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VIRTUAL EVENTS

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next Friend-
ship Group meeting.

Date: April 24

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: Even if you have
received our Lord thousands of
times in the Eucharist, the book
“Consuming Love”invites you to
experience afresh the intensity
of the intimacy Christ offers us.
Author Father Gregory Cleveland,
OMV opens new horizons in our
understanding of the Eucharist
and offers a language of love to
express our relationship with
Jesus as a divine romance.

Contact: The book may be
ordered at omvusa.org.To sign-up
for the Friendship Group, receive
the meeting link and discussion
questions, go to https://mailchi.
mp/sophiainstitute/friend-
ship-groups Questions? Contact
Mary Beth Bracy at mbracy@
sophiainstitute.com

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

SPRING STUDY SERIES
Ellenburg Center — Join Our Lady
of the Adirondacks for 9 sessions
using Fr.Michael Gaitley’s Guide-
book“Divine Mercy in the Second
Greatest Story Ever Told”
Date: April 25 to May 16 and
resuming May 30 to June 27
Time: 6:30 p.m.to 8
Features: Video presentations
of the material and discussion
encourage participants to enter
afuller understanding of God's
astounding love and forgiveness
available to every person.What
hope and joy this brings, allowing
us to trust our God absolutely in
all circumstances and to become
merciful ourselves in response to
difficult challenges. Light refresh-
ments included. While donations
are always appreciated, all materi-
als for this series are free.
Contact: Sarah Anderson at
518-534-9976 to register for
classes.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Plattsburgh — Chaplet of Divine

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Mercy Sunday to he held.

Date: April 27

Place: St. Peter’s Church

Schedule: 2 p.m. Exposition
begins, Divine Mercy Chaplet will
be sung, 3 p.m.Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament.

Contact: For more information
cll 518-563-0730

FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St.Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: May 2
Schedule: 9 a.m.Mass
followed by Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament. 11a.m. Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament.

SETON GALA
Plattsburgh — Join us for the 3rd
annual Gala for Seton Catholic
with the theme “Run for the
Roses”

Date: May 3

Time: 5p.m.

Place: West Side Ballroom

Cost: $80 per person

Features: Dinner, Dancing, Live
Auctions, Experience made bas-
kets/Mystery items for Concerts
and Baseball team tickets. So
much more as the school host a
Fund a Need event for the Drama
and Arts Departments. Come
dressed in your best Derby Attire.

Contact: Please contact Sue

Pellerin for more information at
spellerin@setonknights.org

UNDERTSTANDING
MENTAL ILLNESS
Plattsburgh —The Interfaith
Council of Plattsburgh, Clinton
County and NAMI Champlain
Valley will be holding a free event,
“Understanding and Welcoming
those with Mental IIness into our
Faith Communities”

Date: May 4

Time: 1p.m.to3

Place: Plattsburgh United
Methodist church

THE RESCUE PROJECT
Brushton - Have you ever won-
dered Why there is something
rather that nothing? Why is
the world so obviously messed
up? What if anything has God
done about it? And how should
I respond? Join us for a 9-week
experience to discover how
AWESOME the Good News that is
the Gospel really is!

Date: May 14 and continues
for 9 weeks

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Hall

Cost: $10 donation to cover the
cost of the books would be greatly
appreciated but is not required.

Features: Come and hear the
Gospelin a new and compelling
way: How God CREATED every-

thing good and how we were
CAPTURED.How Jesus came and
RESCUED us and how we can
RESPOND to this amazingly Hope-
filled GOOD NEWS! Each Session
consists of a video, a short snack
break and small group discussion
facilitated by Deacon Lee Trudeau
and Marika Donders. Participant
quides will be provided.
Contact: For more informa-
tion contact Marika Donders at
mdonders@rcdony.org

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St.Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society is sponsoring
a spaghetti dinner.
Date: April 24
Time: 4p.m.to7
Place: Downstairs in St.Antho-
ny’s church in Msgr.Sechi Hall
Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8
Features: Take-outs available,
please bring your own container.
Contact: For more information
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Houseville — The Feast of the
Divine Mercy Sunday will be
celebrated with celebrants Fr.
Douglas Decker and Fr.John Ojuok
as homilist.

