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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

5K RUN, WALK ROLL OR
STROLL

Saranac Lake - It's time to run,
walk, roll, or stroll your way
through the 2025 Black Fly 5K, all
while supporting the tuition as-
sistance program at St.Bernard’s
School!

Date: June 7

Time: Check in begins at 12
p.m., race begins at 1 p.m.

Place: Dewey Mountain Recre-
ation Center

Cost: Adult, $27.50; Student
$22.20; Families of four or more
receive a $10 discount with our
special Family Rate.

Features: Whether you're a
competitive runner chasing a
personal best or a family looking
for a fun afternoon outdoors, ev-
eryone is welcome. We're excited
to offer a 1K Student Fun Run —
perfect for younger participants
who want to join the excitement
without the full 5K

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

SPRING STUDY SERIES
Ellenburg Center — Join Our Lady
of the Adirondacks for 9 sessions
using Father Michael Gaitley’s
Guidebook “Divine Mercy in the
Second Greatest Story Ever Told”
Date: May 30 to June 27
Time: 6:30 p.m.to 8
Features: Video presenta-
tions and discussion encourage
participants to enter a fuller un-
derstanding of God’s astounding
love and forgiveness available to
every person. Light refreshments
included. While donations are
always appreciated, all materials
for this series are free.
Contact: Sarah Anderson at
518-534-9976 to register for
classes.

CAR SHOW
Mooers Forks — St.Ann’s to have
their 7th Annual Car Show.
Date: June 1
Time: 11a.m.to3 p.m.
Place: St.Ann’s Grounds
Features: Kids Power Wheels
Show (Entry Fee $10); Hot Wheel
Races for Kids ($5) and Adults

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

($10), cost includes car; Vehicle
Pre-Register for $15 or $20 for the
day of the show between 11a.m.
and 1p.m.Set up a craft table
for $20.Top 40 picks and special
awards will be at 3 p.m.There will
be a Craft Fair, Theme Baskets,
food and entertainment.
Contact: For more info or
to pre-register your vehicle call
518-236-5632 or 518-236-7200
or 518-565-6754

FIRST FRIDAY

Champlain — St. Mary’s to have

Mass, Exposition and Benediction

every first Friday of the month.
Date: June 6

Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass followed

by Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of

the Blessed Sacrament.

CONCERT
Peru — Mission of Hope Fund-
raising Concert featuring Towne
Meeting.

Date: June 8

Time: 7 p.m.to 9

Place: St. Augustine’s Church

Features: Admission by Dona-
tion.Towne Meeting is known for
their powerful vocal harmonies
and engaging performances.
Oriented in folk, their music
branches into many other genres,
from Americana to acoustic rock.
All proceeds benefit North Coun-

try Mission of Hope.

CHARISMATIC MASS
Malone - Join us in this Jubilee
Year of Hope for a Charismatic
Mass.

Date: June 8

Time: 2 p.m.; praise and
worship Prelude beginning at
1:45 p.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS
Ellenburg Center — Soaking
Prayers Sessions to be held every
third Thursday of the month.

Date: June 19, July 17, Aug.21

Time: 10 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Place: Our Lady of the Adiron-
dacks House of Prayer

Features: Sessions are
offered by Eve McGill, Living
Waters Ministry. Soaking Prayer
is surrendering yourself to the
Holy Spirit and being immersed
in receiving an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. A short introduction
is given followed by a 30-minute
praise and worship segment.The
remainder of the time is spent lis-
tening to the direction of the Holy
Spirit through Scripture readings
and being open to receive healing.
Includes praise and worship,
soaking prayer, witness/group
sharing, lunch (bring your own
bagged lunch), and recitation of
the Rosary.

Contact: evemcgill16@charter.
net or call 518-645-2648

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

DRIVE THRU DINNER
Lyons Falls — St. John’s church to
have their next drive thru dinner.

Date: May 20

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Cost: $12

Menu: Spaghetti with sausage
and meatballs, tossed salad,
[talian bread, and dessert.

Features: We are going to
work with our local meat market
in Port Leyden for the meat for
this dinner.That being Hartley's
Meat Market. Let's support our lo-
cal church and our new business!

