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U.S. leaders celebrate first Ainerican pope 
By Tyler Arnold 
Catholic News Agency 

platform, Truth Social. ment with his wife. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
and Vice President JD Vance, 
along with former presidents Joe 
Eiden and Barack Obama, Illinois 
Gov. JB Pritzker, and scores of 
other elected officials through­
out the country expressed joy 
and excitement over the selec­
tion of the first American pope, 
who is from Chicago. 

"It is such an honor to real­
ize that he is the first American 
pope," Trump added. "What ex­
citement, and what a great honor 
for our country. I look forward 
to meeting Pope Leo XIV. It will 
be a very meaningful moment!" 

Vice President JD Vance, who 
is a convert to Catholicism, also 
congratulated the new pontiff in 
a post on X. 

"I'm sure millions of American 
Catholics and other Christians 
will pray for his successful work 
leading the Church," the vice 
president said. "May God bless 
him!" 

"Habemus papam - May God 
bless Pope Leo XIV of Illinois," 
the former president said. "Jill 
and I congratulate him and wish 
him success." 

Chicago officials beam with 
hometown pride 

Former president Barack 
Obama, who spent much of his 
adult life living in Chicago, is­
sued a statement with his wife, 
Michelle, congratulating "a fel­
low Chicagoan, His Holiness 
Pope Leo XIV." 

Leo XIV ushers in a new chap­
ter that I join those in our state 
welcoming in at a time when we 
need compassion, unity, and 
peace," the governor said. 

Chicago Mayor Brandon John­
son expressed joy over the news 
in a post on X and has already 
encouraged a papal visit back to 
his hometown. 

"Everything dope, including 
the pope, comes from Chicago!" 
the mayor said. "Congratula­
tions to the first American Pope 
Leo XIV! We hope to welcome 
you back home soon." 

Pope Leo XIV - formerly Car­
dinal Robert Francis Prevost -
was selected by the College of 
Cardinals in Rome Thursday on 
the second day of the papal con­
clave to serve as the immediate 
successor to Pope Francis, who 
died on April 21. 

He is the first pope from the 
United States and from North 
America. Francis was the first 
pope from South America. 

Secretary of State Marco Ru­
bio, who is Catholic, also shared 
congratulatory remarks: "May 
God grant him wisdom, courage, 
and grace as he carries out his 
sacred ministry." 

"This is a historic day for the 
United States, and we will pray 
for him as he begins the sacred 
work of leading the Catholic 
Church and setting an example 
for so many, regardless of faith," 
Obama said. 

Pritzker, who has served as 
the Illinois governor since 2019, 
referred to "the first American 
leading the Catholic Church" as 
a "historic moment" in a post on 
X. 

In his first address, Pope Leo 
XIV urged people to build bridg­
es through dialogue and encoun­
ter to work toward unity and 
peace. 

The Holy Father expressed his 
desire to "walk together . . . as a 
united Church, always searching 
for peace, justice, and trying to 
always work as men and women 
faithful to Jesus Christ, without 
fear to proclaim the Gospel, to 
be missionaries." 

"Congratulations to Cardinal 
Robert Francis Prevost, who was 
just named pope," Trump said 
in a post on his social media 

Former President Joe Eiden, 
who was the second Catholic 
president to serve in the White 
House, also celebrated the news 
in a post on X in a joint state- "Hailing from Chicago, Pope 

Catholic scientists looks at origins, iniracles 
By Jonah McKeown 
Catholic News Agency 

The 2025 Conference 
of the Society of Cath­
olic Scientists (SCS) will 
take place June 6-8 at 
The Catholic University 
of America in Washing­
ton, D.C., with several 
talks set to address the 
origins of the human 
race from scientific, 
theological, and philo­
sophical perspectives. 

Stephen Barr, a physi­
cist at the University of 
Delaware and founder 
of the group, told CNA 
he expects this year's 
convention to attract ap­
proximately 150 attend­
ees, including a signif­
icant number of young 
participants, mainly 
graduate students. The 
SCS has grown to over 
2,000 members world­
wide since its founding 
in 2016, with its first an­
nual conference taking 
place in 2017. 

Key topics this year 

include studies on the 
human mind, free will, 
and the relationship be­
tween neuroscience and 
philosophical views on 
human nature. In ad­
dition, three separate 
talks on human origins 
will explore the Catholic 
Church's views on evo­
lution. 

