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BROWN BAG

Join us for an online lunch-time
discussion. We will discuss the
book by Father Blake Britton ti-
tled RECLAIMING VATICAN II:What
It (Really) Said, What It Means,
and How IT Calls Us to Renew the
Church.

Date: Start Thurs. Feb. 12 each
Thurs. until March 26. Read/dis-
cuss one chapter each week.

Place: online via TEAMS

Features: You will have to pur-
chase the book. The book is avail-
able via Amazon or Word on Fire
and may also be available used
from vendors such as Thriftbooks
or Abe Books

Contact: Register at www.
rcdony.org/brownbag . A link will
be sent to you before the start
of the program. For more infor-
mation contact Marika Donders,
mdonders@rcdony.org

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

ALPHA

Lake Placid — ALPHA to be held, all
are invited no matter your back-
ground or beliefs.

Date: Starting Feb. 22 on Sun-
days for 11 weeks There are breaks
for Spring vacation and Easter

Time: 11:15a.m.t0 1:15 p.m.

Place: St. Agnes School

Features: Meet new people
and unpack the Christian faith to-
gether. Alpha is for anyone who's
curious. No judgement, no pres-
sure. Each session unpacks a big
question of life, faith and purpose
and is designed to spark conversa-
tion.

Contact: For more information
contact Debra Lennon at lennon-
debra26@gmail.com, 518-524-
4388

TECH WORKSHOP
Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks will host a Technol-
ogy Assistance Workshop open to
all older adult community mem-
bers.

Date: Feh. 26

Time: 9 a.m.to Noon

Place: BOCES Adirondack Edu-
cational Center

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Features: Mercy Care is scaling
up its programs to empower Elder
Friends to have access to a digital
device and provide instruction
on how to use it through its iPad
permanent loan program. Roberta
Bryson of NBT Bank will offer a
presentation about online bank-
ing management, navigating the
online portal, and fraud protec-
tion. There will be an opportunity
for one-on-one assistance with
cell phones and tablets.

Contact: Registration is re-
quired. To request more informa-
tion or to register, please contact
Lexi Bevilacqua, Director of Pro-
grams and Mission Integration at
abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or at
518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

POND HOCKEY TOURAMENT
Lyon Mountain — St. Bernard’s and
St. Edmund’s Parish to have their
second annual Pond Hockey Tour-
nament.

Date: Feb. 14

Time: 8 a.m. until finished

Place: Church pond in front of
St.Bernard’s

Cost: 575 per team (4 team
members allowing 1 sub per
team)

Features: Last year we raised
§2,000 for the parish in which
the Lyon Mountain Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #7215 hosted the

event. Depending on the num-
ber teams that register, that will
determine how many games will
be played. All games are to be 3
on 3 with no goalies in which cur-
rent Pond Hockey Rules and Reg-
ulations to be utilized. There will
be all day food and drinks at the
American Legion post 1623.

Contact: For more information
and to register contact Mike Chase
at518-578-2638, Pete Siskavich at
518-578-5280 or Kyle Siskavich at
518-420-2474

FISH FRIES
AuSable Forks - The Au Sable
Knights will be holding three fish
fries every other Friday night.
Date: Feb. 20, March 6 and 20
Time: 4:30 p.m.t0 6:30
Place: Holy Name School/Par-
ish Center
Cost: Adults, $15; Children un-
der 12, $10; Take-outs available.

BREAKFAST
Altona— St.Ann’sand Holy Angel's
parishes to have a breakfast pre-
pared y the ladies of St.Ann.

Date: Feb. 22

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $13; Children 5-12,
§7;under 5 Free

Menu: Eqgs, Eggcups, Sausage,
Bacon, Pancakes, French Toast,
Baked Goods, Home Fries, Coffee,

Tea and Juice.

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS
Plattshurgh — Come enjoy a re-
laxing prayer opportunity the first
Monday of the month.

Date: March 2, April 6, May 4
and June 1

Time: New time, 1:30 p.m. to
3:30,n0 more evening sessions.

Place: Newman (enter

Features: Session includes a
praise and worship segment fol-
lowed by scripture readings, soak-
ing prayer and healing prayers.
Led by Eve McGill, Living Waters
Ministry. All are welcome.

Contact: evemcgilll6@charter.
net

FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St. Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: March 6
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol-
lowed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament.

