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Pope Leo calls bishops 
to be 'firm and decisive' 

in dealing with abuse 
By Hannah Brockhaus 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Leo XIV on June 25 called bish-
0ps to be firm and decisive in dealing 
with scandal and sexual abuse, link­
ing vigilance against abuse to living a 
chaste life. 

Speaking to over 400 bishops from 
38 countries in St. Peter's Basilica, 
the pope also emphasized the impor­
tance of pastoral prudence, poverty, 
and synodality in the ministry of a 
bishop. 

"Together with material poverty, the 
life of the bishop is also marked by 
that specific form of poverty, which 
is celibacy and virginity for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven," he said 
during the June 25 meeting, the last 
part of a morning of spiritual activi­
ties for the Jubilee of Bishops. 

Leo said celibacy is more than living 
as a celibate but includes "chastity of 
heart and conduct, and in this way, 
living a life of Christian discipleship 
and presenting to all the authentic 
image of the Church, holy and chaste 
in her members as in her head." 

Following his reference to their per­
sonal chastity, the pope asked the 
bishops, when dealing with abuse, 
especially abuse of minors, to fully 
respect the Church's current regula­
tions. 

Pope Leo, before his election, spent 
two years as head of the Dicastery 
for Bishops, the Vatican department 
responsible for assisting the pope 
in the appointment of new bishops 
around the world, providing forma­
tion for new bishops, and intervening 
when necessary in problems of gover­
nance within a diocese. 

Evangelical poverty, as lived by the 
bishop, "is a simple, sober, and gen­
erous lifestyle, dignified and at the 
same time suited to the conditions of 
the majority of his people," the pon­
tiff said. 

"The poor," he continued, "must 
find in him a father and a broth­
er, and never feel uncomfortable in 
meeting him or entering his home. In 
his personal life, he must be detached 
from the pursuit of wealth and from 

forms of favoritism based on money 
or power." 

On pastoral prudence, Leo under­
lined the need for synodality - "dia­
logue as a style and method" - in the 
bishop's particular Church. 

He encouraged bishops to be men 
of the theological virtues: faith, hope, 
and charity. And he cited the Second 
Vatican Council decree on priests, 
Presbyterorum Ordinis, which men­
tions the human virtues of "fairness, 
Sincerity, magnanimity, openness of 
mind and heart, the ability to rejoice 
with those who rejoice and to suf­
fer with those who suffer, as well as 
self-control, delicacy, patience, dis­
cretion, great openness to listening 
and engaging in dialogue, and willing­
ness to serve." 

"These virtues," the pontiff said, 
"can and must be cultivated in con­
formity to the Lord Jesus, with the 
grace of the Holy Spirit." 

For the Jubilee of Bishops, members 
of the Roman Curia and bishops on 
pilgrimage to Rome began the morn­
ing by passing through the Holy Door. 
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, PSS, prefect 
emeritus of the Dicastery for Bishops, 
celebrated Mass for them at the Altar 
of the Chair before the approximately 
half-hour meeting with Leo. 

After the pope delivered his spiri­
tual message, which the bishops ap­
plauded, he led them in singing the 
Creed, the profession of the faith, in 
Latin. 

"At the very place where Peter gave 
witness to Christ, together with me, 
his successor, you renew your loyal­
ty to the prince of pastors," the pope 
said as he introduced the Creed. 

Pope Leo, in his catechesis, also cit­
ed St. Augustine's description of the 
priestly ministry as the "amoris offici­
um," or the "office of love" in English. 

Here the theological life of the bish­
op, he said, "is expressed and shines 
forth in the highest degree. Wheth­
er preaching, visiting communities, 
listening to priests and deacons, or 
making administrative decisions, all 
that he does is inspired and motivat­
ed by the charity of Christ the Shep­
herd." 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
AG confirms investigation into 'DC five' aborted babies 
U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi confirmed this week that there is an 
"ongoing investigation" into the deaths of "the D.C Five," the five late­
term aborted babies recovered from a Washington, D.C,abortion clinic 
three years ago. During a June 23 House budget hearing for the De­
partment of Justice, West Virginia Rep. Riley Moore noted that, in 2022, 
the D.C Metropolitan Police"recovered the remains of five unborn chil­
dren, apparently from a D.C abortion mill, which appeared to be the 
victims . .. of a brutal partial-birth abortion." Moore asked Bondi -
who was at the hearing to present the White House's Department of 
Justice budget - if the government would "commit to working with 
me and this committee to conduct a full and fair investigation into the 
deaths of these children to ensure justice is served for the D.C Five?" 
Bondi confirmed that the controversy is "an ongoing investigation," 
adding that she "cannot discuss that in this forum." "The D.C Five" 
were found at the home of Catholic convert and pro-life activist Lau­
ren Handy. The group Progressive Anti-Abortion Uprising said it ob­
tained the remains from reported whistleblowers who thought the 
killings may have violated federal laws against partial-birth abortion 
and infanticide. 

