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VIRTUAL EVENTS

EUCHARISTIC MISSIONARY
FORMATION

A Virtual workshop to be held.
A Eucharistic Missionary is any
(atholic who — inspired by an
encounter with Christ in the Eu-
charist and fueled by the Bread of
Life — allows God to use them as
an instrument of his grace “for the
life of the world.”

Schedule: 5 online sessions
with 2 options to choose from.
Mon.Noonto 1 p.m. Sept.1,8,15,
22,29 or Wed. 7 p.m. to 8. Sept. 3,
10,17,24,and Oct.1

Place: Meet online via TEAMS

Features: Session 1: Eucharis-
tic Revival; Session 2: Eucharistic
Encounter; Session 3: Eucharistic
Identity; Session 4: Eucharistic
Life; Session 5: Eucharistic Mission.
Each session includes a half-hour
video followed by small group dis-
cussion, as well as practical ways
of putting the lessons into practice
during the week.

Contact: If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Marika at

mdonders@rcdony.org

SUMMER RAFFLE

0Id Forge/Inlet — St. Anthony’s &
St. Bartholomew's to have their
Annual Summer Raffle.

Cost: Tickets are $100 each,
only 500 will be sold.

Features: Grand prize $12,000,
second prize $4,000, third prize
$2,000, fourth prize $1,000, fifth
Prize $500. Five Early Bird Draw-
ings for $100 each on July 6; five
Early Bird Drawings for $10 each
on August 31, Grand Prize Drawing
on October 12.You do not need to
be present to win.

Contact: For more information

call the Parish Office at (315)369-
3554

CAR RAFFLE
Lake Placid — St. Agnes School is
having their annual Car Raffle.
Win a new Subaru or $20,000.
Features: Tickets are $20
apiece or $100 for six. Tickets are
available at the school (week-
days), after Mass (weekends), or
by phone (518-523-3771). Win-

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

ner need not be present to win.
Drawing will take place Oct. 12
after the 10 a.m. Mass. Winner can
choose a new Subaru Forester of
$20,000 cash - and 100% of raffle
proceeds benefit scholarships and
programs.

Contact: For more informa-
tion got to www.stagneslp.org or
development@stagnesip.org  or
(518) 523-3771

ALPHA
Lake Placid — ALPHA to be held,
all are invited no mater your back-
ground or beliefs.

Date: Weds. Starting Sept. 17

Time: 6:15p.m.t0 8:15

Place: St. Agnes School

Features: This is a free event
and includes a delicious dinner,
great videos (about life, faith, and
meaning), and small group dis-
cussion. All are welcome, so help
spread the word to your neighbors
and friends.

Contact: To register and for
questions, go to https:/stag-
neslakeplacid.com/alpha

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS
Ellenburg (enter - Soaking
Prayers Sessions to be held every
third Thursday of the month.
Date: Aug.21,Sept.18,0ct. 16
Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.
Place: Our Lady of the Adiron-

dacks House of Prayer

Features: Sessions are offered
by Eve McGill, Living Waters Min-
istry. Includes praise and worship,
soaking prayer, witness/group
sharing, lunch (bring your own
bagged lunch), and recitation of
the Rosary.

Contact: evemcgill16@charter.
net or call 518-645-2648

FOUNDERS DAY

Ellenburg Center — Qur Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer to
celebrate Founders Day.

Date: Aug.23

Schedule: 9:15 a.m. to 10 Ar-
rival and Special Music; 10 a.m. to
10:45 Creation, Our Cathedral of
Hope! with Sr. Bethany Fitzgerald,
SSJ, Guest Speaker; 11 a.m. Cele-
bration of the Mass with Bishop
Terry R. LaValley; 12 p.m. Delicious
Summer Luncheon

Features: Join friends and
neighbors in giving thanks and
praise to our Lord as we remem-
ber Father Joseph Trombley and
the many volunteers who founded
this treasure of prayer, retreat and
worship in the beautiful foothills
of the Adirondacks!

