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FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next Friend-
ship Group Meeting, Find PEACE in
this life!

Date: Sept. 26

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: A common enemy
in the spiritual life is discour-
agement, and Venerable Bruno
Lanteri masterfully assisted his
directees in overcoming it through
his inspired, straightforward,
practical counsels. By prayerfully
reflecting on these gems — which
Father Timothy Gallagher, 0.M.V.
deftly connects to the writings of
other saints in his new book “If
You Want Peace in This Life” — you
will gain confidence in God and a
greater patience with yourself. At
this meeting Father Gallagher will
lead us in discussing the first half
of this book.

Contact: To order “If You Want
Peace in This Life,, please visit
sophiainstitute.com and enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to
receive a 25% off discount. For
more information or to sign up
please contact Mary Beth Bracy at
mbracy@sophiainstitute.com

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

CAR RAFFLE

Lake Placid — St. Agnes School is
having their annual Car Raffle.
Win a new Subaru or $20,000.

Features: Tickets are $20
apiece or $100 for six. Tickets are
available at the school (week-
days), after Mass (weekends), or
by phone (518-523-3771).Winner
need not be present to win. Draw-
ing will take place Oct. 12 after the
10 a.m. Mass. Winner can choose
a new Subaru Forester of $20,000
cash - and proceeds benefit schol-
arships and programs.

Contact: For more informa-
tion got to www.stagneslp.org or
development@stagneslp.org  or
(518) 523-3771

ALPHA

Lake Placid — ALPHA to be held, all
are invited no matter your back-
ground or beliefs.

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Date: Weds. Starting Sept. 17

Time: 6:15 p.m.t0 8:15

Place: St. Agnes School

Features: This is a free event
and includes a delicious dinner,
great videos (about life, faith, and
meaning), and small group dis-
cussion. All are welcome, so help
spread the word to your neighbors
and friends.

Contact: To register and for
questions, go to https:/stag-
neslakeplacid.com/alpha

GOLF SCRAMBLE
Saranac Lake — St. Bernard’s
School to have their annual St.
Bernard's 4 person Golf Scramble.

Date: Sept. 20

Time: Shotgun start at 10 a.m.

Place: Saranac Lake Golf Club

Features: This fun-filled day
on the greens will bring togeth-
er teams of four for an exciting
competition, all in support of the
school’s mission and programs.
will feature a variety of contests
and prizes for participants. Golfers
of all skill levels are invited to join,
with all proceeds directly benefit-
ing the students and families of
St. Bernard's School. Following the
tournament, participants are in-
vited to enjoy a post-tournament
lunch provided by Blueline Brew-
ery and Tail of the Pup.

Contact: To register your team
of four or learn more about spon-

sorship  opportunities, please
contact Andrea Kilbourne-Hill at
518-891-2830 or principal@stber-
nardsschool.org. Early registration
is encouraged, as space is limited.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

TURKEY DINNER
Lyon Mountain — Fall Turkey Din-
ner to be held to benefit the parish
fuel fund.

Date: Sept. 14

Time: 11:30a.m.to 4 p.m.

Place: Lyon Mountain Ameri-
can Legion

Cost: Adults, $15Children 6-12,
§7;Under 5, Free

Features: Home cooked turkey
dinner with all the trimmings, cof-
fee and dessert. 50/50 plus vari-
ous raffles.

Contact: For more information
all 518-594-3907 or 518-578-
2638

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE
Plattsburgh — Eastern Region
Commissioned Lay Minsters are
invited to celebrate with Bishop
Terry LaValley a 2025 Jubilee Year
of Hope Pilgrimage.

Place: St.Peters Church

Date: Sept. 14

Time: 2 p.m.

Cost: $12 per person

Contact: To register and for
more information www.rcdony.
org/plattsburghyearofhope

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS
Ellenburg Center — Soaking
Prayers Sessions to be held every
third Thursday of the month.

Date: Sept. 18 and Oct. 16

Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.