Religious sisters demonstrate as senators consider budget bill 
Sisters from 60 congregations gathered in Washington, D.C, on June 
24 to urge lawmakers not to cut government programs that support 
immigrants and people with low incomes. The event, called "Sisters 
Speak Out," was held in the nation's capital while approximately 40 
"echo events" took place across the country. Around 300 sisters and 
supporters attended the D.C gathering for "immigrants and a just 
economy" in anticipation of the Senate voting on the reconciliation 
bill this week. According to a press release from the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas, the sisters were gathered to speak out against budget 
cuts they believe will "gut health care and food assistance, inflicting 
serious harm on families,children, the elderly, and disabled."The event 
"had five different speakers" and the group gathered to pray a decade 
of the rosary together. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

BROWN BAG SERIES Clinton· 
Northern 
Franldin 
Deanery 

Join us for a new Brown Bag 
Virtual Series,"Where the World 
Meets the Church: A Way to En­
gage and Evangelize'; in four Ses­
sions. Father John Riccardo speaks 
on the HOME as the place where 
the world meets the Church. We 
will meet via TEAMS s. Adirondack Mountain Deanery 

Schedule: There are two 
options, Mondays, noon to 1 p.m. 
July 7,July 14,July 21,July 28; or 
Thursdays 7 to 8 p.m. July 3,July 
10,July 17,July 24. 

Place: Virtual via TEAMS The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Features: Session 1: The Need Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

for Engagement; Session 2: A Call North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
to Action; Session 3: A Change of Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Sorrell-Woodward 

American Legion Post 1623 
Features: All proceeds support 

St. Bernard's Church's 150th 
Anniversary Celebration. 

Contact: For more information 
call 518-594-3907 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Plattsburgh - Heartwell Home­
stead's 2nd Annual GolfTourna­
ment to be held. 

Date: Aug. 22 
Place: The Barracks Golf Course 
Contact: For more information 

and details go to https://www. 

Mindset; Session 4: Some Practical e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Id Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. f h 

eas 1----------..----------"1 Houseville - Exposition 0 t e 
Contact: If you have any db" d' . . Chances to wl'n w'lth a Hole I'n Most Blessed Sacrament and an emg Immerse m recelvmg 

questions, contact Marika at an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.A One sponsored by Shumway the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
mdonders@rcdony.orgTo register Insurance. observed the first Sunday ofthe short introduction is given about 
go to https://wwwJcdony.org/ the flow of the session followed Contact: Register by July 3rd month. 
brownbag b 30 . t . d by contactl'ng Bob Robare at 518 Date: July 6 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

SUMMER RAFflE 
Old Forge/Inlet - St.Anthony's & 
St. Bartholomew's to have their 
Annual Summer Raffle. 

Cost: Tickets are $100 each, 
only 500 will be sold. 

Features: Grand prize $12,000, 
second prize $4,000, third prize 
$2,000, fourth prize $1,000, 
fifth Prize $500. Five Early Bird 
Drawings for $100 each on July 6; 
five Early Bird Drawings for $10 
each on August 31, Grand Prize 
Drawing on October 12. You do 
not need to be present to win. 

Contact: For more information 
call the Parish Office at (315)369-
3554 

ClINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS 
Ellenburg Center - Soaking 
Prayers Sessions to be held every 
third Thursday ofthe month. 

Date: July 17, Aug. 21, Sept. 18 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Place: Our Lady of the Adiron­
dacks House of Prayer 

Features: Sessions are 
offered by Eve McGill, Living 
Waters Ministry. Soaking Prayer is 
surrendering yourselfto the Holy 
Spirit in a relaxed atmosphere 

ya -mmu e praise an wor-
ship segment to invoke the Holy 420-3854 or Jacki Black at the Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Spirit.The remainder of the time Church office at 518 561-5039. Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
is spent listening to the direction 
of the Holy Spirit. Bring your own 
bagged lunch. 

Contact: evemcgiIl16@charter. 
net or call 518-645-2648 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Champlain - St. Mary's to have 
Mass, Exposition and Benediction 
every first Friday of the month. 