BREAKFAST
Peru — St. Augustine’s Knights of
Columbus will be serving a Pan-
cake Breakfast.

Date: March 8

Time: 8:30 a.m.to noon

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5 to
11, $5; under 5, Free; Take-outs,
$10

Menu:  Pancakes, Waffles,
Strawberry  Sauce, Scrambled
Eqggs, Bacon, Home Fries, Real Ma-
ple Syrup, and much more.

LENTEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL
Morrisonville - The Morrisonville
(atholic Daughters invite every-
one to a special Lenten Soup for
the Soul evening.

Date: March 10

Time: 5:30 p.m.

Place: St.Alexander’s Church

Features: A simple soup dinner
will be served followed by a spe-
cial presentation by Shannon Loo-
by and her daughters, Helen, Vivi-
an,and Bernadette, who will share
about their experience serving
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as Catholic missionaries in an or-
phanage in Honduras. Donations
will be accepted to support the
ministry of the Catholic Daughters.

HOT DINNERS
Malone — St. André Bessette Par-
ish to offer free community hot
dinners.

Date: Every Wednesday

Time: 4 p.m.to 5

Place: St. André Qutreach Cen-
ter

Features: Food is prepared by
the BOCES Culinary Arts Students.
Eatin only.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti & meat-
ball dinner.

Date: Feb.7,March 14

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St. Mary's Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $12; Seniors, $10;
Children 12 and under, $5;under 5,
Free; Sauce or meatballs available
for 96 per quart

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the (ar-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: Feb.8, March 8

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St. James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8;
Children under 10, $5; Family of
4,530

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice,and Coffee

Contact: For more information
cll 315-493-3224

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Date: March 1

Time: Following 11 a.m.Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

LENTEN RETREAT
Watertown — All are welcome to
attend the annual Sisters of St.Jo-
seph Lenten Retreat.

Date: March 15

Time: 2p.m.to 4

Place: Qur Lady of the Sacred
Heart Dostie Hall

Features: Join us for an after-
noon of prayer as we reflect on
Christ’s call to move from our blind
sights to a deeper insight into
His life, death and resurrection
presented to us by Father Leagon
(arlin who is studying at St. Paul’s
University, Ottawa. His theme is:
“Lead Kindly Light” There will be
an opportunity for prayer and for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Contact: Register with Sister
Mary Eamon (smelyngssj@yahoo.
com) or with Sister Bethany Fitz-
gerald (srbethssj@gmail.com) by
March 10.

ST.LAWRENCE

VALENTINE CASINO NIGHT
(anton — St. Mary’s is celebrating
its 150th anniversary with a spe-
cial casino night on Valentine’s
Day.

Date: Feb.14

Time: 6 p.m.to9

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: 18+ $40 per person or
$75 per couple

Features: The evening will in-
clude gaming, grand prizes, adult
beverages, music, and hors d'oeu-
vres.

Contact: Tickets are available
at the Canton Parish Office or by
alling 315-386-2543. (Limited
number available)

THE MASS EXPLAINED
Hammond - Have you ever won-
dered where the prayers of the
Mass came from? Or wondered
why the stand, kneel, sit, stand
again routine happens? (ome
learn why we do what we do and
when.

Date: Five Saturdays beginning

Feb.21

Time: 8:45 a.m. coffee and do-
nuts, programs begins at 9 a.m.
and will last 45-60 mins.

Place: St. Peter’s Church

Features: The program is FREE.
Pre-registration is not required
but suggested (need to have
enough donuts!)

Contact: Please cll Gene
Kleinhans, 315-486-3813 or Chris
McRoberts, 315-323-7784 to pro-
vide your name and a good phone
number to call or text.

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devotions
for First Saturday.

Date: March 7

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to
have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
tion.

Date: March 7

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati-
ma. Confessions will be available.
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MENS GROUP
Massena — Men’s group to meet
the first Saturday of every month.
Date: March 7
Time: 9 a.m. Mass with meet-
ing to follow
Place: Sacred Heart Church

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St. Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: March 8 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, 95;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier

315-212-5166.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

MEN’S DISCERNMENT GROUPS
Men ages 18-40, are you search-
ing for purpose and wondering
about God's plan for your life?
(Come be part of our Men’s Discern-
ment Groups.

