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What is a conclave? How does it work? 
By Jonah McKeown 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Francis, who died 
April 21 at age 88, was 
laid to rest at the Basilica 
of St. Mary Major follow­
ing his funeral on April 
26. 

As the world continues 
to mourn the late pope 
during the nine-day pe­
riod known as "Noven­
diales" (also rendered 
"Novemdiales"), prepa­
rations are underway 
for the highly-regulated 
conclave process, which 
is the means by which a 
new pope is elected for 
the Church. 

Here's what you need 
to know about what will 
happen next. 
WHO CAN TAKE PART? 

The task of electing 
the new pope falls sole­
ly upon the members of 
the College of Cardinals 
who are younger than age 
80 and otherwise eligible 
or able to participate, of 
which there are currently 
134. 

Cardinal Giovanni Bat­
tista Re, 91, is the current 
dean of the College of 
Cardinals, i.e., the most 
senior member, elected 
from among the ranks 
of the cardinal bishops 
and confirmed by the 
pope. Normally, it would 
be Re's job to move the 
conclave process forward 
once it gets underway. 

Re is too old to take 
part in the conclave, how­
ever, as is his vice dean, 
Cardinal Leonardo San­
dri. So the upcoming con­
clave will be directed by 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
the next eligible most se­
nior cardinal bishop and 
the Vatican's secretary of 
state. 
MAY 7: THE 
CONCLAVE BEGINS 

The conclave system 
was formalized in 1274, 
and its procedures are 
spelled out in great de­
tail in the 1996 apostol-

ic constitution Universi 
Dominici Gregis of Pope 
John Paul II, which was 
amended slightly by Pope 
Benedict XVI and Pope 
Francis. 

Normally, the day on 
which the conclave be­
gins is to be the 15 th 
day after the death of 
a pope, the 16th day of 
the interregnum (which 
just means the period 
between popes). It can 
begin up to the 20th day 
"for serious reasons," or 
earlier than the 15th day 
if all the cardinals are 
present. 

The Holy See Press Of­
fice announced Monday 
that the conclave will 
begin on the morning of 
May 7, with the Holy Mass 
for the Election of the Ro­
man Pontiff in St. Peter's 
Basilica. 

That afternoon, the car­
dinals - only the elec­
tors - will make their 
entrance into the Sistine 
Chapel, chanting the 
"Veni Creator Spiritus," 
invoking the Holy Spirit's 
guidance. Once inside, 
each cardinal will take 
an oath to observe the 
procedures, maintain se­
crecy, and vote freely for 
the candidate he believes 
most worthy. 

When the last of the 
cardinal electors has tak­
en the oath, the master of 
papal liturgical celebra­
tions, Archbishop Diego 
Ravelli, will give the order 
"Extra ornnes" ("Everyone 
out"), indicating that all 
those not taking part in 
the conclave must leave 
the Sistine Chapel. 

Other than the cardi­
nals, the only people al­
lowed to remain in the 
chapel are the master of 
papal liturgical celebra­
tions and a clergy mem­
ber chosen to preach a 
meditation to the cardi­
nals. After the medita­
tion is given, he and the 
master of papal liturgical 
celebrations will leave 
the chapel (though the 

master of papal liturgi­
cal celebrations will need 
to be readmitted several 
times during the process, 
particularly when a vote 
is about to happen). 

The chapel doors will 
then be closed to the out­
side world until a new 
pope is chosen. 
HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The cardinals must 
swear to absolute secre­
cy both during and after 
the conclave process, and 
great care must be tak­
en to ensure the Sistine 
Chapel has not been 
bugged. Whenever they 
leave the chapel - such 
as for meals and to sleep 
- the cardinals are not 
allowed to discuss any­
thing about what took 
place in the chapel. 

Inside the locked chap­
el, votes are taken among 
the cardinals once on the 
first afternoon session, 
and twice on each morn­
ing and afternoon ses­
sion for each day of the 
conclave. 