Date:July4 
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass 

followed by Exposition ofthe 
Blessed Sacrament. 11 a.m. Bene­
diction ofthe Blessed Sacrament. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Morrisonville -The 20th Annual 
St. Alexander & St. Joseph Golf 
Classic Tournament will be held. 

Date: July 11 
Time: Shotgun start, 2 Flights 

One at 8 a.m. and one at 1 p.m. 
Team choice 

Place: Harmony Golf Club 
Cost: 4 Person Scramble, $65 

per person Includes. Green fees, 
cart, awards, meal between golf 
flights 

Features: Awards for lst,2nd 
and 3rd place teams. Prizes for 
the longest drives, closest to the 
pin, skins and putting contests. 

YARD SALE 
Brushton - St. Mary's Church to 
have a huge yard sale. 

Schedule: July 18 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and July 19 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Features: Lots of items to 
choose from as well as baked 
goods, plants, and lunch will be 
also be available. 

INDOOR YARD SALE 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Parish is 
having their indoor yard sale. 

Date: July 26 
Time: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Features: We have furniture, 

appliances, household items, 
toys, books, games, knick knacks, 
dishes, collectibles, tools, gar­
dening, holiday, baby items and 
much, much more! We also have 
concessions. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact the rectory 518-846-
7650. 

CHINESE AUmON 
& CRAFT FAIR 
Lyon Mountain - St. Bernard's 
and St. Edmund's Parish to have a 
Chinese Auction and Craft Fair. 

Date: July 27 

Contact: 315-348-6260 

SUMMER GALA AND RAFflE 
Clayton - St. Mary's Church is 
holding their annual summer 
Gala and Raffle. 

Date: Gala will be Aug. 5 
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 10 
Place: Cerow Arena at the 

Town of Clayton Recreation Park 
Cost: $100 (Each ticket is an 

entry into the raffle, and includes 
dinnerfor two, hors d'ouvres, 2 
coupons for 1 drink each, coffee, 
dessert and music. Sorry no take­
outs.) 

Features: First Prize is 
$10,000, Second through Fifth 
Prizes are $500. $100 Early Bird 
Prize for tickets purchased on or 
before July 3. Winners need not 
be present to win. All winning 
tickets are returned to the drum 
and will be eligible for all6 prizes. 

Contact: Tickets available after 
St. Mary's Masses or at the parish 
office. For more information call 
315-686-3398. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 

JULY 2,2025 

and St. Raymond's will have their 
Knights of Columbus Brunch. 

Date: July 13 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

S1. JAMES SUMMER RAFflE 
Gouverneur - Stjames School to 
have their summer raffle, grand 
prize $10,000. 

Date: Drawing is Sept. 7 at 
12:30 p.m. 

Cost: Tickets are $100 each, 
only 350 will be sold. 

Features: Grand Prize: 
$10,000; second prize: $5,000; 
third prize: $2,500; fourth prize: 
$1,500; fifth prize: $500. Winner 
need NOT be present to win. 

Contact: Tickets will be 
available after Masses & from 
Gouverneur school office 315-
287-0130 or Stjames Parish 
office 315-287-0114. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

WALK AND TALK 
Rensselaer Falls - Walk and Talk, a 
Young Adult Encounter. All Young 
Adults (aged 18 - 35ish) are 
invited to an informal gathering 
and hike. 

Date: July 5 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: Indian Creek Nature 

Center (www.indiancreeknature­
centerny.org) 

Features: Entry to the park is 
free. We will decide on the trail 
to follow as a group. Depending 
on the weather, the terrain and 
roads could be muddy, so please 
plan accordingly. Please bring a 
bagged lunch. 

Contact: For more information 
and to let us know that you are 
planning joining us, contact Alexis 
Michael at alexismichael198@ 
proton.me or Marika Donders at 
mdonders@rcdony.org 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 
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Actor Al Pacino meets with Pope Leo 
By Victoria Cardiel The film, "The Brothers," nor has it confirmed it. Iervoli- He also stated that the 
Catholic News Agency which chronicles the vicissi- no's social media post, which meeting "was a moment of 

In an unexpected visit, Hol­
lywood actor Al Pacino was 
received by Pope Leo XIV on 
June 17 at the Vatican, ac­
cording to photos shared on 
Instagram by Italian film pro­
ducer Andrea Iervolino. 

tudes of the Maserati broth- is accompanied by a photo profound spiritual and cul­
ers, stars the Oscar-winning of the meeting, shows Pacino tural inspiration, centered on 
actor and is produced by Ier- and Iervolino smiling next to the shared values that are at 
volino. the pope, who is holding the the heart of both the Catholic 

During the private audi- small replica of the car. Church and the film: family 
ence with the pontiff, Leo was In a press release posted on unity, love, compassion, and 
presented with a miniature social media, Iervolino stated: the importance of contribut­
model of a Maserati vehicle, "We are honored to announce ing to the common good." 