Locations:  Canton/Potsdam
area, St. Mary’s Church, start date
Feb. 7 at 10 a.m. facilitated by Fr.
Scott Belina; Plattsburgh area, St.
John XXIII Newman Center, start
date Jan. 30 at 10 a.m., facilitated
by Fr. Carter Pierce.

Features: A welcoming space
for prayer, reflection, and honest
conversation with others explor-
ing the cll to priesthood or a
deeper walk with Christ. Refresh-
ments and materials provided.
Take the next step toward clarity
and peace.

Contact: Deacon Garry Ste-
vens, Vocations Coordinator at
gstevens@rcdony.org or 315-854-
6158

THE RESCUE PROJECT
Ogdensburg - Come join us for a
9-week experience to hear how
AWESOME the Good News of the
Gospel really is!

Date: Starts Feb. 1 until Palm
Sunday

Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: Brzana Hall at St. Mary’s
(athedral

Features: Each session of this
free program consists of a video
presentation unpacking the story
of the Gospel followed by small
group discussion.

Contact: Register online at
https://www.rcdony.org/rescue
For more information: contact
Marika Donders at mdonders@
rcdony.org

RITE OF ELECTION
Ogdensburg - The Rite of Election
and (all to Continuing Conversion
to be held.

Date: Feb.22

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Contact: RSVP deadline: Feb
11to Asoltero@rcdony.org

IHC MYSTERY PLAYERS
The IHC Mystery Players will pres-
ent the Way of the Cross around
the Diocese and beyond.

Lent 2026 Prayer Schedule:
February 22, 2 p.m. at Summit
Village, Watertown; Feb. 27, 7:30
p.m.at St. Elizabeth Seton, Bald-
winsville; March 8, 7:30 p.m. at
First Preshyterian, Watertown;
March 12, 7:30 p.m. at Corpus
Christi, Round Lake; March 13,
7:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s, South
Glens Falls; March 14, 7:30 p.m. at
St.Bernard's, Saranac Lake; March
20,7:30 p.m. at Holy Family, Little
Falls; March 22, 7:30 p.m. at St.
Cecilia’s, Adams; March 27, 7:30
p.m. at Pope John XXIII, Liverpool;
March 29, 7:30 p.m. at St. James,
(arthage; April 2, 8 p.m. at IHC,
Watertown; April 3,7:30 p.m.at St.
Patrick's, Watertown

Contact: For mor information
go to https://www.ihcschool.org/
mystery-players

SURVIVING DIVORCE

(anton - The Family Life Office will
be offering the Surviving Divorce
program starting in late February.

Time: Meeting dates and times
will be determined by the needs of
the participants.

Cost: The program is free but
we happily accept $25 donations
to offset the cost of materials.

Features: Surviving Divorce
features twelve video presenta-
tions that cover topics such as
shock and grief, anger and for-
giveness, money issues, dealing
with children and a former spouse,
and annulment and remarriage.
This program is for the newly sep-
arated and divorced and those still
struggling with issues many years
later.

Contact: To register, go to
https://www.rcdony.org/sur-
vivingdivorce. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at
315-393-2920.

GUGGENHEIM REGISTRATION
(amp Guggenheim registration
and new staff application season
is now open.

Dates: July 5 - July 10 for 11-13
year olds; July 12 - July 17 for 12-

15 year olds; July 19 - July 24 for
12-15 year olds; July 26 - July 31
for 12-15 year olds; Aug 2 - Aug 7
for 16-18 year olds

Cost: 5450 per week, but if you
register by March 1 with a deposit
or scholarship application it will
be $425.

Contact: Register for camp
at https://www.rcdony.org/
youth/camp/registration ~ Regis-
ter for a staff position at https://
www.rcdony.org/youth/camp/
new-staff-application by Feb. 25

DAY OF REFLECTION

Norfolk - All Catechists, Catechet-
ical Leaders, Commissioned Lay
Ministers, Youth Leaders and Can-
didates in Formation for Ministry
are invited to a Day of Reflection.

Date: March 21

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mass will be at 9 a.m.

Place: Norfolk Parish Center

Cost: $15 includes lunch (soup
and sandwich)

Features: Presented by Sr.Jan-
et Schaeffler, OP.The theme will be
“In Step with Christ: Embracing
Discipleship and Accompaniment”.