Contact: Please call 518-594-
3253 to RSVP for lunch. If you for-
get, come anyway for we always
have plenty! There is no cost for
lunch. Any donation, however, is
always gratefully accepted.

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Plattsburgh — Heartwell Home-
stead’s 2nd Annual Golf Tourna-
ment to be held.

Date: Aug.22

Schedule: Registration at 11
a.m., a Putting contest at 11:30,
Shotqun start at 12:30 p.m., Din-
ner and Prizes by 6 p.m.

Place: The Barracks Golf Course

Features: Opportunities for
sponsorship. It's time for golfers
to sign up. They can match you up
with a team. Get ready for a day of
fun and camaraderie.

Contact: For more information
on cost and details go to https://
www.HeartWellHomestead.org or
contact Janice Tobin at 518-569-
5370,  jtobin@heartwellhome-
stead.org

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS
Plattsburgh - Soaking prayer Ses-
sions to be held the first Monday
of each month.

Date: Sept.8 and Oct.6

Time: 1 p.m.to3 or6 p.m.to 8

Place: Newman Center

Features: Praise and worship
followed by soaking prayer.Led by
Eve McGill, Living Waters Ministry.
All are welcome.

Contact: evemcgill@charter.
net 518-645-2648

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE
Plattsburgh — Eastern Region
Commissioned Lay Minsters are
invited to celebrate with Bishop
Terry LaValley a 2025 Jubilee Year
of Hope Pilgrimage.

Place: St. Peter’s Church

Date: Sept. 14

Time: 2 p.m.

Cost: $12 per person

Contact: To register and for
more information www.rcdony.

ori/ilattsburghEearofhoEe

BLESSING OF FLOWERS,
HERBS, GRAINS
Houseville - St. Hedwig's will ob-
serve the Polish custom of bless-
ing flowers, herbs and grains fol-
lowed by a free ice cream social.

Date: Aug.17

Time: 11 a.m.Mass

Features: We will honor our
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Blessed Mother, Matka Boska
Zielna, Our Lady of the Greens. All
are welcome to participate in this
beautiful ethnic custom by bring-
ing pots or bouquets of flowers,
herbs and grains and join in a pro-
cession if desired. These blessed
items can decorate the home, be
taken to the cemetery or given as
gifts. There is no limit to the num-
ber of items you can bring.

Contact: 315-348-6260 for
more information.

EVENING OF SACRED MUSIC
(layton - Enjoy St. Mary’s music
ministry for an evening of sacred
choral music, scripture readings,
and solo performances.

Date: Aug.17

Time: 4 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Church

Features: This concert is a free
event with a goodwill offering
available at the door to support
our music ministry.

Contact: St. Mary’s parish of-
fice Email claytonsec@rcdony.org
Phone Number: 315-686-3398

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.

Date: Sept.7

Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass

Place: St.Hedwig's Church

Contact: 315-348-6260

ST. LAWRENCE

ST. JAMES SUMMER RAFFLE
Gouverneur — St. James School to
have their summer raffle, grand
prize $10,000.

Date: Drawing is Sept. 7 at
12:30 p.m.

Cost: Tickets are $100 each,
only 350 will be sold.

Features: Grand Prize: $10,000;
second prize: $5,000; third prize:
$2,500; fourth prize: $1,500; fifth
prize: $500. Plus five Early Bird
drawings for $100 each, will be
drawn June 29! All tickets will re-
main“in the drum”and be eligible
for EVERY prize drawing!! Winner
need NOT be present to win. NYS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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New Bishop Barron documentary planned

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

Word on Fire announced
Monday that a new documen-
tary by Bishop Robert Barron
is underway that will show-
case the beauty of Catholic ca-
thedrals and how they guide
the faithful to the divine.