Place: Our Lady of the Adiron-
dacks House of Prayer

Features: Sessions are offered
by Eve McGill, Living Waters Min-
istry. Includes praise and worship,
soaking prayer, witness/group
sharing, lunch (bring your own
bagged lunch), and recitation of
the Rosary.

Contact: evemcgill16@charter.
net or call 518-645-2648

APPLEFEST
Peru — St. Augustine to have their
47th Annual Applefest.

Date: Sept. 20

Time: Activities begin at 10:30
a.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Features: Attendees can ex-
plore the grounds in search of the
Grand Raffle, a massive craft fair,
apple fritters, fried dough, cara-
melized apples, hot dogs, Mich-
igans, sweet sausages, burgers,
chicken BBQ, games, a train ride,
face painting, a bounce house, and
performances by the Pipes and
Drums of Plattsburgh and the On
Three Band. Roger’s House and St.
Vincent DePaul will also host sales.
The community parade starts at
1 am.

HARVEST DINNER
Altona — St. Ann's and Holy Angels
invite you to St. Ann's Harvest Din-
ner.

Date: Sept. 21

Time: 11a.m.to5p.m.

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $16; Children 6-12,
$9; Children 5 and under, Free

Features: Turkey and all the
trimmings, Apple and Pumpkin
desserts. There will be a bake sale,
themed basket raffles and lottery
ticket raffle.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

DANCE
Glenfield — St.John's Church in Ly-
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ons Falls and St.Mary’s Church will
be sponsoring a dance.

Date: Sept. 19

Time: 7 p.m.to 10

Place: Glenfield Fire Hall

Features: Music will be provid-
ed by Patti Stanford and her band.
There will be basket and chance
raffles and a 50/50 raffle as well.

ST.LAWRENCE

ROSARY EVENT AND RALLY
Ogdensburg — You are cordially
invited to commemorate the east
of the Most Holy Name Mary at a
Rosary Event/Rally.

Date: Sept. 12

Time: 5 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: Sponsored by St.
Mary’s Parish/the Legion of Mary
- Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Praesidium. The Cathedral is a
designated site for the Year of
Hope- come make your pilgrim-
age. Refreshments will be served.

Contact: Angela Morley at
315-276-4588

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St. Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Sept. 14 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9 a.m.t0 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(enter

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, %5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

SSJ LAY ASSOCIATE PROGRAM
The Sisters of St. Joseph invite you
to a meeting if you are interested
in learning about our Lay Associ-
ate Program.

Schedule: Sept. 21 at the for-
mer St. Patrick’s School in Water-
town

Time:2p.m.to4

Features: Associates meet
once a month to learn about the
spirituality, the charism and mis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Transformed by an ugly memory

Today’s celebration is
a bit out of the ordinary.
Sundays in  Ordinary
Time mark each week
from after Corpus Christi
up until the First
Sunday of Advent.
However, Septem-
ber 14 is the Feast
of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross.
When the 14th oc-
curs on a Sunday,
this feast replaces
that Sunday of the
Year Celebration.

All three read-
ings for this feast
focus on the cross.
Even the Old Tes-
tament reading about Mo-
ses standing with a pole
topped with a bronze
serpent saved the individ-
uals suffering from the
snakes’ bites. This action
alludes to the cross of
Christ who would bring
salvation through his own
crucifixion on the cross.

In fact, the second
reading emphasizes that
Christ’s divinity did not
dissuade him from offer-

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

ing his life on the cross to
save humanity.

Do we sufficiently ap-
preciate the fact that the
horror of the cross leads
to the beauty of
the Resurrection?
Do we adequately
understand that
the life sacrificed
on the cross be-
comes, through
the Resurrection,
the springboard
of eternal life for
each one of us?

There have
been moments in
our lives that we
would rather for-
get, so to speak, erase
them from our memo-
ries because those mem-
ories make us relive the
unpleasant moments in
time. Shouldn’t the cruci-
fixion of Jesus be in that
same category?