On the society's web­
site, the SCS describes 
itself as an answer to 
the call of St. John Paul 
II that "members of the 
Church who are active 
scientists" be of service 
to those who are at­
tempting to "integrate 
the worlds of science 
and religion in their own 
intellectual and spiritual 
lives." 

He said one of the 
main goals of the SCS 
annual conference is to 
be a place where Cath­
olic scientists meet one 
another and have spiri­
tual and intellectual fel­
lowship. 

"[W]hat we want to do 

is break that vicious cy­
cle and show the world 
and each other that 
there are a lot of reli­
gious scientists ... There 
are a lot of Catholic sci­
entists out there," Barr 
said. 

"I think our organiza­
tion will help younger 
Catholics in science see 
that ... they're part of a 
very large community" 
and will help them to 
"overcome their sense 
of isolation [and] make 
them more confident." 

Barr previously told 
CNA that despite the 
large numbers of scien­
tists who are religious, 
many of them likely feel 
they cannot share their 
faith openly in their 
workplaces. Despite the 
Church's long-standing 
support of science, Barr 
said he still encounters 
the misconception that 
most scientists are athe­
ists. 

"[R]eligious scientists 
tend to b e a little quiet-

er and maybe more cau­
tious because they're 
playing it safe ... You 
keep your head down 
a little bit. Why invite 
trouble?" he said. 

Last year's confer­
ence, held at Mundelein 
Seminary northwest of 
Chicago, focused heav­
ily on artificial intel­
ligence. Barr said this 
year's event will fea­
ture a variety of topics 
rather than focusing on 
just one. While most of 
the speakers are highly 
trained scientists, "fully 
a third of the talks" will 
be given by theologians 
or philosophers, Barr 
noted. 

Philosopher and Do­
minican Father Anselm 
Ramelow will discuss 
"Free Will, Aquinas, and 
the Brain," addressing 
claims from neurosci­
ence suggesting humans 
might not have free will 
and are merely "ma­
chines." 

Renowned Harvard 

mathematician Martin 
Nowak will present a 
talk on "Does Mathe­
matics Lead to God?" 
- the first time an SCS 
conference has featured 
a talk specifically on 
mathematics, Barr said. 
And a cosmologist from 
Arizona State Univer­
sity, Rogier Windhorst, 
will discuss the James 
Webb Space Telescope 
and what it has discov­
ered since it launched in 
late 2021. 

The conference will 
also feature an af­
ter-dinner talk by Ross 
Douthat from the New 
York Times, a Catholic 
convert who will discuss 
his new book "Believe: 
Why Everyone Should 
Be Religious," which 
references scientific ev­
idence through a reli­
gious worldview. 

The 2025 conference 
is open to both SCS 
members and nonmem­
bers and will be lives­
treamed for free. 



12 AROUND THE DIOCESE NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 
BLACK FLY SK RUN, WALK, 
ROLL OR STROLL 
Saranac Lake- It's time to run, 
walk, roll, or stroll your way 
through the 2025 Black Fly SK 
while supporting the tuition as­
sistance program at St. Bernard's 
School! 

Date: June 7 
Time: Check in begins at 12 

p.m., race begins at 1 p.m. 
Place: Dewey Mountain Recre­

ation Center 
Cost: Adult, $27.50; Student 

$22.20; Family Discount: Families 
of four or more receive a $10 
discount with our special Family 
Rate during registration. Regis­
tration Bonus: Participants will 
receive at-shirt made by Stacked 
Graphics (register early to ensure 
your size is available!),a tin of 
Bye Bye Blackfly all-natural insect 
repellent, and a free ice cream 
cone certificate from Teddy's Ice 
Cream in Bloomingdale! 

Features: Whether you're a 
competitive runner chasing a 
personal best or a family looking 
for a fun afternoon outdoors, ev­
eryone is welcome. We're excited 
to offer a 1 K Student Fun Run 
- one scenic loop on the trails, 
perfect for younger participants 
who want to join the excitement 
without the full SK distance! 

Contact: Sign-Up: https:// 
runsign up.com/Race/NY /Sarana­
cLake/StBsBlackFly5K 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

THE RESCUE PROJECT 
Brushton - Have you ever won­
dered Why there is something 
rather that nothing?Why is the 
world so obviously messed up? 
What if anything has God done 
about it? And how should I 
respond? Join us to discover how 
AWESOME the Good News that is 
the Gospel really is! 