In the announcement, Bar-
ron — who also serves as
bishop of the Diocese of Wi-
nona-Rochester, Minnesota
— explained that the inspi-
ration for the documentary
came after the tragic fire that
destroyed part of the historic
Notre-Dame Cathedral in Par-
is.

In April 2019, Notre Dame’s

Around the

iconic roof and spire were en-
gulfed by a fire, the causes of
which have yet to be deter-
mined. Its main structure was
saved, along with many of its
priceless contents, but the
restoration project was mon-
umental, amounting to almost
700 million euros ($740 mil-
lion). The historic cathedral
reopened on Dec. 7, 2024.

Barron recalled that the re-
sponse from people all around
the world was “intriguing”
to him and he “had a sense
that people knew the fire was
threatening to destroy some-
thing of great spiritual value
— even if they were not faith-
ful themselves.”

After this, Barron wrote a

diocese

script for a documentary that
explored the idea of the spiri-
tuality of cathedrals and their
ability to draw in even those
who do not believe in God or
practice any faith.

The documentary will take
viewers to the French cathe-
drals of Amiens, Chartres,
Notre-Dame, Reims, and
Saint-Denis to explore these
medieval cathedrals more in
depth. It will combine histo-
ry, theology, art, and Scrip-
ture to show the significance
of cathedrals and answer the
question: What is it about the
beauty of a cathedral that is
so transcendent?

Barron said he believes the
documentary will have “great

evangelical value.”

“My hope is that this film
can have a similar impact by
drawing people into the beau-
ty of our faith through the
intrigue of these impressive
buildings,” he said.

Barron has released several
documentaries over the years
including the “Catholicism”
series, which took viewers to
50 locations throughout 15
countries to reveal the full-
ness of the Catholic faith, and
the “Pivotal Players” series,
which dove into the lives of 12
of the most influential Catho-
lic figures in history.

A release date for the new
documentary has not been an-
nounced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
Tax documentation required.
Contact: Tickets will be avail-
able after Masses & from Gouver-
neur school office 315-287-0130
or St.James Parish office 315-287-
0114,

DIOCESAN EVENTS

CATECHIST CERTIFICATION
OPPORTUNITY
Deepen your faith life and work on
your catechist certification.
Schedule: Aug. 23 in Brown-
ville
Time: 8:45a.m.to0 3:30 p.m.
Features: Earn up to 3 work-
shop credits in one day.
Contact: Register by Aug.21 at:
rcdony.org/certworkshops

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Registration for
Family Guggenheim is now open.

Date: Session 2: Aug. 21-24;
Session 3: 0ct. 10-12

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families to come enjoy
aspecial weekend in the beauty of
the Adirondacks. Expect fun family
workshops and activities that will
have you working and laughing
together. Celebrate Christ’s pres-
ence in your lives through liturgy
and spedial prayer services. Take

time for great outdoor activities
like paddle boat rides, beach vol-
leyball, and hiking. You are never
t00 young or too old to enjoy be-
ing family at Camp Guggenheim!

Contact: Registration is open
now at https://www.rcdony.org/
fg Financial assistance is available.
For more information, contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920
or startaglia@rcdony.org.

AFTERNOON OF MUSICAND ART
Saranac Lake - All are invited to
experience beauty and vibrancy
through art and music in the Ju-
bilee Year of Hope. Join us for“The
Look, Feel and Sound of Hope’ a
gallery art show and music pre-
sentation.

Date: Aug. 24

Time:3 p.m.to 5

Place: St.Bernard's Church

Features: This FREE event in-
cludes a concert of talented mem-
bers of diocesan choirs, soloist
and musicians followed by light
refreshments and a gallery art
show of visual and tactile art cre-
ated by local North Country artists,
all expressing the Look, Feel and
Sound of Hope. The event is part
of the diocese’s 2025 Jubilee Year
(elebration and aims to bring a
greater share of hope and prayer

to our lives, our communities and
our world.

