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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING 
You are invited to our next Friend­
ship Group Meeting, Find PEACE in 
this life! 

Date: Sept. 26 
Time:7p.m. 

St. Lawrence Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Cost: Adults, $16; Children 6-12, 
$9; Children 5 and under, Free 

Features: Turkey and all the 
trimmings, Apple and Pumpkin 
desserts. There will be a bake sale, 
themed basket raffles and lottery 
ticket raffle. 

Place: Zoom A PILGRIMAGE OF HOPE 
Features: A common enemy AdirondackMountainDeanery FORCREATION 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

I l'f , d' Jeff erson-Lewis 
in the spiritua I e 1s 1scour- Deanery Paul Smiths - This will be an op-
agement, and Venerable Bruno portunity to connect with nature 
Lanteri masterfully assisted his to discover ways to protect our 
directees in overcoming itthrough planet. 
his straightforward, practical Date: Sept. 27 
counsels. By prayerfully reflecting Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on these gems - which Father- The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese''. Place: Paul Smiths College VIC 
Timothy Gallagher, O.M.V. deftly Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: Features: Come with an open 
connects to the writings of oth- North CountryCatholic,PO Box 326' mind and open heart. Welcome 

Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
er saints in his new book "If You e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. and opening prayer by Sister Beth-
Want Peace in This Life" - you Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. any Fitzgerald, SSJ, address by Dr. 
will gain confidence in God and a 1----------.------------, Curt Stager, nationally recognized 
greater patience with yourself. At ground or beliefs. of four or learn more about spon- environmental and climate scien-
this meeting FatherGallagher will Date: Weds. Starting Sept.17 sorship opportunities, please tist, time to spend in nature, shar-
lead us in discussing the first half Time: 6:15 p.m. to 8:15 contact Andrea Kilbourne-Hill at ing of thoughts and ideas with 
of this book. Place: St. Agnes School 518-891-2830 or principal@stber- others, closing prayer by Bernie 

Contact: To order "If You Want Features: This is a free event nardsschool.org. Early registration Clark and simple autumn snacks. 
Peace in This Life,'; please visit and includes a delicious dinner, is encouraged,as space is limited. Sponsored by the Faith & Ecology 
sophiainstitute.com and enter great videos (about life, faith, and Group of Northern New York. 
Friendship25 at the checkout to meaning), and small group dis- Contact: Tom Kalinowski, 518-
receive a 25% off discount. For cussion. All are welcome, so help APPLEFEST 891-1876. 
more information or to sign up spread the word to your neighbors Peru - St. Augustine to have their 
please contact Mary Beth Bracy at and friends. 47th Annual Applefest. 
mbracy@sophiainstitute.com Contact: To register and for Date: Sept.20 

questions, go to https://stag- Time: Activities begin at 10:30 

HARVEST DINNER 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Parish is 

having their Harvest Dinner. 
Date: Sept.28 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Parish Center 
Cost: Adults and all take-outs, 

$16; Children 6-12, $9 
Features: Menu will be a tur­

key dinner with all of the trim­
mings. Visit our Sinners' Den Pan­
try for"sinfully" delicious goodies. 
Raffle with great prizes. Please 
join us!! We are handicapped ac­
cessible. 

Contact: For more information, 
518-846-7650 or Chazypa@rcdo­
ny.org 

CHARISMATIC MASS 
Malone - St. Andre Bessette Paro­
sh to have a Charismatic Mass. 

Date: Sept.28 
Time:2 p.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church 
Features: Prayer teams will 

be available after Mass for private 
prayer. All are welcome. 

Contact: For more information 
please call (518)-483-1300 at 
sseymour@rcdony.org 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

DANCE 
Glenfield - St.John's Church in Ly­
ons Falls and St. Mary's Church will 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 

CAR RAFFLE 
Lake Placid - St. Agnes School is 
having their annual Car Raffle. 
Win a new Subaru or $20,000. 

Features: Tickets are $20 
apiece or $100 for six. Tickets are 
available at the school (week­
days), after Mass (weekends), or 
by phone (518-523-3771 ). Win­
ner need not be present to win. 
Drawing will take place Oct. 12 
after the 10 a.m. Mass. Winner can 
choose a new Subaru Forester or 
$20,000 cash, and 100% of raffle 
proceeds benefit scholarships and 
programs. 

neslakeplacid.com/alpha a.m. 

GOLF SCRAMBLE 
Saranac Lake - St. Bernard's 
School to have their annual St. 
Bernard's 4 person Golf Scramble. 

