helping until they cannot physically do it anymore. 

"And I'm fine with that," said Jorge. "It's often said 
that only women go to Church, but we are proof that 
this is not true!" 

In the nearby community of Los Tigres, Hilda Catan 
considers herself blessed: Along with her husband, 
in the home where they raised nine children and to­
day raise two of their 17 grandchildren, they have no 
running water, no one in this community does,but 
they do have electricity. They are one of five fami­
lies, among the 300 that live in this conglomerate of 
homes, that can say the same. 

Father Juan, along with a lay missionary wom­
an, visits this community every Tuesday. They have 
a WhatsApp group through which the missionary 
shares the Sunday Gospel with them and then they 
discuss what it means for them. 

When we visited them, they discussed the Parable 
of the Lost Sheep. In the words of one of the women, 
it is important to remember that "yes, we're called 
to be shepherds and evangelize. But we cannot for­
get that we are also the sheep. Sometimes, we're one 
more of the flock, others we are the sheep leading 
the flock, and other times we are the lost sheep, the 
one that has to be found, and this is okay We need to 
remember that God does not leave us just because we 
might fall or sin. He chooses to be by our side, even 
when we get lost, and if he gave his life because he 
loved us, how could he not forgive our sins?" 
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MASS WITH THE CLASS 

On March 2, a Community Mass for Special Religious Education was held at St. Anthony's Church in 
Watertown. Bishop Terry R. LaValley celebrated Mass with program participants. The liturgy featured two 
lectors, Chip Yott and Anderson Stenard (not pictured), as well as two servers, catechist Beverly Williams 
and Jeffrey Deline. A group of 11 students from the Special Religious Education on-site programs attend­
ed the Mass. A reception followed. 

OBITUARIES 
Alexandria Bay - Anne Maura 
McAloon, 63; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 11,2025 at St. Cyril's 
Church. 

Cape Vincent - Alton Anthony 
Germain Jr., 79; Memorial Mass at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church March 
14,2025. 

Christian Burial March 12,2025 at 2025 at St.Mary's Cathedral; burial 
St. Regis Church. in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Richard H. "Re­
sis" Phillips, 80; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 10,2025 at St. Regis 
Church; burial in St. Joseph's Cem­
etery. 

Plattsburgh - Carolyn (Kelly) 
Harding, 89; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 22,2025 at St. Peter's 
Church; burial in Holy Name Cem­
etery, AuSable Forks. 

Lake Placid - Donna Marie (Fox) Rouses Point - Louise Irene 
Cape Vincent - Doris (Cornwell) Sullivan; Mass of Christian Buri- (Bouchard) Perry, 87; Mass of 
Wiley, 96; Mass of Christian Burial al March 28, 2025 of St. Agnes Christian Burial March 7,2025 at 
March 8,2025 at St.Vincent of Paul Church. St. Patrick's Church. 
Church. 

Clayton - Lillian "Lee" (Bowes) 
Perkins, 94; Mass of Christian Buri­
al; March 13, 2025 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in St. Mary's Ceme­
tery. 

Dannemora - George Jones, 56; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 14, 
2025 at StJoseph's Church. 

Gabriels - Thomas John Buckley, 
85; Mass of Christian Burial May 
24,2025 at Church of the Assump­
tion; burial in Mountain View 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Elli K. (Drews) Wein­
rich, 90; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 7, 2025 at Church of the 
Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Mary "June" (Pe­
ters) Farrell, 91; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 15, 2025 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Martha A. Halpin, 
83; Mass of Christian Burial March 
13, 2025 at St. Mary's Cathedral; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Dorothy Ann Ogdensburg - ala A. (Larose) 
Lazore Karihwenhawe, 77; Mass of King, 96; Memorial Mass May 9, 

Rouses Point - Emma Irene 
(Decosse) Savage, 91; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 14,2025 at 
St. Patrick's Church. 

Ticonderoga - Carol J. (Delaney) 
Cring, 87; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 14,2025 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Tupper Lake - Anne Marie (Diso­
tell) Whittum, 95; A Mass of Chris­
tian Burial March 21,2025 at St. 
Alphonsus Church. 

Watertown - Robert G. Osier, 90; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 15, 
2025 at St. Patrick's Church. 
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Adoration in the 

The fOllOe!~~~~~f ~lr£~~~r~~~s~~~ross the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. If your parish offers Eucharistic 

Adoration or if this information is incorrect email 
news@rcdony.org 

Holy Angels Church, Altona 
After 8 a.m. Mass 
Dedicated to Vocations and the church 

St. Patrick's Church, Brasher Falls 
Wed. & Fri. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

St. Mary's Church, Canton 
Tues. 4:10p.m. to 5:10 
Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. ending with Divine 
Mercy ChapLet 

St. Vincent of Paul, Cape Vincent 
First Friday of the month 

St. James Church, Carthage 
Wed., 3 p.m. to 6 
Thurs., 10 a.m. to 11 
First Friday, 10:15 a.m. to 
7 a.m. Saturday morning 

St. Patrick's Church, Chateaugay 
Wed. 5 p.m. to 6, Adoration 
First Friday 8:30 a.m., Communion 
Service foLLowed by Adoration for 
Vocations 

All Saints Church, Chaumont 
First Thursday of the month 3 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Church, Chazy 
At various times as needed, pLease 
contact parish 518-846-7650 for more 
information 

St. Mary's Church, Clayton 
First Fridays after 9 a.m. Mass 

St. Francis of Assisi, Constable 
Second Friday of the Month, 5 p.m. to 6 

St. Mary's Church, Constableville 
First Fridays 6 p.m. 