Pacino and Iervolino are 
currently in Italy filming their 
next movie, which is dedicat­
ed to the origins of the iconic 
Maserati automobile brand. 

a symbol of the Italian de- that this morning His Holi- This story was first pub­
sign-and-engineering legacy. ness Pope Leo XIV received in lished by ACI Prensa, CNA's 

The Holy See Press Office private audience at the Holy Spanish-language news part­
has not issued an official See a delegation from the film nero It has been translated and 
statement about the meeting, Maserati." adapted by CNA. 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 Deacon Mr. Gordon J. Burdo,Jr., Mr. LaValley Features: Expect fun family For musicians from around the 

DOVS RAFFLE James B. Kavanaugh, Mr. James P. Contact: Don't miss out on this workshops and activities that will diocese, there are three ways to 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg Law, Mr. Francis E. Sczerzenie, Mr. special occasion! The registration have you working and laughing participate in this initiative: as a 

Vocation Society (DOVS) is having Garry Stevens and Mr. Nicholas A. deadline is Aug.4, 2025. Register together. Celebrate Christ's pres- member of the Diocesan Choir, as 

its only fundraiser, a raffle. Tsibulsky. You are cordially invited at https://wwwJcdony.org/ya ence in your lives through liturgy a Soloist/part of a chamber music 

Date: Tickets on sale June 1 to join in the Ordination Liturgy. and prayer services. Take time group, and/or the Invitational 

and drawing date is July 9 Date: Aug. 9 CAMP GUGGENHEIM for great outdoor activities like Diocesan Schola Select Choir. 

Cost: Tickets are $5 each or 5 Time: 11 a.m. Saranac Lake - Camp Guggen- paddle boat rides, beach volley- Contact: Artists and musicians, 

for $20 Place: St. Mary's Cathedral heim registration is now open. ball,and hiking. for details how to participate 

Features: First prize is $500, Features: A Reception will Dates: Session 1 - (11-14 yrs Contact: Registration is open in this festival, see https:// 

second is a quilt, third is a bird- immediately follow at the Martin old) - July 6 to July 11; Session 2- now at https://www.rcdony.org/ www.rcdony.org/soundofhope. 

house with stand, fourth is $100 Field Club (formerly the Knights (12-15 yrs old) - July 13 to July 18; fg Financial assistance is available. Deadline for Artists and Musicians 

in gift cards ($50 Stewart's, $25 of Columbus Hall), 721 Hasbrouck Session 3 - (12-15 yrs old) - July For more information, contact to register their interest has been 

Visa Gift Card and $25 WaIMart). Street. The Ordination Mass may 20 to July 25; Session 4 - (12-15 Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 extended to JUNE 30. 

Contact: Connie Randall at be viewed at wwwJcdony.org/ yrs old) - July 27 to Aug. 1; Session or startaglia@rcdony.org. 

315-783-0574 or email con- ordination. 5 - (16-18 yrs old) - Aug.3 to WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 

nierandaIl47@yahoo.com Aug.8 AFTERNOON OF MUSIC & ART Ogdensburg - The Our Lady of the 
YOUTH PARISH Cost: $425, scholarships are Saranac Lake -The Diocese of Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-

PILGRIMAGE TO VOLUNTEER PICNIC available Ogdensburg will host an arts tee is offering a Women's Healing 
S1. ANNE'S SHRINE Saranac Lake - Calling all Youth Features: Don't miss this festival,"The Look, Feel, & Sound Retreat with the theme "From Eve 
Isle LaMotte, VT - Knights of Co- Parish Volunteers! Join us for opportunity to grow in your faith of Hope': to Mary, A Journey of Hope and 
lumbus Councils from throughout a special day celebrating and while enjoying a full camp experi- Date: Aug. 24 Healing': 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg will honoring Diocesan Youth Parish ence in beautiful Saranac Lake! Time: 3 p.m. to 5 Date: Oct. 9 -12 
participate in their 77th annual Volunteers! Parents and siblings, Contact: To register go to: Place: St. Bernard's Church Place: Wadhams Hall 
pilgrimage to St.Anne's Shrine. Youth Volunteers - altar servers, wwwJcdony.org/youth/camp Features: The event is part of Cost: $275 includes accommo-

