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LENTEN PODCAST

Join Father Chris Looby for a spe-
cial Lenten podcast series titled
From Sorrow to Hope.

Date: The series will begin on
March 10 and conclude on March
14.

Features: This five-part series
will focus on the Sorrowful Mys-
teries of the Rosary and reflect
on how Christ’s Passion leads
us to the ultimate hope of the
Resurrection. Each episode will
include scripture, prayer,and pow-
erful reflections to guide listeners
in deepening their faith during
this sacred season. New episodes
will be available daily on Apple
Podcasts, Spotify,and Amazon
Music/Podcasts.

Contact: For more info visit
https://sites.google.com/view/
from-sorrow-to-hope

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

SPIRITUAL CARE COMPANION
TRAINING
Lake Placid — Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is holding training
for its new Spiritual Care Compan-
ion Volunteer Program.

Date: March 19

Time: 9a.m.to3 p.m.

Features: Mercy Care is
launching its new Spiritual Care
Companion Volunteer Program, in
collaboration with Jane Strat-
ton, parish nurse educator,and
Christine Voce, St. Agnes Church
outreach coordinator. A Mercy
(are Spiritual Care Companion
Volunteer will receive training
to accompany an elder on their
spiritual journey who may be
experiencing grief, distress, transi-
tions in living circumstances, joys
or blessings.The Spiritual Care
Companion Volunteer serves as a
caring presence and compassion-
ate listener to issues of concern to
the elder by being fully present
in mind, heart, and soul to the
elder’s experience of loneliness,
pain, struggle, or joy in telling
their story. Lunch will be provided.

Cost: There is no cost, but regis-
tration is required.

Contact: To register, please

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

visit Mercy Care’s website by
clicking on this link https://www.
adkmercy.org/event/spiritu-
al-volunteer-training-march19/
or contact Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy
(are’s Program and Mission Inte-
gration Director, at abevilacqua@
adkmercy.org or call Lexi for more
information at 518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

LENTEN FISH FRIES
AuSable Forks — Come join the Au
Sable Forks Knights for the best
fried fish in the North Country.
Date: March 7,21 and April 4
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
Place: Holy Name Parish
(Center
Cost: Adults, $15, Children
under 12,510
Features: Take-outs Available.

‘PANCAKE PLUS’ BREAKFAST
Peru - St. Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus will serve a“Pancakes
Plus” Breakfast.

Date: March 9

Time: 8:30 a.m.to noon

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5
to 11,$5; Children under 5, Free;
Take-outs, $10

Menu: Pancakes, Waffles,
French Toast, Fruit Sauce, Scram-
bled Eggs, Sausage, Bacon, Home
Fries, Real Maple Syrup, Coffee,

Orange Juice, and Milk.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
North Bangor - The parishes of
St Augustine’s and St Mary’s are
hosting a Chicken and Biscuit
Dinner.

Date: March 9

Time: Noon to 3 p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: $15

Menu: Chicken and biscuits,
gravy, mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, vegetable, cranberry and a
dessert.

BREAKFAST
Altona — St.Ann’s and Holy Angels
to have an all you can you eat
breakfast prepared by the Ladies
of St.Ann.

Date: March 16

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $12; Children
5-12,%7;under 5, Free

Menu: Eggs, Egg Cups,
Sausage, Bacon, Pancakes, French
Toast, Cinnamon Rolls, Home Fries,
Coffee, Tea, Juice and 50/50.

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Fort Covington — The parish of
St.Mary’s of the Fort is hosting a
Corned Beef Dinner.

Date: March 16

Time: 11:00 a.m. until sold out

Place: Fort Covington Adult
Center, 2526 Chateaugay St

Cost: per meal - $15.Take-out
only.

Menu: Corned Beef, Cabbage,
Potatoes, Carrots & Dessert

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.
Date: March 8
Time:4p.m.to7
Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free
Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
Constableville — St.Mary’s Youth
Group will host a St. Patrick’s Day
corned beef and cabbage dinner.

Date: March 17

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: Parish hall on James
Street, Constableville

Features: Dine in or take out.
Be served a delicious dinner by
members of the youth group as
they raise funds for their activi-
ties, including monthly family fun
nights.

Cost: $12 for adults, $6 for kids
under 10.

Contact: For more information
or to make a donation, call Jean
Lieber at the parish office, 315-
348-6104.