Date: April 27

Place: St.Hedwig’s Church

Schedule: The Exposition of
the Most Blessed Sacrament will
take place at 2 p.m., followed
by the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation until 3 p.m.Adoration will
continue at 3 p.m., followed by
the Homily, the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, Benediction, the Blessing
of Holy Cards and Petitions, and
Veneration of the Divine Mercy
Image.The program concludes
with a reception in the church
hall. Contact: (all 315-348-6260
for more information.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown — Divine Mercy
Sunday will be celebrated.

Date: April 27

Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Patrick’s Church

Features: According to the Di-

APRIL 23,2025

vine Mercy message from Jesus to
Saint Faustina, to fittingly observe
the Feast, always be merciful to
athers, go to confession during
Lent and receive communion on
the Feast of Mercy.Publicly cel-
ebrate the Feast of Mercy. There
will be Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, singing of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy, brief confessions,
and a procession. Please note that
the celebration is not a Mass.

Contact: For more info on
how to prepare call Judy Boul-
ton 315-783-7349 or Kim Tyler
315-486-4542 www.thedivine-
mercy.org

RUMMAGE SALE

Constableville — St.Mary’s will be
hosting their annual rummage
sale.

Schedule: May 2,3 p.m.to 8;
May 3 9a.m.to 5 p.m.; May 4, Bag
sale after 10 a.m.Mass

Features: Like previous years,
we will be collecting gently used
clothes/shoes, toys, household
items, sports gear, holiday deco-
rations, etc. As you do your spring
cleaning consider donating those
items to St.Mary’s. Funds from
this sale are used for the yearly
heating costs of the church, parish
house and hall. Donations may be
left on the ramp of the hall from
now until the day of the sale.

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: May 3

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and

the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Date: May 4

Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St. Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

LIVING STONES EVENT FOR
M

Watertown —The Commissioned
Lay Ministry Assodiation of the
Jefferson-Lewis Deanery presents
Living Stones:“Jubilee Year-Re-
discover Hope”

Date: May 8

Schedule: Welcoming
remarks, 5:15 p.m.; Mass at 5:30,
dinner immediately follow-
ing and concluding with the
program.

Cost: $10 per person if at-
tending dinner, no charge if only
coming to the program.

Features: The program will
be led by Fr.Garry Giroux with
his presentation“As we await the
Blessed Hope'.

Contact: Register at: www.
rcdony.org/clm-event

ST.LAWRENCE

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
0Ogdensburg —The Legion of
Mary will pray the rosary with
devotions for First Saturday.

Date: May 3

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church,
Ogdensburg

Features: Rosary with
devotions

ACIES
Ogdensburg —The Legion of
Mary will present the ACIES
ceremony.
Date: June 1
Time: After the11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Mary’s (athedral
Features: Catholics are invited
to renew their devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. ACIES means
ARMY DRESSED IN BATTLE OF
ARRAY in Latin and demonstrates
the Legion mission to unite with
the Blessed Virgin and stand
against evil. Prayers, music
and hymns will be followed by
refreshments. Anyone who loves
our Blessed Mother is invited to

attend.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE EVENT
Lake Placid - “The Eucharist is my
highway to heaven.” In honor

of Carlo Acutis, the soon-to-be
canonized teenager of ltaly, the
Diocese of Ogdensburg is hosting
a day of Miracles, Prayer,and
Hope. His devotion to the Eucha-
ristled him to create a website to
track Eucharistic Miracles.

Date: April 26

Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: St.Agnes Church and
School

Features: you are invited to
pray with our Eucharistic Lord
with Catholics from around our
diocese, explore an exhibit of Eu-
charistic miracles, and join Bishop
LaValley for a special Holy Hour
of Hope, including a procession
with Jesus among the faithful
and consecration of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg to the Eucharist.
There will also be opportunities
for attending Holy Mass, talks,
adoration and confession. This
event is for whole families and
includes an interactive exhibit,
prayer, fellowship,and an oppor-
tunity to serve.