Date: July 13 music ministers, faith formation To inquire about financial aid the diocese's 2025 Jubilee Year dations and meals 
Schedule: Bishop Terry A. La- helpers, lectors, etc., are invited please email Jeannie Grizzuto at Celebration and aims to bring a Features: Presenters will be 

Valley will celebrate Mass at 12:15 to Camp Guggenheim for faith, jgrizzuto@rcdony.org greater share of hope and prayer Father Michael Jablonski and 
p.m. Following Mass, the Peru K of fellowship, and fun. to our lives, our communities Father Douglas Schirmer 
C Council will serve a luncheon on Date: Aug. 11 FAMILY GUGGENHEIM and our world. We are looking Contact: to register and for 
the Shrine's grounds. Time: 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saranac Lake - Registration for for visual and/or tactile art that more information go to https:// 

Contact: For more information, Features: This event is an Family Guggenheim is now open. express the theme of HOPE. These www.rcdony.org/ourlady 
please call Pilgrimage Coordinator opportunity for youth to connect, Date: Session 1: Aug. 14-17 works do not have to be overtly 
Gordon Burdo at 518-563-2796 listen to the vocation stories of (waiting list); Session 2:Aug.21- religious, but must represent the 

guest speakers, and enjoy games 24; Session 3: Oct. 1 0-12 Look, Feel and Sound of Hope. 
ORDINATION TO THE ORDER and activities designed to inspire 
OF THE DIACONATE and strengthen their faith. A D.L. CALARCO 
Ogdensburg -Through the laying delicious cookout of hot dogs and Funeral Home, Inc. 
on of hands and the invocation of hamburgers will be provided. The 
the Holy Spirit, Bishop Terry R. La- day will culminate with a Mass 135 Keyes Avenue 

Watertown· 782·4910 
Valley will Ordain to the Order of celebrated by Bishop Terry R. 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Finding peace 
Many of us will re- peace means no war, 

member the "peace era," and love means no hate. 
the 1960s. There were In a nutshell, when we 
peace protests, peace hear peace and love in 
symbols, peace T-shirts, scripture, those words 
the word "peace" do not suggest a 
e m b I a z 0 ned mere lack of war 
wherever we and hate, but, 
turned. The hap- rather, they tell 
py go-along with us to act to bring 
peace was love. peace and love. 
We heard such Jesus never said, 
songs as "All you in building peace 
need is love," and and in loving our 
music seemed to neighbor, that we 
intertwine peace Msgr. Robert would get warm, 
and love. For H.Au(oin fuzzy feelings 
some, merely ===== of good will and 
speaking, sing- cheer. Rather, in 
ing, writing or print- Jesus speak, peace and 
ing the words "peace" love result from actions 
and "love" would make not wishes. 
those realities happen. Jesus tells his dis-

Some even believed ciples that they must 
that the Gospel could bring peace to those 
be replaced with the whom they encoun­
peace and love move- ter. In his words, "Into 
ment. Peace and love whatever house you en­
definitely stand out in ter, first say, 'Peace to 
the Gospel message, this household.'" 
but the scriptural uses The scriptures speak 
of those terms differ. of peace with four dif­
Often, we believe that ferent meanings. One 

WINSI , I 
St. James School Summer Raffle 

Drawing to be held Sept. 7 at 12:30 p.m. 

• only 350 tickets sold - Donation price of $100 each 
• 2nd Prize: $5000 

3rd Prize: $2500 
4th Prize: $1500 
5th Prize: $500 

• All tickets will remain "in drum" and eligible for 
every prize drawing!! 

• Winners need NOT be present. 
• NYS Tax documentation will be required. 

Any questions, call 315-287-0114 

If you wish to buy tickets by mail. please fill out the 
form & enclose your check made out to: 

Sf. James School 
;ii} 164 E Main Street 

Gouverneur, NY 13642 
NAME ________________________________ __ 
ADDRESS _______________ _ 

July6 

Fourteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Isaiah 66:10-14c 
Galatians 6:14-18 

Luke 10:1-12,17-20 

use of the word peace 
is in the military sense, 
a lack of war, peace 
among nations. Scrip­
ture also speaks of 
peace in a personal 
sense, a feeling of per­
sonal well-being, being 
at peace with ourselves. 
Then, there is the re­
ligious sense of peace 
indicating a right rela­
tionship with God, be­
ing at peace with God. 
Finally, there is Jesus' 
use of the word pro­
moting our peace with 
God, neighbor, and one­
self. 

Later in Mass, at the 
sign of peace, when we 
speak of the peace of 
Christ, when we extend 
to others the peace of 
Christ, we are wishing 
that the other person 
be at peace with God, 
his neighbor, and him­
self. 