Place: St. Augustine's Parish 
Center 

Features: Grand raffle, a craft 
fair, apple fritters, fried dough, car­
amelized apples, hot dogs, Mich­
igans, sweet sausages, burgers, 
chicken BBQ, games, a train ride, 
face painting,a bounce house,and 
performances by the Pipes and 
Drums of Plattsburgh and the On 
Three Band. Roger's House and St. 
Vincent DePaul will also host sales 
throughout the day. Parade starts 
at 11 a.m., proceeding down 
Main Street from Peru Elementary 
School. 

~ _ife 
Chain 

Contact: For more informa­
tion got to www.stagneslp.org or 
development@stagneslp.org or 
(518) 523-3771 

ALPHA 
Lake Placid -ALPHA to be held, all 
are invited no matter your back-

Date: Sept. 20 
Time: Shotgun start at 10 a.m. 
Place: Saranac Lake Golf Club 
Features: This fun-filled day 

on the greens will bring togeth­
er teams of four for an exciting 
competition, all in support of the 
school's mission and programs. 
will feature a variety of contests 
and prizes for participants. Golfers 
of all skill levels are invited to join, 
with all proceeds directly benefit­
ing the students and families of 
St. Bernard's School. Following the 
tournament, participants are in­
vited to enjoy a post-tournament 
lunch provided by Blueline Brew­
ery and Tail of the Pup. 

Contact: To register your team 

HARVEST DINNER 
Altona - St. Ann's and Holy Angels 
invite you to St. Ann's Harvest Din­
ner. 

Date: Sept.21 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Holy Angels Hall 

Stand up for LIFE at this year's LIFECHAIN 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 
Join in the annual peaceful, p raye,ful, public, pro-life witness 

to the sanctity of l ife. Rain or shine. Signs will be p rovided. 

LOCATIONS 
Gouverneur - St. James Church f ront lawn, Noon to 1 p.m. 

Massena - M ain Street & Rt. 37, 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 

Platt sbur gh - Smithfield Blvd., 1 p.m. to 2 

Potsdam - Main Street across from Rm,')' Theater, 1 p.m. to 2 

Saranac Lake - Bandshell Park on River St. , 2:30 p.m. to 3 :30 

Watertown - Public Square, 11 :30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
(pl ease note this location w ill he held on Oct. 4) 

For information about the LIFECHAIN in your area: 
www.lifechain.org 
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be sponsoring a dance. 

Date: Sept.19 
Time: 7 p.m.to 10 
Place: Glenfield Fire Hall 
Features: Music will be provid-

ed by Patti Stanford and her band. 
There will be basket and chance 
raffles and a 50/50 raffle as well. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Lyons Falls - There will be a 
drive-thru spaghetti dinner. 

Date: Sept.23 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Place: St.John's Church 
Cost: $12 per dinner 
Menu: spaghetti and meatball 

and sausage, tossed salad, Italian 
bread and dessert. 

Contact: To pre-order call 
315-348-8945 or 315-348-8577. 
On the day of the dinner call the 
church at 315-348-6599. Deliver­
ies are also available! 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Altar 
and Rosary Society is sponsoring a 
spaghetti dinner. 

Date: Sept.25 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: Downstairs in St. Antho­

ny's church in Msgr. Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8; 

Meatballs, $1 each; Sauce, $5 a 
quart 

Features: Take-outs available, 
please bring your own container. 

Contact: For more information 
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190 

PILGRIMAGE OF 
HOPE FOR CREATION 
Cape Vincent - An invitation to 
an INTERFAITH celebration of the 
beauties of God's creation. 

Date: Sept.28 
Time: 1 p.m. to 4 
Place: Missionaries of the Sa­

cred Heart Camp, Dablon Point on 
Lake Ontario. 

Features: Prayer, reflection on 
Pope Francis' book "Care of our 
Common Home'; time with nature, 
sharing with others, youth pre­
senters and simple fall snack. 

Contact: This event is spon­
sored by the Faith and Ecology 
Committee of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph. For more information 
contact srbethssj@gmail.com or 
315-212-6592 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

COMMUNITY VOICES AGAINST 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Ogdensburg - A Human Traf­
ficking awareness informational 
meeting to be held. 