Contact: The event sched-
ule, prayer resources and more
information may be found on
the Jubilee page of the Diocesan
website at https://www.rcdony.
org/jubileeh2h.

DOMESTIC MISSION
OPPORTUNITY
The North Country Mission of
Hope i offering a domestic
mission opportunity for anyone
14 years and older.

Date: Aug.9-15

Place: The mission will take
place in the Appalachian Region
of Southeast Kentucky.

Contact: Please contact
Deacon James Carlin for more in-
formation, costs and an applica-
tion.The deadline for application
is May 30.

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you asingle Catholic man,

of high school age or older, who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
(anton

Date:May 3

Time: 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided at each of the church
locations.

Contact: Registration re-
quired, please go to www.rcdony.
org/priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

CLM RETREAT
0Ogdensburg - All Commissioned
Lay Ministers and Candidates are
invited to register for the (LM
retreat.

Date: May2 -4

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: Single, $240.00 pp; Dou-
ble, $190.00 pp; Suite (double
bed), $220.00 pp; Suite, $340.00
pp; Commuter, $100. All costs
include all meals.
Speaker: Father Leagon Carlin

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/ffmretreat

GUGGENHEIM CLEAN-UP
WEEKEND

Saranac Lake — Help wanted in
cleaning up the Guggenheim
(enter to get it ready for the
summer.

Date: Startat 11 a.m.May 16
and wrap up around 4 p.m.May
17

Features: It takes hours of
vacuuming, mopping, dusting,
window washing, scrubbing and
50 on to get The Guggenheim
Center ready for summer.Can you
share an hour,a day or a couple
of days to join us at Guggenheim
(lean-Up Weekend?

Contact: Please register to
help at https://forms.office.
com/r/PPDMGSTZG) For more
information contact Deacon Jim
Crowley at 315-393-2920 or
jarowley@redony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Plattsburgh — If you or someone
you know is separated or di-
vorced and looking for hope and
healing, please consider joining
us for the Surviving Divorce
Program.We are now accepting
registrations for sessions held in
Plattsburgh.

Date: Beginning May 13 on
Tuesdays

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. John XXIIl Newman
Center

Cost: $25 to cover material
Costs.

Contact: To register go to
https://www.rcdony.org/sur-
vivingdivorce For more infor-
mation or help with registering,
please contact Steve Tartaglia
at 315-393-2920 startaglia@
rcdony.org.

LIFE-GIVING WOUNDS RE-
TREAT

Utica — Healing retreat for adult
children of divorce or separation.

Date: May 16-18

Place: Good News Center

Cost: $100-5150 per person
(shared or single rooms) Scholar-
ships are available.

Features: Come for a greater
understanding of the wounds
left by your parents’ divorce or
separation, for advice concerning
love and trust of others, and for
an experience of Christ and com-
munity that will lead to deeper
self-understanding and healing.
The retreat is cosponsored by
the Dioceses of Ogdenshurg and
Syracuse.

Contact: To register, please
go to https://LGWsyr.eventbrite.
com. If you have any questions,
please direct them to Erin Miller
at emiller@syrodio.org or 315-
472-6754 opt. 1 or Steve Tartaglia
atstartaglia@rcdony.org or
315-393-2920

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER
OF THE DIACONATE

Massena - Through the laying on
of hands and the invocation of
the Holy Spirit, the Most Bishop

Terry R.LaValley will Ordain to
the Order of Deacon Mr. Michelet
Boncoeur, Mr.Tyler Martin Fitz-
gerald and Mr. Dennis Mamwaha
Ombongi.You are cordially
invited to join in the Ordination
Liturgy.