In the Our Father, we 
pray: "Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done." 

Let me ask a question. It 
may sound stupid, bold 
or even arrogant. Do 
you really want God's 
kingdom to come? Do 
you really want God's 
will to be done? Do you 
really want God's peace 
to rule on the earth? 
You see the phrases 
"thy kingdom come ... 
thy will be done" leave 
out the doer of these 
actions. Thy kingdom 
come and thy will be 
done can happen only 
with our actions, our 
deeds, our moving for­
ward. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done 
are human activities 
not wishful thoughts. 

If we cave in to mor­
al relativism, God's 
will will never happen, 
and the kingdom will 
fall apart. Moral rela­
tivism removes objec­
tive moral values and 
truths. The moral rela­
tivist defines morality 
from within the person 
without a link to an 
objective moral value 
or belief. When the re­
sults of moral relativ­
ism become enacted in 
laws and public poli­
cies, then "thy kingdom 
come" and "thy will be 
done" have been re­
placed with "someone 

else's kingdom come" 
and "someone else's 
will be done." 

This week we justi­
fiably celebrated our 
American heritage with 
pride and dignity. We 
celebrate our freedom, 
our justice, our melting 
pot heritage, our ability 
to respond to national 
challenges. In celebrat­
ing our peace and love 
found in our country, 
we should never forget 
that "In God we trust" is 
more than a slogan. 

Jesus was very clear 
that his disciples had 
to bring peace and love 
to the world, but he 
also said that his peace 
and love are not as the 
world gives them. The 
peace and love of Je­
sus are values based 
on God's will and God's 
law. They are not values 
based on human will 
and human law. God's 
peace and love can only 
come from God's law 
and God's will as lived 
and practiced by his 
disciples. 

If we want to continue 
having peace and love 
in our world, then these 
words must come alive 
and radiate at all times: 
Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done. 

----------------------------

I Relax this summer with 
I your subscription to the 
I North Country Catholic, 
I The newspaper for the 
: Diocese of Ogdensburg 

S~)yH~eJ. 
Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org 

to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery. 

OR Send this coupon with payment to: 
North Country Catholic 

PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317 
**Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery when mailing in your renewal * * 

o Inside Diocese $27 0 Outside Diocese $30 
I want to be a Patron: 0 $350 $500 $1000 $250 0 Please send my 

subscription to my 
e-mail address: o New Subscription 0 Renewal 

Name __________________________ _ 

Address ________________________ _ 

City _______ State __ Zip ____ _ 

Parish. ________________________ __ 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
info@rcdony.org 

Rainy season 
brings hardships 
Three months after the devastating earthquake of 

March 28, the area around Mandalay in north-central 
Myanmar has been hit by heavy rains and thunder­
storms for more than three weeks. Due to the per­
sistent rains and aftershocks, some buildings already 
damaged by the earthquake have collapsed, causing 
further difficulties for affected communities, accord­
ing to a report by the Emergency Rescue Team for hu­
manitarian assistance of the Archdiocese of Mandalay. 

"Many people are still spending the night outdoors 
or in makeshift shelters. Many houses have been dam­
aged or destroyed by the earthquake, forcing families 
to sleep outdoors," the report states. "In and around 
Mandalay, people are using (tarps), tents or bamboo 
structures to protect themselves from the weather. 
Access to clean water, sanitation and essential goods 
remains limited." 

With the onset of the monsoon, the situation for 
earthquake victims is likely to become even more dif­
ficult. The makeshift shelters "will not be able to with­
stand heavy rains and winds," the report says. "We 
fear that flooding and poor sanitation will increase 
the risk of waterborne diseases, especially for children 
and the elderly. Without urgent assistance in provid­
ing more permanent shelters and improving sanita­
tion conditions, the safety and wellbeing of large seg­
ments of the population will be seriously threatened 
during the rainy season." 

The diocese has provided undamaged structures 
and church buildings or rooms to house the displaced. 
"Makeshift tents have been set up by earthquake vic­
tims at the st. Michael's Parish complex in Mandalay. 
Among those affected are not only Catholics but also 
Buddhists. Their homes were severely damaged," the 
report states. 