Date: May 14 and continues 
for 9 weeks 

Time:6p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Hall 
Cost: $10 donation to cover the 

cost of the books would be greatly 
appreciated but is not required. 

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese''. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

Mass, Exposition and Benediction 
every first Friday of the month. 

Date: June 6 
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass followed 
by Exposition ofthe Blessed 
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 

CONCERT 
Peru - Mission of Hope Fund­
raising Concert featuring Towne 
Meeting. 

Date: June 8 
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 
Place: St.Augustine's Church 
Features: Admission by Dona­

tion. Towne Meeting is known for 
their powerful vocal harmonies 
and engaging performances. 
Oriented in folk, their music 
branches into many other genres, 

l----------.------------7 from Americana to acoustic rock. 
Features: Come and hear the 

Gospel in a new and compelling 
way: How God CREATED every­
thing good and how we were 
CAPTURED. How Jesus came and 
RESCUED us and how we can 
RESPOND to this amazingly Hope­
filled GOOD NEWS! Each Session 
consists of a video, a short snack 
break and small group discussion 
facilitated by Deacon Lee Trudeau 
and Marika Donders. 
Participant guides will be 
provided. 

Contact: For more informa­
tion contact Marika Donders at 
mdonders@rcdony.org 

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS 
Ellenburg Center - Soaking 
Prayers Sessions to be held every 
third Thursday of the month. 

Date: May 15,June 19,July 17, 
Aug.21,Sept.18 and Oct.16 

Time: 10a.m.to2 p.m. 
Place: Our Lady of the Adiron­

dacks House of Prayer 
Features: Sessions are 

offered by Eve McGill, Living 
Waters Ministry. Soaking Prayer is 
surrendering yourselfto the Holy 
Spirit in a relaxed atmosphere 
and being immersed in the Holy 
Spirit. A short introduction is giv­
en about the flow of the session 
followed by a 30-minute praise 
and worship segment to invoke 
the Holy Spirit. The remainder 

of the time is spent listening to 
the direction of the Holy Spirit 
through Scripture readings and 
being open to receive healing 
at any level: emotional, psycho­
logical, physical,spiritual,and 
generational. Includes praise and 
worship, soaking prayer, witness/ 
group sharing, lunch (bring your 
own bagged lunch), and recita­
tion of the Rosary. 

Contact: evemcgill16@charter. 
net or call 518-645-2648 

CAR SHOW 
Mooers Forks- St. Ann's to have 
their 7th Annual Car Show. 

Date: June 1 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Ann's Grounds 
Features: Kids Power Wheels 

Show (Entry Fee $10); Hot Wheel 
Races for Kids ($5) and Adults 
($10), cost includes car; Vehicle 
Pre-Register for $15 or $20 for the 
day of the show between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Set up a craft table 
for $20. Top 40 picks and special 
awards will be at 3 p.m. There 
will be a Craft Fair, Theme Baskets, 
food and entertainment. 

Contact: For more info or 
to pre-register your vehicle call 
518-236-5632 or 518-236-7200 
or 518-565-6754 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Champlain - St.Mary's to have 

All proceeds benefit North Coun­
try Mission of Hope. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

DRIVE THRU DINNER 
Lyons Falls - St. John's church to 
have their next drive thru dinner. 

Date: May 20 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Cost: $12 
Menu: Spaghetti with sausage 

and meatballs, tossed salad, 
Italian bread, and dessert. 

Features: We are going to 
work with our local meat market 
in Port Leyden for the meat for 
this dinner. That being Hartley's 
Meat Market. Let's support our lo­
cal church and our new business! 

Contact: Remember, deliveries 
are available. To reserve your 
dinner,call 315-348-8945 or 315-
348-8577 as soon as possible. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Altar 
and Rosary Society is sponsoring 
a spaghetti dinner. 

Date: May 22 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: Downstairs in St. Antho­

ny's church in Msgr. Se chi Hall 
Cost: Adu It, $12; Chi Id, $8 
Features: Take-outs available, 

please bring your own container. 
Contact: For more information 

contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190 
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RUMMAGE SALE 
Evans Mills- St. Mary's is holding 
their annual Rummage Sale. 