Date: May 24

Time: 11a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

Features: A Reception will
immediately follow the Liturgy at
Trinity Catholic School, 188 Main
Street, Massena, NY 13662.The
Ordination Mass may be viewed
at www.rcdony.org/ordination.
The Ordination Mass program
will be available at the same link
shortly before the Liturgy.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake — After-Abortion
Healing retreat to be held.
Date: May 23-25
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Features: If you are suffering
after an abortion, you're not
alone. Join others on a weekend
retreat of hope and healing.
Contact: For more information
call Colleen 518-524-0774, email
cminer@rcdony.org or register
online:rcdony.org/pro-life/rv-re-
treat

CAMP GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Camp Guggen-
heim registration is now open.
Dates: Session 1 - (11-14 yrs
old) - July 6 to July 11; Session 2
-(12-15yrs old) - July 13 to July
18; Session 3 - (12-15 yrs old)
- July 20 to July 25; Session 4 -
(12-15yrs old) - July 27 to Aug.1;
Session 5 - (16-18 yrs old) — Aug.
3toAug.8

Cost: 3425, scholarships are
available

Features: Don't miss this
opportunity to grow in your faith
while enjoying a full camp expe-
rience in beautiful Saranac Lake!

Contact: To register go to:
www.rcdony.org/youth/camp
Toinquire about financial aid
please email Jeannie Grizzuto at
jgrizzuto@rcdony.org
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Who is looking for whom?

One day, a person
comes up to me and
says: “Monsignor, 1
want you to be the first
to know. I have found
Jesus.” Perhaps,
I was in a bit of
a “mood.” My
quick response
was: “Oh my, I

The disciples do not
look for him because
they figured it was all
over. The opposite hap-
pens. Jesus rises from
the dead and
starts all over
again. He does
not wait for the
disciples to find

did not know him. Rather, he
that he was lost. goes after them.
Where did you He once again
find him?” In calls people to
retrospect, of himself just as
course, I Know msgr, Robert he did at the be-
that was not the W, Aucoin ginning of his
proper or expect- public ministry.

ed response. But,
giving it more thought,
the better I like it. The
context of Easter and
today’s Gospel can pro-
vide an explanation.
We know that Jesus
dying on the cross and
rising from the dead
proved his divinity
because these events
demonstrated his con-
trol over life and death.
But then, what hap-
pens after the crucifix-
ion and resurrection?

In today’s Gos-
pel, Thomas is a special
case. He was not there
when Jesus appeared
to the other disciples
and declared quite
clearly that he would
not believe unless his
conditions - touching
the wounds with his
own hand - were met,
100%. Rightfully, our
first reaction to Thom-
as might be: “Isn’t he
awfully bold?” or “Who
does he think he is?”

April 27

Second Sunday of Easter

READINGS
Acts 5:12-16
Revelation 1:9-11a,12-13,17-19
John 20:19-31

Jesus does reappear.
Is Jesus condescending
to Thomas or what?

Not at all. Rather Je-
sus is being consistent
in searching out those
who are lost, those
without a solid founda-
tion, those who doubt.

You see, Jesus is still
inviting Thomas. He
did not say to Thomas
something like: “OKk,
your wish is my com-
mand.” Rather, “Here I
am. Start believing.”

Here is the crux of
the issue. Does our
spirituality consist in
God coming after us
or in our going after
God? Well, the answer
is “both.”

Biblical  spirituality

What is a Foster Grandparent?

Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship,
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and

serves more than 100 kids per year.

The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.

N

Am | Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent?
All you need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child
on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your
experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent.

You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any
current benefits you may already have as well as paid mileage for your travel. Additionally, you

Catholic receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave.
Charities
Dlocese of Ogdemsburg

Sometimes when you get & .
to be my age, you wake up .
and say what good am |
and along came the Foster Fc"mm,,w,,,,
Grandparent Program that

keeps me going! ”

Want more info about
how to get started?

Contact Melissa Howard,
Volunteer Coordinator
PHONE:
(518)359-7688
EMAIL:
mhoward@cathcharities.org

80 Park Street, Suite 2
PO Box 701
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

portrays God seeking
out humanity and our
responding. Some con-
temporary forms of
“spirituality”  portray
the issue as us going
after God. Is there a dif-
ference? You bet there
is.
In the Bible, God
pursues humanity. He
offers a covenant; he
offers forgiveness; he
calls disciples; he gives
them himself in the
Eucharist and especial-
ly, as the Holy Spirit,
he gives a Church so
that those who have
responded to his invi-
tation can gather as a
body to celebrate and
praise his call to us.