SSJ LENTEN RETREAT
Watertown — Register now for
the annual Sisters of St.Joseph
Lenten Retreat.

Date: April 13

Time:2p.m.to 4

Place: St. Anthony’s Church

Features: Join us for an after-
noon of prayer as we reflect on
our call to be“Witnesses of Hope”
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ,
Diocesan Director of Catholic Edu-
cation. There will also be Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament,
time for personal prayer,and an
opportunity for the Sacrament of
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Reconciliation.

Contact: register by email-
ing Sister Mary Eamon Lyng,
smelyngssj@yahoo.com or Sister
Bethany Fitzgerald srbethssj@
gmail.com.

ST.LAWRENCE

FISH FRY
Gouverneur — Every Friday during
Lent St.James School will have a
Fish Fry.

Date: March 7 and every Friday
through Lent.

Time: 4:30 p.m. until gone

Cost: $15, Eat in or take -out

Features: Dinner includes
fried fish, choice of macaroni and
cheese or french fries, cole slaw,
dinner roll, beverage and your
choice of dessert.

Contact: Gouverneur area
delivery available. Call 315-287-
0130

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: March 9 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12,$5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

ALPHA
Massena — You are invited to
Alpha.

Date: March 25

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Features: Join us for a free
meal and great conversations as
we explore life and faith.

Contact: For more information
contact the Parish office 315-769-
2469 or www.massenacatholics.
om

LENTEN DAY OF MERCY

(Canton — St.Mary’s Church will be

hosting a Lenten Day of Mercy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE9
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Judge viral for kindness faces cancer battle

By Diego Lopez Marina
(atholic News Agency

Judge Frank Caprio has be-
come one of the most recog-
nizable faces in the U.S. judicial
system for his acts of kindness
and compassion.

For nearly 40 years, he lis-
tened to people who came to
the main municipal courthouse
in Rhode Island and went out of
his way to show them mercy.

His work was featured in the
four-time Emmy-nominated
show “Caught in Providence”
and in 2017 videos of his court
cases went viral, reaching more
than 15 million views.

Today, at 88, the retired
judge, a Catholic, asks for
prayers after being diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer. “EWTN
News In Depth” correspondent
Colm Flynn recently traveled to
Florida to meet the man who is
known as “the kindest judge in
the world.”

A JUDGE WITH A HEART

“I had the most privileged
childhood I could imagine...
I had the privilege of being
brought up poor,” the judge re-
called. His father, Antonio Cap-
rio, was an Italian immigrant
who worked as a milkman.

“Some mornings he would
wake my older brother and I
up at 4 in the morning to work

with him on the truck. I learned
one of the most valuable les-
sons working with my dad on
the truck: I learned how to treat
people. I learned understanding.
I learned compassion,” he said.

Inspired by his father’s words,
Caprio studied law, passed the
barin 1965, and in 1985 became
a judge on the Providence Mu-
nicipal Court. Many of the delib-
erations he presided over were
televised for more than 20 years
on a local television station.

From his first day on the
bench, he understood that his
role was not only to enforce the
law but also to understand the
circumstances of those who ap-
peared before him.

“One of the first people who
appeared before me was a wom-
an with a number of parking
tickets,” he said. “She was ob-
stinate, insulting... finally, in
an act of desperation, I said to
her: Tm charging you the full
amount and your car’s gonna
get booted.’ I was pretty strong
with her. But my father, when he
heard about it, said to me, ‘She
was scared. She has three kids.
How’s she gonna to feed them?
You probably took her money
for dinner tonight.’ I learned a
great lesson that day.”

For Caprio, that was a wake-up
call. Being in a position of pow-
er didn’t mean he had to wield it

Around the diocese

against those who didn’t have it.
He understood that most of the
people who came to his court-
room were ordinary, hardwork-
ing people just trying to get by.
JUSTICE WITH MERCY

Over the years, Caprio won the
hearts of the public with his hu-
mane and empathetic approach.
“It’s very simple: I just place my-
self in their shoes, of the person
in front of me. Compassion is a
very, very strong trait.”

One of the cases that touched
him most was that of a 96-year-
old man who was charged with
speeding. “He told me, ‘I drive
slowly and I only drive when I
have to. I was going to the blood
work for my boy.” Then I asked
him, ‘How old is your son? 'And
he replied, ‘Sixty-three, he’s got
cancer.’ It was an unforgettable
moment. His love and dedica-
tion as a father was touching.”