St. Stephen's Church, Croghan 
First Friday, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 incLuding 
prayer for Vocations 

St. Joseph's Church, Dannemora 
Wed. & Fri. 11 a.m. before noon Mass 

St. Elizabeth's Church, Elizabethtown 
Summer 9 a.m. to 10 
Winter 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

St. Edmund's Church, Ellenburg 
Monday after 5:30 p.m. Mass 

St. Mary's of the Fort, Fort Covington 
Tues. 5 p.m. to 6, Sat. 9 a.m. to 10 
except when it's a First Saturday 

St. Hedwig's Church, Houseville 
First Sunday foLLowing 11 a.m. Mass 

Immaculate Conception, Keeseville 
Sun, 1 p.m. to 4 

St. Agnes Church, Lake Placid 
Tues 1 p.m. to 5:30, 
Vocations Emphasized 

St. Peter's Church, Lowville 
First Friday of the month with 
intention to Vocations 

St. Bernard's Church, Lyon Mountain 
First Friday of the month after 9 a.m. Mass 

St. Peter's Parish, Massena 
HeLd at Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 12:45 p.m. to 1 :45 
First Friday 2 p.m. to 6 

St. Ann's Church, Mooers Forks 
after 8 a.m. Mass 
Dedicated to Vocations and the church 

St. Augustine Church, North Bangor 
Thurs. 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

St. Andrew's Church, Norwood 
Fri after 8:30 a.m. Mass untiL noon 

St. Mary's Cathedral Parish, Ogdensburg 
Entryway for the Deacon Winter ChapeL 
Thurs. before First Friday from 7 p.m. to 8 
Adoration each Wed. 3 p.m. to 6 and 
Fri. 10:45 a.m. to 11 :45 a.m. 

St. John's Church, Plattsburgh 
HoLy FamiLy Basement 
Wed., Thurs., Fri ., 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

St. Martin's Church, Port Leyden 
Rectory ChapeL 
Wed. Mornings after Mass for 30 minutes 

St. Mary's Church, Potsdam 
Tues. 12:45 p.m. to 4:30 
First Friday 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 

Church of the Assumption, Redford 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 a.m. before noon Mass 

St. Ann's Church, St. Regis Falls 
First Saturday, following 4:30 anticipated 
Mass 

St. Andrews Church, Sackets Harbor 
Fri. 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 

St. Alphonsus-Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish, Tupper Lake 
Monday 7 p.m. to 8 

Holy Family Church, Watertown 
Monday's following noon Mass 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, 
Watertown 
1 hour prior to Mass, First Friday of the 
Month 

St. Anthony's Church, Watertown 
First Sunday ofthe Month 2 p.m. to 3 

St. Patrick's Church, Watertown 
Every Thurs. after Noon Mass untiL 7 p.m. 

St. Ann's Church, Wells 
HaLf an hour after Sunday Mass every 
Third Sunday of the month. 

St. Philip Neri Church, Westport 
HaLf Hour every other Fri. (before Mass 
Winter/after Mass Summer) 

St. Philip of Jesus, Willsboro 
FuLL HoLy Hour on First Fridays (before 
Mass Winter/after Mass Summer) 
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'Lord, I am not 
worthy' 

FROM WONDERING 
TO WONDER 
IN WORSHIP 
With Father Bryan Stitt, Diocesan Director of Worship 

Editor's Note: In celebration of the Eucharistic Re­
vival, Father Bryan D. Stitt, director of Worship for 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg, will answer questions 
about worship, the Eucharist and related topics. To 
submit a question, email bstitt@rcdony.org. 

At each Mass we say, "Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed." Can you 
explain why we say this? 

Great question. Thanks for asking. I have three 
answers: 

1. This phrase from the Mass is almost an exact 
quote of the Roman centurion who asked for the 
Lord to heal his servant. When Jesus offers to come 
and heal the boy, the soldier responds he is not wor­
thy to have Jesus enter his home. Instead, please 
"say the word and my servant shall be healed." It's 
always good to remember that almost every line of 
the Mass comes from the scriptures. We are invited 
to make these words our own. 

2. With the phrase of "under my roof" we are 
not advocating for wooden headgear! Instead, we 
are reminding ourselves that each of us is a living 
structure - a temple of the Holy Spirit. (cf. 1 Cor­
inthians 6:19). We are to be dwelling places for the 
Lord in the world. What a wonderful world it would 
be if each of us could remember this . "How lovely 
is your dwelling place, Lord God of Hosts" (Psalm 
84:2). 

3. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, this line 
from the Mass is a call for us to reflect on an essen­
tial truth of the spiritual life: we are not worthy of 
the Lord. That goes right in the face of the Stuart 
Smalley-like world view that ''I'm good enough. I'm 
smart enough. And doggone it, people like me." In 
the Christian life, it's not all about me. It's about 
what the Lord does in me; it's His Word that gives 
me worth, dignity and value. And doggone it, that's 
great news! 
p--------------------------------------------------l 
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