Contact: Remember, deliveries
are available.To reserve your
dinner, call 315-348-8945 or 315-
348-8577 as soon as possible.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St.Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society is sponsoring
a spaghetti dinner.
Date: May 22
Time:4p.m.to7
Place: Downstairs in St.Antho-
ny’s church in Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8
Features: Take-outs available,
please bring your own container.
Contact: For more information
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190

RUMMAGE SALE
Evans Mills — St.Mary’s is holding
their annual Rummage Sale.
Date: May 23 and 24
Time: 9a.m.to 3 p.m.
Place: Parish Center
Contact: 315-629-4678 or
evansmillssec@rcdony.org

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: June 1
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

MAY 21,2025

(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the Car-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: June 8

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St.James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8;
Children under 10, $5; Family of
4,430

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

HEALING MASS

Clayton — Come to St.Mary’s
Church in Clayton for our Annual
Healing Mass, St.Mary’s is des-
ignated as a Pilgrimage Site for
the Jubilee Year of Hope, receive
the Jubilee plenary indulgence
through pilgrimage and prayer.

Date: June 14

Time: 11a.m.

Features: The Sacrament of
the Sick will be offered during
Mass and after Mass, Prayer
Teams for individual needs,and a
reception in the Parish Center.

Contact: For more information
contact the parish office at 315-
686-3398.

107th MT. CARMEL FEST
Watertown — St.Anthony’s
Church to have their 107th Mt.
(Carmel Fest.

Schedule: Grounds open Fri.
June 27,5 p.m.to 10,BINGO at 7
p.m.; Sat. June 28, Grounds open 1
p.m.to 10; Sun. June 29, grounds
open 1p.m.to 10; Live Enter-
tainment, 6 p.m. to 9, religious
procession at 5 p.m.and giant
fireworks at 9:30 p.m.

Features: Italian Food special-
ties, Rides, games and raffles. Free
admission and parking. This is a

cash onli event.

ACIES
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will present the ACIES ceremony.
Date: June 1
CONTINUED ON PAGE9
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Instagram account created for Pope Leo

By Eduardo Berdejo
(atholic News Agency

The Vatican announced that
Pope Leo XIV has decided to
“maintain an active presence
on social media through of-
ficial papal accounts” on X @
Pontifex and Instagram, cre-
ating a new one for the latter
platform.

In a statement May 13, the
Dicastery for Communication
said “Leo XIV inherits the X
@Pontifex accounts used by
Pope Francis and previously by
Benedict XVI,” and a new ac-
count has also been opened on

Instagram.

“On Instagram, the new
pope’s account is called @Pon-
tifex - Pope Leo XIV, and is the
only official account of the
Holy Father on this platform
in continuity with Pope Fran-
cis’ account, @Franciscus,” the
dicastery noted, adding that
the content published by Pope
Francis on X “will soon be ar-
chived in the appropriate sec-
tion of the Holy See’s institu-
tional website,” Vatican.va.

It also added that “the con-
tent published on the @Fran-
ciscus account will continue to
be accessible as an ‘Ad Memo-
riam’ commemorative archive.”

The Vatican noted that “the
presence of the popes on so-
cial media began on Dec. 12,
2012, when Pope Benedict XVI
launched the @Pontifex ac-
count on what was then Twit-
ter.”

The account, which is pub-
lished in English, Spanish, Por-
tuguese, Italian, French, Ger-
man, Polish, Arabic, and Latin,
“has a total of 52 million fol-
lowers.”

The dicastery highlighted
Pope Francis’ activity on social
media, with “a total of approxi-
mately 50,000 posts published
on the nine @Pontifex accounts
and on @Franciscus.”

“In this way, he has accompa-
nied us almost every day of his
pontificate with brief evangel-
ical messages or exhortations
for peace, social justice, and
care for creation; and he has
achieved great engagement,
especially in difficult times
(in 2020, a year of exceptional
numbers due to the pandemic,
his messages were viewed 27
billion times),” the dicastery
stated.

This story was first published
by ACI Prensa, CNA’s Span-
ish-language news partner. It
has been translated and adapt-
ed by CNA.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Time: After the11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral
Features: Catholics are invited

to renew their devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. ACIES means
ARMY DRESSED IN BATTLE OF
ARRAY in Latin and demonstrates
the Legion mission to unite with
the Blessed Virgin and stand
against evil. Prayers, music

and hymns will be followed by
refreshments. Anyone who loves
our Blessed Mother is invited to
attend.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ORDINATION TO THE ORDER
OF THE DIACONATE
Massena - Through the laying on
of hands and the invocation of
the Holy Spirit, the Most Bishop
Terry R.LaValley will Ordain to
the Order of Deacon Mr. Michelet
Boncoeur, Mr.Tyler Martin Fitz-
gerald and Mr. Dennis Mamwaha
Ombongi.You are cordially invited
to join in the Ordination Liturgy.

