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FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St.Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: May 2
Schedule: 9 a.m.Mass
followed by Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament. 11a.m. Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament.

SETON GALA
Plattsburgh — Join us for the 3rd
annual Gala for Seton Catholic
with the theme “Run for the
Roses”

Date: May 3

Time: 5p.m.

Place: West Side Ballroom

Cost: $80 per person

Features: Dinner, Dancing, Live
Auctions, Experience made bas-
kets/Mystery items for Concerts
and Baseball team tickets. So
much more as the school host a
Fund a Need event for the Drama
and Arts Departments. Come
dressed in your best Derby Attire.

Contact: Please contact Sue
Pellerin for more information at
spellerin@setonknights.org

UNDERTSTANDING MENTAL
ILLNESS
Plattsburgh — The Interfaith
Council of Plattsburgh, Clinton
County and NAMI Champlain
Valley will be holding a free event,
“Understanding and Welcoming
those with Mental llness into our
Faith Communities”

Date: May 4

Time: 1p.m.to3

Place: Plattsburgh United
Methodist church

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Peru — St. Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus to have a Mother’s Day
Breakfast.

Date: May 11

Time: 8:30 a.m. to noon

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; Children
5-11, $5; Under 5, Free; Take-outs,
$10
Menu: Pancakes, Waffles, French
Toast, Fruit Sauce, Scrambled

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese’
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Eqggs, Sausage, Bacon, Home Fries,
Real Maple Syrup, Coffee, Orange
Juice, and Milk

THE RESCUE PROJECT
Brushton — Have you ever
wondered Why there is some-
thing rather that nothing? Why
is the world so obviously messed
up? What if anything has God
done about it? And how should
I respond? Join us for a 9-week
experience to discover how
AWESOME the Good News that is
the Gospel really is!

Date: May 14 and continues
for 9 weeks

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Hall

Cost: 510 donation to cover the
cost of the books would be greatly
appreciated but is not required.

Features: Come and hear the
Gospelin a new and compelling
way: How God CREATED every-
thing good and how we were
CAPTURED. How Jesus came and
RESCUED us and how we can
RESPOND to this amazingly Hope-
filled GOOD NEWS! Each Session
consists of a video, a short snack
break and small group discussion
facilitated by Deacon Lee Trudeau
and Marika Donders.
Participant guides will be
provided.

Contact: For more informa-
tion contact Marika Donders at

mdonders@rcdony.org

CAR SHOW
Mooers Forks — St. Ann’s to have
their 7th Annual Car Show.
Date: June 1
Time: 11a.m.to3 p.m.
Place: St. Ann’s Grounds
Features: Kids Power Wheels
Show (Entry Fee $10); Hot Wheel
Races for Kids (55) and Adults
($10), cost includes car; Vehicle
Pre-Register for $15 or $20 for the
day of the show between 11a.m.
and 1 p.m. Set up a craft table
for $20.Top 40 picks and special
awards will be at 3 p.m. There
will be a Craft Fair, Theme Baskets,
food and entertainment.
Contact: For more info or
to pre-register your vehicle call
518-236-5632 or 518-236-7200
or 518-565-6754

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Houseville — The Feast of the
Divine Mercy Sunday will be
celebrated with celebrants Fr.
Douglas Decker and Fr. John Ojuok
as homilist.

Date: April 27

Place: St. Hedwig’s Church

Schedule: The Exposition of
the Most Blessed Sacrament will
take place at 2 p.m., followed by
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
until 3 p.m. Adoration will con-

tinue at 3 p.m., followed by the
Homily, the Divine Mercy Chaplet,
Benediction, the Blessing of Holy
(ards and Petitions, and Venera-
tion of the Divine Mercy Image.
The program concludes with a
reception in the church hall.All
are welcome.

Contact: (all 315-348-6260
for more information.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown — Divine Mercy
Sunday will be celebrated.