The ballot papers all 
bear the words "Eligo in 
summum pontificem" ("I 
elect as supreme pon­
tiff"), above a space for 
the cardinals to write a 
name. During the vote, 
cardinals individually 
approach Michelangelo's 
painting of the Last Judg­
ment, profess an oath in 
Latin, and drop their bal­
lot into a large urn. 

This is the oath that 
the cardinals pray as they 
vote: 

"I call as my witness 
Christ the Lord, who will 
be my judge, that my vote 
is given to the one who 
before God I think should 
be elected." 

Three randomly desig­
nated cardinals, known 
as scrutineers, then tabu­
late the results in front of 
the assembly. First, they 
count the ballots, and 
if the number of ballots 
doesn't match the num­
ber of electors, they are 
burned immediately and 

a new vote is taken. 
If the number of bal­

lots is correct, the three 
scrutineers read each bal­
lot, the last of the three 
reading the name aloud 
and writing it down. 
Each elector also writes 
down the running result 
on a sheet provided for 
this purpose. Each bal­
lot, after it is counted, is 
pierced with a needle and 
placed on a thread. 

Another three random­
ly selected cardinal elec­
tors, the revisers, check 
the ballot count and the 
notes of the scrutineers 
to ensure the tabulation 
of the ballots was carried 
out exactly and faithfully. 

Three additional cardi­
nal electors are random­
ly chosen as "infirmarii," 
whose job it is to assist 
any electors who, al­
though within the enclo­
sure of the conclave, are 
too sick to be present in 
the Sistine Chapel. The 
infirmarii take with them 
a locked box that, having 
been shown to the oth­
er electors to be empty, 
receives the votes of the 
infirm. They then return 
it unopened to the scru­
tineers. 

A Catholic man needs 
two-thirds of the votes 
- in the present case, 90 
votes - to be elected the 
next pope. Looking at the 
record of the last century 
of conclaves shows that 
the college elects a new 
pope, on average, by the 
afternoon of the third 
day, after about eight bal­
lots. 
THE NEW POPE 

When a voting session 
concludes without a man 
reaching the required 
majority, the ballots are 
burned with wet straw, 
causing black smoke to 
emanate from the chim­
ney of the Sistine Chap­
el. However, if a pope is 
elected, the ballots are 
burned with the addition 
of a chemical agent, pro­
ducing the famous white 

smoke. 
Before that happens, 

however, there is a pro­
cess that must be fol­
lowed once a man re­
ceives the required 
number of votes. 

After the junior cardi­
nal deacon has readmit­
ted the secretary of the 
college and the master of 
papal liturgical ceremo­
nies, the cardinal dean, or 
the cardinal who is first 
in order and seniority, 
goes to the one elected 
and asks: 

"Do you accept your 
canonical election as su­
preme pontiff?" 

With consent he be­
comes bishop of Rome 
and the pope (thus end­
ing the conclave, unless 
the new pope decides 
to keep it in session for 
some reason). The cardi­
nal dean then asks: 

"By what name do you 
wish to be called?" 

The master of papal 
liturgical ceremonies, 
with the witness of the 
two masters of ceremo­
nies (who are now sum­
moned), then will draw 
up a document certifying 
the consent of the man 
elected and the name he 
has chosen. 

The new pope spends a 
few moments in a room 
off the Sistine Chap­
el known as the Room 
of Tears, where he is 
dressed in papal vest­
ments. Each cardinal 
then comes forward in 
turn and makes an act of 
homage and obedience 
to the new pope. An act 
of thanksgiving to God is 
then made. 

The senior cardinal 
deacon announces from 
the loggia of St. Peter's 
to those gathered in St. 
Peter's Square: "Habe­
mus papam!" ("We have 
a pope!") and what name 
he has taken. The elect­
ed pope then comes out 
to address and bless the 
city and the world ("urbi 
et orbi"). 
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

BLACK FLY 5K RUN, WALK, 
ROLL OR STROLL 
Saranac Lake - Run, walk, roll, or 
stroll your way through the 2025 
Black Fly 5K, all while supporting 
the tuition assistance program at 
St. Bernard's School! 