Date: May 24

Time: 11a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

Features: A Reception will
immediately follow the Liturgy at
Trinity Catholic School, 188 Main
Street, Massena, NY 13662.The
Ordination Mass may be viewed
at www.rcdony.org/ordination.
The Ordination Mass program

will be available at the same link
shortly before the Liturgy.

ORGAN RECITAL & PILGRIMAGE
Ogdensburg — Make your pilgrim-
age to St.Mary’s Cathedral and
hear some wonderful music from
Dr. Michal Szostak, International
Concert Organist, Improviser,and
Researcher.

Date: May 22

Time: 7 p.m.

Features: Dr.Szostak will
improvise on pieces by Bach,
Buxtehude, Beethoven, Strauss,
and Lefébure-Wély while incorpo-
rating requests from the audience
of hymns that provide a sense
of hope. This concert is free and
open to the public.

Contact: For more information
call Christine Bookman at 315-
393-3930 or ogdensburgmusic@
rcdony.org

HEALING RETREAT
Saranac Lake — After-Abortion
Healing retreat to be held.
Date: May 23-25
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Features: If you are suffering
after an abortion, you're not
alone. Join others on a weekend
retreat of hope and healing.
Contact: For more information
call Colleen 518-524-0774, email
cminer@rcdony.org or register on-
line:rcdony.org/pro-life/rv-retreat

DOMESTIC MISSION
OPPORTUNITY
The North Country Mission of
Hope is offering a domestic
mission opportunity for anyone
14 years and older.

Date: Aug.9-15

Place: The mission will take
place in the Appalachian Region
of Southeast Kentucky.

Contact: Please contact
Deacon James Carlin for more
information, costs and an applica-
tion.The deadline for application
is May 30.

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Registration for
Family Guggenheim is now open.

Date: Session 1:Aug. 14-17;
Session 2: Aug.21-24; Session 3:
0ct.10-12

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families to come enjoy
a special weekend in the beauty
of the Adirondacks. Expect fun
family workshops and activities
that will have you working and
laughing together. Celebrate
Christ’s presence in your lives
through liturgy and special prayer

For More Information. ur V

r
at: www.barstowmotors.com
MARKET ST, POTSDAM, NY ¥ (315) 265-8800

Your NNY Regional GM & Subaru SuperCenter

services. Take time for great
outdoor activities like paddle boat
rides, beach volleyball, and hiking.
You are never too young or too
old to enjoy being family at Camp
Guggenheim!

Contact: Registration is open
now at https://www.rcdony.org/

fg Financial assistance is available.

For more information, contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920
or startaglia@rcdony.org.

AFTERNOON OF MUSIC & ART
Saranac Lake - Recognizing sacred
music’s ability to foster Hope
and desiring an opportunity for
musicians throughout the diocese
to come together for a communal
expression of hope and prayer, the
Diocese of Ogdensburg will host
an arts festival,"The Look, Feel, &
Sound of Hope”

Date: Aug.24

Time:3p.m.to5

Place: St.Bernard's Church

Features: The event is part of
the diocese’s 2025 Jubilee Year
Celebration and aims to bring a

greater share of hope and prayer
to our lives, our communities and
our world. Artists and musicians,
stay tuned for details how to
participate in this festival. Entry
details and registration will be
available soon

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdensburg — The Our Lady of the
Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-
tee is offering a Women’s Healing
Retreat with the theme“From Eve
to Mary, A Journey of Hope and
Healing”

Date: Oct.9-12

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $275 includes accommo-
dations and meals

Features: Presenters will be
Father Michael Jablonski and
Father Douglas Schirmer

Contact: to register and for
more information go to https://
www.rcdony.org/ourlady

L%yz/w'/ And «J7/)!tl;y
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Did you keep that promise?

Promises made, prom-
ises broken. “I promise
that I will never do that
again.” You may have
said that to your
parents, to your
spouse, to your
friend. We often
make promises.
We often break
promises or even
forget promises.
Cynically Napo-
leon once said:
“The best way to
keep one’s word
is never to give
it.” Even Shirley
MacLean weighed
in on the notion of prom-
ises when she said: “It is
useless to hold a per-
son to anything he says
when he is in love, drunk
or running for office.”