Volunteers diocesan teams distribute aid to earth­
quake victims, others work to repair damaged church 
buildings, and still others lead emergency relief teams. 
Priests and religious share the fate of the refugees. For 
example, in the courtyard of the archbishop's com­
plex. Father Peter Kyi Maung, secretary of the archdio­
cese, explains: "We have made ourselves comfortable 
sleeping places with simple sheets and mosquito nets 
in the open areas of the complex. Until the necessary 
repairs are carried out, we have no choice but to con­
tinue living in these makeshift conditions. But all the 
volunteers and faithful are working hard every day to 
improve the situation bit by bit. The Lord gives us the 
strength to continue." 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. Please remember the Pon­
tifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

when writing or changing your will. 
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OBITUARIES 
Alexandria Bay - Sylvia Ann Keeseville - David L. King,59; 
(Hall) Fahsel, 76; Graveside Funeral Services June 19,2025 at 
Services June 22,2025 at St. Cyril's Hamilton Funeral Home. 
Cemetery. 

Lowville - Robert O. Mono, Sr., 
Bombay - Colin G."Butch" Cun- 39; Funeral Services June 27,2025 
ningham,81; Mass of Christian at Lundy Funeral Home. 
Burial June 28,2025 at St.Augus-
tine's Church; burial in StJoseph's Lyon Mountain - Margo M. 
Cemetery, Bombay. (Pageau) Rounds, 70; Mass of 

Christian Burial June 20,2025 at 
Carthage - Alfreda M. Ellis, 90; St. Bernard's Church; burial in St. 
Mass of Christian Burial July 14, Bernard's Cemetery. 
2025 at Stjames Church; burial in 
Stjames Cemetery. Malone - Cheryl D. (lebo) Sauve, 

80; Funeral Services June 23,2025 
Chazy - Gary George Moore, at Frary Funeral Home. 
78; Mass of Christian Burial June 
20,2025 at Sacred Heart Church; Massena - John S. Perrine, 88; 
burial in parish cemetery. Private Services to be held. 

Clayton - Louis Anthony Cos- Morrisonville - Carl J. Goddeau, 
tantino 111,45; Mass of Christian 80; Graveside Services June 27, 
Burial June 23,2025 at St. Mary's 2025 at St. Alexander's Cemetery. 
Church; burial in Clayton Ceme-
tery. Norwood - Larry G. Stein burg, 

75; Funeral Services June 19,2025 
Colton - Julia W. Regan,85; Mass at the Buck Funeral Home; burial 
of Christian Burial June 20,2025 in Calvary Cemetery. 
at St. Patrick's Church; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery. Ogdensburg - Richard L. Dings, 

89; Mass of Christian Burial June 
Colton - John "Jack" B. Saunders, 17,2025 at Notre Dame Church; 
92; Mass of Christian Burial June burial in Notre Dame Cemetery. 
28,2025 at St. Patrick's Church. 

Ogdensburg - Manley B. Nipe, 
Croghan - Kevin L. Turck, 90; 90; Mass of Christian Burial June 
Mass of Christian Burial July 15, 20,2025 at Notre Dame Church; 
2025 at St. Stephen's Church; burial in Oswegatchie Mausole-
burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery. um. 

Gabriels - Marybeth (Fox) Olmstedville - Patricia H. 
Leavitt, 71; Mass of Christian Buri- (Jackson) Moriarty, 90; Mass of 
al Aug. 2,2025 at Church of the Christian Burial June 20,2025 at 
Assumption; burial in Brighton StJoseph's Church; burial in St. 
Mountain View Cemetery. Mary's Cemetery,lrishtown. 

Harrisville - Parrish Preston Peru - James Edward Roach, 
Baillargeon, 52; Funeral Services 61; Funeral Services July 5,2025 
June 24, 2025 at Scanlon Funeral at the Hamilton Funeral Home; 
Home; burial in St. Francis Ceme- burial in St. Augustine's Cemetery. 
tery, Harrisville. 

Plattsburgh - Carol A. (Rostak) 
Hogansburg - Christine Rose Beebie, 78; Mass of Christian 
(Comstock) Wood, 94; Mass of Burial June 20, 2025 at Our Lady 
Christian Burial June 16,2025 of Victory Church; burial in St. 
at St. Regis Church; burial in St. Peter's Cemetery. 
Joseph's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Christopher F. 
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Boslet, Sr., 88; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 23,2025 at St. Peter's 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Helen"Holly" A. 
(Carnahan) Cadigan,61; Funeral 
Services June 22,2025 at Brown 
Funeral Home. 

Plattsburgh - Margaret"Peggy" 
Durnin Tolosky,64; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 26, 2025 at 
St. Peters Church. 

Potsdam - Lynne Marie (Ellis) 
Saucier, 72; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 20,2025 at St. 
Mary's Church; burial in Bayside 
Cemetery. 

