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UNI[TED

Education of Seminarians
Family Life Office

Natural Family Planning Office
Respect Life Ministry

Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund

Formation for Ministry Program
Office of the New
Evangelization

Continuing Education and
Formation of Priests

Priests’ Graduate Studies
Vocation Office

WAYS TO GIVE

» Gifts of Cash: Checks should
be made payable to the
“Bishop’s Fund Appeal.”
Pledge: A gift to the Bishop’s
Fund Appeal may be paid in
four payments - at the time of
the pledge, December,
February, and April.

Online Giving: The Bishop's
Fund Appeal offers the
opportunity to make your gift
and pledge payments online
using a credit card. To donate
online, please visit
www.rcdony.org/giving/donate-
now-bishop-s-fund. If making a
pledge, enter your first
payment in the “amount” box
and in the comments section
indicate the total amount you
wish to pledge.

Automatic Pledge Payments:
To set up automatic credit or
debit card pledge payments,
please contact the Bishop’s
Fund Office at 315-393-2920.
Matching Gifts: Many
companies endeavor to match
the charitable contributions of
employees. Please contact
your company's Human
Resource Department to
determine if your company
participates in the Matching
Gift Program for Catholic
Schools.

“We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, firm
and secure.”
Hebrews 6:19

2025 BISHOP’S FUND APPEAL

ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG

For more information and to view the
2025 Bishop’s Fund video, please visit

www.rcdony.org/bfa

THE B ERSHQP S FUND APP’FAL

- Permanent Deacons

» Deacon Formation

» Tuition Assistance Program

« Campus Ministry Program

« Matching Gifts to Catholic
Schools

« Department of Faith
Formation

- Diocesan Center of Youth
Ministry

« Young Adult Ministry

. Guggenheim Center

« Department of Worship

Gifts of Securities: Federal
tax laws offer special
incentives for gifts of non-
cash property, especially that
which has increased in value
since it was acquired. Please
contact the Bishop’s Fund
Office at 315-393-2920 for
transfer instructions.
Qualified IRA
Contributions: For those
who are 70 % or older, you
may wish to consider a tax-
free gift directly from your IRA
to the Bishop’s Fund Appeal.
Please contact the Bishop'’s
Fund Office at 315-393-2920
for instructions.

Bequests: When considering
gifts to a charity in your Will,
please remember the
Bishop’s Fund Appeal. Gifts
can be made in the following
manner through your Will:
Specific dollar amount; a
percentage of your estate; or
a particular asset such as real
estate or other valuables.
Mailing Your Gift: Please
feel free to mail your donation
to: The Bishop’s Fund
Appeal, PO Box 150,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669.
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BECOME EUCHARISTIC
MISSIONARY FORMATION

A Virtual workshop to be held.
A Eucharistic Missionary is any
(atholic who—inspired by an
encounter with Christ in the Eu-
charist and fueled by the Bread of
Life—allows God to use them as
an instrument of his grace “for the
life of the world.”

Schedule: 5 online sessions
with 2 options to choose from.
Mon.Noonto 1 p.m. Sept.1,8,15,
22,29 or Wed.7 p.m.to 8. Sept. 3,
10,17,24,and Oct.1

Place: Meet online via TEAMS

Features: Session 1: Eucharis-
tic Revival; Session 2: Eucharistic
Encounter; Session 3: Eucharistic
Identity; Session 4: Eucharistic
Life; Session 5: Eucharistic Mission.
Each session includes a half-hour
video followed by small group dis-
cussion, as well as practical ways
of putting the lessons into practice
during the week.

Contact: If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Marika at
mdonders@rcdony.org

FRIENDSHIP GROUP MEETING
You are invited to our next Friend-
ship Group Meeting, Find peace in
this life!

Date: Sept.26

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Zoom

Features: A common enemy
in the spiritual life is discourage-
ment, and Venerable Bruno Lan-
teri masterfully assisted his direct-
ees in overcoming it through his
inspired, straightforward, practical
counsels. By prayerfully reflecting
on these gems — which Father
Timothy Gallagher, O.M.V. deftly
connects to the writings of oth-
er saints in his new book “If You
Want Peace in This Life” — you
will gain confidence in God and a
greater patience with yourself. At
this meeting Father Gallagher will
lead us in discussing the first half
of this book.