Nevertheless, promis-
es are a part of our lives.
Promises move us for-
ward. We expect others
to keep their promises
even if, perhaps, we may
fail in our promises to

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

others.

In today’s Gospel, Je-
sus is making promises
to his disciples: he will

be with them
always, he will
send the Holy

Spirit, he will give
peace. We expect
those promises
to be fulfilled in
us.

In fact, they
have been ful-
filled. The scrip-
tures are filled
with stories of
God fulfilling his
promises to hu-
manity even back to the
days of Abraham and
Moses. God sent his Son.
Jesus remains with us in
the Eucharist. We have
gifts of the Holy Spirit
given to us at confirma-
tion. Even in the early
Church, as we read in the
first reading, the apos-
tles consulted the Holy
Spirit to resolve issues
of belief and practice.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

READINGS
Acts 15:1-2,22-29
Revelation 21:10-14,22-23
John 14:23-29

But what about our
promises to God. Re-
member a few weeks
ago, we stood in church
on Easter and renewed
our baptismal promis-
es. We declared that we
would reject Satan and
all his empty promis-
es. We declared that we
would reject the devil
so that we would not be
mastered by sin. We de-
clared that we wanted
to live in the freedom of
God’s children.

But, how long did it
take after those prom-
ises were made before
we took out our anger
on someone. Or perhaps
we told a so-called white

lie that was really a ba-
sic lie. Perhaps we were
disgruntled, annoyed,
self-righteous or even
proud even before we
left the parking lot af-
ter Easter Sunday Mass.
How long did it take
before our Easter prom-
ises transformed into a
forgotten historical mo-
ment?

At that same time on
Easter we recommitted
ourselves to our faith.
We expressed our be-
lief in God, we acknowl-
edged our need for God,
we avowed our belief in
the resurrection from
the dead, the forgive-
ness of sins, and life
everlasting. But, in pro-
fessing our faith, did we
later pretend that God
wasn’t part of our lives,
or that his Church re-
ally doesn’t know what
she is talking about or
that God is so forgiving
that he won’t hold me
accountable for the gift

of life that he has given
me?

Has our fidelity to God
matched God’s fidelity
to us? How faithful have
we been in our promis-
es to him. Keeping God
ever present in our lives
will direct us to ongoing
fidelity to God. There is
a prayer attributed to St.
Patrick called the Breast-
plate of St. Patrick. It is
too long to quote in its
entirely, but a few of the
lines read as follows:
I arise today through
a mighty strength; I
arise today through the
strength of Christ’s birth
with his Baptism; I arise
today in the obedience
of the angels; I arise to-
day in the strength of
heaven; 1 arise today
through God’s wisdom
to guide me; Christ with
me, before me, behind
me and in me.

God has been faithful
to us; now we must be
faithful to our God.

“There are no coinci-
dences.”

Mark Harmon, as the
character Leroy Jethro
Gibbs in the television
show NCIS, tells his fel-
low investigators that
regularly.

I believe things do not
happen spontaneously,
without connection or
explanation. I subscribe
to the Holy Spirit con-
cept. Let me cite an ex-
ample.

We chaired the just
concluded deacon as-
sembly in Lake Placid.
I wrote about it in the
last edition of the North
Country Catholic. It was
a wonderful three days,
filled with learning ex-
periences and renewed
friendships.

Kathy and I have tradi-

CALLED TO SERVE

Timing is everything

tionally stayed at the As-
sembly venue one more
night. The extra time
gives us an opportuni-
ty to wind down from
the frenetic pace of the
weeks preceding the an-
nual assembly and the
actual days of the event.

That meant we were
driving back to Water-
town on Thursday, May
8. The only commitment
either of us had sched-
uled was in the evening
S0 we were in no rush.

The plan we devised
Wednesday night at
dinner was to sleep-in,
check-out wasn’t until
11 am. at the Cambria
Hotel, have a leisurely
lunch in the village and
head home.

That plan disappeared
Thursday morning.

We were out of bed
early, almost everything
was packed in the car,
so we decided to hit the
road earlier than expect-
ed.

It was still a peaceful
drive to Water-
town. The dis-
tance is about
125 miles, rough-
ly two and a
half hours. We
stopped in Sara-
nac Lake for a do-
nut. Make it three
hours.

As we pulled
into our driveway
around 1 p.m.,
Kathy volun-
teered to text our
daughter to let her know
we were back safely.