CELEBRATION OF LOVE
AND MARRIAGE MASS
Ogdensburg - We invite all fam-
ilies to join us at the annual Cel-
ebration of Love and Marriage
Mass.

Date: Sept.7

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral

Features: Whether you have
been married for less than 1 year
or over 50 years, we want to ac-
knowledge your commitment
and celebrate with you. Married
couples that wish to receive a cer-
tificate signed by Bishop LaValley
and have their names appear in
the program should register no
later than Aug. 29 at https://www.
rcdony.org/jubilee. Contact: For
more information please contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920
or startaglia@rcdony.org.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Saranac Lake — The Diocese of
Ogdensburg Youth Ministry is
inviting all High School students
(grades 9-12) are to their annual
Leadership Weekend.

Date: Sept.19-21

Place: (amp Guggenheim

Cost: $150 (financial aid is
available)

Features: Special guest speak-
er will be Penelope Rose from Stu-
dents for life. Learn to be a leader
in Christ. Free T-Shirt is included.

Contact: Register at rcdony.
org/leadership

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdensburg — The Our Lady of the
Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-
tee is offering a Women'’s Healing
Retreat with the theme “From Eve
to Mary, A Journey of Hope and
Healing”

Date: 0ct.9-12

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: 5275 includes accommo-
dations and meals

Features: Presenters will be
Father Michael Jablonski and Fa-
ther Douglas Schirmer

Contact: to register and for
more information go to https:/
www.rcdony.org/ourlady

Learn about Sisters of St.Jo-
seph Lay Associate Program

The Sisters of St. Joseph are
inviting men and women to
become a Sister of St. Joseph
Lay Assodiate.

The Lay Associate Program
meets once a month to learn
about the spirituality, the
charism and mission, and his-
tory of the Sisters of St. Joseph,
pray together and discuss ways
to deepen one’s spiritual life. If
you are interested in learning
about our Lay Associate please
contact Sister Mary Eamon
(smelyngssj@yahoo.com)  or
contact Sister Bethany Fitzger-
ald (srbethany@gmail.com).
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How good a Chris-
tian are you? That’s a
tough question since
everyone seems to have
a definition of who or

and should make us
nervous. Those strong
words of Jesus: “I came
to set a fire on the earth
... I came to bring di-

what a Christian vision.” That is
is. When I was absolutely true.
a high school Jesus did not
principal and bring  division
had to impose for the sake of
some form of division. Not at
discipline on S8 all. Rather, he is
a student, the | saying that his
student’s  sup- words will bring
posed clinch- divisions to so-
ing argument ciety, even to
was: “You’re Msgr.Robert the smallest but
not being very H.Aucoin most important
Christian.” My unit, the family.

response was al-
ways something like:
“What you did to end
up in my office actually
was not very Christian.”
Or sometimes 1 would
hear: “Is that what Je-
sus would do?” My
standard answer was: “I
don’t know, but I'm the
only one in charge right
now. So, build a bridge
and get over it.”
Today’s Gospel could

He is saying in
very clear terms that
division will result be-
cause not everyone will
follow his message,
not everyone will take
a stand on issues, not
everyone will adopt and
see the beauty of his
message.

Let’s look at some
small, but telling, is-
sues. When you have
company for dinner, do

SUNDAY’S S.(RIPTU RE
‘I came to brin

Twentieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10
Hebrews 12:1-4
Luke 12:49-53

you still say grace be-
fore meals, or do you
forego the prayer think-
ing that you don’t want
to make someone un-
comfortable?

When someone in-
troduces a controver-
sial item, do you avoid
it or take it on? Have
you fallen for the false
notion that everyone’s
truth is true. That’s
not the position Jesus
took with the issues
he faced: his teaching
caused dissension, but
he did not back down;
he forgave the penitent
woman, even though
others wanted to stone
her; he said that he was
the truth and did not

division’

give in on that point; he
told the woman at the
well that she was living
in adultery, in sin.