Contact: To order “If You Want
Peace in This Life,; please visit
sophiainstitute.com and enter
Friendship25 at the checkout to

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

receive a 25% off discount. For
more information or to sign up
please contact Mary Beth Bracy at
mbracy@sophiainstitute.com

ADIRONDACK TAIN

CAR RAFFLE

Lake Placid — St. Agnes School is
having their annual (ar Raffle.
Win a new Subaru or $20,000.

Features: Tickets are $20
apiece or $100 for six. Tickets are
available at the school (week-
days), after Mass (weekends), or
by phone (518-523-3771). Win-
ner need not be present to win.
Drawing will take place Oct. 12
after the 10 a.m. Mass.Winner can
choose a new Subaru Forester of
$20,000 cash - and 100% of raffle
proceeds benefit scholarships and
programs.

Contact: For more informa-
tion got to www.stagneslp.org or
development@stagnesip.org  or
(518) 523-3771

PARISH MISSION
Lake Placid — St. Agnes Church to
have a parish Mission over three
days.
Date: Sept.8,9and 10
Schedule: 1 hour sessions at
8:30 a.m. as well as evening ses-
sions at 7 p.m. Monday evening
will be followed by fellowship
and refreshments; Tuesday eve-
ning with a Penance service and

Wednesday evening with Mass
followed by fellowship and re-
freshments.

Features: See the website for
more information and a video
welcome from our speaker, Father
Kevin MacDonald. https:/stag-
neslakeplacid.com/parish-mission
All are welcome!

ALPHA
Lake Placid — ALPHA to be held, all
are invited no matter your back-
ground or beliefs.

Date: Weds. Starting Sept. 17

Time: 6:15 p.m.t0 8:15

Place: St. Agnes School

Features: This is a free event
and includes a delicious dinner,
great videos (about life, faith, and
meaning), and small group dis-
cussion. All are welcome, so help
spread the word to your neighbors
and friends.

Contact: To register and for
questions, go to https://stag-
neslakeplacid.com/alpha

GOLF SCRAMBLE
Saranac lake - St. Bernards
School to have their annual St.
Bernard’s 4 person Golf Scramble.
Date: Sept.20
Time: Shotgun start at 10 a.m.
Place: Saranac Lake Golf Club
Features: This fun-filled day
on the greens will bring togeth-
er teams of four for an exdting

competition, all in support of the
school’s mission and programs.
will feature a variety of contests
and prizes for participants. Golfers
of all skill levels are invited to join,
with all proceeds directly benefit-
ing the students and families of
St.Bernard’s School. Following the
tournament, participants are in-
vited to enjoy a post-tournament
lunch provided by Blueline Brew-
ery and Tail of the Pup.

Contact: To register your team
of four or learn more about spon-
sorship  opportunities, please

contact Andrea Kilbourne-Hill at
518-891-2830 or principal@sther-
nardsschool.org. Early registration
is encouraged, as space is limited.

FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St. Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: Sept.5
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol-
lowed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Ellenburg Center — Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer to
have three Special Presentations
from Father Roy Tvrdik, SMM.

Date: Sept.6

Schedule: First Sat. Devotions
at 8 a.m.; First Presentation at 10
a.m.; Lunch followed by the Sec-
ond and Third Presentation with
a Blessing and departure at 4:30
p.m.

Features: The theme will be
“Jewish Roots of Baptism, Pen-
ance and Eucharist” Father Roy
Tvrdik is a professed member of
the Society of Mary of Montfort.
You are warmly invited to join us
for all or any part of this full day
program of wisdom and joy! There
is no cost but donations are much
appreciated.

Contact: Please RSVP at 518-
534-9976 or 518-594-3253 but if
you forget, come anyway!

CARLO ACUTIS CANONIZATION
DAY FOR YOUTH
Plattsburgh — Youth in grades

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

8-12 and Young Adults are invited
tojoin Holy Cross as they celebrate
the canonization day for Carlo
Acutis.

Date: Sept.7

Time: 11:15a.m.

Place: St.Peter’s Church

Features: Mass followed by
Lunch, Guest Speaker Mary Beth
Bracy, Adoration with Praise and
Worship in the Chapel, Soccer
Game on the Field And More!