Contemporary soci-
ety has a much differ-
ent approach to spiritu-
ality. In this approach,
we call upon God; we
define who God is; we
determine what shape
the relationship will
take; individuals define
what is to be believed;
the center of the rela-
tionship is the person,
not God.

Some contemporary
forms of spirituality
seek to enhance the
person. In biblical spir-
ituality, the person is
to praise God. In con-
temporary spirituality,
we define who God is;
in biblical spirituality,
God calls upon us.

When Jesus appeared
to Thomas, he was not
a genie appearing on
demand. Rather, he
was calling Thomas to
a deeper spirituality,
beyond mere touching,
but rather one based
on faith and commit-
ment to him.

So, what are we sup-
posed to do? Just sit
back and relax?

Not at all. You see God
calls us. Our respon-
sibility is to respond.
That call and our re-
sponse constitute the
essence of spirituality.

The man I mentioned
at the beginning did not
find Jesus. Rather, Je-
sus found him, and the
man finally responded.
Our response to God’s
invitation is a liberating
response, so liberating

that it will help us find
the answers to all our
questions, hopes, and
desires.

So, it is clear. Our
response to God’s in-
vitation should resem-
ble: “Speak, Lord, your
servant is listening” or
that of Thomas: “My
Lord, and my God.”

L%Ww/ei And @uy
Yor Vocations

North Country Catholic has Green option
Our E-paper is now easier to read online. You can receive your North (ountry (atholic in
your e-mail rather than in the mail. Fill in your information and send this form to:

DPlease switch my current NCC subscription to E-mail PO Box 326
(Ogdensburg,
NY 13669
Address OR Gl
(ity State____Tip Christine at
’ 315-608-7556
e to make the

1
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
 Name
1
1
1
)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

change
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Pontifical Mission Society visits leper colony

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

By Kate Quifiones
Catholic News Agency

In the Vietnamese
highlands lives a colo-
ny of people suffering
from a chronic infec-
tious disease that often
leads to a loss of sense
of touch and pain,
physical  deformities,
and life-altering social
prejudice — leprosy.

But when Monsignor
Roger Landry — direc-
tor of the Pontifical
Mission Societies USA
— visited the colony
this week, he said it was
an honor.

At a leper colony in
the Kon Tum area in
Vietnam, Landry -cele-
brated Mass, brought
Communion to people,
and distributed food
and sandals, working
with St. Joseph’s Mis-
sion Charity.

In one striking video
he shared on social me-
dia, Landry helped cre-
ate a cast of one man’s
foot so that it could be

Adams - David Francis Stamps,
73; Mass of Christian Burial

April 16,2025 at St. Ceceila’s
Church; burial in Sulphur Springs
(emetery.

AuSable Forks — Carol F.
(Wright) Wisher, 85; Memorial
Mass April 15,2025 at Holy Name
Church.

Champlain - Gloria J. (LaCount)
Hart, 81; Mass of Christian Burial

April 16,2025 at St.Mary’s Church.

Clayton - James F.Bates, 93;
Mass of Christian Burial at a later
date at St.Mary’s Church.

Croghan — Mary Ann (Campeau)
Lyndaker, 67; Mass of Christian
Burial April 21,2025 at St.

made into a perfectly
fitting sandal.

“Jesus anointed the
feet of his beloved
Apostles at the upper
room, and he sent us
out to do the same,”
Landry said. “It's one
of the great honors of
my life to be able to do
this.”

“Each sandal needs
to be sculpted to each
foot,” he explained in
the April 7 post. “They
are so grateful. If their
feet bleed, the[y] could
pass on the disease to
others.”

Despite being relative-
ly treatable now, at least
250,000 people suffer
from leprosy across the
world — and many still
experience social isola-

Stephen’s Church; burial in St.
Stephen’s Cemetery.

Hogansburg - Brenda L."Olive”
(Herne) Johnston, 62; Mass of
Christian Burial April 16,2025 at
St.Regis Church.