Contact: Register by March 12
at rcdony.org/dayofreflection

CHRISM MASS
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are
invited to join Bishop LaValley in
the annual Renewal of Priestly
(ommitment, the Blessing of the
Holy Oils, and the consecration of
the Sacred Chrism for use in all the
churches of our Diocese.

Date: March 26

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: This ritual symboliz-
es that we are one family in Christ.
The Chrism Mass may be viewed
at  https://www.rcdony.org/live-
mass. The Chrism Mass program
will be available at the same link
shortly before the Liturgy.

HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN
Massena — New location and save
the date! Highway to Heaven
Date: May 16
Place: Sacred Heart Church

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Going beyond the minimum

“I just couldn’t help
myself.” “Well, I really
didn’'t mean it.” “Yes,
but there were extenuat-
ing circumstances.” “It’s
not my fault; the
devil made me
do it.” Have you
ever heard those
phrases before?
Maybe you have

said them.
Well, take
those  sentenc-

es and compare
them to the first
words of today’s
first reading: “If
you choose, you
can keep the command-
ments.” The psalm con-
tinues: “Blessed are
they who follow the law
of the Lord.” And Paul
reminds us: “We speak
a wisdom to those who
are mature, not a wis-
dom of this age.”

Jesus himself says:
“Do not think that I
have come to abolish
the law or the prophets.
I have come not to abol-

Msgr. Robert
H. Aucoin

ish but to fulfill.”
Written for Jews, Mat-
thew is showing that
Jesus, in referring to
the law of Moses, ful-
fills what Moses
taught. Jesus
does not destroy
the teaching of
Moses and the

2 prophets any
| more than adult-
hood destroys
childhood. One
completes and
complements

the other.

The immature
and mature anal-
ogy may strike home to
some of us. The imma-
ture seeks only to do
the minimum. What do
I have to do to pass?
What hoops do I have
to jump through? How
can I avoid a particu-
lar tough course and
still graduate? How do I
make myself look busy
so that I can impress
the boss?
The mature person

Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

READINGS
Sirach 15:15-20

1 Corinthians 2:6-10

Matthew 5:17-37
avoids those questions,
dismisses the easy way,
sees the job and its
tasks as a pathway to
help him mature and
grow and achieve great-
ness.

When Jesus speaks
in today’s Gospel, he
insists that his follow-
ers must observe the
law, the prescriptions
of the law, all 600-plus
prescriptions. However,
the law only points the
way to something great-
er. He gives several ex-
amples.

Let’s look a little clos-
er at just one of the
sins. What does Jesus
say about anger? Much
of our culture infest-
ed itself with disagree-

ment, argument and
anger? Turn on cable
television, and it's a
veritable shout-fest
of accusations and at-
tacks. Turning on the
computer doesn’t pro-
vide anything better.
Especially now, when
we have powerful weap-
ons literally at our fin-
gertips - through chat
rooms and social media
and blogs - the world
is constantly scream-
ing at itself. Very often,
so many work to make
matters worse. We can
say whatever we want
about someone or some
situation, and often-
times, we can hurt oth-
ers and still maintain
anonymity. Expressing
anger in these fora not
only hurts ourselves
and others, it also forc-
es us to maintain our
immaturity.

But Jesus tells wus:
what we are doing is
not only uncharitable,
not only sinful, but it is,

in fact, a kind of mur-
der. When we harbor
hate, and fuel anger, we
kill. We kill charity. We
kill community. We kill
love. We Kkill the Gospel.
And Christ’s message,
then and now, seeks
to give Gospel life. To
make it come alive, in
ourselves, and in oth-
ers.

So, our theme is really
two-fold. First, we must
go beyond the mini-
mum requirements of
religious practice. Sec-
ondly, we have the pow-
er to choose to do the
right and correct the
wrong. In our current
era, freedom of choice
has come to mean to do
whatever I want. How-
ever, freedom of choice
really means that no
one is forcing us to do
what is right. We have
to choose what is good,
right and holy.

With Jesus at our side,
let’s make sure that we
are always at his side!

Pope Leo’s prayer intention for February

EWTN News

Pope Leo XIV’s prayer
intention for the month
of February is for chil-
dren with incurable
diseases.