Date: June 7 
Time: Race begins at 1 p.m. 
Place: Dewey Mountain Recre-

ation Center 
Cost: Adult, $27.50; Student 

$22.20; Family Discount: Families 
of four or more receive a $10 
discount with our special Family 
Rate during registration. Regis­
tration Bonus: Participants will 
receive a custom designed t-shirt 
by Stacked Graphics, a tin of Bye 
Bye Blackfly all-natural insect 
repellent, and a free ice cream 
cone certificate from Teddy's Ice 
Cream in Bloomingdale! 

Features: Whether you're a 
competitive runner chasing a 
personal best or a family looking 
for a fun afternoon outdoors, ev­
eryone is welcome. We're excited 
to offer a 1 K Student Fun Run 
- one scenic loop on the trails, 
perfect for younger participants 
who want to join the excitement 
without the ful15K distance! 

Contact: Sign-Up: https:11 
runsignup.com/Race/NY ISarana­
cLake/StBsBIackFly5K 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

MOTHER'S DAY BREAKFAST 
Peru - St.Augustine's Knights of 
Columbus to have a Mother's Day 
Breakfast. 

Date: May 11 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to noon 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 

5-11, $5; Under 5, Free;Take-outs, 
$10 

Menu: Pancakes, Waffles, 
French Toast, Fruit Sauce, Scram­
bled Eggs, Sausage, Bacon, Home 
Fries, Real Maple Syrup, Coffee, 
Orange Juice, and Milk 

THE RESCUE PROJECT 
Brushton - Have you ever won­
dered Why there is something 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklln 
Deanery 

Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

The North County Catholic we lcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 
Date: June 8 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: Stjames Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; 

Children under 10, $5; Family of 
4, $30 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 
Baked Goods,Juice,and Coffee 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

HEALING MASS 
Clayton - Come to St. Mary's 
Church in Clayton for our Annual 
Healing Mass, St. Mary's is des­
ignated as a Pilgrimage Site for 
the Jubilee Year of Hope, receive 
the Jubilee plenary indulgence 

~---------T""--------:--I through pilgrimage and prayer. 
day of the show between 11 a.m. Date: June 14 rather that nothing? Why is 

the world so obviously messed 
up? What if anything has God 
done about it? And how should 
I respond? Join us for a 9-week 
experience to discover how 
AWESOME the Good News that is 
the Gospel really is! 

Date: May 14 and continues 
for 9 weeks 

Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Hall 
Cost: $10 donation to cover the 

cost of the books would be greatly 
appreciated but is not required. 

Features: Come and hear the 
Gospel in a new and compelling 
way. Each Session consists of a 
video, a short snack break and 
small group discussion facilitated 
by Deacon Lee Trudeau and Mari­
ka Donders. Participant guides 
will be provided. 

Contact: For more informa­
tion contact Marika Donders at 
mdonders@rcdony.org 

CAR SHOW 
Mooers Forks - St. Ann's to have 
their 7th Annual Car Show. 

Date: June 1 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Ann's Grounds 
Features: Kids Power Wheels 

Show (Entry Fee $10); HotWheel 
Races for Kids ($5) and Adults 
($10), cost includes car;Vehicie 
Pre-Register for $15 or $20 for the 

and 1 p.m. Set up a craft table Time: 11 a.m. 
for $20. Top 40 picks and special Features: The Sacrament of 
awards will be at 3 p.m. There the Sick will be offered during 
will be a Craft Fair, Theme Baskets, Mass and after Mass, Prayer 
food and entertainment. Teams for individual needs, and a 

Contact: For more info or reception in the Parish Center. 
to pre-register your vehicle call Contact: For more information 
518-236-5632 or 518-236-7200 contact the parish office at 315-
or 518-565-6754 686-3398. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

LIVING STONES EVENT FOR CLM 
Watertown - The Commissioned 
Lay Ministry Association ofthe 
Jefferson-Lewis Deanery presents 
Living Stones:"Jubilee Year-Redis­
cover Hope': 

Date: May8 
Schedule: Welcoming remarks, 

5:15 p.m.; Mass at 5:30, dinner 
immediately following and con­
cluding with the program. 