Lyon Mountain — Robert
Pageau, 86; Mass of Christian
Burial April 14,2025 at St.
Bernard’s Church; burial in St.
Bernard's Cemetery.

Madrid — William Glenn Tromb-
ley, 47; Funeral Services April 27,
2025 at Phillips Memorial Home;
burial in St.Mary’s Cemetery,
(anton.

Malone - Donna M. (LaFlesh)
Raville, 71; Mass of Christian Buri-

tion, as they did in the
time of Christ.

Landry was visibly
touched by the “great
faith” of the people of
the leper colony.

After Mass at “a beau-
tifully packed” church
at 5 in the morning,
Landry recalled Com-
munion visits to vari-
ous people with leprosy
who were physically un-
able to come to Mass.

“The first leper whom
we visited with great
hunger looked up to the
Lord through watery
eyes and received the
Lord on his tongue be-
cause he no longer had
hands,” Landry said.

Another woman, un-
able to walk, crawled
forward to receive Jesus

OBITUARIES

al April 14,2025 at Notre Dame
Church; burial in Morningside
(emetery.

Malone — Barbara M.Young, 86;
Graveside Services at a later date
at St.John Bosco Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Phyllis C. (Peets)
Duval, 81; Mass of Christian Burial
April 22,2025 at St. Alexander’s
Church.

0Ogdensburg — Margaret E."Peg-
gy” (Marshall) Gooshaw, 88; Mass
of Christian Burial June 30,2025
at Notre Dame Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Peru — Barbara June (Senecal)
Tatreault, 90; Mass of Christian
Burial April 16,2025 at St.Au-

At a leper colony in the Kon Tum area in Vietnam, Pontifical Missions
Society USA President Monsignor Roger Landry celebrated Mass,
brought Communion to people, and distributed food and sandals. |
Credit: The Pontifical Mission Societies/Margaret Murray

the light of the world,
to people — no matter
what they’re suffering.”

“and then received him
with great love,” Landry
said.

“She was so excited
to be able to receive the
Lord Jesus,” Landry re-
called.

The purpose of the
Pontifical Mission So-
cieties, Landry added,
is this: “bringing Jesus,

qustine’s Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Scott D. Peck, 56;
Funeral Services April 16,2025 at
Brown Funeral Home.

Port Henry — Norma G.Fernan-
dez,91; Mass of Christian Burial
April 18,2025 at St.Patrick’s
Church; burial in St.Peter and Paul
(Cemetery, Moriah.

Port Henry — Jeffery Richard
Ross, 42; Mass of Christian Burial
April 12,2025 at St.Patrick’s
Church; burial in [ronville Ceme-
tery.

Schroon Lake — Madeline
(Cervini) Colleary, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial April 28,2025 at

The Pontifical Mission
Societies of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg, INC.
would like to wish ev-
eryone and their fami-
lies a very Blessed and
Happy Easter!

Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

Ticonderoga — John C.McDon-
ald, 94; Mass of Christian Burial
April 26,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in Valley View Cemetery.

Ticonderoga — Donald Allen
Olcott, 95; Graveside Services May
17,2025 at St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Tupper Lake — Bruce Michael
LaVoy, 77; Mass of Christian Burial
April 24,2025 at St. Alphonsus
Church.

AN AMERICAN

volmon &, BME

For More Information, th Our Web Page
at: www.barstowmotors,

MIIIKIT ST., POTSDAM, NY ¥ (315) ZGE ﬂllllll
egional GM & Subaru SuperCen




2 BACK PEW

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H

APRIL 23,2025

“‘The Chosen’ hits box office milestone

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

The popular Christian
series “The Chosen”
continues to do well at
the box office, holding
its own against recent
Hollywood blockbusters
such as “Snow White”
and “A Minecraft Mov-
ie.”

Now in its fifth season,
Part 1 of “The Chosen:
Last Supper” - the first
two episodes - has be-
come the highest-gross-
ing installment of the
series, raking in a little
over $19 million in the-
aters at the time of pub-
lishing.

Part 2 - episodes 3
through 5 - of the fifth
season recently hit the
$10 million mark, and
Part 3, which is epi-
sodes 6 through 8, was
released April 11 and
grossed $5.8 million
during its opening week-
end.