In a video released on
Feb. 5, the Holy Father
prayed that the faith-
ful would realize that
“the smiles, even in the
midst of pain,” of chil-

dren suffering from in-
curable diseases, “are
a testimony of [God’s]
kingdom.”

In the full video
shared on the Pope’s
Worldwide Prayer Net-
work website, Pope
Leo recites an original
prayer written specif-
ically for this month’s
prayer intention.

Here is the pope’s full

o Search archived papers

nFind us on Facebook!

Visit our website
www.northcountrycatholic.org

o Read local stories and commentaries

e View diocesan events and much more

prayer:

Lord Jesus,

who welcomed the lit-
tle ones in your arms
and blessed them ten-
derly,

today we bring before
you the children living
with incurable illnesses.

Their fragile bodies
are a sign of your pres-
ence,

and their smiles, even
in the midst of pain,
are a testimony of your
kingdom.

We ask you, Lord, that
they may never lack
proper medical care,

human and compas-
sionate attention,

and the support of a
community that accom-

panies them with love.

Sustain their families
in hope,

in the midst of weari-
ness and uncertainty,

and make of them
witnesses of a faith that
grows stronger through
trial.

Bless the hands of
doctors, nurses, and
caregivers,

so that their work may
always be an expression
of active compassion.

May your Spirit en-
lighten them in every
difficult decision,

and grant them pa-
tience and tenderness
to serve with dignity.

Lord, teach us to rec-
ognize your face in ev-

ery suffering child.

May their vulnerabili-
ty awaken our compas-
sion,

and move us to care,
accompany, and love

with concrete gestures
of solidarity.

Make of us a Church
that,

animated by the feel-
ings of your heart

and moved by prayer
and service,

knows how to uphold
fragility,

and in the midst of
suffering, becomes a
source of comfort,

a seed of hope, and
a proclamation of new
life.

Amen.
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdenshurg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Charity in the
Lunar New Year

Let us all learn from the example of Chinese Catholics
during this season and care for those in our communi-
ty that are struggling with loneliness, poverty, lack of
shelter and illness. May we be there for our neighbors
in their times of need.

On the eve and in the early hours of the Lunar New
Year, Feb. 17, Catholic parishes throughout China
will be filled with families eager to participate in Eu-
charistic celebrations, give thanks to God and invoke
his blessing, as well as light candles, firecrackers and
fireworks to share moments of fellowship. However,
for a month now, Catholic communities in mainland
China have been carrying out pastoral activities and
charitable initiatives traditionally linked to the Lunar
New Year.

Bearing witness to their faith through works of char-
ity and mercy, Chinese Catholic communities demon-
strate how the Christian spirit and the Chinese virtue
of caring for the most vulnerable flourish in harmony.

According to the church news portal xinde.org,
ahead of the Lunar New Year—which, according
to Chinese astrology, will usher in the Year of the
Horse—the Catholic charitable foundation “Nanjing
Ark” has launched a grassroots initiative to provide “a
warm winter” for people in need and with disabilities,
such as blind children, former leprosy patients and el-
derly people suffering from illnesses. In collaboration
with civil organizations, the foundation has donated
funds to support families with sick children. Further-
more, its volunteers have distributed 40 eye care kits
to teenagers as part of the “Luminous Childhood” ini-
tiative, in partnership with an eye hospital; visited the
Municipal Center for the Prevention of Occupational
Diseases, expanding assistance to patients cured of
leprosy; and delivered 50 quilts to needy elderly.

In the Apostolic Prefecture of Lindong, Inner Mon-
golia, the Dengkou community promoted various
awareness and support activities for elderly people
living alone and students facing difficulties in honor
of the Lunar New Year...

The Taihu community in Wuxi City supported adults
with autism, visiting a rehabilitation center to help
overcome loneliness and allow everyone to feel in-
cluded in the festive atmosphere shared by families...

Meanwhile, 20 volunteers from the Tian’ai (“Love of
God”) Association of the Archdiocese of Guangzhou
have renewed the tradition of supporting the elderly
and people with disabilities, reaching even cities and
villages far from the metropolis...

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies. Please remember the Pon-

tifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg
INC. when writing or changing your will.

OBITUARIES

Canton — Harry Dale Podgurski,
88; Mass of Christian Burial in

spring.