If there were no Resur-
rection, the Crucifixion
would definitely be num-
bered among those hor-
rific memories. However,
without the Resurrection,

September 14

Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross

READINGS
Numbers 21:4b-9
Philippians 2:6-11

John 3:13-17

the Crucifixion would
have been just a moment
in time, perhaps written
about in history books,
but without any impact
on humanity.

Well, today’s celebra-
tion reminds us that ugly
memories can transform
our lives. The cross cou-
pled with the Resurrec-
tion is transformative
because this action trans-
formed history, but, more
importantly, transformed
the lives of humanity
from that moment for-
ward.

Looking at the image
of a serpent held up by
Moses saved the lives of
the Israelites, transform-
ing them from an ugly
death into a productive

Around the diocese
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sion and history of the Sisters of St.
Joseph, pray together, and discuss
ways to deepen one’s spiritual life.
This group is open to men and
women,

Contact: If you are interested,
please contact Sister Mary Ea-
mon (smelyngssj@yahoo.com) or
contact Sister Bethany Fitzgerald
(srbethany@gmail.com).

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Saranac Lake — The Diocese of
Ogdensburg Youth Ministry is
inviting all High School students
(grades 9-12) are to their annual
Leadership Weekend.

Date: Sept. 19-21

Place: (amp Guggenheim

Cost: $150 (financial aid is
available)

Features: Special guest speak-

er will be Penelope Rose from Stu-
dents for life. Learn to be a leader
in Christ. Free T-Shirt is included.

Contact: Register at rcdony.
org/leadership

DOVS LUNCHEON

Norfolk — All are invited to join
the Diocese of Ogdensburg Voca-
tion Society (DOVS) for Mass with
Bishop LaValley followed by a free
luncheon.

Date: Sept. 26

Time: Noon

Place: Church of the Visitation

Features: Bishop LaValley will
speak on “The Role of the Laity As
Disciples In Mission By Virtue of
Our Baptism.”

Contact: Register with Con-
nie Randal by email (connieran-
dall47@yahoo.com) or phone
(315-783-0574)

BLUE MASS

Saranac Lake — Bishop Terry R.
LaValley will celebrate the annual
Diocesan Blue Mass.

Date: Sept. 28

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Bernard’s Church

Features: The Blue Mass is the
Church’s way to offer thanksgiv-
ing to God for the dedication and
sacrifices made by the men and
women of Fire, EMS, Corrections,
Law Enforcement, and Dispatch-
ers. First Responders, their fami-
lies, and all the faithful are invited
to attend this Sunday celebration.
Uniforms are encouraged but not
required.

Contact: Questions can be ad-
dressed to Father Chris (arrara,
Blue Mass Committee Chair at
info@rcdony.org or by phone at
315-393-2920.

life. Looking upon the
cross, we should remind
ourselves that, like the Is-
raelites bitten by a snake,
we are bitten by sin, en-
grossed in our own selves
rather than in others, and
consumed by our pride.

All that human ugli-
ness can be transformed
into new life. Jesus’ life
was transformed by the
Resurrection. Our lives,
too, can be transforma-
tive acts of Jesus, and
our willingness to incor-
porate ourselves into the
life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus.

We do not need to wal-
low in the ugliness of sin.
Jesus has given us the
gift of forgiveness, espe-
cially in the sacrament
of reconciliation. Jesus
provides his life very tan-
gibly in the Eucharist, his
Body and Blood. Jesus
incorporates himself in
us with the saving waters
of Baptism. Jesus trans-
forms two lives into one
at marriage. At ordina-
tion, the deacon assumes

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdensburg — The Our Lady of the
Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-
tee is offering a Women's Healing
Retreat with the theme “From Eve
to Mary, A Journey of Hope and
Healing”

Date: 0ct.9-12

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $275 includes accommo-
dations and meals

Features: Presenters will be
Father Michael Jablonski and Fa-
ther Douglas Schirmer

Contact: to register and for
more information go to https:/
www.rcdony.org/ourlady

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM

Saranac Lake — Registration for

Family Guggenheim is now open.
Date: Session 3: Oct. 10-12
Features: Family Guggenheim

the responsibility to exer-
cise a ministry of service,
and the priest becomes
an “other Christ” minis-
tering to the faithful. In
moments of sickness and
as we approach death, the
saving presence of Christ
accompanies us in the
Anointing of the Sick.

