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SSPX plans to consecrate 
bishops '1Vithout Inandate 
By Victoria Cardiel 
EWTN News 

The Priestly Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) 
says it will proceed with plans to con­
secrate new bishops on July 1 without 
a pontifical mandate, despite a Vatican 
warning that the move would represent 
a "decisive rupture" of communion and 
bring "grave consequences" for the 
group. 

In a letter dated Feb. 18 - Ash Wednes­
day - Father Davide Pagliarani, the SSPX 
superior general, told Cardinal Victor 
Manuel Fernandez, prefect of the Di­
castery for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
that the group could not accept either 
the Vatican's proposed framework for 
renewed dialogue or a delay of the an­
nounced consecration date. 

The SSPX, which exclusively cele­
brates the Traditional Latin Mass, main­
tains doctrinal differences with certain 
teachings and reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council, particularly with re­
gard to the Church's approach to other 
faiths. 

"I cannot accept the perspective and 
objectives in the name of which the di­
castery offers to resume dialogue in the 
present situation, nor indeed the post­
ponement of the date of 1 July," Paglia­
rani wrote. 

The Vatican's doctrinal office recently 
proposed what it described as a "spe­
cifically theological" path of dialogue 
aimed at identifying the minimum con­
ditions for full communion with the 
Catholic Church but made the opening 
of that process contingent on suspend­
ing the planned July 1 consecrations. 
The Holy See warned that "the ordina­
tion of bishops without a mandate from 
the Holy Father" would "imply a deci­
sive rupture of ecclesial communion 
(schism)" with "grave consequences" 
for the fraternity as a whole. 

Under canon law, a bishop who conse­
crates another bishop without a papal 
mandate and the person who receives 
that consecration incur automatic ex­
communication reserved to the Apos­
tolic See, a penalty publicly declared in 
the SSPX's 1988 rupture with Rome. 
SSPX ARGUES CONSECRATIONS 
WOULD NOT BE 'SCHISMATIC' 

Alongside Pagliarani's letter, the SSPX 
circulated a doctrinal statement disput­
ing the Vatican's characterization of un­
authorized consecrations as necessarily 
schismatic. 

"The society defends itself against any 
accusation of schism and, relying on all 

traditional theology and the Church's 
constant teaching, maintains that an 
episcopal consecration not authorized 
by the Holy See does not constitute a 
rupture of communion - provided it is 
not accompanied by schismatic intent 
or the conferral of jurisdiction," the 
SSPX statement said. 

In that statement, the society argued 
that schism consists in assuming juris­
diction independently of the pope's will 
and insisted that bishops consecrated 
as SSPX auxiliaries would "assume no 
jurisdiction against the will of the pope 
and will in no way be schismatic." 
'A GENUINE CASE OF CONSCIENCE' 

In his letter, Pagliarani said the cur­
rent context - marked by public warn­
ings about sanctions - undermines 
the serenity he believes is required for 
meaningful dialogue. 

He wrote that the SSPX and the Holy 
See "both know in advance" they cannot 
reach doctrinal agreement "particularly 
regarding the fundamental orientations 
adopted since the Second Vatican Coun­
cil," describing the disagreement as "a 
genuine case of conscience" rooted, in 
the SSPX's view, in a "rupture with the 
tradition of the Church." 

Pagliarani also questioned the feasibil­
ity of a process intended to determine 
together "the minimum requirements 
for full communion," arguing that such 
criteria are the Church's to define and 
not something to be established jointly 
in dialogue. 

The letter, published by the society, 
was signed by members of its general 
council, including bishops Alfonso de 
Galarreta and Bernard Fellay. 
CONFLICT GOES BACK TO 1988 

The Vatican warning revives memo­
ries of the 1988 crisis, when Archbish­
op Marcel Lefebvre consecrated four 
bishops without a pontifical mandate 
in defiance of Pope John Paul II. The 
Holy See declared the bishops excom­
municated at the time; Pope Benedict 
XVI lifted the excommunications of the 
surviving bishops in 2009 as a gesture 
toward reconciliation. 

In subsequent years, Pope Francis 
granted SSPX priests faculties to hear 
confessions validly and to witness mar­
riages under certain conditions, while 
the society's canonical status has re­
mained irregular. 