Date: April 27

Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Patrick’s Church

Features: According to the Di-
vine Mercy message from Jesus to
Saint Faustina, to fittingly observe
the Feast, always be merciful to
others, go to confession during
Lent and receive communion on
the Feast of Mercy. Publicly cel-
ebrate the Feast of Mercy. There
will be Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, singing of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy, brief confessions,
and a procession. Please note that
the celebration is not a mass.

Contact: For more info on
how to prepare call Judy Boul-
ton 315—-783-7349 or Kim Tyler
315-486-4542 www.thedivine-
mercy.org

RUMMAGE SALE

(onstableville — St. Mary's will be
hosting their annual rummage
sale.

Schedule: May 2,3 p.m.to 8;
May39a.m.to 5 p.m.;May 4,Bag
sale after 10 a.m. Mass

Features: Like previous years,
we will be collecting gently used
clothes/shoes, toys, household
items, sports gear, holiday deco-
rations, etc. As you do your spring
cleaning consider donating those
items to St. Mary’s. Funds from
this sale are used for the yearly
heating costs of the church, parish
house and hall. Donations may be
left on the ramp of the hall from
now until the day of the sale.

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL
DINNER

Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-

APRIL 30,2025

bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: May 3

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: May 4
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

LIVING STONES EVENT FOR CLM
Watertown — The Commissioned
Lay Ministry Association of the
Jefferson-Lewis Deanery presents
Living Stones:"Jubilee Year-Redis-
cover Hope”

Date: May 8

Schedule: Welcoming remarks,
5:15 p.m.; Mass at 5:30, dinner
immediately following and con-
cluding with the program.

Cost: $10 per person if at-
tending dinner, no charge if only
coming to the program.

Features: The program will
be led by Fr. Garry Giroux with
his presentation “As we await the
Blessed Hope”

Contact: Register at: www.
rcdony.org/cim-event

DIOCESAN EVENTS

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Discernment is a call, listen with
others.It is a journey of faith,
traveling with companions. Are
you a single Catholic man, of
high school age or older, who
is hearing the Lord’s call to the
Priesthood? You are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette for the following
gatherings.

Place: St.Mary’s Church,
(anton

Date: May 3

Time: 10a.m.to 1 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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TV judge to give graduation address

By Tessa Gervasini
Catholic News Agency

Providence College has an-
nounced that Judge Frank Cap-
rio will speak to graduating
students in May, as his health
appears to be improving after
treatment for pancreatic can-
cer.

“I am excited and honored
to give the commencement
address at my alma mater,”
Caprio told CNA. The retired
judge graduated from Provi-
dence with a bachelor’s degree
in 1958. More than six decades
later, he is now scheduled to
return for the Rhode Island col-
lege’s 107th commencement.

Caprio, a Catholic, was a
judge for 40 years, primarily
working in Providence Munici-

pal Court. This led him to have
his own Emmy-nominated tele-
vision show, “Caught in Provi-
dence,” where he often showed
extraordinary compassion and
kindness to traffic violators,
earning him the title “the nicest
judge in the world.”

Caprio also became a suc-
cessful author after publishing
his memoir titled “Compassion
in the Court: Life-Changing
Stories from America’s Nicest
Judge,” which he wrote after
his pancreatic cancer diagnosis.

Caprio appeared on “EWTN
News In Depth” in February
and shared that his battle with
cancer had not been easy, but
he never lost faith. Since then,
the judge has stayed active on
social media and does not seem
to be letting his health slow

him down.

The 88-year-old posts dai-
ly on his Instagram account
where he appears to be physi-
cally improving. He shares mes-
sages and videos about how to
spread kindness and shares
with his 2.6 million followers
life lessons that his cancer di-
agnosis has taught him.

In a recent post he said: “Bat-
tling cancer has taught me
many things, but one of the
most profound lessons I've
learned is the importance of
telling the people around me I
love them.”

Caprio also often posts about
the importance of health and
exercising. He recently shared:
“Your health is worth the jour-
ney” and dedicated a post to
National Walking Day.

The judge seems to be busy
spending time with family,
holding book signings, appear-
ing on television shows for in-
terviews, and now preparing
for his upcoming commence-
ment speech.