Cost: $10 per person if at­
tending dinner, no charge if only 
coming to the program. 

Features: The program will 
be led by Fr. Garry Giroux with 
his presentation "As we await the 
Blessed Hope': 

Contact: Register at: www. 
rcdony.org/clm-event 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father John Cosmic 

ST. LAWRENCE 

ACIES 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will present the ACIES ceremony. 

Date: June 1 
Time: After thell a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: Catholics are invited 

to renew their devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. ACIES means 
ARMY DRESSED IN BATTLE OF 
ARRAY in Latin and demonstrates 
the Legion mission to unite with 
the Blessed Virgin and stand 
against evil. Prayers, music 
and hymns will be followed by 
refreshments. Anyone who loves 
our Blessed Mother is invited to 
attend. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

GUGGENHEIM 
CLEAN UP WEEKEND 
Saranac Lake - Help wanted in 
cleaning up the Guggenheim Cen­
ter to get it ready for the summer. 

Date: Start at 11 a.m. May 16 

MAY 7, 2025 

and wrap up around 4 p.m. May 
17 

Features: It takes hours of 
vacuuming, mopping, dusting, 
window washing, scrubbing and 
so on to get The Guggenheim 
Center ready for summer. Can you 
share an hour, a day or a couple 
of days to join us at Guggenheim 
Clean-Up Weekend? 

Contact: Please register to 
help at https:llforms.office. 
com/r/PPDMGsTZGJ For more 
information contact Deacon Jim 
Crowley at 315-393-2920 or 
jcrowley@rcdony.org 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
Plattsburgh - -If you or someone 
you know is separated or divorced 
and looking for hope and healing, 
please consider joining us for the 
Surviving Divorce Program. We are 
now accepting registrations for 
sessions held in Plattsburgh. 

Date: Beginning May 13 on 
Tuesdays 

Time:6p.m. 
Place: Stjohn XXIII Newman 

Center 
Cost: $25 to cover material 

costs. 
Contact: To register go to 

https://www.rcdony.org/sur­
vivingdivorce For more infor­
mation or help with registering, 
please contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920 startaglia@rcdony. 
org. 

LIFE-GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Utica - Healing retreat for adult 
children of divorce or separation. 

Date: May 16-18 
Place: Good News Center 
Cost: $100-$150 per person 

(shared or single rooms) Scholar­
ships are available. 

Features: Come for a greater 
understanding of the wounds 
left by your parents' divorce or 
separation, for advice concerning 
love and trust of others, and for 
an experience of Christ and com­
munity that will lead to deeper 
self-understanding and healing. 
The retreat is cosponsored by 
the Dioceses of Ogdensburg and 
Syracuse. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 
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Filnt to feature pope's last in-depth interview 
By Francesca Pollio Fenton 
Catholic News Agency 

A release date for the film 
has not been announced. 

Filmmaker Martin Scorsese 
is producing a feature-length 
documentary about Pope Fran­
cis and the educational move­
ment the late pontiff founded. 

Aldeas Initiative, which brings 
together film production with 
education and community 
building. The program en­
courages participants to make 
scripted short films highlight­
ing their identities and histo­
ries. 

listen to one another cross-cul­
turally," Scorsese said in a 
statement. "One of the best 
ways to accomplish this is by 
sharing the stories of who we 
are, reflected from our per­
sonal lives and experiences. It 
helps us understand and value 
how each of us sees the world." 