Contact: To register for the day
or sign up to play soccer email:
PlattshurghSEC@rcdony.org

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS
Plattsburgh - Soaking prayer Ses-
sions to be held the first Monday
of each month.

Date: Sept.8 and Oct.6

Time: 1p.m.to3 or6 p.m.to 8

Place: Newman Center

Features: Praise and worship
followed by soaking prayer. Led by
Eve McGill, Living Waters Ministry.
All are welcome.

Contact: evemcgill@charter.
net 518-645-2648

TURKEY DINNER
Lyon Mountain — Fall Turkey Din-
ner to be held to benefit the parish
fuel fund.

Date: Sept. 14

Time: 11:30a.m.to 4 p.m.

Place: Lyon Mountain Ameri-
can Legion

Cost: Adults, $15Children 6-12,
$7;Under 5, Free

Features: Home cooked turkey
dinner with all the trimmings, cof-
fee and dessert. 50/50 plus vari-
ous raffles.

Contact: For more information
call 518-594-3907 or 518-578-
2638

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE
Plattsburgh — Eastern Region
Commissioned Lay Minsters are
invited to celebrate with Bishop
Terry LaValley a 2025 Jubilee Year
of Hope Pilgrimage.

Place: St.Peter’s Church

Date: Sept. 14

Time: 2 p.m.

Cost: $12 per person

Contact:To register and for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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more information www.rcdony.
org/plattsburghyearofhope

SOAKING PRAYER SESSIONS
Ellenburg Center — Soaking
Prayers Sessions to be held every
third Thursday of the month.

Date: Sept. 18 and Oct. 16

Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.

Place: Our Lady of the Adiron-
dacks House of Prayer

Features: Sessions are offered
by Eve McGill, Living Waters Min-
istry. Includes praise and worship,
soaking prayer, witness/group
sharing, lunch (bring your own
bagged lunch), and recitation of
the Rosary.

Contact: evemcgill16@char-
ter.net or call 518-645-2648

APPLEFEST
Peru — St. Augustine to have their
47th Annual Applefest.

Date: Sept. 20

Time: Activities begin at 10:30
a.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(enter

Features: Attendees can ex-
plore the grounds in search of the
Grand Raffle, a massive craft fair,
apple fritters, fried dough, cara-
melized apples, hot dogs, Mich-
igans, sweet sausages, burgers,
chicken BBQ, games, a train ride,
face painting, a bounce house,
and performances by the Pipes
and Drums of Plattsburgh and
the On Three Band. Roger’s House
and St. Vincent DePaul will also
host sales throughout the day.
The community parade starts at
11 a.m., proceeding down Main
Street from Peru Elementary
School.

HOLY HOUR AND
DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: Sept.7
Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H

Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St. Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society is sponsoring
a spaghetti dinner.

Date: Sept. 25

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: Downstairs in St.Antho-
ny’s church in Msgr. Sechi Hall

Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8;
Meatballs, $1 each; Sauce, $5 a
quart

Features: Take-outs available,
please bring your own container.

Contact: For more information
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190

ST.LAWRENCE

ST.JAMES SUMMER RAFFLE
Gouverneur — St.James School to
have their summer raffle, grand
prize $10,000.

Date: Drawing is Sept. 7 at
12:30 p.m.

Cost: Tickets are $100 each,
only 350 will be sold.

Features:  Grand  Prize:
$10,000; second prize: $5,000;
third prize: $2,500; fourth prize:
$1,500; fifth prize: $500. Plus five
Early Bird drawings for $100 each,
will be drawn June 29! All tickets
will remain “in the drum” and be
eligible for EVERY prize drawing!!
Winner need NOT be present to
win. NYS Tax documentation re-
quired.

Contact: Tickets will be avail-
able after Masses & from Gouver-
neur school office 315-287-0130
or St. James Parish office 315-
287-0114.

COMMUNITY VOICES AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Ogdensburg — A Human Traf-
ficking awareness informational
meeting to be held.

Date: Sept. 25

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: Ogdensburg Free Acad-
emy Auditorium

Features: You can learn to
spot the signs. Victims can be
any age, gender, race or national-
ity. Be vigilant, Be observant. Be
someone’s hero.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

SSJ LAY ASSOCIATE PROGRAM
The Sisters of St. Joseph invite you
to a meeting if you are interested
in learning about our Lay Associ-
ate Program.