He also remembers a single
mother who came to his court
with her young daughter. “She
told me, T'm doing everything I
can, but I can’t pay this fine.’ I
saw the little girl looking at me
with concern and I knew I had
to help her. It wasn’t just about
enforcing the law but about be-
ing fair in the truest sense of
the word.”

A BATTLE AGAINST CANCER

Retired in 2023 and facing
what is possibly his most dif-

ficult trial, Caprio has not lost
faith. His story, marked by em-
pathy and service, continues to
inspire millions and is captured
in his book “Compassion in the
Court: Life-Changing Stories
from America’s Nicest Judge.”

Regarding his diagnosis, he
said: “When they told me, my
first reaction was disbelief. But
then I thought: I have lived a life
full of blessings. I'm not going
to let this define my later years.”

Today, the judge who brought
mercy to justice asks for some-
thing in return: prayers. “I just
try to be strong. I'm grateful for
all the love and support I've re-
ceived,” he said.

Before ending the interview,
Caprio left a message for all
those who have followed him
over the years: “If there’s one
thing I want you to remember
about me, it’s that we all de-
serve a little compassion. In life,
kindness always finds its way
back.”

In his book, he also seeks to
leave a simple but concise mes-
sage: “Be kind to others, be slow
to judge, and always show mer-
Cy_"

This story was first published
by ACI Prensa, CNA’s Span-
ish-language news partner. It
has been translated and adapt-
ed by CNA.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 Date: March 22
Date: March 26 Time: 11a.m.
Time: 6a.m.to 10 p.m. Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: Confessions will be
heard in the Divine Mercy Chapel.
A schedule of confessors will be
made available closer to the date
at cantoncatholics.com

Contact: For more information
email cantonsec@rcdony.org or
(315)386-2543

Contact: If you are interested
please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

WOMENS DISCERNMENT
Canton - Come and join Bishop
LaValley and the Campus Minis-
ters to learn more about“The Call
to Holiness and Mission”

Features: Itis a call to“Let
Go, Let God” fill our lives with
His love, joy, peace as Pilgrims
of Hope in this Jubilee Year. Any
young woman 18-30 years old
are welcome to attend. Holy Hour
and Luncheon after presentation.
Sponsored by the Vocation Office.
Contact: If you are interested
in attending, register at https://
www.rcdony.org/womenslun-
cheon.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Discernment is a journey of faith,
traveling with companions. Are
you a single Catholic man, of
high school age or older, who

is hearing the Lord's call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
Canton

Dates: March 22, May 3,

Time: 10a.m.to 1p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided at each of the church
locations.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Watertown— If you or someone

you know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We are
now accepting registrations for
sessions held at the Watertown
location.

Date: Tuesdays starting March
18

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: In school behind St.
Anthony’s Church

Cost: $25

Contact: For more information
or help with registering, please
contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.org.

ENGAGING FAMILIES
Massena — Spring LEAD event to
be held for Parishioners already

engaged in or who would like to
be trained in how to engage fam-
ilies, how to engage in adult faith
formation and the OCIA process.

Date: April 5

Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Social Hall

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/leadevent. For more
information contact Cathy Russell
at 315-393-2920 or crussell@
rcdony.org
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Why do we have temptations?

When was the last time
you were tempted to
shovel snow or tempt-
ed to make a donation
or tempted to give of
your time. We
do not use the
word tempted
when we speak
of these kinds of
activities. When
the activity is a
matter of some-
thing good or
something ben-
eficial to oth-
ers, our intellect
helps us to real-
ize the good, and
our will moves us into
action.

Look at the last time
you were tempted to
something: the extra
piece of pie, the urge
for another drink, to get
even, to take control of
someone else’s life, to
surrender to any one of
a long list of sins. What

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

is at work in us when
we are tempted?

William Shakespeare
defined temptation as
the “fire that brings us
the scum of the
heart.” Tempta-
tions bring out
the worst in us.
We resist temp-
tations because
yielding does
not benefit us ei-
ther as children
of God or as peo-
ple of the earth.
We should never
think like Mae
West who said: “I
generally avoid tempta-
tion unless I can’t resist
it.”

All of us are subject
to temptations, desires
to do what we should
not do. But why do we
have temptations? Why
doesn’t God just wipe
out the devil so that
temptations can be an-

First Sunday of Lent

READINGS
Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Romans 10:8-13
Luke 4:1-13

nihilated?