After Pope Francis' passing, 
Scorsese called the Holy Father 
"a remarkable human being" in 
a statement shared with ABC 
News. 

"He acknowledged his own 
failings. He radiated wisdom. 
He radiated goodness. He had 
an ironclad commitment to 
the good. He knew in his soul 
that ignorance was a terrible 
plague on humanity. So he nev­
er stopped learning," Scorsese 
said. 

"Aldeas, a New Story" will 
feature conversations between 
Scorsese and the pope, includ­
ing what is reportedly Francis' 
final in-depth on-camera inter­
view for a film. 

The documentary will show 
the short films of participants 
of the Aldeas Initiative from It­
aly, Gambia, and Indonesia. 

"It was important to Pope 
Francis for people across the 
globe to exchange ideas with 
respect while also preserving 
their cultural identity, and cin­
ema is the best medium to do 
that," the filmmaker said. 

The documentary will high­
light the work of Scholas Oc­
currentes, the nonprofit Pope 
Francis created in 2013 that 
aims to bring about what the 
pope called a "culture of en­
counter" through the educa­
tion system. 

Part of the group's work has 
included filmmaking under the 

Aldeas Scholas Film and 
Scorsese's Sikelia Productions 
announced the documentary 
on April 30. The two produc­
tion companies said the film is 
"a testament to the enduring 
belief that creativity is not only 
a means of expression but a 
path to hope and transforma­
tion." 

"Now, more than ever, we 
need to talk to each other [and] 

Before his passing, Pope Fran­
cis said Aldeas "is an extreme­
ly poetic and very constructive 
project because it goes to the 
roots of what human life is, 
human sociability, human con­
flicts ... the essence of a life's 
journey." 

He added: "The loss for 
me runs deep - I was lucky 
enough to know him, and I 
will miss his presence and his 
warmth. The loss for the world 
is immense. But he left a light 
behind, and it can never be ex­
tinguished." 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 heim registration is now open. laughing together. Celebrate to our lives, our communities and 

Contact: To register, please RACHEL'S VINEYARD Dates: Session 1 - (11-14 yrs Christ's presence in your lives our world. Artists and musicians, 
go to https://LGWsyr.eventbrite. Saranac Lake - After-Abortion old) - July 6 to July 11; Session 2- through liturgy and special prayer stay tuned for details how to 
com. If you have any questions, Healing retreat to be held. (12-15 yrs old) - July 13 to July 18; services. Take time for great participate in this festival. Entry 
please direct them to Erin Miller Date: May 23-25 Session 3 - (12-15 yrs old) - July outdoor activities like paddle boat details and registration will be 
at emiller@syrodio.org or 315- Place: Guggenheim Lodge 20 to July 25; Session 4 - (12-15 rides, beach volleyball, and hiking. available soon 
472-6754 opt. 1 or Steve Tartaglia Features: If you are suffering yrs old) - July 27 to Aug.l;Session You are never too young or too 
at startaglia@rcdony.org or 315- after an abortion, you're not 5 - (16-18 yrs old) - Aug. 3 to old to enjoy being family at Camp WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
393-2920 alone. Join others on a weekend Aug.8 Guggenheim! Ogdensburg - The Our Lady ofthe 