Ticia responded,
“white smoke. Get in the

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

house and turn the TV
on.”

We scurried to the
house and sat mesmer-
ized as the senior car-
dinal deacon, Dominque
Mamberti, announced
“we have a pope!”
Habemus papam.

Shortly after
that announce-
ment, Leo XIV
appeared on the
balcony of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica and
said, “Peace be
with all of you!”

The new pope
was born in Chi-
cago and educat-
ed at Villanova
University. He
thanked his fellow car-
dinals for selecting him,
thanked the people of
his former diocese in

Peru, and ended his re-
marks with a prayer.

Hours later I finally
unpacked the car. Kathy
and I felt blessed to be
able to witness this his-
toric moment. I could
not help but wonder at
the coincidence of our
arriving home in time to
watch the drama unfold.

We might have missed
it, and the hours of “ex-
pert” commentary that
followed, had we stuck
with the plan devised
the night before. There
are no coincidences.

Thank you, Holy Spir-
it.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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Sister Elizabete Ferrei-
ra de Souza, a Brazilian
Xaverian  missionary,
has been working with
the Missionary Child-
hood and Adolescence
(IAM) for 13 vyears,
starting shortly after
her arrival in Thailand,
and she recounts her
constant amazement at
seeing how every day in
a predominantly Bud-
dhist country, it is chil-
dren who carry on the
work of evangelization
through the IAM.

IAM has been pres-
ent in Thailand since
1990 and has devel-
oped mainly in Catho-
lic schools (in Bangkok
it is present in about
35 schools), although
in recent years, it has
taken root in various
parish  communities,
for example in Tha-
rai and also in Chiang
Rai. Despite language
and cultural barriers,
Buddhist children are
missionaries here. It is

Cape Vincent — Geraldine
(Serbanewicz) Petroff, 87; Mass of
Christian Burial May 17,2025 at
St.Vince of Paul Church; burial in
St.Vincent of Paul Cemetery.

Champlain - Walter Alfred
Laurin, 94; Mass of Christian Burial
May 19,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St. Joseph’s Cemetery,
Coopersville.

Keeseville — Ronald Leland
Stanford, 92; Mass of Christian
Burial May 30,2025 at St.John
the Baptist Church.

Massena — James F.Bouchard,
87; Mass of Christian Burial May
13,2025 at Church of the Sacred
Heart; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Carol R. (Wells)
Buckley, 91; Mass of Christian

a mystery how this is
possible, and it is both
a gift and a grace to be
able to witness what is
happening.

“Here, the Holy Spirit
truly blows where He
wills; what I am doing
here in Thailand is a
great gift from God,”
continues Sister Eliza-
bete. “I try not to dis-
turb the Lord’s work
because He wants to
be known and recog-
nized. We see this with
our own eyes day after
day: these children not
only evangelize other
children, but they also
evangelize me.”

“99% of the children
who participate in our
activities do not come
from Christian families.
They are all Buddhists
or have their own be-
liefs deeply rooted in
traditional education,
but this does not pre-
vent the little ones from
wanting to participate
in these activities and

Burial May 17,2025 at Our Lady of
Victory Church; burial in St.Peter’s
(Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Edith Ann
(Trombly) 0'Connell, 97; Mass
of Christian Burial May 13,2025
at St.Peter’s Church; burial in St.
Peter’s Cemetery.

Port Henry — Judy Marie
(Fleming) Marcotte, 80; Mass of
Christian Burial May 24,2025 at
St.Patrick’s Church.

Rouses Point — Alfred J.
Raymond, Jr., 97; Funeral Services
May 16,2025 at the Ross Funeral
Home; burial in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery, Champlain.

Ticonderoga - Paul D.Bur-
roughs, 87; Memorial Mass May
16,2025 at St.Mary’s Church;

learn about Jesus. It is
almost a miracle for me
to see that they want
this,” says Sister Eliza-
bete. ‘We call the Chris-
tian children ’disciples’
of Jesus, while we call
the Buddhist children
‘friends’ of Jesus. They
can be friends of Jesus,
and Jesus is very happy
to have such intelligent
and lively friends who
are eager to spend time
together.”

The weekly meetings,
often preceded by ac-
tivities such as sports
and music, especially
for the older children,
are a regular appoint-
ment where catechesis
is taught through par-
ables, and visiting the

OBITUARIES

burial in Valley View Cemetery.