Date: May 23 and 24 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Parish Center 
Contact: 315-629-4678 or 

evansmillssec@rcdony.org 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville- Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: June 1 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father John Cosmic 
#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 

Date: June 8 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: St.James Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; 

Children under 10, $5; Family of 
4, $30 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 
Baked Goods,Juice,and Coffee 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

ST. LAWRENCE 

ACIES 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will present the ACIES ceremony. 

Date: June 1 
Time: Afterthel 1 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: Catholics are invited 

to renew their devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. ACIES means 
ARMY DRESSED IN BATTLE OF 
ARRAY in Latin and demonstrates 
the Legion mission to unite with 
the Blessed Virgin and stand 
against evil. Prayers, music 
and hymns will be followed by 
refreshments. Anyone who loves 
our Blessed Mother is invited to 
attend. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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Around the diocese 
DIOCESAN EVENTS 

GUGGENHEIM 
CLEAN UP WEEKEND 
Saranac Lake - Help wanted in 
cleaning up the Guggenheim Cen­
ter to get it ready for the summer. 

Date: Start at 11 a.m. May 16 
and wrap up around 4 p.m. May 
17 

Features: It takes hours of 
vacuuming, mopping, dusting, 
window washing, scrubbing and 
so on to get The Guggenheim 
Center ready for summer. Can you 
share an hour,a day or a couple 
of days to join us at Guggenheim 
Clean-Up Weekend? 

Contact: Please register to 
help at https://forms.office. 
com/r/PPDMGsTZGJ For more 
information contact Deacon Jim 
Crowley at 315-393-2920 or 
jcrowley@rcdony.org 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
Plattsburgh - If you or someone 
you know is separated or divorced 
and looking for hope and healing, 
please consider joining us for the 
Surviving Divorce Program. We are 
now accepting registrations for 
sessions held in Plattsburgh. 

Date: Beginning May 13 on 
Tuesdays 

Time:6p.m. 
Place: St.John XXIII Newman 

Center 
Cost: $25 to cover material 

costs. 
Contact: To register go to 

https://www.rcdony.org/sur­
vivingdivorce For more infor­
mation or help with registering, 
please contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 startaglia@rcdony. 
org. 

LIFE-GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Utica - Healing retreat for adult 
children of divorce or separation. 

Date: May 16-18 
Place: Good News Center 
Cost: $100-$150 per person 

(shared or single rooms) Scholar­
ships are available. 

Features: Come for a greater 
understanding of the wounds 

,---------..,---lr----i---------,-;--

Towne Meeting will perform a concert to raise funds for North Country Mission of Hope at St. Augustine's 
Church in Peru on June 8 at 7 p.m. Oriented in folk, Towne Meeting's music branches into many other 
genres, from Americana to acoustic rock. All proceeds benefit North Country Mission of Hope. 

left by your parents' divorce or Place: Sacred Heart Church rcdony.org 
separation, for advice concerning Features: A Reception will 
love and trust of others, and for immediately follow the Liturgy at 
an experience of Christ and com- Trinity Catholic School, 188 Main 
munity that will lead to deeper Street, Massena, NY 13662. The 
self-understanding and healing. Ordination Mass may be viewed 
The retreat is cosponsored by at www.rcdony.org/ordination. 
the Dioceses of Ogdensburg and The Ordination Mass program 
Syracuse. will be available at the same link 

Contact: To register, please shortly before the Liturgy. 
go to https:/ /LGWsyr.eventbrite. 
com. If you have any questions, 
please direct them to Erin Miller 
at emiller@syrodio.org or 315-
472-6754 opt.1 or Steve Tartaglia 
at startaglia@rcdony.org or 315-
393-2920 

ORDINATION TO THE 
ORDER OF THE DIACONATE 
Massena -Through the laying on 
of hands and the invocation of 
the Holy Spirit, the Most Bishop 
Terry R. La Valley will Ordain to 
the Order of Deacon Mr. Michelet 
Boncoeur, Mr. Tyler Martin Fitz­
gerald and Mr. Dennis Mamwaha 
Ombongi. You are cordially invited 
to join in the Ordination Liturgy. 

Date:May24 
Time: 11 a.m. 

ORGAN RECITAL & PILGRIMAGE 
Ogdensburg - Make your pilgrim­
age to St. Mary's Cathedral and 
hear some wonderful music from 
Dr. Michal Szostak, International 
Concert Organist, Improviser, and 
Researcher. 