Schedule: Sept. 6 at St. Pat-
rick's in Colton, Sept. 7 at John
XXIII Newman Center in Platts-
burgh or Sept.21 at the former St.
Patrick’s School in Watertown

Time: 2 p.m.to 4

Features: Associates meet
once a month to learn about the
spirituality, the charism and mis-
sion and history of the Sisters of
St.Joseph, pray together, and dis-
Cuss ways to deepen one’s spiritu-
al life. This group is open to men
and women.

Contact: If you are interested,
please contact Sister Mary Ea-
mon (smelyngssj@yahoo.com) or
contact Sister Bethany Fitzgerald
(srbethany@gmail.com).

CELEBRATION OF LOVE

AND MARRIAGE MASS
Ogdensburg - We invite all fam-
ilies to join us at the annual Cel-
ebration of Love and Marriage
Mass.

Date: Sept.7

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: Bishop LaValley will
be presiding. Whether you have
been married for less than 1 year
or over 50 years, we want to ac-
knowledge your commitment
and celebrate with you. Married
couples that wish to receive a cer-
tificate signed by Bishop LaValley
and have their names appear in
the program should register no
later than Aug. 29th at https://
www.rcdony.org/jubilee.  There
will be a gathering with refresh-
ments after the Mass.

Contact: For more information
please contact Steve Tartaglia at
315-393-2920 or startaglia@rcd-
ony.org.
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP RETREAT

Saranac Lake — The Diocese of
Ogdensburg Youth Ministry is
inviting all High School students
(grades 9-12) are to their annual

Leadership Weekend.
Date: Sept. 19-21
Place: Camp Guggenheim
Cost: $150 (financial aid is
available)
Features:  Special  guest

speaker will be Penelope Rose
from Students for life. Learn to
be a leader in Christ. Free T-Shirt
is included.

Contact: Register at rcdony.
org/leadership

BLUE MASS

Saranac Lake — Bishop Terry R.
LaValley will celebrate the annual
Diocesan Blue Mass.

Date: Sept.28

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Bernard’s Church

Features: The Blue Mass is the
Church’s way to offer thanksgiv-
ing to God for the dedication and
sacrifices made by the men and
women of Fire, EMS, Corrections,
Law Enforcement, and Dispatch-
ers. First Responders, their fami-
lies,and all the faithful are invited
to attend this Sunday celebration.
Uniforms are encouraged but not
required.

Contact: Questions can be
addressed to Father Chris arrara,
Blue Mass Committee Chair at
info@rcdony.org or by phone at
315-393-2920.

WOMENS HEALING RETREAT
Ogdensburg — The Our Lady of
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the Rosary Healing Retreat Com-
mittee is offering a Women'’s
Healing Retreat with the theme
“From Eve to Mary, A Journey of
Hope and Healing”

Date: 0ct.9-12

Place: Wadhams Hall

Cost: $275 includes accommo-
dations and meals

Features: Presenters will be
Father Michael Jablonski and Fa-
ther Douglas Schirmer

Contact: to register and for
more information go to https://
www.rcdony.org/ourlady

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM
Saranac Lake — Registration for
Family Guggenheim is now open.

Date: Session 3:0ct. 10-12

Features: Family Guggenheim
welcomes families to come enjoy
a special weekend in the beauty
of the Adirondacks. Expect fun
family workshops and activities
that will have you working and
laughing together. Celebrate
Christ's presence in your lives
through liturgy and special prayer
services. Take time for great out-
door activities like paddle boat
rides, beach volleyball, and hik-
ing. You are never too young or
too old to enjoy being family at
(amp Guggenheim!

Contact: Registration is open
now at https://www.rcdony.org/
fg Financial assistance is avail-
able. For more information, con-
tact Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-
2920 or startaglia@rcdony.org.

A Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation
The Faith & Ecology Committee of the Sisters of St.Joseph will host
an interfaith celebration of the beauties of God's creation,“Pilgrimage
of Hope for Creation,” on Sept. 28 at the Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart Camp, Dablon Point (right on Lake Ontario) in Cape Vincent.
The event will include prayer, reflection on Pope Francis'book, Care
of Our Common Home,time with nature, youth presenters, time for

sharing and simple fall snacks.