Well, temptation does
help us recognize our
true selves. How many
times have we said:
“I can’t believe I said
that” or “I can’t believe
I did that.” Well, like it
or not, submitting to
temptations forces us
to recognize ourselves
with all our warts,
bumps and bruises.

The second lesson
learned from tempta-
tions is humility, that
we cannot be totally de-
pendent on ourselves
or as Jesus puts it: “We
do not live on bread
alone.” We need more

than what we have. We
need our God to carry
us through the many
life situations that we
face each day.

In giving in to temp-
tations, we are really
saying to God: “I don’t
need you. I can do this
alone.” It takes humility
to ask for God’s help. It
takes strength of char-
acter to recognize that
we cannot go it alone. A
true person recognizes
his limitations and rec-
ognizes the great need
for God.

The third lesson we
learn from temptations
is that we gain strength
by resisting. Each time
we resist, we build up
our ability to say no.
Each time we acknowl-
edge our need for God,
we understand how
much we need to grow.
Another insidious part
of temptation is that

when we surrender d
to one temptation in
one area of our lives,
we open the doors to
surrendering to other
temptations.

Concerning tempta-
tion, the great author
C.S. Lewis said: “bad
people know very little
about badness. They
have lived a sheltered
life by always giving
in.”

Jesus resisted these
temptations at the be-
ginning of his public
ministry. That resis-
tance gave him strength
to accomplish his min-
istry.

We pray today for
the humility to recog-
nize our deficiencies,
for the ability to trust
in our God, and for the
strength to take pow-
er from temptation in
order to empower our
lives.

We are encouraged to
pray more, fast more,
and to focus more in-
tently on “almsgiving,”
which means donating
money or goods to the
poor and performing
other acts of charity. It
is Lent.

Of course we pray, fast
and give to the poor and
charities the rest of the
year. Good for us.

Now, during Lent, we
are asked to focus our
attention even more on
those three activities.

Those are great goals,
and I follow them. In
my research for this col-
umn, I found this expla-
nation of Lent on-line
that I liked:

“Lent has come to re-
fer to the time set aside
(in the spring) for reflec-
tion and preparation for
the Easter season. It is a

CALLED TO SERVE

Welcome to Lent 2025

time to consider the hu-
man condition and the
goodness of God. And
it is a time to examine
our hearts in light of the
amazing love and grace
demonstrated on the
cross where Jesus laid
down His life for ours.
At the end of the sea-
son, Lent also gives us
hope as we look beyond
the cross and to the res-
urrection, a promise of
a bright future for those
that believe in Jesus.
In essence, a ‘spiritual
spring.””

That summarizes the
liturgical season well.

When I was a kid, Lent
meant fasting and mite
boxes.

There were special
days of fasting during
Lent in addition to every
Friday, since we did not
eat meat on Fridays any-

way. It was a Catholic
thing to do.

Fish are not consid-
ered meat. That has al-
ways confused me. It
has something to do
with warm-blooded ver-
sus cold-blood-
ed.

It did not make
any difference to
me when I was
a kid. My grand-
mother, who
lived in the same
house, was aller-
gic to fish. We
could not even
say the word
“fish” when she
was in the room.

I never consid-
ered eating fish instead
of beef, poultry, or
lamb at a meal as fast-
ing. Frankly, fish on the
plate was a treat. Once
I left the nest, fish be-

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

came part of my regular
diet. Unless Nana was a
dinner guest, of course.
Then there was the
mite box. Sister would
give these little cans to
each student when Lent
was upon us. She

would charge
us to fill the can
with pennies

from our wealth
and return the
can Holy Week.
It was a form of
almsgiving. The
accumulated
proceeds would
eventually feed
starving children
in some distant
place or help mis-
sionaries.

Some kids were con-
scientious about drop-
ping coins in the can
every day throughout
Lent. My heart was in

the right place, but hon-
estly, [ would hit my par-
ents up for change once
aweek or so to make my
can heavy.

I remember admitting
that work-around on the
Saturdays of Lent in the
Confessional.

Lent for me now is not
so much denying my-
self things that I enjoy
or like but instead tak-
ing the extra step doing
something, being chari-
table.

Lent for me is a time
to focus on Christ’s
call to love God and my
neighbor and consider
how I measure up. Hap-
py Lent!