Watertown — Adriana Palumbo
Cavallario, 100; Mass of Christian
Burial May 12,2025 at St. Antho-
ny’s Church; burial in Glenwood

Is your subscription going to expire soon?
How to tell by looking at your mailing label.

sick becomes a con-
crete gesture, eagerly
awaited and felt by the
children but initially
viewed with fear by the
adults, who sometimes
think that the sick are
sick because of sins to
be atoned for, that they
are people to be ex-
cluded. Through the ac-
tivities, broader themes
are also proposed (for
example, appeals for
peace, attention to the
environment, which
has been the subject
of workshops and con-
crete educational initia-
tives starting with the
encyclical Laudato SI)
to ensure that a broad-
er reality is perceived
than that of the small

Mausoleum.

Watertown — Cranson W. Gates.
84; Mass of Christian Burial May
22,2025 at St. Anthony’s Church;
burial in Brookside Cemetery.

Evangelization in Thailand

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

villages where they live.

“We work with fami-
lies: grandparents, chil-
dren, those who have
social problems, there
are all kinds of people,
and so we embrace the
whole family,” says the
missionary. “When a
child comes regularly
to our activities, we vis-
it the family to get to
know them and intro-
duce ourselves. Even
if they are reserved
at first, at some point
they begin to trust us.
After years of getting
to know each other and
spending time togeth-
er, today parents en-
trust their children to
us for a week of sum-
mer camp. It is through
the (children) that we
have slowly (become
part of) their families.”

Article from
FIDES missionary news
service of the Pontifical

Mission Societies.

West Leyden — Sharon M.
(Nellenbach) Woodcock, 68; Mass
of Christian Burial May 20, 2025 at
St.Mary’s Nativity.
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Close to 40% of dioceses in the
United States and its current and
former territories are considered “home
mission dioceses,” meaning that local
conditions such as small, widely
dispersed Catholic populations and
economic hardships prevent those
dioceses from operating their ministries
without outside support. For example,
with the smallest Catholic population
in the 48 continental United States,
spread across 66,800 square miles of
mountainous  terrain and  rugged
Oregon desert, the Diocese of Baker is
so extensive that many parishes are a

‘What Is a Home Mission Diocese?

Home mission dioceses are those Catholic dioceses in the United States, its territories, and former territories that cannot
provide basic pastoral services without outside help. Basic pastoral services include Mass, the sacraments, religious
education, and ministry training for priests, deacons, religious sisters, and laypeople. Nearly 40% of dioceses in the United

TRENGTHENING
"THE CHURCH
AT HOME

minimum of 50 miles from each other,
and only one town has more than one
parish.

Support provided to the diocese
from the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal covered the cost of having a
priest in residence for two rural
parishes. Without this support, more
than 400 parishioners would not be
able to receive the sacraments
regularly. The work of Catholic Home
Missions in the diocese extends beyond
such basic support to includes its
family life enhancement program,
which helps parishes overcome the

States and its territories are considered home missions.

WHERE DOES YOUR
SUPPORT GO?

= Home Mission Dioceses
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isolation that families

during the pandemic, isolation that has
become an ongoing challenge in rural

communities.

You can make a positive impact in
the lives of Catholics in the Diocese of
Baker and other home mission dioceses
across the United States and its current
and former territories by supporting the
Catholic Home Missions Appeal.

For more information about
Catholic Home Missions, visit
www.uscch.org /home-missions.

Totals by Program Area
* Diocesan and Parish Assistance
« Faith Formartion

* Priestly and Religious Vocations
* Special Grants*

* Cultural Ministries**

* Strengthening Marriage and Family Life
o Life and Dignity of the Human Person***

Total: $8,469,825

ort: $90,000, Diocesan Professional Developmen

* Grants and

Donations $8,469,892
* Program Costs $479,626
* Promotions and

Fundraising Expenses $375,914
* Administrative Expenses $103,543

* Allocations - Internal Grants

$31,999

Total Expenses: $9,487,974

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL

OFFICE OF NATIONAL COLLECTIONS

WASHINGTON, DC 20017-1194

202-541-3400 « FAX 202-541-3460 * WWW.USCCB.ORG/NATIONALCOLLECTIONS

Copyright ® 2024, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Photo: USCCB Staff.
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experienced

$2,399,000
$2,030,000
$1,840,000
$995,825
$955,000
$125,000
$125,000
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