The cross of Jesus pro-
vides us with a reason to
exalt because the cross
and the resurrection have
given us the fullness of
life. The glory of the res-
urrection squelches the
moments of human suf-
fering.

Remember the vers-
es that we pray on Good
Friday: “Behold the wood
of the Cross, on which
hung the salvation of
the world.” We respond:
“Come, let us adore.

Just as the cross led Je-
sus to the fullness of life
through the resurrection,
may the crosses of our
lives, united to the cross
of Christ, lead us to the
fullness of life everlast-
ing.

welcomes families to come enjoy
aspecial weekend in the beauty of
the Adirondacks. Expect fun family
workshops and activities that will
have you working and laughing
together. Celebrate Christ’s pres-
ence in your lives through liturgy
and special prayer services. Take
time for great outdoor activities
like paddle boat rides, beach vol-
leyball, and hiking. You are never
t00 young or too old to enjoy be-
ing family at Camp Guggenheim!

Contact: Registration is open
now at https://www.rcdony.org/
fq Financial assistance is available.
For more information, contact
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920
or startaglia@rcdony.org.
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A fellow worker asked me
once if I had been born again.
I was in deacon formation at
the time. He was a parishioner
of an evangelical church.

I told him I was born again
as an infant when I
was baptized.

That did not satisfy
him.

Irecall quoting a chat
Jesus had with Nico-
demus from the bible,
“Amen, amen, I say to
you, no one can enter
the kingdom of God
without being born
of water and Spirit.
That’s in John, chapter
3. Jesus was talking about be-
ing baptized and then leading
a life that follows the teach-
ing of Jesus. It all begins with
baptism.

Recently I sent my daughter
a congratulatory text on the
date of her baptism anniver-
sary. Baptism has always held
a special place in my heart.

Deacon
,, Kevin Mastellon

CALLED TO SERVE

The Spiritual Rebirth of Baptism

After assisting at Mass, noth-
ing gives me more joy than
presiding at a baptism.

As presider, I have helped
claim a life for Jesus and the
Church. That’s special.

Deacons in our parish
take care of registering,
scheduling and prepar-
ing parents for the bap-
tism of their child or
children.

Our location near Fort
Drum gives us a wide
variety of languages,
cultures, situations
and opportunities to
tackle. We see parents
who have not received
all the sacraments of initia-
tion themselves, and many of
them are in civil marriages.

Couples at those sessions
often express a desire to be
married in the Church; to have
their marriage blessed. A wish
to convalidate their relation-
ship will require a prenuptial
investigation that might lead

to an annulment case.

But that is down the road.
For now, we have a baptism to
plan.

It is really an uncomplicat-
ed process in the Catholic
Church. Contact a priest or
deacon in your parish, or call
the parish office, explain what
you have in mind, and the ball
is rolling.

In our parish a deacon will
complete the intake infor-
mation and advise you when
the next baptism preparation
class is to be held. Sacramen-
tal preparation time is usual-
ly required. Ours is about an
hour and includes a segment
of Reborn from the FORMED
website.

During the preparation ses-
sion parents are advised about
Godparents and potential
dates for a baptism. They are
also introduced to parish-pro-
vided assistance during preg-
nancy or after childbirth.

Baptism is the key that un-
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locks the gate to salvation. It
is never too late to baptize a
child or to be baptized. Con-
tact a priest or deacon in your
parish.

Jesus gave the apostles and
us a final commissioning be-
fore his Ascension. Matthew
writes that Jesus said, “Go
and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you.”