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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This is part two of our
series covering the lives
of those living in the
slums of Argentina. This
article is written by Ines
San Martin, vice presi-
dent of Marketing and
Communications in the
Pontifical Mission Soci-
eties’ National Office in
New York City. She is a
native of Argentina.

“My faith is a gift from
the people I serve,” says
Bishop Cannavo

The Hogar de Cristo
in Bajo Flores provides
crucial support to those
battling addiction.

“We see children as
young as eight consum-
ing paco,” Bishop Pedro
explains. The parish
also runs a maternal
school, a kindergarten,
and primary and sec-
ondary schools, serving
hundreds of children
and providing a safe
haven from the dangers
of the streets. The par-
ish’s soup kitchens feed
thousands daily, a life-
line for many struggling
families.

Among the many hats
Bishop Pedro wears is
that of chief fireman of
the neighborhood: the
streets are too narrow
for the firetrucks, yet
the precarious condi-
tions of the homes made
with repurposed bricks,
woods and corrugated

OBITUARIES

AuSable Forks — Beverly Jane
(Garrow) Duprey, 84; Mass of
Christian Burial May 3,2025 at
Holy Name Church.

Chateaugay — Peggy A.(Manor)
Cameron, 71; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 28,2025 at St. Patrick’s
Church;

Chazy — Ann (Wood) Ryan, 90;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 26,

Hope and hardshlps

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

tin, with no running wa-
ter nor natural gas, one
stacked on top of each
other and attached to
each other to save on
construction materials,
make this slum, and all
others in Buenos Aires,
a fire hazard. So much
so that in their senior
year, children learn how
to combat fire with no
truck and little to no
protective gear.

There doesn’t seem to
be a single person who
doesn’t know who Bish-
op Cannavo is, and he
is often stopped in the
street by people asking
for a blessing, a visit or
food. Here and there,
he is also asked about
Pope Francis and when
he will visit Argenti-
na. The Pope hasn’t
returned home since
being elected in 2013,
but the hopes for see-
ing The Pope celebrate
Mass in the San Loren-
zo Stadium, serving as a
backdrop for the slums,

are high...
Father Andrés To-
calini, from the Mari-

anist congregation at

2025 at Sacred Heart Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Colton — Robert L. Dunning, 81;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 28,
2025 at St. Patrick’s Church; burial
in St. Patrick’s Cemetery.

Lowville — Mary Ann P.(Waligo-
ry) Becker, 87; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 28,2025 at St.Peter’s
Church; burial in St.Peter’s Ceme-

the Shrine of Our Lady
of Fatima, also in Bajo
Flores, echoes the same
dedication and chal-
lenges. Today, the par-
ish runs the School of
Fatima, which educates
over 3,000 people yearly
between kindergarten,
primary and secondary,
and trade schools, as
well as a tertiary nurs-
ing school that had its
groundbreaking done
by then-Cardinal Jorge.

“To this day, I will
never forget one of the
first confessions I heard
when I moved here,” Fa-
ther Andrés said, visibly
emotional. “It was that
of a 15-year-old who
admitted he prays ev-
ery day not to become
like his brothers be-
cause his brothers are
all criminals. Can you
imagine going to bed
every night praying, ‘I
don’t want to be like my
family’?”

He also highlights the
vibrant faith practiced
in the slums: “Faith
here in the slums is
lived through what we
call popular piety, and

tery, New Bremen.

Malone - G. Catherine “Kaye”
(Bean) Eppler, 96; Memorial Mass
to be held at a later date.

Massena — John J. Agati, 103;
Mass of Christian Burial in spring
at Church of the Sacred Heart;
burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Massena — Mary Alice (Barbour)
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The villa miseria 31 (slums of misery) in Buenos Aires, Argentina

coming here is that
you understand what
Pope Francis means by
a Church that goes out
and encounters peo-
ple where they are. We
have many communi-
ties here, of people who
come not only from
various countries but
diverse regions from
each, with each having
their Marian advoca-
tion. When 1 first ar-
rived here, they would

Demo, 93; Funeral Services March
6,2025 at Phillips Memorial
Home; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Laurie J. (Myers)
Bell, 67; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb.28,2025 at St. Alexander’s
Church.