retreat of hope and healing. Cost: $425, scholarships are Contact: Registration is open Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-
ORDINATION TOTHE ORDER Contact: For more information available now at https://www.rcdony.org/ tee is offering a Women's Healing 
OF THE DIACONATE call Colleen 518-524-0774,email Features: Don't miss this fg Financial assistance is available. Retreat with the theme "From Eve 
Massena -Through the laying on cminer@rcdony.org or register opportunity to grow in your faith For more information, contact to Mary, A Journey of Hope and 
of hands and the invocation of online: rcdony.org/pro-life/rv-re- while enjoying a full camp experi- Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 Healing': 
the Holy Spirit, the Most Bishop treat ence in beautiful Saranac Lake! or startaglia@rcdony.org. Date: Oct. 9 -12 
Terry R. LaValley will Ordain to Contact: To register go to: Place: Wadhams Hall 
the Order of Deacon Mr. Michelet DOMESTIC MISSION OPPORTUNITY www.rcdony.org/youth/camp AFTERNOON OF MUSIC & ART Cost: $275 includes accommo-
Boncoeur, Mr. Tyler Martin Fitz- The North Country Mission of To inquire about financial aid Saranac Lake - Recognizing sacred dations and meals 
gerald and Mr. Dennis Mamwaha Hope is offering a domestic please email Jeannie Grizzuto at music's ability to foster Hope Features: Presenters will be 
Ombongi. You are cordially invited mission opportunity for anyone jgrizzuto@rcdony.org and desiring an opportunity for Father Michael Jablonski and 
to join in the Ordination Liturgy. 14 years and older. musicians throughout the diocese Father Douglas Schirmer 

Date: May 24 Date: Aug. 9 - 15 FAMILY GUGGENHEIM to come together for a communal Contact: to register and for 
Time: 11 a.m. Place: The mission will take Saranac Lake - Registration for expression of hope and prayer, the more information go to https:// 
Place: Sacred Heart Church place in the Appalachian Region Family Guggenheim is now open. Diocese of Ogdensburg will host www.rcdony.org/ourlady 
Features: A Reception wi II of Southeast Kentucky. Date: Session 1:Aug.14-17; an arts festival,"The Look, Feel, & 

immediately follow the Liturgy at Contact: Please contact Session 2: Aug. 21-24; Session 3: Sound of Hope': 
Trinity Catholic School, 188 Main Deacon James Carlin for more Oct. 10-12 Date: Aug. 24 
Street, Massena, NY 13662. The information, costs and an applica- Features: Family Guggenheim Time: 3 p.m. to 5 
Ordination Mass may be viewed tion. The deadline for application welcomes families to come enjoy Place: St. Bernard's Church 
at www.rcdony.org/ordination. is May 30. a special weekend in the beauty Features: The event is part of 
The Ordination Mass program of the Adirondacks. Expect fun the diocese's 2025 Jubilee Year 
will be available at the same link CAMP GUGGENHEIM family workshops and activities Celebration and aims to bring a 
shortly before the Liturgy. Saranac Lake - Camp Guggen- that will have you working and greater share of hope and prayer 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Are we committed to the shepherd? 
"The Lord is my shep- man of faith, also read 

herd, there is nothing the psalm aloud. He 
I shall want." Those stumbled over words, 
very familiar words are, was monotone in his 
I am sure, known to recitation, deadpan 
most of us. They in the delivery. 
form part of our However, the 
prayer when we audience was 
are troubled. more impressed 
Those words are by this man's 
the fodder of delivery. Even 
sympathy cards the actor con-
that we sent to gratulated the 
others who feel ordinary Joe 
troubled at the for his delivery. 
loss of a loved Msgr.Robert Joe had a hard 
one. Those same H.Au(oin time accepting 
words find them- ===== the praise, but 
selves as parts the actor said to 
of our liturgies, again him: "I know the psalm 
especially in funeral lit- perfectly. However, you 
urgies. know the shepherd. I 

The story is told about spoke the words, you 
two men, a talented ac- spoke from the heart." 
tor and an ordinary Joe. Please note that the 
They were asked to re- psalm says: "The Lord 
cite the poem. The ac- is my shepherd." It 
tor, a non-believer, did does not say "The Lord 
an excellent job recit- is a shepherd," even 
ing the psalm. He pro- though he is a shep­
nounced and enunciat- herd. 
ed each word perfectly, So, it seems that the 
pausing as appropri- question for us is how 
ate, emphasizing as would we recited the 
needed, and changing psalm - like the actor 
the tone of his voice or like the ordinary Joe. 
as necessary. Listeners Jesus clearly presents 
were spell bound by his himself in today's Gos­
recitation and deeply pel as the shepherd. 
impressed. What we have in to-

The ordinary Joe, a day's Gospel is a snip-

Mayll 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

READINGS 
Acts 13:14,43-52 

Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 
John 10:27-30 

pet of his full teaching 
on his role as shepherd. 
However, even though 
the passage is brief, it 
remains very powerful. 