The event will run from 1to 4 p.m.,and people of all faiths are wel-

come.There is no cost to attend.

For more information, contact Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, at sr-
bethssj@gmail.com or 315-212-6592.
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Spectator, fan or disciple?

Are you a fan of the
New York Yankees? Or
maybe you are a spec-
tator of the Boston Red
Sox? Is it possible that
you are a disci-
ple of the Chica-
go Cubs? Now,
as I spoke these
words you may
have focused
on the names of
baseball teams...
in fact, you
should have. You
paid attention to

lationship with a base-
ball team, or another
person, or an organiza-
tion, or in our case, here
in church, Jesus Christ.
The fan will fol-
low the team,
see what’s going
on and check the
progress. The
spectator will
8 watch the Red
Sox without get-
ting too engaged
with the team but
will enjoy watch-

those words, but Msgr. Robert ing what is going
I want to pay at- H.Aucoin on. The disciple
tention to three will check the
other words: sports  section
spectator, fan, disci- of the newspaper or the
ple. team’s website to check

Each of these words
conveys in some small
but distinct way our re-

Diocesan

2023-2026

Diocese of

Ogdensburg

Directory

‘The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Northern New York

(Please allow 2-3 weeks for d

now available!
The Official 2025-2026

Diocese of Ogdensburg

information about
parishes, schools and
other Catholic
organizations.

2025-2026 Directories now available!
Online at www.northcountrycatholic.org
for faster delivery or fill out form below

(Please cut out and send entire ad)

Make checks payable to
North Country Catholic $15-g0
PO Box 106 eac

Canajoharie, NY 13317

what’s going on, will de-
velop at least a one-sid-
ed relationship with the

Directories

Directory of the

includes detailed

elivery when mailing in form)

Enclosed is my check for $_ for_ directories
:Name

:Address

ICity State Zip

September7

Twenty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

READINGS
Wisdom 9:13-18b
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Luke 14:25-33

team and may even wear
clothing that advertises
the team. Jesus wants
disciples - people who
will follow him wherev-
er he goes; people who
will want to know more
about him; people who
may even wear clothing
showing their dedica-
tion to him.

Being a true disciple
demands dedication
and devotion. But, in
today’s Gospel, Jesus is
demanding that we be
disciples, not fans, not
spectators, but true dis-
ciples. The spectator can
just change channels or
website; the fan can get
hot and cold especial-
ly when it’s off season.
The disciple should be
in it for the long term.

Each of us has a list of
important responsibili-
ties. We have work, fam-
ily, and organizations
we support and peo-
ple who depend on us.
We try to fulfill all our
duties properly. This
is part of living a good

| Relax this summer with Naiie

| your subscription to the
I North Country Catholic,
I The newspaper for the ~ City

Christian life.

Undoubtedly there are
times when we could
give more, and maybe
even sometimes when
it would be best to give
a little less. But we feel
committed to doing
what is asked of us,
and, when we do these
things, we feel we've
done what we should
- what God asks of
us.

And vyet, today’s Gos-
pel tells us that this is
not enough. Simply ful-
filling what is required
as a parent, child, em-
ployee, committee
chairperson or neighbor
is not the essence of

discipleship.
Listen again to what
Jesus says: whoever

does not carry his own
cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.
The force of a text like
this reframes the ordi-
nary world we Kknow.
Hopefully the words of
Jesus shake us up. Ac-
cording to Jesus, what
is discipleship?
Discipleship is not
just one more hobby or
extracurricular activity.
Discipleship is why we
do what we do, mindful
of the costs it brings.
The disciple prays, not
because she thinks she
should, but because

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.
OR Send this coupon with payment to:
North Country Catholic
PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317
**Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery when mailing in your renewal**
[ Inside Diocese $27 O Outside Diocese $30
I want to be a Patron: 0 $3500$500 $1000 $250
O New Subscription [0 Renewal

the disciple praises the
object of devotion. The
disciple performs good
deeds not merely be-
cause it seems like a
good idea, but because
in doing good we are im-
itating what Jesus did.
The disciple stands by
the beloved even when
things are not going
well. The true disciple is
not the Monday morn-
ing quarterback pre-
tending that he could
have solved all things.
Rather, the disciple of
Jesus is out on the field
enduring hardship, the
cross, because he or she
knows that there is a
resurrection at the oth-
er end of the cross.