The saints and heroes
of today do not back
down from what is
truth. Dorothy Day and
Mother Cabrini defend-
ed the needs of the poor
in New York city; Bish-
op Oscar Romero was
shot while celebrating
Mass because he spoke
against an oppressive
government; people
stand in defense of the
unborn even though
they are subjected to
ridicule.

Some will say that we,
as church, should not
get involved in politi-
cal issues. Whenever an
issue, political or not,
affects humanity in any
way, then the rights of
humanity must be de-
fended. Human rights,
religious freedom, hu-
man dignity must al-
ways be defended by
a voice that defends
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them whether politics
has gotten involved.
The teachings of Je-
sus were deemed un-
popular, but they have
endured to this day.
Kings and queens
in whatever political
shape they may exist,
may try to alter what
we believe and what we
practice. But the words
of Jesus and his Church
must drown them out.
The Gospel that we
heard tells us that Jesus
knew his words would
be unpopular and cause
division. That remains
true even today. So,
who but us, the Church,
are going to be the voice
of Jesus in today’s so-
ciety? Even though the
voice of Jesus’ teaching
is unpopular, it must
still be lived, preached,
and spoken both when
convenient and incon-
venient.
Jesus spoke very
clearly. Hopefully, we
can do the same.

CALLED TO SERVE

Welcome to the new deacons!

“God willing, you will
be ordained a deacon of
the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg.”

We use that sentence
regularly during the for-
mation years for men
who have been called to
pursue membership in
the order.

“God willing” may
sound like a clever
phrase, even a joke at
times. The truth is, “God
willing” is an expression
packed with honesty and
an understanding that
God will decide if a man
is to be ordained.

As I write this column,
SiX men are preparing
for their ordination Au-
gust 9.

I thought about writ-
ing as if the ordination
had occurred and you
are reading this after the

fact. I might tell you how
wonderful the ceremony
was. That Bishop LaVal-
ley’s words of encour-
agement to the new dea-
cons were inspirational.
That the six men, Gordy
Burdo, Jimmy Law, JB
Kavanaugh, Frank Sczer-
zenie, Garry Stevens, and
Nick Tsibulsky acquitted
themselves beautifully.
That each was ordained
and is now Deacon.

But I would be making
that up because the ordi-
nation will happen after
the deadline for the edi-
tion you are reading. If I
told you how perfect it
all was, I would be hop-
ing, praying, that God’s
will is that the ordination
happened as planned.

Let’s assume that it is
God’s will and the ordi-
nation occurred at St.

Mary’s Cathedral August
9, 2025.

Family and friends of
the newly ordained were
present. In the crowd at
the Cathedral were some
of the people who men-
tioned to their friend a
few years ago,
“You would be
a great deacon!
Have vyou ever
considered that?”

Fellow deacons
and priests of the

er deacons after each
of the new deacons was
given his stole and dal-
matic.

These six men re-
turned to their sponsor
parishes and assisted at
the Celebration of the
Eucharist for the
first time as dea-

con. The Mass
was held Sunday,
August 10.

August 10 is
the Feast of St.

diocese were vest- Lawrence, him-
ed and witnessed self a deacon. As
the ceremony. a first century
Bish(_)p’s_ h(_)milf/ Deacon ;:lezlicon in Rome,
was inspirational, y.vioMastellon taly, awrence
as always. _____~ was responsible

Deacon  Nick, for the materi-

Deacon Garry, Deacon
Frank, Deacon JB, Dea-
con Jimmy, and Deacon
Gordy were welcomed to
the order by their broth-

al goods of the Church
and the distribution of
alms to the poor. A Ro-
man official demanded
that Lawrence hand over

the goods of the Church.
Instead, he distributed
those goods among the
poor.

"When ordered to de-
liver the treasures of the
Church, he presented the
city’s indigent, crippled,
blind, and suffering, and
declared that these were
the true treasures of the
Church: “Here are the
treasures of the church.
You see, the church is
truly rich, far richer than
your emperor!”