Date: Sept. 25 
Time:7p.m. 
Place: Ogdensburg Free Acade­

my Auditorium 
Features: You can learn to spot 

the signs. Victims can be any age, 
gender, race or nationality. Be vig­
ilant, Be observant. Be someone's 
hero. 
SSJ LAY ASSOCIATE PROGRAM 
The Sisters of St.Joseph invite you 
to a meeting if you are interested 
in learning about our Lay Associ­
ate Program. 

Schedule: Sept. 21 at the for-

mer St. Patrick's School in Water­
town 

Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Features: Associates meet 

once a month to learn about the 
spirituality, the charism and mis­
sion and history of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, pray together, and dis­
cuss ways to deepen one's spiritual 
life.This group is open to men and 
women . 

Contact: If you are interested, 
please contact Sister Mary Ea­
mon (smelyngssj@yahoo.com) or 
contact Sister Bethany Fitzgerald 
(srbethany@gmail.com). 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - The Diocese of 
Ogdensburg Youth Ministry is 
inviting all High School students 
(grades 9-12) are to their annual 
Leadership Weekend. 

Date: Sept.19-21 
Place: Camp Guggenheim 
Cost: $150 (financial aid is 

available) 
Features: Special guest speak­

er will be Penelope Rose from Stu­
dents for life. Learn to be a leader 
in Christ.Free T-Shirt is included. 

Contact: Register at rcdony. 
org/leadership 

DOVS LUNCHEON 
Norfolk - All are invited to join 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg Voca­
tion Society (DOVS) for Mass with 
Bishop La Valley followed by a free 
luncheon. 

Date: Sept.26 
Time: Noon 
Place: Church of the Visitation 

-------------------- I 
Catholic news from around the world and the 1 

Diocese of Ogdensburg delivered to your home with a 1 
subscription to the North Country Catholic 1 

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org 
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery. 

OR Send this coupon with payment to: 
North Country Catholic 

I 
I 
I 

PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317 1 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery when mailing in your renewal I 

I □ Inside Diocese $27 
1 □ Outside Diocese $30 
1 □ New Subscription 

Name. __________________ _ I 

: □ Renewal 
1 I want to be a Patron: 
I □ $35 □ $50 
I □ $100 □ $250 

Address _________________ _ 

City _____________ State_Zip __ _ 

Parish'-------------,--,-----=-=-------­
□ Please send my subscription to my e-mai l address: 

I---------------------------------------

Features: Bishop LaValley will 
speak on "The Role of the Laity As 
Disciples In Mission By Virtue of 
Our Baptism." 

Contact: Register with Con­
nie Randal by email (connieran­
dall47@yahoo.com) or phone 
(315-783-0574) 

BLUE MASS 
Saranac Lake - Bishop Terry R. 
Lavalley will celebrate the annual 
Diocesan Blue Mass. 

Date: Sept.28 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Bernard's Church 
Features: The Blue Mass is the 

Church's way to offer thanksgiv­
ing to God for the dedication and 
sacrifices made by the men and 
women of Fire, EMS, Corrections, 
Law Enforcement, and Dispatch­
ers. First Responders, their fami­
lies, and all the faithful are invited 
to attend this Sunday celebration . 
Uniforms are encouraged but not 
required. 

Contact: Questions can be 
addressed to FatherChris Carrara, 
Blue Mass Committee Chair at 
info@rcdony.org or by phone at 
315-393-2920. 

LIFECHAIN 
Join one of six Lifechains in our di­
ocese on Respect Life Sunday. 

Date: Oct.5 
Schedule: Gouverneur - St. 

James Church front lawn, Noon to 
1 p.m.; Massena- Main Street & Rt. 
37, 2:30 p.m. to 3:30; Plattsburgh 
-Smithfield Blvd., 1 p.m. to 2; Pots­
dam - Main Street across from 
Roxy Theater, 1 p.m. to 2; Saranac 
Lake - Bandshell Park on River St., 
2:30 p.m. to 3:30; Watertown -
Public Square, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. (please note this location will 
be held on Oct. 4) 

Features: Join in the annual 
peaceful, prayerful, public, pro-life 
witness to the sanctity oflife. Rain 
or shine. Signes will be provided. 

Contact: For more information 
about LIFECHAIN in your area visit 
www.lifechain.org. 

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT 
Ogdensburg - The Our Lady of the 
Rosary Healing Retreat Commit-
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tee is offering a Women's Healing 
Retreat with the theme "From Eve 
to Mary, A Journey of Hope and 
Healing''. 