In anticipation of the upcom-
ing ceremony, Caprio said: “The
warm messages I received from
around the world after the re-
cent EWTN story are helping to
provide the spiritual guidance
to give an inspiring message to
graduates.”

Providence College at the May
18 ceremony is also set to hon-
or Archbishop Richard Hen-
ning, who served as the ninth
bishop of the Diocese of Prov-
idence from 2023-24 until his
appointment as archbishop of
Boston last August.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Features: Lunch will be
provided.

Contact: Registration required,
please go to www.rcdony.org/
priesthooddiscernment. For
more information, contact Father
Howard Venette — hvenette@
rcdony.org

CLM RETREAT
Ogdensburg - All Commissioned
Lay Ministers and Candidates are
invited to register for the (LM
retreat.

Date: May 2- 4

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: Single, $240.00 pp;
Double, $190.00 pp; Suite (double
bed), $220.00 pp; Suite, $340.00
pp; Commuter, $100. All costs
include all meals.
Speaker: Father Leagon Carlin

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/ffmretreat

GUGGENHEIM CLEAN UP

WEEKEND

Saranac Lake — Help wanted in

cleaning up the Guggenheim Cen-

ter to get it ready for the summer.
Date: Start at 11a.m.May 16

and wrap up around 4 p.m. May

17

Features: It takes hours of
vacuuming, mopping, dusting,
window washing, scrubbing and
so on to get The Guggenheim
(enter ready for summer.(an you
share an hour,a day or a couple
of days to join us at Guggenheim
(lean-Up Weekend?

Contact: Please register to
help at https://forms.office.
com/r/PPDMGSTZGJ For more
information contact Deacon Jim
Crowley at 315-393-2920 or
jcrowley@rcdony.org

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Plattsburgh — If you or someone
you know is separated or divorced
and looking for hope and healing,
please consider joining us for the
Surviving Divorce Program.We are
now accepting registrations for
sessions held in Plattsburgh.

Date: Beginning May 13 on
Tuesdays

Time: 6 p.m.

Place: St. John XXIIl Newman
(enter

Cost: $25 to cover material
costs.

Contact: To register go to
https://www.rcdony.org/sur-

vivingdivorce For more infor-
mation or help with registering,
please contact Steve Tartaglia at
315-393-2920 startaglia@rcdony.
org.

LIFE-GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT
Utica — Healing retreat for adult
children of divorce or separation.

Date: May 16-18

Place: Good News Center

Cost: $100-$150 per person
(shared or single rooms) Scholar-
ships are available.

Features: Come for a greater
understanding of the wounds
left by your parents’ divorce or
separation, for advice concerning
love and trust of others, and for
an experience of Christ and com-
munity that will lead to deeper
self-understanding and healing.
The retreat is cosponsored by
the Dioceses of Ogdensburg and
Syracuse.

Contact:To register, please
go to https://LGWsyr.eventbrite.
com. If you have any questions,
please direct them to Erin Miller
at emiller@syrodio.org or 315-
472-6754 opt. 1 or Steve Tartaglia
at startaglia@rcdony.org or 315-
393-2920

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER OF
THE DIACONATE
Massena - Through the laying on
of hands and the invocation of
the Holy Spirit, the Most Bishop
Terry R. LaValley will Ordain to
the Order of Deacon Mr. Michelet
Boncoeur, Mr. Tyler Martin Fitz-
gerald and Mr.Dennis Mamwaha
Ombongi. You are cordially invited
to join in the Ordination Liturgy.

Date: May 24

Time: 11a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

Features: A Reception will
immediately follow the Liturgy at
Trinity Catholic School, 188 Main
Street, Massena, NY 13662.The
Ordination Mass may be viewed
at www.rcdony.org/ordination.
The Ordination Mass program
will be available at the same link
shortly before the Liturgy.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD
Saranac Lake — After-Abortion
Healing retreat to be held.
Date: May 23-25
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Features: If you are suffering
after an abortion, you're not
alone. Join others on a weekend

retreat of hope and healing.