St. Lawrence, deacon,
is an inspiration to all of
us in the Order. Welcome
to our new members.

Deacon Kevin Mastel-
lon ministers in Water-
town.He is the Director
of Permanent Deacons
for the Diocese of Og-
densburg.
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Role in Catholic
Daughters

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

ing. We received recognition on the state level
for an education program in February 2024. I try
to focus on social justice stories.”

Prayer is central to who the Catholic Daughters
are.

“It definitely is a very worthwhile organization,
and one of the things that we do every night is
at 8 p.m. on our Facebook page, we go live for
prayer, with the Rosary or a prayer service. I of-
fered to pitch in and help.”

Skillan said she is excited to see where her new
state role takes her.

“I'm very excited,” she said. “I was honored to
be given a role in leadership so early. I think it’s
the Holy Spirit - my trajectory, it just happened.
I am excited about this new role, it will involve
travel to different courts for anniversaries, pos-
sible installations of officers. I like to travel a bit
and to meet new Catholic Daughters. I will defi-
nitely do my best to do it well.”

Members of the Catholic Daughters’ leadership
team include Judy Sterling, regent; Deborah Di-
Toto, first state regent; Mary Skillan, second state
regent; Susan Potaczala, secretary; and Maureen
Bonanno, treasurer.

Skillan is also the director of Birthright in Platts-
burgh. Her family moved here in 1963 because of
the Air Force base. Though she moved away a few
times, she has been back here longer than she has
been away.

“This has really become home for us,” she said.
“I was on ARC (Advocacy and Resource Center)
board for 20 years. My first board experience was
with them. I joined in 1995 and left in 2015.”

Skillan said she’s grateful for the Holy Spirit’s
moving in her life.

“What’s led me down this path is just being
open to the workings of the Holy Spirit, in all
honesty,” she said. “The Holy Spirit hasn’t led me
down a wrong path. The past 20 years of my life
have been some of the best years that I have ex-
perienced. It’s a completely different path than I
thought I would have in my life, but I'm glad that
it’s a path I ultimately decided to take.”

____________________________________________________ ;
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OBITUARIES

Brushton — Marlene Joan Prue,
71; Mass of Christian Burial July 30,
2025 at St.Mary’s Church.

Champlain - Ricky Arthur Grim-
shaw, 66; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug.2, 2025 at St. Mary’s Church.

Champlain - Dolores (Ausili)
Nobile, 85; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug.4,2025 at St. Mary’s Church.

Clayton — Patricia Ann (Auber-
tine) Bristol, 88; Memorial Mass
Aug.5,2025 at St.Mary’s Church.
Clayton - Geraldine “Gerry”
(Casler) Carpenter, 81; Mass of
Christian Burial Aug. 7, 2025 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in St. Mary’s
(emetery.

Clayton - Leslie E. Drake, 74; Mass
of Christian Burial Aug. 8, 2025 at
St. Mary’s Church; burial in Sandy
Hollow Cemetery, Philadelphia.

Colton - FrankT.Kearing, 97; Mass
of Christian Burial Aug. 29, 2025 at
St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St.
Patrick’s Cemetery.

Copenhagen — Doris M. (Ben-
ware) Young, 81; Memorial Ser-
vices July 31, 2025 at Sundquist
Funeral Home; burial in Beaches
Bridge Cemetery.

Ellenburg - Linda (Lafreniere)
Johnson, Mass of Christian Buri-
al Aug. 4, 2025 at St. Edmund’s
Church.

Ellenburg - Rolland C. Magoon,
81; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 2,
2025 at St. Edmund’s Church.

Evans Mills — Katerine E. (Knapp)
Hall, 82; Graveside Services Aug. 1,
2025 at Evans Mills Cemetery.