Date: Oct. 9 - 12 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $275 includes accommo­

dations and meals 
Features: Presenters will be 

Father Michael Jablonski and Fa­
ther Douglas Schirmer 

Contact: to register and for 
more information go to https:// 
www.rcdony.org/ourlady 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Registration for 
Family Guggenheim is now open. 

Date: Session 3: Oct. 10-12 
(waiting list) 

Features: Family Guggenheim 
welcomes families to come enjoy 
a special weekend in the beauty of 
the Adirondacks. Expect fun family 
workshops and activities that will 
have you working and laughing 
together. Celebrate Christ's pres­
ence in your lives through liturgy 
and special prayer services. Take 
time for great outdoor activities 
like paddle boat rides, beach vol­
leyball,and hiking. 

Contact: Registration is open 
now at https://www.rcdony.org/ 
fg Financial assistance is available. 
For more information, contact 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-2920 
or startaglia@rcdony.org. 

CLM DINNER 
Norfolk - The St. Lawrence, Frank­
lin and Adirondack Commissioned 
Lay Ministers Association present 
the CLM Annual Dinner. 

Date: Oct.15 
Time: 5 p.m. Mass at Church of 

the Visitation followed by dinner 
at 6 p.m. at Father Amyot Parish 
Center 

Cost: $15 
Features: You are invited to 

join commissioned lay ministers 
for mass celebrated by Bishop La­
Valley, a catered dinner and talks 
by Bishop and Patrick Looby dioc­
esan youth director and his wife, 
Shannon. 

Contact: Register at https:/ / 
www.rcdony.org/clm-event 
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Chicago chefs plan restaurant at papal retreat 
By Amira Abuzeid 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Leo XIV announced a 
historic partnership between 
the Vatican and two famous 
Chicago restaurateurs, Art 
Smith and Phil Stefani, to open 
a restaurant at Borgo Laudato 
Si', a 135-acre "zero environ­
mental impact" complex in 
Castel Gandolfo, Italy. 

Laudato Si' village on Friday, 
Pope Leo XIV said it "is one of 
the Church's initiatives aimed 
at realizing the 'vocation to 
be custodians of God's handi­
work."' 

Earlier this year, a commit­
tee led by the late Pope Fran­
cis selected Smith and Stefani 
to oversee the unprecedented 
project, which will debut in 
spring 2026 as the estate's sole 
restaurant and caterer, serving 
breakfast and lunch, and will 
include a small market. 

yards, training programs in 
organic farming, pesticide-free 
winemaking and olive harvest­
ing, will also offer retreats for 
business leaders and ecology 
education programs. 

The ecological complex also 
includes state-of-the-art insu­
lation, photovoltaic, and cir­
cular water management sys­
tems. 

Smith, a James Beard Award 
winner and former personal 
chef to Oprah Winfrey, is cele­
brated for his work with Com­
mon Threads, a nonprofit, and 
currently runs Reunion and 
Blue Door Kitchen & Garden in 
Chicago. 

"As a Catholic and Italian, 
this project is a dream for my 
family and me," Stefani said. 
''To be part of a culinary expe­
rience on Vatican property is 
deeply meaningful to us. But 
we also share this honor with 
the city of Chicago. We have 
the unique opportunity to 
bring a taste of home, some of 
that unique Chicago spirit, to a 
global audience." 

Pope Leo XIV inaugurated the 
project during a livestreamed 
ceremony on Sept. 5, viewed at 
a Chicago watch party attend­
ed by Stefani, Chicago Mayor 
Brandon Johnson, and other 
prominent figures. 

Johnson called Smith and 
Stefani "true Chicago legends" 
and the partnership a "striking 
and serendipitous win" for the 
city. 

The new restaurant will be 
located at Borgo Laudato Si', 
which is within the historic Pa­
pal Villas, a 17th-century sum­
mer residence for popes. The 
site promotes Pope Francis' 
teachings on environmental 
stewardship. 

At the inauguration of Borgo 

The restaurant will serve Ital­
ian fare made from fresh, lo­
cally-sourced food with inter­
national influences, blending 
Chicago and Peruvian flavors 
in honor of Pope Leo XIV. 

Ingredients will come from 
a solar-powered greenhouse 
within Borgo Laudato Si', which 
is modeled after St. Peter's 
Square's colonnade, and oth­
er local sources. The complex, 
which includes gardens, vine-

Stefani, whose Italian restau­
rant empire began in 1980 
with Stefani's, operates the 
Stefani Restaurant Group, run­
ning Tavern on Rush, Stefani 
Prime, Tuscany, Castaways 
Beach Club, Stefani's Bottega 
Italiana, and Broken English 
Taco Pub. 