Date:May22 
Time:7p.m. 
Features: Dr. Szostak will 

improvise on pieces by Bach, 
Buxtehude, Beethoven, Strauss, 
and Lefebure-Wely while incorpo­
rating requests from the audience 
of hymns that provide a sense 
of hope. This concert is free and 
open to the public. 

Contact: For more information 
call Christine Bookman at 315-
393-3930 or ogdensburgmusic@ 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD 
Saranac Lake- After-Abortion 
Healing retreat to be held. 

Date: May 23-25 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Features: If you are suffering 

after an abortion, you're not 
alone. Join others on a weekend 
retreat of hope and healing. 

Contact: For more information 
call Colleen 518-524-0774,email 
cminer@rcdony.org or register 
on line: rcdony.org/pro-life/rv-re­
treat 

DOMESTIC MISSION 
OPPORTUNITY 
The North Country Mission of 
Hope is offering a domestic 
mission opportunity for anyone 
14 years and older. 

Date: Aug. 9 - 15 
Place: The mission will take 

place in the Appalachian Region 
of Southeast Kentucky. 

Contact: Please contact 
Deacon James Carlin for more 
information, costs and an applica­
tion. The deadline for application 

is May 30. 

CAMP GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake- Camp Guggen­
heim registration is now open. 
Dates: Session 1 - (11-14 yrs 
old) - July 6 to July 11 ;Session 2 -
(12-15 yrs old)- July 13 to July 18; 
Session 3- (12-15 yrs old)-July 
20 to July 25; Session 4- (12-15 
yrs old) - July 27 to Aug.1; Session 
5 - (16-18 yrs old}-Aug. 3 to 
Aug.8 

Cost: $425, scholarships are 
available 

Features: Don't miss this 
opportunity to grow in your faith 
while enjoying a full camp experi­
ence in beautiful Saranac Lake! 

Contact: To register go to: 
www.rcdony.org/youth/ camp 
To inquire about financial aid 
please email Jeannie Grizzuto at 
jgrizzuto@rcdony.org 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake- Registration for 
Family Guggenheim is now open. 

Date: Session 1:Aug.14-17; 
Session 2: Aug. 21-24; Session 3: 
Oct.10-12 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families to come enjoy 
a special weekend in the beauty 
of the Adirondacks. Expect fun 
family workshops and activities 
that will have you working and 
laughing together. Take time 
for great outdoor activities like 
paddle boat rides, beach volley­
ball,and hiking.You are never too 
young or too old to enjoy being 
family at Camp Guggenheim! 

Contact: Registration is open 
now at https:/ /www.rcdony.org/ 
fg Financial assistance is available. 
For more information, contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 
or startaglia@rcdony.org. 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

When we talk about love 
If you're looking for 

something to do, search 
the word "love" on Goo­
gle, iTunes and whatever 
website site you prefer. 
For example, in 
works of Shake­
speare, the word 
"love" appears 
2,146 times while 
"hate" is found 
less than 200 
times. Magazine 
stories and book-

is not new; loving as 
did Jesus is new. Jesus' 
manner of loving was 
different, so different 
that we have never ful­

ly understood its 
depth, nor have 
we been able to 
implement the 
fullness of its re­
ality. 

We are del­
uged with the 
word love that 

store sections means whatev-
are devoted to Msgr. Robert er the writer, 
love, either actu- H.Aucoin speaker, singer, 
al, romanticized, ====== playwright or or­
or fantasized. Of dinary Joe wants 
course, on occasion the the word to mean. A 
word is used to express long-ago popular song 
the relationship of one said: "Love is a many 
person with another, splendored thing" - note 
hoping that the other carefully, a thing. Others 
responds in a reciprocal call it an emotion, a feel­
manner. ing, an understanding or 

In today's Gospel Jesus even a frame of mind. 
speaks of love. "I give At the end of the day, 
you a new command- who can know what love 
ment: love one anoth- means? 
er. As I have loved you, So, the two basic ques­
so you also should love tions are: how do we 
one another. This is how love? How does Jesus 
all will know that you love? Let me give an ex­
are my disciples, if you ample. 
have love for one anoth- In "Beauty and the 
er." Is Jesus telling his Beast, a curse had turned 
disciples that the new the handsome prince 
commandment is one of into an ugly monster, a 
love? After all, love had beast shunned by all. A 
been around a long time kiss, an act of love from 
before Jesus. No, loving a princess, restores his 

May18 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

READINGS 
Acts 14:21-27 

Revelation r :1-5a 
John 13:31-33a, 34-35 

beauty. While not as ro­
mantic, the interaction 
between Jesus and hu­
manity is very similar. 
God created mankind to 
be beautiful and hand­
some. In time, with Ad­
am's sin, original sin, 
we became sinners, in­
capable of true beauty. 
Only through Jesus' act 
of love, his crucifixion, 
could humanity become 
beautiful, free from sin 
once again. 