Norfolk — Joyce (Dupuis) Dewey,
82; Graveside Services in spring at
Visitation Cemetery.

celebrate their feasts
in a home, or a street,
but it was mostly about
eating and drinking.
Now, we still have the
feast, but every -cele-
bration begins with the
Mass, and in most cas-
es, they’re now doing a
novena as well. I found
that the more I go to
encounter them, the
more they then come to
encounter Christ in the
Eucharist.”

Plattsburgh —Tyler Guay, 39;
Memorial Mass March 27,2025 at
St.John’s Church.

West Chazy — Harriet (Martin)
Taylor, 93; Memorial Mass March
15,2025 at St.Joseph’s Church;
burial in St.Joseph’s Cemetery.
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Grant looks to boost parish leadership

Parishes have recently
been engaged in planning
for the day when more
parish linkages must oc-
cur.

With fewer priests,
there is a greater need
than ever for the lay
faithful to step up into

leadership roles in par-
ishes. Pope Francis, on
June 17, 2016 spoke
about this need:

“We need well-formed
lay people, animated
by a sincere and clear
faith, whose life has been
touched by the person-

al and merciful love of
Christ we need lay
people who take risks,
who get their hands

dirty, who are not afraid
to make mistakes, who
have a vision of the fu-
ture ...”

There is an opportunity

Now is the
perfect time
to volunteer.

With everything that has happened in our community
this year, it is more important than ever for volunteers
to stand up and support their friends and neighbors.
When joining RSVP, not only are you helping your
community, but you're joining a family who cares as
much as you.

The RSVP Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps
Seniors, a federally funded agency responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.

for parishes to support
this need. The Sisters of
St. Joseph of Watertown
established a founda-
tion to support the de-
velopment of lay lead-
ers willing to “get their
hands dirty.” The Sisters’
charism is one of unity,
reconciliation and the
living of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy
for the “dear neighbor.”

Grants of up to $4,000
can be awarded to spon-
soring organizations that
support leadership train-
ing, existing programs
as well as new program-
ming.

Grants have been
awarded to parishes to
help support the forma-
tion of deacons and can-
didates in the Formation
For Ministry program.
Another grant allowed
a Catholic school prin-
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cipal to attend an Exec-
utive Leadership Acad-
emy at Boston College.
North Country Cursillo
received a grant as did
the diocesan office of the
New Evangelization. The
Faith Formation office re-
ceived a grant to support
training of catechists in
parish programs.

If you or someone you
know is currently active
in a leadership role in a
diocesan parish, school
or established program
or is in training for such,
requests for applications
may be obtained by con-
tacting Sister Ellen Rose
Coughlin, SSJ at 315-
778-9679 or by email at
SSJFoundationChairper-
son@gmail.com.

Applications must be
submitted no later than
May 16, 2025. Recipients
will be notified in June.

Upcoming opportunities
There are so many ways you can help your community out that you might
not even know about!Here are some examples of what you can do!

R o 4ln ©
Bea Give a Help at Give a Meals On
Friend Ride School Meal Wheels
Check on friends, Drive your Volunteer at local Support the Donate your time
share a meal, help neighbors to their elementary schools, local food pantry to your local Meals
around the house, appointments, to tutor students, or be by shopping, on Wheels program

a mentor to those in
need.

go for a walk or just
stop by to catch up.

pick up prescriptions
or to the store.

organzing, cooking,
oranything else.

and prepare or
deliver meals.

Not only do you get the benefit of feeling amazing after helping someone, RSVP will help pay some
of your mileage (.56 cents/mile) and honor your efforts at a yearly recognition event.

Opportunities available in Franklin and Hamilton County
Want more info about how to get started?

Clinton and Essex County:
Kate Gardner
518-566-0944

kgardner@cathcharities.org

Hamilton and Franklin County:
Melissa Howard
518-359-7688
mhoward@cathcharities.org

80 Park Street, Suite 2
PO Box 701 C i
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now available!

2024-2025

Diocese of

Ogdensburg . R

Directory

The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Northern New York

The Official 2024-2025
Directory of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg
includes detailed

Qi)
information about
parishes, schools and
other Catholic
organizations.

Online at www.northcountrycatholic.org
for faster delivery or fill out form below
(Please cut out and send entire ad)

Make checks payable to
North Country Catholic
PO Box 106
Canajoharie, NY 13317

$15.00
each

(Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery when mailing in form)

Enclosed is my check for $ for directories
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