Another Chicago tie is Father 
Manuel Dorantes, appointed 
administrative management 
director of the Laudato Si' 
Center for Higher Education 
in November 2024. Previously 
pastor of St. Mary of the Lake­
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish on 
Chicago's North Side, Dorantes 
joined Pope Leo XIV at Friday's 
ceremony. 

Great outdoors 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

of the Catholic faith," 
shared Gallagher, who 
initially became in­
volved in catechesis 
when he brought his 
son. "They needed 
someone to volunteer. 
I absolutely loved it. 
It's a mini-vocation in 
its own right. This is 
an amazing parish and 
has given so much to 
me." 

Melita Mercier has as­
sisted with VBS at the 
parish for 15 years. 

"It's a family thing," 
she said. "My daugh­
ter (Louisa) helped for 
many years, it's a fun 
thing. The kids look 
forward to it every 
year. It's a nice week 
to come back after we 
haven't had religious 
education for a while 
and regroup. Desiree 
goes over-the-top with 

decorations. It's great 
for kids to have; (there 
is an) opportunity for 
other camps but they 
can all come here, 
share the same faith 
and talk about Jesus. It 
is a lot of work, but the 
rewards are well worth 
it." 

Another parishioner, 
Margaret Caldon, has 
been helping with VBS 
for 20 years. 

"Kids are so excited," 
she said. 

Assisting on the Tun­
dra Treats Snack Crew, 
Caldon noted the spe­
cially themed goodies 
including paw print 
cookies with a spiritu­
al message about how 
when we feel "paw-er­
less" to make our mark 
Jesus can give us the 
"paw-er." 

Mary Barber, who 
also assisted on the 

Snack Crew, shared 
that she enjoys helping 
since she is retired. 

"It gets me active in 
seeing kids out and 
about," she said. "I get 
involved in other pro­
grams. It's wonderful 
here." 

Additionally, Daisy 
Robertin, who also aid­
ed with the Snack Crew, 
reflected on how beau­
tiful it was that "Father 
Jose (Kaniyankunnel 
John, HGN) was com­
ing daily and speaking 
to groups of kids. Kids 
know what priests do, 
(this way they) see 
them not just at Mass 
but as a person going 
around and talking." 

VBS is held during 
the same week each 
year, so families can 
mark their calendars 
for the next great ad­
venture. 

Off er thoughts 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 (Moose Crew Leader 

get them off of technol- and Interviewer) 
ogy and grows the kids • "Combining science 
closer to God, especial- and God while having 
ly in a world where it's fun." - Alan Desotelle 
so easy for kids to get (Imagination Station; 
distracted and stray Science Leader) 
away God." - Dayline • "I like it all ... I'm 
Willette (Moose Crew very impressed with 
Leader and Interviewer) how much they like art. 

• "What they learn They get so focused, 
here they may bring and some [kids] want 
home and maybe even to do things their own 
teach the parents some- way, and that's fine." -
thing." - Karen Peryea Margarita Garcia Notar-
(Craft/Music Station io (Craft/Music Station 
~a~rj ~a~rj 
Q: What is your favor-
ite part of VBS? 

• "When they're leav-
ing it's always so sad 
because they never 
want to leave, so I think 
that means you did 
something right and re­
ally brought some joy 
to the kid's life. That's 
the best part of VBS for 
me." - Dayline Willette 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

'Commit to the right road' 
Would you please when I am hungry. I 

make up your mind!! can have either the de-
Have you ever licious left-over 
said that as you carrot cake with 
waited for a my name practi-
spouse, a child, cally written on 
a friend to make it or some nice 
a choice so that nutritious car-
life could go on! rot sticks with 
Some easy de- celery spears 
cisions confuse just to make life 
and confound more interesting. 
some people. Do Which would you 
I want chocolate Msgr. Robert choose? 
or chocolate chip H.Aucoin Well, you see 
ice cream? Either ====== today's Gos-
one will satisfy a pel message is 
craving. all about choice. What 

But then, what about choices will I make? 

*Or s20,ooo Cash 

Drawing Sunday, October 12, 2025 
Tickets s20 each or 6 for s100 

Your support of our annual car rafne helps 
make possible a wonderful school year for 

St. Agnes students! Thank you! 