Dannemora — Hugh C. Drollette,
81; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 5,
2026 at St. Jospeh's Church; burial
in St.Joseph’s Cemetery.

Fort Covington — Valerie Ann
LeBlanc, 74; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 5, 2026 at St. Mary’s of
the Fort Church; burial in St.Mary’s
(emetery.

Fort Covington — Leslie M. (de-
Varona) Osborn, 96; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial May 15, 2026 at St.
Mary’s of the Fort Church.

Heuvelton — Shelly J. (Price)
Reed, 68; Mass of Christian Buri-
al Feb. 4, 2026 at St. Raphael’s
Church; burial in St. Hubert's Cem-
etery, Star Lake.

Hogansburg - Felicia A. Jacobs,
75; Mass of Christian Buirial Feb.6,
2026 at St.Regis Church.

Inlet — Dr. William Andrew Guif-
fré, 91; Mass of Christian Burial
May 16, 2026 at St. Anthony’s
Church; burial in Old Forge.

Lyon Mountain - Judy D.
(LaPoint) Noreault, 83; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb. 3, 2026 at St.
Bernard’s Church; burial in St. Pe-
ter's Cemetery.

Massena — Elyn M. (Grow) Hall,
67; Mass of Christian Burial in
spring at Church of the Sacred
Heart.

Massena - lLee E. Thomas, 81;
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 2,
2026 at St.Mary’s Church; burial in
(alvary Cemetery.

Ogdensburg — Cheryl (Morley)
(laxton, 67; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb.6, 2026 at St.Mary’s Ca-
thedral; burial in the Oswegatchie
Mausoleum.

0Ogdensburg — Eleanor (Marlow)
Stevenson, 92; Mass of Christian

Burial Feb. 7, 2026 at Notre Dame
Church

Plattsburgh - Judith K. (Brown)
(lancy, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb.4,2026 at St.John the Baptist
Church.

Plattsburgh - Tricia L. Begor, 54;
Mass of Christian Burial Jan. 31,
2026 at St.John's Church.

Port Henry — Mary Jospehone
Clow, 53; Mass of Christian Burial
Feb.3,2026 at St. Patrick’s Church.

Saranac Lake - Frances I. (Lew-
is) Snyder, 87; Mass of Christian
Burial Jan.31,2026 at St.Bernard's
Church; burial in St. Bernard's
(emetery.

Tupper Lake - Alice Irene
(Dukett) Baker, 88; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial in Spring at St.Alphon-
sus Church; burial in St. Alphonsus
(emetery.

Around the diocese
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Features: featuring  the
Shroud of Turin replica exhibit,
Father Jonathan Meyer, National
Preacher of the Eucharistic Revival,
Award-winning musician Sarah
Kroger. Join Bishop LaValley and
friends from around the North
Country and beyond for Mass, Ad-
oration and more.

Contact: Mary Beth Bracy at
marybethbracy@gmail.com  for
more information.

DYING WITH CHRIST,
LIVING WITH HOPE
Plattsburgh - When we make a
commitment to die with Christ,
we can truly live with hope. Learn
about NYS Assisted Suicide Legis-
lation and Canada’s MAID.
Date: May 30
Time: 9:30 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.
Place: St.John Newman Center
Cost: 510 donation, includes
lunch

Features: Discussions feature
theologians and healthcare pro-
fessionals giving  perspectives
on suffering, grief, dying and our
Christian duty to care.

Contact: Registration online at:
https://www.rcdony.org.living-
withhope

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES

COUPLES RETREAT
(anandaigua — Couples Valentines
Retreat to be held.

Date: Feb. 13,7 p.m.to Feb. 15,
Noon

Place: Notre Dame Retreat
House

Cost: $325 per couple

Features: Spend Valentine’s
weekend deepening your faith,
strengthening your bond, and
celebrating God’s gift of love. The
weekend will include a special Val-
entine’s social and dinner on Sat-
urday evening as part of this up-
lifting retreat. The retreat will be

run by Fr. Jim Dahlinger, SJ, Deb &
Keith Northridge and Jodie Scordo.

Contact: For more information
email jscordo@notredameretreat.
org

CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE
Syracuse - The Diocese of Syra-
cuse’s 18th IGNITE Catholic Men’s
Conference to be held.