Gouverneur - Tina (Frank) Bin-
ion, 97; Funeral Services July 31,
2025 at French Funeral Home;
burial in New St.James Cemetery.

Gouverneur — Quinta A. Pistolesi,
81; Mass of Christian Burial July 30,
2025 at St. James Church; burial in

Oswegatchie Memorial Park, 0g-
densburg.

Hammond - Bertha M. Arquitt,
62: Services to be held at a later
date.

Harrisville — Michael Alexander
Webster, 26; Funeral Services July
31,2025 at Scanlon Funeral Home.

Hogansburg — Robert J. “Bobby
Snye” Phillips, 68; Mass of Christian
Burial July 31, 2025 at St. Regis
Church.

Keeseville — Rodney W. Davey, 87;
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 14,
2025 at Immaculate Conception
Church; burial in Evergreen Cem-
etery.

Lake Placid — Linda Lee (Thayer)
Borden, 83; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug.4,2025 at the Reiss Memorial
Chapel at Elderwood of Uihlein;
burial in St. Agnes Cemetery.

Lake Placid — Gene Joseph Gen-
gel, 83; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug.2,2025 at St.Agnes Church.

Lowville — Kenneth Henry Klauck,
91; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 8,
2025 at St. Agnes Church; burial in
St.Agnes Cemetery.

Lowville — Gordon H. Allen, 86;
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 2,
2025 at St. Peter’s Church; burial in
Lowville Rural Cemetery.

Lowville — George Reape Jr., 96;
Graveside services July 25,2025 at
the Lowville Rural Cemetery.

Lyon Mountain - Freda (Al
exander) Whitfield, 98; Mass of
Christian Buirial Aug. 2, 2025 at St.
Bernard’s Church; burial in St. Ber-
nard’s Cemetery.

Malone - (larence E. Dumas, 93;
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 16,
2025 at Notre Dame Church; burial
in Notre Dame Cemetery.

Malone - Barbara J. (Fleury)
LaMondie, 86; Mass of Christian

Burial July 29,2025 at Notre Dame
Church; burial in St. John Bosco
(Cemetery.

Massena — Cecilia (White) Mon-
tour, 88; Funeral Services July 19,
2025 at Donaldson Funeral Home.

Massena — Fay M. (LePage) Scully,
82; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 8,
2025 at St. Mary’s Church; burial in
(alvary Cemetery.

Morrisonville — William G.Wiese,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.
13,2025 at St. Alexander’s Church.

Ogdensburg - Suzanne M.
(Petrie) Brown, 65; Funeral Ser-
vices July 31,2025 at Oswegatchie
Memorial Park.

Saranac Lake — Walter James
Ryan, 94; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug.8,2025 at St.Bernard’s Church;
burial in St. Bernard’s Cemetery.

Tupper Lake - Reta Juliette
(Young) Larabie, 74; Funeral Ser-
vices Aug. 1, 2025 at the Frary Fu-
neral Home; burial in St. Alphonsus
Cemetery.

Tupper Lake — Lee Mandigo Sr,,
89; Funeral Services July 29, 2025
at the Frary Funeral Home; burial
in Holy Name Cemetery.

Watertown — Beatrice C. Boyce,
88; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 4,
2025 at Holy Family Church.

Watertown — Helen G. (Gartland)
Chisholm, 102; Mass of Christian
Burial Aug. 1, 2025 at Holy Family
Church; burial in Glenwood Cem-
etery.

Watertown — William Palmer
“Scotty” Scott, 79; Funeral Services
Aug. 8, 2025 at Reed & Benoit Fu-
neral Home; burial in Brookside
(Cemetery.

West Chazy — Mary E. (Hayes)
LaDuke, 79; Mass of Christian
Burial Aug. 1, 2025 at St. Joseph’s
Church; burial in St. Joseph's Cem-
etery.
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Help support seminarians around the world

“God loves us, God
loves you all, and evil
will not prevail! ...So, let
us move forward, with-
out fear, together, hand
in hand with God and
with one another!”