SAINT AGNES 
SCHOOL 

Tickets available by phone: (518) 523-3771 ------ ----To order tickets by mail, please ST. AGNES CHURCH 
I complete form and enclose with 

your check made payable to: 
169 Hillcrest Ave. I 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 

I Name _______________ _ I 
Address _______________ _ 

I I 
Phone _____ Email _______ _ 

I #Tickets ___ Amount of check$._______ I 
Winner need not be present to win. .. __________ .. 

September 21 

Twenty-fifth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Amos 8:4-7 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Luke 16:1-13 

What choices should I 
make? Will my choice 
hurt or help me? 

Life is filled with many 
important choices. Our 
families are important, 
our jobs help sustain 
our families ... notice the 
word "help" because 
the true sustenance 
of the family is love 
among the members of 
the family. Our careers 
are important because 
the career helps us get 
a job .... again that word 
"help." Our education 
is important because it 
helps (again, that same 
pesky word) find a ca­
reer. 

In a world filled with 
choices, how do we 
make the right choices? 
Jesus provides some ex­
cellent guidance to mak­
ing choices: No one can 
serve two masters. Not 

only that, if we try to 
serve two masters, we 
will hate one and love 
the other. We must tem­
per our world of choic­
es with the message of 
Jesus. 

In very simple terms, 
the pathway to heaven 
and the pathway to hell 
are very parallel roads 
but leading in different 
directions. Sometimes 
the scenery along the 
way may look the same; 
sometimes the paving 
on either road might 
be smooth or bumpy. 
Nevertheless, the final 
destinations are quite 
different: eternal happi­
ness or eternal damna­
tion. 

Jesus wants us to com­
mit to the right road 
leading to him with him 
guiding us along the 
way. Sometimes, we 
may experience lone­
liness, and sometimes 
we may feel lost. We see 
great road signs, great 
motivating messages 
along the way, but we 
may honestly wonder, 
will we ever get there? 

On that road to Jesus, 
there are rest stops. 

Sunday worship, our 
weekly rest stop, en­
courages and nourishes 
us along that road that 
Jesus lays out for us. 
We need nourishment 
along our daily trips. 
On our spiritual jour­
ney, the celebration of 
the Eucharist nourishes 
and gives us life. 

Worldly people make 
sacrifices for worldly re­
wards. At the Eucharist, 
we celebrate the sacri­
fices that we make each 
day in order to have an 
eternal reward. 

A sign in a Chicago ga­
rage reads: We crawl un­
der your car oftener, we 
get our hands dirtier, 
and we work harder and 
longer than any of our 
competitors to make 
your car run better. 

That's the commit­
ment Jesus asks of us 
so that our road of life 
has the right vehicle to 
get us safely home. 

Lord, open our ears, 
our eyes, and our minds 
so that we may hear, 
see, and understand 
that you are the way, 
the truth, and the life. 
AMEN. 

alutes the Pastors, Catechetical Leaders a 
Catechists of the diocese . 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920;fax 1-866-314-7296 
info@rcdony.org 

First church 
dedicated to 

St. Carlo Acutis 
While Pope Leo XIV canonized Pier Giorgio Frassa­

ti and Carlo Acutis on Sunday, September 7, in St. 
Peter's Square, in India, the Archbishop of Verapoly, 
Joseph Kalathiparambil, consecrated and inaugurat­
ed a church dedicated to Saint Carlo Acutis: the first 
in the country - and in the world - dedicated to the 
young Italian saint. 

"It was a very significant moment for our com­
munity and for our young people," Msgr. Michael 
Antony Valungal, auxiliary bishop of Verapoly, told 
Fides. The archdiocese is located in southern In­
dia, where the Catholic presence is strong and rep­
resents more than 13% of the population, a percent­
age much higher than that of other Indian states. 

The Church of St. Carlo Acutis "aims to be a par­
ish focused on youth ministry." "Our local Church," 
the bishop stated, "hopes that St. Carlo's life will 
inspire young people seeking to combine spiritual­
ity and modern technology; the new church should 
give new impetus to this journey." Regarding Acu­
tis, he added, "we are impressed by his extraordi­
nary love for the Eucharist, which he lived intensely 
and which he also knew how to transmit through 
the web." 