We come to church
not merely because we
are supposed to be here.
Rather, we are here be-
cause worship of our
God is essential to being
a faithful disciple. The
fan of Jesus may wear
a medal while the spec-
tator may talk about
Jesus. The true disciple
sees Jesus as part of life
and does not hesitate
to worship. Jesus com-
mands us to prioritize
him as the source of our
life and as life’s ultimate
end. True love for Jesus
should guide all that
we do. For without him,
nothing else matters.

O Please send my
subscription to my
e-mail address:

Address

: Diocese of Ogdensburg Pparish
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdenshurg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdenshurg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Church destroyed,
hope remains

“They destroyed the walls of the church, but not
the faith. Our faith remains strong, the people of
God in Falam continue to believe and hope. The
faithful will rebuild the Church of Christ the King,
everyone will do their part,” said Msgr. Lucius Hre
Kung, Bishop of Hakha, in the Burmese state of
Chin, in northwestern Myanmar, during a visit to
the ruins of the Church of Christ the King, which
was destroyed by airstrikes by the Burmese army
in April of this year.

The church was completed and consecrated in
November 2023 by the Catholic community of
the town of Falam, about 1,000 faithful, and then
found itself in the crosshairs of the fighting be-
tween the Chinland Defense Force (CDF) militias,
which had emerged in Chin State, and the Burmese
army. The CDF—part of the People’s Defense Forc-
es, which opposes the military junta—took control
of Falam, whereupon the army began bombing the
area, which also affected the church.

Only now, months later, was the bishop able to
visit the site, assess the damage, and comfort the
local population. “It was a very beautiful church,
and the parish was happy to take care of it. I hope it
can be rebuilt soon. I look with sadness at pictures
of priests of the diocese being ordained there,” re-
calls Father Paulinus G.K. Shing, a local priest.

The Myanmar army also damaged the Catholic
Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Mindat, an-
other town in Chin State, with airstrikes. The church
was to become the cathedral of the newly founded
Diocese of Mindat, which was established on Janu-
ary 25 of this year. According to the Chin Human
Rights Organization, at least 107 religious build-
ings, including 67 churches, have been destroyed
by army bombing in Chin State since 2021 during
the civil war...

“In this moment of suffering and trial, we remain
firmly anchored in prayer and united with the Heart
of Christ and the Heart of Mary, who take upon
themselves all the sufferings of humanity. Jesus
and Mary give us the strength and hope to continue
and hope for a future of peace,” said the bishop,
who regularly visits the families of the displaced
and the faithful in need, bringing them, as he says,
“the consolation of the Lord.”

Atrticle by Cosimo Graziani from FIDES mission-
ary news service of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

Please remember the Pontifical Mission
Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg when
writing or changing your will.

Court accepts Syracuse
Diocese’s abuse settlement

By Daniel Payne
(atholic News Agency

A federal bankruptcy court has ac-
cepted the Diocese of Syracuse, New
York’s massive $176 million abuse
settlement plan, Bishop Douglas Lucia
said this week.

The decision comes after a yearslong
negotiation process between the dio-
cese and victims of clergy abuse as well
as between the diocese and insurers
that will pay into the settlement fund.

Lucia said in an Aug. 27 letter that
the diocese will contribute $100 mil-
lion to the fund, as diocesan leaders
first announced in 2023.

Fifty million dollars will come from
the diocese itself, with $45 million
from parishes and $5 million from
“other Catholic entities” associated
with the Syracuse Diocese.

The remaining $76 million will be
contributed by diocesan insurance
companies, the bishop said.

Further “nonmonetary items” in the
agreement include provisions such as
strengthening diocesan safe environ-
ment policies.

The diocese initiated the bankrupt-
cy process in 2020. In his letter, Lu-
cia thanked his fellow Catholics “who

OBITUARIES

throughout these five vyears have
prayed for this resolution and for
those whose hearts were broken by
the betrayal that came at the hands of
Church members.”

“Together I now pray we will grow
ever more as the body of Christ in this
part of the world community,” he said.