Contact: For more information
cll Colleen 518-524-0774, email
cminer@rcdony.org or register
online: rcdony.org/pro-life/rv-re-
treat

DOMESTIC MISSION OPPORTU-
NITY

The North Country Mission of
Hope is offering a domestic
mission opportunity for anyone
14 years and older.

Date: Aug.9-15

Place: The mission will take
place in the Appalachian Region
of Southeast Kentucky.

Contact: Please contact
Deacon James Carlin for more
information, costs and an applica-
tion.The deadline for application
is May 30.
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE
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Many messages in complex Gospel

Let’s spend some time
reviewing today’s Gos-
pel, a rather long pas-
sage filled with events,
details and meaning.

The story un-
winds with a
group of disgrun-
tled men, under-
employed fish-
ermen, who had
placed their con-
fidence in Jesus.
But this Jesus
had been cruci-
fied and died. So,
filled with sor-
row, they are also
discouraged. Pe-
ter, being a type
of leader, says to the
group something like:
“Well, we have to get on
with our lives. So, I am
going fishing.” The oth-
ers join in. This was not
recreational fishing but
rather fishing to make a
living and fishing to get
something to eat.

They spend the night
fishing, but insult is

Msgr. Rob
H.Aucoin

added to injury. They
think that they failed
in choosing a leader,
Jesus, and now they
were unsuccessful at
what they used
to do for a living.
Towards dawn,
they see a man
on the shore,
but could not
make out who it
was, possibly be-
cause of the ear-
ly morning mist.
In response to
his question, the
disciples tell him
that they have
caught nothing.
Then, the man tells
them to do something
very strange: “toss the
net over the right side
of the boat.” This unex-
pected detail makes us
wonder how different
the availability of fish
could be from one side
of the boat to the oth-
er. The result was mi-
raculous - 153 fish, not

ert

QUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

Third Sunday of Easter

READINGS
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-190

just fish, but the Gospel
writer clearly details
that they were Ilarge
fish. Eventually, Peter
recognizes Jesus and
rushes to be with him
on shore.

What is happening in
all of this? In this short
story, that appears to
be merely recounting
an event, Jesus is teach-
ing his disciples and is
teaching us.

The disciples are like
us. We work hard. Some-
times our work produc-

es great results, and
sometimes it appears
that our work does

nothing for us or for
anyone else. Jesus, from
the shore, gave them
an alternative means
to reach their goal, a
means that should not

have worked - use the
right side instead of the
left.

Then, what about the
153 fish. Why be so spe-
cific? Zoologists at the
time the Gospels were
written believed that
there were 153 differ-
ent kinds of fish. Thus,
the message of Jesus
and the ministry of the
apostles should go to
the whole world.

Then, we have Je-
sus asking three times
whether Peter loves
him. Three times, Peter
responds with “yes.”
Three acts of love, acts
of faith from Peter that
are better understood
when compared with
his triple denial of Jesus
just before the crucifix-
ion.

The lessons of today’s
Gospel are abundant.
Like the disciples, we
may sometimes not be
able to recognize the
Lord even though he
is standing, not at the
shore, but at the edge
of our lives. Some mist,
some cloudy thinking

might keep us from see-
ing the God who is look-
ing for us.

In addition, if we
have always found God
on the left, and I don’t
mean politically, then
maybe, like the disci-
ples, we should throw
our nets out on the
right. The abundance of
what God will give us is
unlimited. Just as the
disciples had the 153
fish, the nets were suffi-
cient. So, too, ourselves,
our lives will bear much
fruit by following where
Jesus is leading us even
if we might feel uncom-
fortable.

Indeed, like Peter, we
have denied our Lord,
if not in words certain-
ly by our sins. But those
sins can be removed by
admitting our guilt seek
forgiveness as did Peter
and profess our faith
and our love of the Lord.

Today reminds us
that, left to ourselves,
we catch nothing. Fol-
lowing Our Lord, abun-
dance can flow in and
through our lives.

What is a Foster Grandparent?

Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to

=== PRAYER SUGGESTION ==

Eternal Father, Mass

we lift up to you these Rosary ) 3 . .
and all the priests of the world. Fasting children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for
Sanctify them. Day Offering

volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship,
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and
serves more than 100 kids per year.

Eucharistic Adoration
Offering of Sufferings
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Heal and guide them.

Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son, Jesus,

the Eternal High Priest.

May their lives be pleasing to
you. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen

Or whatever the Lord
inspires you to offer Him

Sometimes when you get &&
to be my age, you wake up =

(With ecclesiastical approval)

MAY

: THE MONTHLY PRAYER R

and say what good am | agess
Foster

DIOCESE OF 2025 The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese ~ and along came the Foster  Ganpuen

OGDENSBURG, NY of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency ~ Grandparent Program that

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY ~ WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY ) s . keeps me going! ”
T ———1 I 3 3 responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting.
Diocese of Ogdensburg BISHOP  [REV. REV. o
PO Box 369 TERRYR.  [TERRENCE R|CARTER G. Want more info about
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 LAVALLEY [PATTERSON |PIERCE 2

7 3 % - 3 g 10 SR 00 how to get started?
MSGR REV. REV. REV. REV. REV. l il .
LEEWARD J. | SONYG.  [PATRICKA. | WiLLIAM G.| OUR MARKR  |NICHOLAS & A Contact Melissa Howard,
POISSANT | PULICKAL |RATIGAN REAMER PASTOR REILLY J. REVILLA — “
Volunteer Coordinator
Rev. |1 - 12 13 14 LS . 16| N 17 PHONE:
CLEMENT 4 REV. REV. FOROUR . V. ifi 2 :
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HGN ROBINSON | ROCKER _ISCHIRMER | POPE SEYMOUR | SEYMOUR All you need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child
REV. 18 REV. 1 ?gﬂmgg Rev 21 22 REV. 23 REV. 24 on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your EMAIL:
AIAND.  [EJAMES |V SOLOMON| BRYAN D. | DECEASED |JamesV. | TODDE. experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent. mhoward@cathcharities.org
SHNOB SHURTLEFF |JR. STITT PRIESTS TETI THIBAULT
RV 5 51me 4 57 73 79 30 3 e PP )
JUSTIN SEY&,’};ﬁ‘ész fgwm] o ﬁN 3 ,'}fl“"m,.r muwl You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any 80 Park Street, Suite 2
- | VENETTE  |WESTHOFF |YONKOVIG | ALLEN | AMYOT current benefits you may already have as well as paid mileage for your travel. Additionally, you PO Box 701
T MOTE IO : —

O VISIT 1S OTIIING a1 WWW . MpIPApOState. Com, receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave.

Tupper Lake, NY 12986

A donation to helj EUAPVEOR

THE MONTHLY PRAYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS

sl be appreciate

The Monthly Prayer Request for Priests is graciously underwritten by:

www.myvocation.net
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Pope Francis

By Ines San Martin
The Pontifical Mission Societies

On Easter Monday,
April 21, 2025, Pope
Francis passed away at
the age of 88, just hours
after imparting the Eas-
ter Urbi et Orbi bless-
ing. His death, coming
at the close of the holi-
est days in the Christian
calendar, felt profound-
ly symbolic for a man
who spent his papacy
proclaiming the joy and
hope of the Gospel to
the world’s most forgot-
ten corners.

“Mission,” he once
said, “is a passion for
Jesus and at the same
time a passion for his
people.” It was this dual
passion that animated
his every step.”

Pope Francis traveled
- not to the traditional
centers of power, but to
the outskirts of the glob-
al map and the edges of
the human heart. His
first trip outside Rome
was to the Italian island
of Lampedusa, where he
mourned the deaths of
migrants lost at sea and
condemned the “global-
ization of indifference.”

From that moment
forward, Pope Francis’
passport filled with
stamps from countries
where popes had never
ventured before - Iraq,
South Sudan, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Mon-
golia, Papua New Guin-
ea. He turned the eyes
of the world to places
often overlooked, re-
minding us that Christ
is most present where
suffering is greatest.