First of all, Jesus iden­
tifies himself as the 
shepherd, the one cares 
for the sheep entrusted 
to him. As shepherd, 
he is very protective 
of his sheep, in other 
words all of us because 
we are the sheep over 
whom he watches. Je­
sus is committed to his 
role in the relationship 
between shepherd and 
sheep. However, a legit­
imate question would 
be how committed are 
we? 

Without a doubt, we 
would all want to be­
long to this flock of 
Jesus. How comfort­
ing and reassuring it 
would be to know that 
we are part of that, so 
to speak, in-crowd of 
Jesus and his sheep. 

I The Diocese of Ogdensburg 
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But how can we be sure 
that we belong? 

Well, it seems that 
there are three re­
quirements to belong. 
First of all, we need 
to believe in Jesus as 
he is not as we make 
him to be. The only 
way that we can truly 
know Jesus is to read 
his words, read his life, 
read his teachings, all 
of which are found in 
the Gospels. It's quite 
easy to know Jesus if 
we describe him as we 
would like him to be. 
Our pop descriptions 
of Jesus may not be the 
Jesus as revealed in the 
Gospels. Unfortunate­
ly, some of our pop 
culture descriptions of 
Jesus focus so much on 
his humanity that they 
forget he is divine, that 
he is God. 

A second requirement 
to be among the sheep 
is that we listen to the 
shepherd. Listen means 
obey. If we make up our 
own Jesus, the big dan­
ger is that we likewise 
make up what he asks 
us to do. He does ask a 
lot but never asks what 
cannot be done. 

The third require­
ment is to heed his 
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voice, that is listen and 
put into practice. When 
we hear that we think 
immediately of mor­
al issues and morality 
is part of it. But even 
greater than morality is 
the "attitude" of Christ. 
Attitude is hard to de­
scribe in words, easy to 
recognize in reality. We 
all know when someone 
"cops" attitude. Well, in 
our life as sheep, we 
must have the same 
attitude as Christ to­
wards the world. Moral­
ity is only one aspect. 
The attitude of Christ 
means practicing vir­
tues of justice, chari­
ty, prudence, and the 
list could go on and on 
with all attitudes that 
we can read about as 
we read the Gospels. 

The shepherd has 
help coming from his 
sheep dog who knows 
the mind of the shep­
herd and directs the 
sheep in the right di­
rection. In a way, the 
teaching authority of 
the Church is like the 
sheepdog always keep­
ing in touch with the 
original teachings of 
Jesus and in touch with 
tradition in order to 
steer the flock always 
in the direction wanted 
by the shepherd. 

We call today Good 
Shepherd Sunday be­
cause of the gospel that 
we have read. We know 
that Jesus is our good 
shepherd. 

Let us pray that we 
can be good, faithful, 
and loyal sheep listen­
ing and heeding the 
voice of the shepherd. 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

135 Keyes Avenue 
Watertown· 782-49 lO 
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Adopt a cardinal: 
Pray for electors 
of the next pope 

By Kate Quinones 
Catholic News Agency 

The Pontifical Mission Societies USA is launch­
ing a prayer campaign to pray for the cardinals 
involved in the upcoming conclave as they pre­
pare to elect the next pope. 

Monsignor Roger Landry, the national director 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies USA, encour­
aged Catholics to pray for the cardinals in a video 
message from St. Peter's Square on Monday. 

The cardinals on Monday determined that the 
conclave to elect Pope Francis' successor will be­
gin on Wednesday, May 7. 