In an interview with
CNA, Dallas Jenkins -
creator, writer and di-
rector of “The Chosen”
- shared what inspired
his vision of the Last
Supper depicted in Sea-
son 5, given many dif-
ferent presentations of
this historic event.

“We do it ‘The Cho-
sen’ way, which is we
take stories that are
famous... maybe they
have been portrayed in
stained-glass windows
or as paintings in the
case of the Last Supper,
one of the most famous
paintings of all time ...
and we’re going to re-
veal the humanity of it,”
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Now in its fifth season, Part 1 of “The Chosen: Last Supper” — the first two episodes — has become the
highest-grossing installment of the series, raking in a little over $19 million.

he said.

“At the beginning of
the Last Supper, it was
13 brothers who were
very, very close to each
other and who loved
each other deeply be-
ing told by one of them
‘T'm not going to be with
you much longer’ and
saying some extraordi-
narily important things
that they don’t quite un-
derstand and so they're
trying to make sense of
it,” Jenkins said. “So the
humanization of a story
that actually was human
but that we don’t often
look at it that way is an
important part of how
we portrayed it and one
that, almost because of
the fame of this part of
the story, the fame of
the Last Supper, it’s easy
to distance yourself
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from it emotionally. And
so, I think we’re trying
to bring you back into
what it would've been
like to be in that room.”
One of the disciples
who begins to under-
stand what Jesus is
telling them in Season
5 is John. Actor George
Xanthis, who portrays
John the Apostle, told
CNA how he has seen
his character go from
“thunder to love” and
how viewers are “follow-
ing him on this journey”
from “Son of Thunder,”
as Jesus jokingly calls
John and his brother
James, to becoming “the
beloved disciple.”
Xanthis shared that
at the beginning of Sea-
son 5, John is “ready to
listen” but “he doesn’t
know what he’s sup-

posed to be listening
for.”

He added that while
Mary Magaldene catch-
es the “bug” of under-
standing what Jesus is
telling them in Season
4, “what Season 5 shows
is John catches that bug
and he catches it off
Mary, which is a lovely
moment because it's a
foreshadowing of where
they’re both going to
end up.

“I would say that he’s
starting to pay attention
and he’s sticking very,
very close to Jesus as he
does,” he said.

The actor pointed out
how Jenkins frequently
reminded the cast that
while they may person-
ally know what happens
in the end, at the time,
the disciples didn’t
know how things were
going to end.

Raised in a Greek Or-
thodox family knowing
the Gospels, Xanthis
said he had to “wrestle
with that - because I
knew what was happen-
ing, [so] I'm like, ‘How
could the disciples not

see this?””

“So, even as John is be-
ginning to catch on to it,
it’s also that he doesn’t
believe that it’s going to
happen at the end of the
week,” he added.

In terms of what he
hopes viewers will take
away from this season
as they themselves are
experiencing Holy Week,
Jenkins said: “I'm hop-
ing viewers watch this
going, ‘When I don’t un-
derstand something or
someone, can I still trust
and follow? Can I still
have faith?””

“Judas didn’t under-
stand and rejected,”
Xanthis explained. “The
religious leaders didn’t
understand and reject-
ed. We have a tenden-
cy to still do that today
- things I don’t under-
stand, people I don’t
understand, I'm going
to reject and I'm going
to be secure in my own
rightness because con-
fusion is not something
I can handle. And I think
we see in Season 5, more
than ever, what it’s like
to follow and trust even
when you don’t fully un-
derstand.”

Actor Paras Patel, who
portrays Matthew, also
shared his hopes for
viewers this season.

“A  recurring theme
with the show is that
there is light after dark-
ness and so we are head-
ing into the darkness
but know that there is
light coming after,” Pa-
tel shared.

“This is going to be a
hard season to watch
just because we know
what’s to come and
what’s happening, but I
think at the end of the
day I just feel like peo-
ple leave feeling a lit-
tle bit of hope...you’ll
feel a lot, but also just
feel rejuvenated and
have some strength and
hope.”