Jesus' love for oth­
ers endures. No matter 
what the person does, 
Jesus still loves. On the 
other hand, our love can 
be so very temporary. I 
just love this song; I love 
meatloaf; I love my so­
cial club; and the list can 
go on and on. But the fa­
vorite, most loved tune, 
can easily be replaced 
with another. Those 
kinds of love can wane 
over time. 

Jesus' love for oth­
ers meant that he gave 

of himself. The long 
hours of preaching, 
the one more miracle 
even though he was ex­
hausted, the visit to the 
sinner's home, self-giv­
ing that ends up in his 
own death, the greatest 
self-giving of all. 

Look into the lives 
of others you know or, 
indeed, into your own 
life. In how many of 
your relationships are 
you looking for "what 
am I going to get out of 
this?" "What's in it for 
me?" "How am I going 
to profit?" "What is the 
payback?" Jesus never 
asked such questions. 
He simply gave of him­
self so that others might 
enjoy life. 

Who deserves our 
love? Mother Theresa 
gives a quick and easi­
ly understood answer. 
"Who deserves our love? 
The ones who don't de­
serve our love." 

Jesus' love for each 
person he met trans­
formed that person. His 
love of humanity trans­
formed humanity. Jesus 
is telling us in today's 
Gospel that our love for 
others can transform 
them as well as trans­
form us. 

The kind of love exer­
cised by Jesus was a love 
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covery of fire trans­
formed the world. Jesus 
is telling us that lov­
ing as he loved us will 
likewise transform the 
world. 

The fact that some 
people are annoying, re­
pulsive, dumb or what­
ever adjective we would 
like to use seems to keep 
us from loving them. But 
that is where Christian 
love kicks in. Jesus chal­
lenges us to love even 
when not convenient 
or comfortable. Saint 
Mother Theresa tells us 
how to do it: "God does 
not want our deeds; 
God wants the love that 
prompts them." Mother 
Theresa also states that 
this kind of love does 
not mean doing great 
things, but only little 
things with great love. 

The Gospel message 
is a transforming one, 
meant to transform us 
and those we love. The 
all-encompass challenge 
asks us to become the 
best versions of our­
selves by loving others 
with small deeds done 
with great love. 

Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin, a French Jesuit, 
said it this way: "Some­
day, after mastering the 
winds, the waves, the 
tides, and gravity, we 
shall harness for God 
the energies of love, 
and then, for the second 
time in the history of the 
world, man will discover 
fire." 
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OBITUARIES 
Brushton - Ernest E. Russell 
Jr., 75; Mass of Christian Burial Malone - Chester L. Lawrence, 
May 9, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; 82; Graveside Services May 10, 
burial in parish cemetery. 2025 at Mound Hill Cemetery, 

Nicholville. 
Carthage - Michael John F. Hall, 
68; Mass of Christian Burial May Mooers Forks- Eugene E. 
13, 2025 at St.James Church; Bushey, 78; Mass of Christian 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery, Burial May 8, 2025 at St. Ann's 
Evans Mills. Church. 

Fort Covington - Mary C. Ogdensburg - Edna Mae 
(Latulipe) Miller, 95; Mass of (Redmond) Ashley, 93; Mass of 
Christian Burial May 12,2025 Christian Burial May 8, 2025 at 
at St. Mary's Church; burial in Notre Dame Church; burial in 
Elmwood Cemetery. Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Ricky C. Cook, Plattsburgh - Lori Lee 
65; Mass of Christian Burial May (Provost) Martioski, 47; Mass of 
9, 2025 at St. Regis Church. Christian Burial May 15,2025 at 

CELEBRATING 
MILESTONE 
ANNIVERSARY 

Father Donald Robinson, pas­
tor at St. Andrew's Church in 
Sackets Harbor and the Cath­
olic Community of Brownville 
and Dexter, was honored with 
flowers and cake to mark his 
45th ordination anniversary. 