Date: March 28

Time: Registration at 8 a.m.,
event 9a.m.to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Bishop Ludden-Grimes
Jr./Sr.High School

Cost: $65 by March 9, $70 after,
§75 at the door

Features: The theme will be
“Trust in His Strength” A great
lineup of speakers, Father Larry
Richards and Brandan Powell.
Bishop Lucia will start the day
with Holy Mass.

Contact: For more information
go to www.ignitecatholicmen.org.



16 BACK PEW

H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

SPECIAL COLLECTION
ASH WEDNESNESDAY - FEBRUARY 18, 2026

RESTORE THE CHURCH
BUILD THE FUTURE

More than 30 years ago, the bishops of the United States established the
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe to help the
Church rebuild and resume its mission in countries where for decades,
communist regimes had confiscated churches and persecuted priests, con-
secrated religious, and laity. The end of those communist regimes restored
the Church’s freedom to preach the Gospel, pray, and carry out public
ministries such as health care and education.

offered secondary students an art education course designed to deepen
their spiritual growth by incorporating their Catholic faith into their ap-
preciation of art. In August, the archabbey conducted a liturgical work-
shop for Catholic clergy, seminarians, and laity committed to deepening
their understanding and experience of liturgy. Finally, in September, the
archabbey brought together international ecumenical leaders, Catholic
clergy from Hungary, and leaders from Protestant and Orthodox Chris-

FEBRUARY 11, 2026

Since its founding in AD 996, Hungary’s Archabbey of Pannonhalma has
been a center of prayer and learning and a treasured symbol of Hungarian
religious and cultural heritage. For centuries the monks of this Benedic-
tine community dedicated their lives to prayer, hospitality, and education
atall levels, from primary through university. After World War II,
Hungary’s communist regime dissolved monastic orders and allowed the
monks only to operate their secondary school. The community faced
consistent intimidation.

Today, the communist regime is gone, and Pannonhalma is once again a
center of faith-enriching learning. Funding from the Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe made possible three such pro-
grams in 2025. In February, the Benedictine school of Pannonhalma

United States 202-541-3400 * fax 202-541-3460 * www.usccb.org/nationalcollections
Conference of
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Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe

ALBANIA -
* CROATIA » CZECH REPUBLIC « ESTONIA

* ROMANIA -

. Photos: Pannonhalma Archabbey.

tian churches for a symposium on fostering Christian unity, held in a
setting of theological reflection and personal encounter.

Your support for the Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern
Europe at Mass helps the Church in Hungary and 27 other countries to
rebuild and continue the mission to share the Gospel with new genera-
tions. More information about the collection and the range of projects it
supports can be found at www.uscch.org/ecee.

If you prefer to donate online, see

QR code.

Office of National Collections * 3211 Fourth Street NE * Washington, DC 20017-1194

ARMENIA « AZERBAIJAN « BELARUS « BOSNTA AND HERZEGOVINA -

* UKRAINE « UZBEKISTAN

60200426

PROGRAM AREA GRANTS AMOUNT PERCENT
2024 DISTRIBUTION OF GRANTS B Emergency” 8 $2,283,000 23.81%
Total Number of Grants Approved: 547 B Evangelization 121 $1,862,944 19.43%
Total Amount Approved: $9,588,486 Construction 145 $1,772,954 18.49%
| | Equipment/Accommodation Purchase 33 $704,306 7.35%
EXPENSES P B Operational Support 50 $692,726 7.22%
h B Scholarships 79 $562,314 5.86%
Grants and Donations 91.79% & B Social Aid 44 $561,935 5.86%
Program Costs 4.52% Education 24 $497,085 5.18%
Promotions and V \ Vehicle Purchase 15 $280,758 2.93%
Fundraising Expenses 2.84% U Seminary Support 14 $263,687 2.75%
Administrative Expenses 0.85% Multimedia 14 $106,777 1.11%

Total Expenses $10,449,046

*Includes grants for urgent humanitarian and pastoral responses to the crisis in Ukraine.

BULGARIA
* GEORGIA - HUNGARY * KAZAKHSTAN

* KYRGYZSTAN * LATVIA « LITHUANIA « MACEDONIA « MOLDOVA « MONTENEGRO « POLAND
RUSSIA » SERBIA » SLOVAKIA « SLOVENIA ¢ TAJIKISTAN « TURKMENISTAN