He redefined what it
means to be Catholic
in the modern world -
not passive recipients
of the faith, but joyful
evangelizers. Not in-
stitutional caretakers,
but missionary disci-
ples. That vision would

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

inspire the Church’s
evangelizing efforts for
years to come, including
the work of The Pontif-
ical Mission Societies in
more than 1,100 mis-
sion territories around
the world.

Pope Francis’ mission-
ary zeal was insepara-
ble from his deep con-
cern for the poor. “The
worst discrimination
which the poor suffer,”
he wrote, “is the lack of
spiritual care.” In every
visit, in every speech, he
insisted that the Gos-
pel is good news for the
poor - not just in theo-
ry, but in lived, material
solidarity.

In the Central African
Republic, he opened the
first Holy Door of the
Jubilee Year of Mercy
- outside of Rome. In
the slums of Nairobi, he
condemned corruption
and economic injustice.
In Qaraqosh, Iraqg, he
knelt before Christian
survivors of ISIS vio-
lence. Time and again,
he reminded the world
that the Church does
not run from suffering;
it runs toward it.

These weren’t political
gestures; they were acts
of faith. He believed that
dialogue was not just di-
plomacy, but a form of
evangelization, rooted
in the Gospel’s call to
love and listen.

Francis was the first
pope from the Southern
Hemisphere, the first
Jesuit pope, the first to
take the name Francis.
But what defined his
pontificate was not nov-
elty, but mercy.

In his last years, in-
creasingly frail and reli-
ant on a wheelchair, he
did not stop. He contin-
ued to write, to travel, to
preach. In his final pub-
lic homilies, he urged
Catholics to never lose
the missionary spirit.
“The joy of the Gospel
fills the hearts and lives
of all who encounter Je-
sus,” he said in his first
exhortation. And until
his last breath, he re-
mained a witness to that
joy.

Pope Francis leaves
behind a Church trans-
formed - not without
tension or criticism but
renewed in its mission-
ary identity. He remind-
ed us that the Gospel is
not a museum piece but
a living word meant to
be shared.

At The Pontifical Mis-
sion Societies, we give
thanks for a Holy Fa-
ther who believed in our
work, who spoke pas-
sionately about the mis-
sions, and who taught
us that mission begins
with encounter - with
Christ, and with the
poor.

He once said, “I pre-
fer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and
dirty because it has
been out on the streets,
rather than a Church
which is unhealthy from
being confined.” In Pope
Francis, we saw exactly
that kind of Church - a
Church that walks, that
listens, that heals.

May he rest in the
peace of the Risen Lord
whom he served so
faithfully.

OBITUARIES

Altona - Daniel L. Brunell, 64;
Mass of Christian Burial April 24,
2025 at Holy Angels Church; burial
inTown of Ellenburg Mausoleum.

(Carthage - Jean B. (Gaspa)
Szalach, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial April 25,2025 at St. James
Church; burial in Lowville Rural
(emetery.

Chateaugay — Helen (Pois-

sant) Yelle, 67; Mass of Christian
Burial April 24,2025 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in Immaculate
Heart Cemetery, Churubusco.

Fort Covington — Gail M. (La-
Page) Jock, 80; Mass of Christian
Burial May 1,2025 at St. Mary’s
of the Fort; burial in St. Mary’s
(emetery.

Heuvelton — Eleanor Chambers,
92; Mass of Christian Burial April
29,2025 at St.Raphael’s Church.

Malone - Honorable Charles
“Charlie”S.Robert, 75; Funeral
Services April 24,2025 at St.

Mary-Murphy-Wilcox Funeral
Homel burial in St. John Bosco

(emetery.

0gdensburg — William “Bill" M.
Fraser, 81; Funeral Services April
24,2025 at Frary Funeral Home;
burial in Pine Hill Cemetery, Eel
Weir.

Ogdensburg — Helen A.
(Herman) Knepp, 86; Graveside
services April 21,2025 at Notre
Dame Cemetery.