St. Peter's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Potsdam - Elizabeth (Gallup) 
Fogarty, 98; Mass of Christian 
Burial May 27, 2025 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Richard F. Edson, 
86; Mass of Christian Burial May 
14, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Tupper Lake - Richard J. Mur-
phy, 92; Mass of Christian Burial 
May 9,2025 at St.Alphonsus 
Church; burial in St.Alphonsus 
Cemetery. 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 

~~t:tf.ftt The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
~ Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

TPMS welcomes 
Pope Leo XIV 

Statement from National Director of The Pontifical 
Mission Societies USA, Monsignor Roger J. Landry, 
on the Election of Pope Leo XIV- "The Pontifical 
Mission Societies in the USA rejoices in the historic 
election of the first pontiff from the United States 
of America, Leo XIV, Chicago native Robert Cardinal 
Prevost, a missionary at heart who served for many 
years as a priest and bishop bringing Christ and his 
Gospel to the people in rural Peru. Together with all 
of our fellow American Catholics and citizens, and 
with all those served in the 1,124 missionary dio­
ceses and territories across the world, we commit 
ourselves to praying for him and his intentions as 
he continues the work of Peter as a fisher of men 
throughout the globe." 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg, INC. Would also like to give Pope Leo 
XIV our wholehearted welcome. We are grateful for 
his missionary heart, especially his time spent in 
Peru, a country that has ties to our own diocese 
through our former mission parish in Mollendo. Let 
us all pray for Pope Leo XIV's intentions and health 
and continue our support for the Pope's Missions. 

~~ -=~ 
t'7MONASTERY CARD SHOP~S 

Canfs for AU Occasions 
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Bishop, 
New York 

Conference 
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in giving thanks to 
God for the election of 
Pope Leo XIV, formerly 
Cardinal Robert Francis 
Prevost," the Confer­
ence said in a statement. 
""As the first American 
pope, Pope Leo's elec­
tion by the College of 
Cardinals is of course a 
moment of deep nation­
al pride for U.S. Catho­
lics. More importantly, 
Pope Leo brings a conti­
nuity with the ministry 
of Pope Francis, while 
at the same time gift­
ing the Church with his 
own unique perspective 
as a son of Chicago, an 
Augustinian priest and 
provincial of that or­
der, a missionary and 
bishop in Peru, and a 
high-ranking Vatican 
official as prefect for 
the Dicastery of Bish­
ops. With his choice of 
the name Leo, he clearly 
signals a deep commit­
ment to Catholic social 
teaching and support 
for working men and 
women." 

The Catholic Confer­
ence also took note of 
the Holy Father's first 
words to the world af­
ter election. 

"In emerging on the 
balcony at St. Peter's 
Basilica, Pope Leo's 
first words were 'Peace 
be with you,' which he 
noted were the Risen 
Christ's first words in 
the Gospel to his Apos­
tles,'' the Conference 
statement said. "He 
spoke of the need for 
peace in our world, and 
we pray that his min­
istry serves as an in­
strument of that peace. 
As Americans, we also 
pray that his election 
serves as a much-need­
ed moment of evangeli­
zation and renewal for 
the Church in our cher­
ished homeland." 

NEW ASSOCIATES OF THE SISTERS OF ST.JOSEPH 

The Sisters of St. Joseph recently celebrated the entrance 
of nine Candidates as Associates of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
The ceremony was celebrated with prayer and followed by a 
reception at St. Anthony's Church, Watertown. These associates 
will continue to carry forward the charism and mission of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph through the Spiritual and Corporal Works 
of Mercy"to circle the city" with love and zeal for the dear 
neighbor. (Above) Associates of the Sisters of St. Joseph with 
the new associates. (Right) Deacon Dan LeRoy signs his commit­
ment as an associate. (Below) New members of the associates, 
pictured with Director Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ, at far left, 
and Assistant Director Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, at far 
right, include, from left, Starr Burke, Plattsburgh; Lorraine Car­
ney, Carol Warner, Mountains and Lakes Region; and Angelina 
LeRoy, Deacon Daniel LeRoy, Laura Mallen, William LaSage, Eva 
LaSage, Christine Moreton, Watertown Region. Cheri Furnace 
was absent and is missing from the photo. 
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