"That's nine days from now," Landry said on 
April 28. "A perfect time of prayer for the cardi­
nals as they take on their important responsibili­
ty before God of responding to the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit in order to be able to discern who 
should be the successor of St. Peter and the suc­
cessor of Pope Francis." 

Each person who signs up for the pontifical 
campaign will be assigned to pray for one of the 
135 cardinal electors participating in the upcom­
ing conclave. 

The prayer initiative will share the cardinal's 
name, birthplace, and birthday. 

"Please take that cardinal to everyone of your 
prayers because, as each of these cardinals has 
been saying to us, they are depending on the 
prayers of the entire Church," Landry said. 

Only cardinals under the age of 80 are voting 
members in the conclave - but Landry noted that 
"the selection of a pope is not just the act of car­
dinals under 80." 

"It's the act of the entire mystical body of Christ 
- you and me too," Landry said. 

"So please help us help them through joining 
this prayer campaign," Landry concluded. 

The prayer itself is simple: "Heavenly Father, 
guide the cardinals in wisdom and love as they 
may lead your Church. May your will be their 
compass. Amen." 

To adopt a cardinal in prayer, go to https:// 
www.pontificalmissions.org/pray-for-the-next­
pope. 

As part of the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope, Bishop Terry R. LaValley celebrated Mass for Wednesday of 
Holy Week at the chapel at United Helpers in Canton, known locally as Maplewood along with Father 
Bryan Stitt, pastor of St. Mary's in Canton. 

OBITUARIES 
Champlain - Edward Charles Morrisonville - Ronald Sickles, Burial May 1,2025 at St. Hubert's 
Martin, 72; Mass of Christian 82; Mass of Christian Burial Church; burial in Cranberry Lake 
Burial May 5, 2025 at St. Mary's April 30, 2025 at St. Alexander's Cemetery. 
Church; burial in St. Patrick's Church. 
Cemetery. Ticonderoga - Eufemio John 

Peru - Krisi Ann Shadrick Cucci, 92; Graveside services May 
Constableville - William J. Pottichen, 60; Mass of Christian 2,2025 at St. Mary's Cemetery. 
Kraeger, 88; Graveside services Burial May 1,2025 at St.Augus-
April 28, 2025 at St. Mary's tine's Church; burial in parish Tupper Lake - Randy S. Bean, 
Cemetery. cemetery. 73; Funeral Services April 29, 

2025 at Frary Funeral Home. 
Croghan - Wayne K. Kuhl, 79; Plattsburgh - Peter J. Maynard, 
Memorial Mass May 2,2025 at 60; Mass of Christian Burial May Watertown - Daphne R. 
St. Stephen's Church; burial in St. 30,2025 at St. John the Baptist (Pearce) Corbett, 96; Mass of 
Stephen's cemetery. Church; burial in Town of Platts- Christian Burial April 30, 2025 

burg Community Mausoleum. at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Indian Lake - Margaret (Farrell) Glenwood Cemetery. 
Lofthouse, 85; Mass of Christian Potsdam - David L.Grant,49; 
Burial May 31,2025 at St. Mary's Mass of Christian Burial April 29, Watertown - Lyle C. Gayne, Sr., 
Church. 2025 at St. Mary's Church; burial 86; Mass of Christian Burial May 

in St. Mary's Cemetery. 5,2025 at Holy Family Church; 
Massena - Shawn Michael burial in Brookside Cemetery. 
Lazore, Sr., 53; Funeral Services Rouses Point - Louise Adele 
April 30, 2025 at the Donald- (Dion) Conkrite, 77: Mass of Watertown - David N. Liscomb, 
son Funeral Home; burial in St. Christian Burial May 1,2025 at St. 73; Mass of Christian Burial April 
Joseph's Cemetery. Patrick's Church. 29,2025 at Holy Family Church; 

burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 
Massena - Steven J. Levac, 73; Star Lake - Sandra Catherine 
Privates service held. Tulip, 60; Mass of Christian 
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