I was baptized on my moth-
er’s birthday, October 3. [ was
ordained October 4. Many
years separated the two sac-
ramental events, but the tim-
ing convinced me I was born
again at my baptism.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown. He
is the Director of Permanent
Deacons for the Diocese of
Ogdensburg

Champlain — Leeward (. Babbie,
87; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.

3,2025 at St.Mary’s Church; burial
in parish cemetery.

Chateaugay — James Thomas
McArdle, 83; Mass of Christian
Burial Sept. 8, 2025 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in St. Patrick’s Cem-
etery.

Chazy — Wilfred Charbonneau Jr.,
91; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.
11,2025 at Sacred Heart Church;

burial in Sacred Heart Cemetery.

Croghan — Margaret P. (Walsh)
Grunert, 89; Mass of Christian
Burial Oct.3,2025 at St. Stephen’s
Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
(emetery.

Fort Covington — lan R. Mitchell,
83; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.

13,2025 at St.Mary’s Church.

Malone - (Carole (Mumley) Mc-
Govern Holmes, 83; Funeral Ser-
vices Sept.9,2025 at Frary Funeral
Home; burial in Gerald B.H. Solo-

OBITUARIES

mon Saratoga National Cemetery.

Malone - Audrey A. (Beaudry)
Mulverhill, 84; Graveside services
Sept. 13, 2025 at St. John Bosco
(emetery.

Massena — Virginia A. Charland,
93; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.8,
2025 at Sacred Heart Church; buri-
al in St. Patrick'’s Cemetery, Brash-
er Falls.

Massena — Frederick J. LaRue,
89; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.

5,2025 at St.Mary’s Church; burial
in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Brasher
Falls.

Massena — Pauline J. (Zappia)
Terminelli, 90; Mass of Christian
Burial Sept. 6, 2025 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Calvary Ceme-
tery.

Mooers Forks — Muriel A. Bur-
deau, 84; Mass of Christian Burial

Sept. 5, 2025 at St. Ann's Church;

burial in parish cemetery.
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Norwood — Betty Jean (Cota)
Besaw, 83; Mass of Christian Buri-
al Sept. 6, 2025 at St. Andrew’s
Church; burial in Calvary Ceme-
tery.

Plattsburgh - Lucille Daniels,
96; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.
8 at St.Peter’s Church; burial in St.
Peter's Cemetery.

Potsdam — Nancy Ellen (Han-
sen) Randall, 73; Mass of Christian
Burial Sept. 5, 2025 at St. Mary’s
Church.

Rossie — Nancy E. (Phalen) Ray-
mon, 82; Mass of Christian Burial
Sept.8,2025 at St. Patrick’s Church;
burial in St.Patrick’s Cemetery.

Ticonderoga — Frederick John
Raymon, 84; Mass of Christian
Burial Sept. 4, 2025 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary’s Cem-
etery.
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On mission in Haiti

“I spent three days vis-
iting the Chapel of St.
Bernard on the occasion
of the patron saint’s
day. A difficult and tir-
ing journey, which, on
the one hand, demon-
strates how difficult it
is to make progress in
a country under such
conditions, but, on
the other, also demon-
strates the strength and
courage of the people
who move with heavy
burdens through an
extremely impassable
area without roads. Four
hours from Pourcine-Pic
Makaya to Nan Myiel,
first upstream and then
along a path that leads
to the village,” [said] Fa-
ther Massimo Miraglio,
Camillian  missionary
and parish priest in the
village of Pourcine-Pic
Makaya, Haiti.

“The chapel where we
celebrated Mass on Sat-
urday morning, August
30, is very modest, but
the faith is full of hope,
and the welcome was
very warm. The commu-
nity made a great effort,”
the missionary contin-
ues, “to celebrate their
patron saint in a very
makeshift setting, but
one marked by warmth
and piety.” “Follow-
ing the celebration, the
obligatory soccer match
took place, with one pe-
culiarity: In the middle
of the field lay two huge

0\ .

/A Harvest of %
Good News! .-

b

‘ .