- Pope Leo XIV, First
Speech

Dear North Country
Catholic readers,

When Father Edwin
Vasquez Ghersi enrolled
in a college medical pro-
gram at the age of 17,
he had no idea how God
was going to change his
life.

In 1963 the Diocese
of Ogdensburg found-
ed the parish of San
Martin de Porres in
Mollendo, Peru, build-
ing the church stone by
stone. Over the course
of 40 years, 19 diocesan
priests and numerous

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES OF THE DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG, INC.
DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG

622 Washington Street

P.O. Box 369

Ogdensburg, NY 13669

Please consider donating to the
Saint Peter Apostle Summer Appeal.

\

From leftto right: Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ—

L

Director, Father Daniel Chapin, Father Edwin Vasquez Ghersi, Ms. Alexis Michael- Secretary

Your support of the Saint Peter Apostle Appeal is
instrumental in helping those with vocations to be able to
pursue the calling that God has for them without fear.

! Dear Director: I'd like to share my blessings for the St. Peter Apostle Summer Appeal to help |

I seminarians worldwide fulfill their calling to be priests.

* Name:

Enclosed is my sacrifice in the amount of $

Ao

|
. Address:

City:

State: Zip:

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc

Diocese of Ogdensburg

622 Washington St « PO Box 369 * Ogdensburg, NY 13669
Tel: (315)-393-2920 « website: www.rcdony.org/mission

Email: amichael@rcdony.org

Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

Please remember The Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg, Inc when writing or changing your will.

other religious and lay
people traveled to South
America on behalf of
our diocese to help pro-
vide for the spiritual and
physical needs of those
in the area before the
parish was turned over
to the local church.

I myself spent two
weeks in the parish as-
sisting with day-to-day
activities and working
with the children. Pea-
nut butter was our main
protein source. The kids
loved peanut butter
and popcorn. We would
bring over-the-counter
medications with us to
stock up the clinic. They
told us there was a “pain
in their heart” when we
left.

Father Edwin grew up
in a religious family that
attended the parish of
San Martin de Porres.
His parents were devout
and helped establish
the parish. Father Edwin
credits many sources
for his vocation, includ-
ing the Carmelite nuns,
Franciscan, Capuchins,
Jesuits, and priests from
our very own Diocese
of Ogdensburg. He says
that our priests were pa-
tient, listened, and were
understanding to him
throughout his discern-
ment.

He entered medical
school at the age of 17.
In the coming vyears
things became difficult
with the student riots,
but luckily the area was
spared from terrorism.
At the age of 23 Father
Edwin decided to join
the Jesuit missionaries
and begin his formal

training to become a
priest. His parents were
hesitant to see him give
up school for such an
unclear future but were
supportive of his voca-
tion.

He was ordained a
priest in 1996 in Lima,
Peru at Our Lady of Fati-
ma Parish. Father Edwin
was one of the many vo-
cations that came from
the Parish of San Martin
de Porres.

God plants vocations
like Father Edwin’s all
over the world. Often,
these vocations cannot
flourish due to lack of
money and extreme pov-
erty.

Through your dona-
tion to the Saint Peter
Apostle Appeal you will
be helping people just
like him to realize the
call that God has for
them. Priests in devel-
oping countries often
do not receive a salary
and instead live off do-
nations.

The Saint Peter Apos-
tle Appeal now supports
over 38,000 seminarians
worldwide with an an-
nual subsidy of $700. It
also supports 400 semi-
naries and nearly 10,000
men and women reli-
gious novices.

Your support of the
Saint Peter Apostle Ap-
peal is instrumental in
helping those with voca-
tions to be able to pur-
sue the calling that God
has for them without
fear.

God Bless

Sister Mary Ellen Brett,
SSJ

o Search archived papers
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www.northcountrycatholic.org
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