The Syracuse decision comes amid
a wave of high-value abuse settlement
payouts from U.S. dioceses, including
throughout New York.

Abuse victims in New York last
month agreed to a massive settlement
from the Diocese of Rochester, which
is set to pay $246 million to survivors
of clergy abuse there.

The Diocese of Buffalo, New York,
earlier this year agreed to pay out a
$150 million sum as part of its own
abuse settlement.

The largest diocesan-level bankrupt-
cy settlement in U.S. history thus far
has been from the Diocese of Rockville
Centre — also in New York — which
last year agreed to pay $323 million to
abuse victims.

The largest Church abuse payout to-
tal in U.S. history thus far has been at
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, which
last year agreed to a near-$1 billion
payment to abuse victims.

Cape Vincent - Ida H. Radley, 92;
Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 3,
2025 at St. Vincent of Paul Church;
burial in St.Vincent of Paul Ceme-
tery.

Carthage — John H. Foley, 98;
Mass of Christian Burial Sept. 5,
2025 at St. James Church; burial in
Glenwood Cemetery.

Champlain - Leeward C. Babbie,
87; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.3,
2025 at St. Mary’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Clayton — Mary McDonald Mas-
cott, 80; Mass of Christian Burial
Aug. 28,2025 at St. Mary’s Church;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Dannemora - Albert J. “Jim”
LaDuke, Jr., 91; Mass of Christian
Burial Aug. 28,2025 at St. Joseph's

Church; burial in St. Bernard’s
(emetery, Lyon Mountain.

Norwood — Robert J. Vice, 94;
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 0,
2025 at St. Andrew’s Church; burial
inVisitation Cemetery.

Ogdensburg — Suzanne Marie
(Taylor) Goodman, 61; Graveside
services Sept. 5, 2025 at Notre
Dame Cemetery.

Olmstedville - Lois Hill Yandon,
97;Mass of Christian Burial Sept.6,
2025 at St. Joseph's Church; burial
inSt.James Cemetery, North Creek.

Peru — Robert Harrison Boswell,
77; Mass of Christian Burial Sept.
12,2025 at St. Augustine’s Church;
burialin parish cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Tammy Ann

(Fountain) Bayles, 62; Mass of
Christian Burial Sept. 2, 2025 at
Our Lady of Victory Church; burial
in St. Peter's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Joan Roy Gillman,
89; Private services to be held.

Ticonderoga — Dayton Charles
Dedrick, 51; Mass of Christian
Burial Sept. 5, 2025 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Valley View (em-
etery.

Ticonderoga — Patricia Trombley
Trudeau, 85; Funeral Services Sept.
6,2025 at Wilcox & Regan Funeral
Home; burial in Valley View (em-
etery.

West Chazy — Carrie Olive (Du-
pee) Garrant, 82; Graveside ser-
vices Aug. 30, 2025 at St. Joseph’s
(emetery.
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Father Amruta Kumar Pasala, pastor of the Catholic Community of
Burke and Chateaugay, the Catholic Community of Constable, West-
ville, and Trout River, and St. Mary’s of the Fort in Fort Covington,
helps a student make a basket filled with loaves and fishes during
Vacation Bible School held Aug. 13-15 at St. Mary’s of the Fort.The
vacation program was themed “It’s a Miracle’ and focused on Jesus’
miracles.

PHOTOS BY LYDIA WOINOWSKI AND ELAINE
ROSICZKOWSKI

On Aug. 17, St. Hedwig’s Church
in Houseville hosted the Blessing
of Flowers, Herbs and Grains, a
tradition to honor our Blessed
Mother, Matka Boska Zielna,

Our Lady of the Greens. marked
on or near the feast of the
Assumption. All were welcome
to participate in this custom by
bringing pots or bouquets of
flowers, herbs and grains and
participating in a procession.
The altar was decorated in local
grape vines and sheaves of
wheat. The blessing was done by
Father Sony G. Pulickal (center),
assisted by seminarian Ladou-
ceur Flarissan (left) and Deacon
Robert Uttendorfsky.

Bishop Terry R. LaValley wishes Joan Fetzko a happy 90th birthday
during a luncheon celebrating the 150th anniversary of St. Bernard’s
Church in Lyon Mountain.