Regarding the situation of Indian youth, Bishop 
Valungal stated: "Our young people are very active. 
They live in a cultural, social, and professional con­
text marked by new technologies; they are digital 
natives, and in this context, we hope that Acutis can 
be an inspiration for them. The Italian saint reminds 
them that holiness is possible today." The auxiliary 
bishop is intimately familiar with the youth situa­
tion, having served as parish priest, director of the 
St. John Minor Seminary in Kakkanad, and spiritual 
director of the St. Joseph Pontifical Seminary in Al­
waye, in the same Archdiocese of Verapoly. 

The parish priest of the church, Father Sojan Mi­
cheal, reported that devotion to the young saint is 
already widespread among the local faithful. "Peo­
ple pray the novena dedicated to St. Carlo, and 
many present requests for intercession, especially 
to entrust him with the future of young people or 
their difficulties. St. Carlo is already an example for 
Indian youth and a reference for all of us," he stat­
ed. 

Article from FIDES missionary news service 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Please remember the Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg when 

writinq or chanqinq your will. 
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OBITUARIES 
Alexandria Bay - John W. 
Slate, 61; Mass of Christian 
Burial Sept.19, 2025 at St. Cyril's 
Church. 

Canton - Ka rel M. (Ames) Mace, 
78; Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 
8, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in Brick Capel Cemetery. 

Carthage - Cathy (Buck­
ingham) Turner, 65; Mass of 
Christian Burial Sept. 9, 2025 at 
St.James Church; burial in New 
St.James Cemetery. 

Constableville - EvaMae 
( Gydesen) Swien ik; Mass of 
Christian Burial Sept. 6, 2025 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery. 

Glenfield - Helen E. (Kerfien) 
Raymond,87; Mass of Christian 
Burial Sept.16, 2025 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Gouverneur - Neil A. McCoy, 
96; Private Services 

Henderson - Marie (Buragino) 
Kardelis, 78; Mass of Christian 
Burial Sept.13, 2025 at Queen 
of Heaven Church; burial in St. 
Cecilia's Cemetery. 

Keeseville - Marion Fuller 
Martin, 91; Mass of Christian 
Burial Oct.6,2025 at St.John 
the Baptist Church; burial in Port 
Douglas Cemetery. 

Long Lake -William Francis 
Moore, 77; Mass of Christian 
Burial Sept. 9,2025 at St.Henry's 
Church; burial in Long Lake 
Cemetery. 

Malone- Theresa E.(Benware) 
Mallette, 96; Funeral Services 
Sept. 11, 2025 at Bruso-Des­
noyers Funeral Service; burial in 
Notre Dame Cemetery. 

12, 2025 at St. Ann's Church' 
burial in Whispering Maples 
Memorial Mausoleum. 

at St. Patrick's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Donna A. 
(Lesperance) Bromley, 89; Mass 
of Christian Burial Sept.12,2025 
at Notre Dame Church; burial in 
Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Redford - Maries D. Chauvin, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 
9, 2025 at the Assumption of 
Mary Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Charles S. Chat­
elle, 92; Funeral Services Sept. 3, 
2025 at Brown Funeral Home; 
burial in St. Peter's Cemetery. 

Schroon Lake - Ralph Cooke, 
91; Privates Services. 

Waddington - Ronald N. Field, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 
12, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in Scotch Presbyterian 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Rodney J. Soucy, 
83; Funeral Services Sept. 71, 
2025 at Brown Funeral Home. 

Watertown - John D. Lewis, 
Port Henry - Sharon Lee 
(Stevenson) Ida, 76; Mass of 
Christian Burial Sept.15,2025 

85; Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 
16, 2025 at Holy Family Church; 
burial in Dexter Cemetery. 
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Court approves Rochester abuse settleinent 
By Amira Abuzeid 
Catholic News Agency 

One of the nation's largest 
sexual abuse settlements un­
folded in a federal bankruptcy 
court in Rochester, New York, 
on Friday, bringing about res­
olution for the nearly 500 sur­
vivors of child sex abuse by 
clergy within the Diocese of 
Rochester. 

After a six-year legal battle, 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Western District of New 
York approved a $246 million 
settlement, which will average 
approximately $500,000 per 
survivor. 

The settlement concludes a 
process that began when the 
diocese filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy in 2019 following 
the passage of the New York 
Child Victims Act, which al­
lows abuse victims to file civ­
il lawsuits until they are 5 5 
years old. The law temporari-

ly lifted the statute of limita­
tions, enabling survivors to 
pursue claims against their 
abusers. 

Bankruptcy attorney Han 
Scharf described the day as a 
"milestone for survivors in the 
Rochester area after being the 
first bankruptcy filed in New 
York" after the passage of the 
Child Victims Act. 