0Ogdenshurg — Paul G. Montpetit,
91; Private services to be held;
burial in Oswegatchie Mausoleum.

0gdensburg — Dorothy (Bayard)
Smith, 82; Graveside services April
22,2025 at Pine Hill Cemetery,
Oswegatchie.

Peru - Jan M. (Sequin) LaBounty,
69; Funeral Services April 25,2025
at the Hamilton Funeral home;

burial in St. Augustine’s Cemetery.

Tupper Lake — Helen“Peg”
(Russell) Cole, 82; Funeral Services
April 25,2025 at Frary Funeral
Home; burial in Holy Name
(emetery.
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U.S. cardinal is overseeing Vatican affairs

By Hannah Brockhaus
(atholic News Agency

Following the death of Pope
Francis, an Irish-American car-
dinal is playing a leading role in
overseeing Vatican affairs until
the election of a new pope.

Cardinal Kevin Farrell is a key
figure in the papal succession
because of his appointment in
2019 as the camerlengo of the
apostolic chamber.

The responsibilities of the ca-
merlengo, or chamberlain, in-
clude ascertaining the pope’s
death, performing some of the
rites connected to a papal funer-
al, overseeing the preparations
for a conclave, and managing
the administration of the Holy
See until the election of the next
pope.

Farrell’s nomination as camer-
lengo was one of several marks
of the deep trust Pope Francis
placed in the Dublin-born cleric.

In 2016, the pope named Far-
rell prefect of the Dicastery for
the Laity, the Family, and Life,
which replaced the Pontifical
Council for the Laity and the
Pontifical Council for the Fam-
ily. He gave him the cardinal’s
red hat months later.

As prefect, Farrell oversaw the
planning of the World Meeting of
Families in Dublin in 2018 and
in Rome in 2022. He also over-
saw World Youth Day in Panama
in 2019 and in Portugal in 2023.

In 2020, Pope Francis put the
cardinal in charge of a commit-

tee monitoring internal Vatican
financial decisions that fell out-
side other accountability norms,
making him uniquely informed
about Vatican finances among
the hierarchy.

In 2022, the pope also ap-
pointed Farrell chairman of a
new commission to oversee in-
vestments.

At the start of 2024, the car-
dinal added another position to
his list of responsibilities: presi-
dent of the court of cassation —
the Vatican’s so-called “supreme
court” — in another papal nom-
ination.

In his most recent sign of trust
in Farrell, Pope Francis also put
the cardinal in charge of the re-
form of the Vatican’s gravely un-
balanced pension fund, naming
him “sole administrator,” at a
critical juncture.

At the death of the pope, Far-
rell ceased each of these roles —
except for camerlengo.

Kevin Joseph Farrell was born
in Ireland on Sept. 2, 1947. He
entered the Congregation of the
Legionaries of Christin 1966 and
was ordained to the priesthood
on Dec. 24, 1978. Farrell studied
at the University of Salamanca in
Spain and the Pontifical Gregori-
an University and Pontifical Uni-
versity of St. Thomasin Rome.

He served as chaplain of the
Legion of Christ’'s apostolic
movement Regnum Christi at the
University of Monterrey in Mexi-
co. He later denied having prior
knowledge of sexual abuse on

the part of the Legion of Christ’s
founder, Marcial Maciel.

After leaving the Legionaries,
Farrell was incardinatedin the
Archdiocese of Washington in
1984, serving in roles including
director of the Spanish Catho-
lic Center before becoming the
archdiocese’s finance officer in
1989.

Farrell caused controversy in
2018 after he suggested in an
interview with an Irish Catholic
magazine that priests lacked the
necessary experience to provide
adequate marriage preparation
to engaged couples.

The comment echoed a state-
ment of his from 2017 that
priests have “no credibility when
it comes to living the reality of
marriage.”

The cardinal was a prominent
defender of Pope Francis’ con-
troversial 2016 apostolic exhor-
tation on love in the family, Am-
oris Laetitia.