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

boulders that seemed
to have fallen from the
sky... and that could not
be moved, despite the
great danger they pose
to the players,” Father
Miraglio explains.

“On the afternoon
of August 31, I set out
again, accompanied by
a delegation of believ-
ers. Although we had
changed our route, the
difficulties did not di-
minish,” the missionary
recalled. “We climbed a
steep mountain, along
a narrow path and over
huge boulders left there
by the 2021 earthquake.
With great difficulty, I
reached the summit, a
third of the way there.
Amidst the low vege-
tation stood a single
house, a family: moth-
er, father, grandpar-
ents, a young man with
a serious foot injury,
and three children, one
of whom was severely
mentally disabled. Meet-
ing this family freed me
from all the hardships
of the journey.”

“T saw with my own
eyes something 1 will

never forget: the will to
persevere, to continue
living even in the most
difficult situations. The
mother had just re-
turned from the Mass I
had celebrated, carry-
ing a bucket of water
that she had brought up
from the valley on her
head, and she thanked
me. What a joy to cele-
brate with these coura-
geous people!” Father
Massimo concluded.

Article by Cosimo
Graziani from FIDES
missionary news service
of the Pontifical Mission
Societies.

Please remember the
Pontifical Mission Societ-
ies of the Diocese of Og-
densburg when writing

or changing your will.
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Camp inspires ministry

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Father Coughlin, a
Malone native, founded
Camp Mark Seven a few
years after completing
seminary with the Trin-
itarian order and being
ordained in Baltimore.
He immediately began
to raise funds for a deaf
ministry. And when he
saw the closed Mohawk
Hotel on Fourth Lake
was available in a bank-
ruptcy sale in 1981, he
jumped at the chance to
provide the deaf com-
munity with “a place it
could call its own.”

The camp is one way
of making the deaf
“visible” to the hearing
world, Father Coughlin
said. Deaf ministries
like the one in the Og-
densburg Diocese are
another way. Expecting
deaf people to come
to church simply to sit
in the pews at a Litur-
gy they can’t hear just
doesn’t cut it anymore,
Father Coughlin said.

“You need to preach
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the gospel to the deaf
people in sign lan-
guage,” he said. “You
need to provide sacra-
ments in sign language.
You need to provide
pastoral care in sign
language. You need to
help them become part
of the church.”

The Diocese of Og-
densburg is now start-
ing to do just that. The
deaf ministry has a sign
language interpreter
on the altar every week
at the 4 p.m. Saturday
Mass at Notre Dame
Church, in Malone.
About 15 deaf Catholics
have been attending the
Liturgy there as well as
a social hour afterward.
The ministry also has
sign language interpret-
ers available for wed-
dings, baptisms, funer-
als and other rites when
requested.

Father Solomon said
he has carried forward
another important les-
son from his days at
Camp Mark Seven when
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...inan increasingly complex world.
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it comes to deaf minis-
try.
“It's not just for the
deaf,” Father Solomon
said. “It’s for the hear-
ing also. It’s integrat-
ing and educating both.

That’'s the important
thing.”

Sign language in-
terpreters have been

warmly welcomed at
Masses in the diocese.

“The hearing people,
they really appreciated
when I started doing the
signing Mass,” Father
Solomon said. “They are
surprised and amazed
and they love it.”
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ter’s Parish in Massena, entered the Dominicans
as a vowed member in 2009, after first having
attending seminary in the Philippines. He was
ordained a priest in the Diocese of Ogdensburg
in 2021 by Bishop Terry R. LaValley. A hearing
person who is fluent in American Sign Language,
Father Solomon is now the chaplain for a newly
established deaf ministry in the diocese.

Today, the religious congregation called the
Castello Dominican Missionaries for the Deaf
and Disabled Apostolates carries on the Domin-
ican’s heritage of service to the deaf. Four of its
missionaries were ordained to the priesthood in
2023-24. The congregation is now active in sev-
eral dioceses around the United States and one
in Haiti.
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