Survivors expressed a mix of 
emotions, with many ready to 
move forward. 

Gregory Stanley noted: "The 
healing can start now, which 
is more important than the 
money. I'm just glad it's over." 
Merle Sweet echoed this sen­
timent, saying: "Relief. It's 
all finally over," while John 
McHugh added: "I am actually, 
for the first time, excited for 
the future." 

Attorney Mitchell Garabedi­
an, representing 97 victims, 
emphasized the survivors' 
resilience, stating in a press 

release that the process val­
idated their experiences and 
contributed to a safer world 
for children, setting an exam­
ple of determination for oth­
ers globally. 

Survivor Carol Dupre shared 
the profound impact on her 
community. "This was a real 
wounding of a lot of people 
and their families. There's lit­
erally thousands upon thou­
sands of people that have been 
negatively affected by what 
happened to us," she said. 

Bishop Salvatore Matano of 
the Diocese of Rochester ad­
dressed the media after the 
settlement, offering a mes­
sage of hope and regret. "I 
pray that this is certainly a 
step toward their healing," he 
said of the victims. "I apolo­
gize to them. I deeply regret 
what transpired in their lives, 
which, as the judge said, never 
should have happened." 

He continued: "While this 

process legally concludes to­
day, I take them in my heart 
every day of my life, and every 
time I approach the altar, they 
will be in my memory, asking 
the good Lord to give them 
the strength and the courage 
to continue on, and that they 
be blessed in the years ahead." 

Matano issued a letter the 
same day in which he said the 
"settlement provisions can be 
effectuated" in the next sever­
al weeks. Of the $246 million 
settlement, $ 5 5 million will be 
paid by the diocese and affili­
ated entities, according to the 
letter, and the rest by the dio­
cese's insurers. 

The bishop concluded the 
letter addressing abusers, say­
ing he entrusts "them to Je­
sus, the final judge, and I pray 
they have acknowledged their 
offenses and used their re­
maining years to seek his mer­
cy and have prayed fervently 
for those they have hurt." 

'

RAND HILL LAWNS, INC. 

... . 

Commercial - Residential 
LAWN CARE• LANDSCAPES 

Guggenheim 
CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 6 

a garage and three out­
buildings of the same 
vintage plus three 1963 
buildings which com­
pose the Dorm, Dining 
Hall and In. Add nearly 
a mile of dirt and stone 
road, a beach, trails, 
wells, septic systems, 
mowing lawns, cutting 
trees and discouraging 
critters to the mainte­
nance list. As the beau­
ty of warm summer 
months fades, the Cen­
ter must be prepared for 

freezing temperatures, 
winter winds and heav­
ing frosts. 

Caring for the Guggen­
heim Center is the Facil­
ity Director. Jeff Branch. 
Jeff took the reins in 
2024 after Ralph Ben­
nett decided 3 7 years 
at camp might be just 
enough. Jeff Branch 
brings a fresh eye and 
new vitality to the up­
keep of our home on the 
lake. If you bump into 
Ralph or Jeff, be sure to 
thank them. This is not 

a job you do just for a 
paycheck. Jeff puts it, "I 
love this place and just 
want to give back." 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

HYDROSEEDI NG • SNOW REMOVAL 

ROLLED SOD • LEAF RAKING 

INSTALLATION 
SPRING & FALL CLEAN • 

LAWN FERTILIZING UPS 

SHRUB INSTALLATION/ • PARKING LOT SANDING/ 

TRIM SWEEPING 

EXCAVATOR WORK • COMMERCIAL PARKING 

SCOTT PROFESSIONAL 
LOT MTC. 

PRODUCTS • TREE REMOVAL 

Glenn R. Burdo 

Over 35 Years experience 
Estimates Available • 518-563-8566 

Supporting the 2025 Bishop Fund Insert 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more ~ 

~ Find us on Facebook! ~ 

Why give to the Bish­
op's Fund Appeal? So 
that Jeff has the re­
sources needed to re­
pair and improve the 
Guggenheim Center. 
So that the Diocese has 
the resources to bring 
contractors in for big 
projects when it is nec­
essary. So that we can 
ask for only a small do­
nation from groups uti­
lizing this Adirondack 
wonderland. And most 
importantly, so that 
hundreds of people of 
every age can visit the 
Guggenheim Center for 
a myriad of reasons and 
have a deserted place 
to come away and rest 
awhile with our Lord. 