“There is nothing in Amoris
Laetitia that is contrary to the
Gospel,” he said in 2019. “What
does Francis do? He goes to
the Gospel. Look at every chap-
ter, it’s straight out of one of
the Gospels or the letters of St.
Paul.”

As prefect of the Dicastery for
the Laity, the Family, and Life,
Farrell helped coordinate the
Vatican’s initiatives for the Am-
oris Laetitia Family Year, mark-
ing the fifth anniversary of the
text’s publication.

The camerlengo is one of only

a few major officials of the Ro-
man Curia who does not lose his
office while the papacy is vacant.
The camerlengo, whose role is
regulated by the 1996 document
Universi Dominici Gregis and
the 2022 apostolic constitution
Praedicate Evangelium, adminis-
ters Church finances and prop-
erty during the interregnum.

Paragraph 17 of Universi Do-
minici Gregis says that “the ca-
merlengo of Holy Roman Church
must officially ascertain the
pope’s death” and “must also
place seals on the pope’s study
and bedroom,” and later “the en-
tire papal apartment.”

The camerlengo is also respon-
sible for notifying the cardinal
vicar for Rome of the pope’s
death. The cardinal vicar then
notifies the people of Rome by
special announcement. The ca-
merlengo takes possession of
the Apostolic Palace in the Vat-
ican and the palaces of the Lat-
eran and of Castel Gandolfo and
manages their administration.
As Pope Francis resided in the
Casa Santa Marta in Vatican City
and not the Apostolic Palace,
the camerlengo will also be re-
quired to take possession and
seal those quarters as well for
the duration of the sede vacante.

Only the pope may choose the
cardinal to fill the position of
camerlengo, though he may also
leave it vacant, in which case, the
College of Cardinals would hold
an election to fill the office at
the start of a sede vacante.

Buffalo to pay $150 million abuse settlement

By Daniel Payne
(atholic News Agency

The Diocese of Buffa-
lo, New York, will pay
out a massive $150 mil-
lion sum as part of a
settlement with victims
of clergy sexual abuse
there.

The diocese said in a
press release that the di-
ocese itself, along with
parishes and affiliates,
would provide the pay-
ment “to survivors of
sexual abuse for acts per-
petrated against them by
clergy, religious, lay em-
ployees, and volunteers.”

The settlement amount
was still set to be voted
on by abuse victims and
approved by U.S. bank-
ruptcy court, but the
proposal has been ac-
cepted by the committee
of abuse survivors in the
suit, the diocese said.

The settlement “rep-
resents an essential mile-
stone on this protracted
and arduous journey,
and importantly, enables
us to finally provide a
measure of financial res-
titution to victim-sur-
vivors, which has been
our primary objective all
along,” Bishop Michael

Fisher said on Tuesday.

“While indeed a steep
sum, no amount of mon-
ey can undo the tremen-
dous harm and suffering
the victim survivors have
endured, or eliminate the
lingering mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual pain
they have been forced to
carry throughout their
lives,” the prelate said.

The diocese said it was
still in talks with insurers
“to determine amounts
to be added to the final
settlement fund from
prevailing coverages.”

In a press release pro-
vided to CNA, New York

law firm Jeff Anderson &
Associates, which repre-
sented abuse victims in
the suit, said the amount
was “the second-largest
contribution by a bank-
rupt Roman Catholic
institution and its affili-
ates in any Roman Cath-
olic bankruptcy case to
date.”

The settlement is “a
major step forward to
reaching a long-awaited
resolution for the hun-
dreds of strong, heroic
survivors who came for-
ward in the Diocese of
Buffalo,” attorney Stacey
Benson said in the re-

lease.

The parties in the suit
“continue to negotiate
nonmonetary terms of
the settlement, including
strengthening child pro-
tection measures and the
release of diocesan doc-
uments pertaining to the
accused perpetrators,”
the law firm noted.

The payout comes sev-
eral months after the
largest diocesan-level
bankruptcy settlement
in U.S. history, when the
Diocese of Rockville Cen-
tre - also in New York -
agreed to pay $323 mil-
lion to abuse victims.