Potsdam - Nathan David Snell, 
78; Mass of Christian Burial July 
12,2025 at St.Mary's Church, 
Potsdam burial in Chapel Hill 
Cemetery, Parishville. 

Rosiere - Linda A. (Bourquin) 
Aubertine, 76; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 19,2025 at St.Vincent 
de Paul Church; burial in St. 
Vincent de Paul Cemetery. 

Rouses Point - William Roger 
Bosley, 69; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 20,2025 at St. Patrick's 
Church; burial in StJoseph's 
Cemetery, Mooers. 

Rouses Point - Carol A. (Lynch) 
Hand, 69; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 19,2025 at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Saranac Lake - John "Jack" Fin-
egan, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 26, 2025 at St. Bernard's 
Church. 

Tupper Lake - Georgianna 
"Jean" (McFaul) Garrow, 89; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 20,2025 
at St. Alphonsus Church; burial in 
Holy Name Cemetery. 

Tupper Lake - Ayupe J. Shaheen, 
90; Mass of Christian Burial June 
23,2025 at St.Alphonsus Church; 
burial in St.Alphonsus Cemetery. 
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Commissioned for ministry 
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found challenging. 
"It made it accessible 

for me to do as a fa­
ther and husband and 
while working," Bom­
bard said. "It was nice 
meeting people online 
first and then meeting 

them in person at the 
retreats. As far as the 
training and the col­
laboration with class­
mates, I really enjoyed 
that. It was nice getting 
to meet people and talk 
about our faith. That's 
not something we often 
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get to do. The online 
format worked great 
for me." 

Carlin said she appre­
ciated the flexibility the 
online program offered, 
and that flexibility en­
abled her to participate 
through unexpected 
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life events, but she also 
found aspects of the 
online program chal­
lenging. 

"I understand and 
appreciate the con­
venience, and it was 
convenient for me, as 
well," she said. "But 
I'm a people person. I 
understand a topic bet­
ter if I hear someone 
talk about it, and if I 
hear people ask ques­
tions and get answers. I 
found it challenging to 
not have that." 

Towler echoed those 
sentiments. 

"In the beginning, I 
found the online aspect 
to be very attractive, 
mostly because I'm ex­
tremely busy," she said. 
"I liked being able to do 
the work on my own 
time. Going through 
the courses, I missed 
having more opportuni­
ties to interact with my 
classmates. I think the 
online courses gave us 
a nice variety of cours­
es, but I would've liked 
more opportunities for 
dialogue, deepening re­
lationships and learn­
ing from each other. We 
might post about what 
we took from a video or 
a reading, but we didn't 
have conversations." 
MOVING FORWARD 

As she continues 
working with youth 
and in music ministry, 
Towler said she hopes 
her participation in the 
program and the minis­
tries of the other partic­
ipants will bear fruit. 

"I'm really hopeful 
and prayerful that the 
people who took this 
course can move for­
ward in ways that re­
flect Catholicism and 
God's love for every­
one," she said. "I hope 
they can meet people 
where they are, that 
they can be open mind­
ed, and that they can 
have honest conversa­
tions but come from a 
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place of love." 
Carlin said she looks 

forward to using the 
skills she's obtained 
working with confir­
mation students in her 
home parish. 

"I also sit in with 
(Deacon) James (Carlin) 
when he teaches OCIA," 
she said. "I feel like 
bringing my back­
ground - not growing 
up Catholic - into that 
can be helpful. In the 
past, I've sometimes 
felt apprehensive and 
worried I couldn't ex­
plain what different 
parts of Catholicism 
mean or why they are 
the way they are. Now, 
I'm a little less nervous 
to say, 'I can help with 
that.'" 

"I hope to work on 
an outreach program 
with my son," added 
Bombard. "We share a 
passion for our faith. 
We want to go out and 
reach others and get 
them to the Church or 
back to the Church - to 
go out into the commu­
nity and make disci­
ples." 

Bombard said he'd en­
courage others to pur­
sue the Formation for 
Ministry program. 

"As Bishop (LaValley) 
mentioned at commis­
sioning, this isn't grad­
uation," he said. "We're 
supposed to take this 
out into the world and 
tell people about it. 
It takes sacrifice and 
work to get through the 
program, but it's been 
a great experience for 
me, a great spiritual 
journey. Just growing 
in my understanding 
of the Eucharist - the 
true body and blood of 
Christ - has made Mass 
take on new meaning 
for me." 

"It's a starting point 
to learning more and 
feeling more comfort­
able in helping in min­
istry," added Carlin. 