The SSPX announced Feb. 2 that it in­
tended to consecrate new bishops on 
July 1, a date that coincides with the an­
niversary of the 1988 decree declaring 
Lefebvre's excommunication. 

WORLD/NATION 11 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Bishops: Trump administration mixed on religious liberty 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued its annual 
report on religious liberty this week and concluded that President 
Donald Trump's administration has enhanced religious freedom in 
some ways and weakened it in others.The Feb.17"State ofReligious 
Liberty in the United States" report by the USCCB Committee for Re­
ligious Liberty listed the administration's "steps to combat gender 
ideology" as one of the positive changes. The report expressed con­
cerns about the administration's mass deportation policies. The US­
CCB's 2026 report also warned of threats to religious liberty, citing 
alarming incidents of violence targeting Catholic institutions -
such as a shooter opening fire on a school Mass in Minneapolis and 
a man armed with explosives outside the Cathedral of St. Matthew 
the Apostle. "All of these developments are taking place as Amer­
icans prepare to celebrate 250 years as [an] independent nation," 
Archbishop Alexander Sample, the committee chair, wrote in the 
foreword for the report. "It is a fitting time to reflect on the ideals 
expressed in the Declaration of Independence and how those ideals 
have shaped the unique culture that has grown over the past two­
and-a-half centuries," he continued."For Catholics, it is an opportu­
nity to reflect on how the Church has enriched American life." 

Diocese of Camden announces $180M abuse settlement 
The Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, will fund a $180 million set­
tlement for abuse victims, Bishop Joseph Williams said this week, 
more than doubling a settlement amount proposed two years 
ago. Williams said on Feb. 17 that the plan "establishes a trust of 
$180 million, funded by the diocese, its parishes, and the various 
insurers that insured the diocese in the past." The proposal is still 
subject to approval by U.S. bankruptcy court. The bishop noted that 
the bankruptcy court had approved an $87.5 million plan in 2024. 
A Feb. 17 press release from the New York-based law firm Lowen­
stein Sandler - whose attorneys have represented abuse victims 
in the dispute - said the agreement "supplements [the) earlier 
settlement" and comes in at"more than six times the amount"first 
proposed by the diocese in 2021. Williams in his statement said the 
settlement is "long overdue" and "represents a milestone" in the 
journey of abuse victims toward "restored justice" and "healing.""To 
each one of those survivors, I would like to say: Thank you for your 
courage in coming forward. Without your bravery and persistence, 
this new day would not have dawned," the prelate said. John Col­
lins, the chairman of the survivors' committee, said in the law firm's 
press release that the settlement "represents meaningful progress 
toward accountability and equitable compensation" and "achieves 
a fair and just outcome."The committee consists of more than 300 
victims of abuse. 
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

TECH WORKSHOP Clinton-

Eggs, Bacon, Home Fries, Real Ma­
ple Syrup, and much more. 

Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the N;;~n~~ LENTEN SOUP 
Adirondacks will host a Technol- Deanery Morrisonville - The Morrisonville 

A • W k h t St. Lawrence Deanery h . . ogy ss1stance or s op open o Catholic Daug ters invite every-
all older adult community mem- one to a special Lenten Soup for 
bers. the Soul evening. 

Date: Feb. 26 Date: March 10 
Time: 9 a.m. to Noon Adirondack Mountain Deanery Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Place: BOCES Adirondack Edu- Jetrg:,:~wis Place: St. Alexander's Church 

cational Center Features: A simple soup din-
Features: Mercy Care is scaling ner will be served followed by a 

up its programs to empower Elder special presentation by Shannon 
Friends to have access to a digital Looby and her daughters, Hel-
device and provide instruction en, Vivian, and Bernadette, who 
on how to use it through its iPad The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese''. will share about their experience 
permanent loan program. Roberta Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: serving as Catholic missionaries 
Bryson of NBT Bank will offer a North CountryCatholic,PO Box 326' in an orphanage in Honduras. This 

b k Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
presentation about online an - e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. evening is free and open to all. 
ing management, navigating the Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. Donations will be accepted to sup-
online portal, and fraud protec- l-------------,------------1 port the ministry of the Catholic 
tion. There will be an opportunity either in-person, virtually, or by laxing prayer opportunity the first Daughters. 
for one-on-one assistance with telephone. Monday of the month. 
cell phones and tablets. Mercy Contact: There is no cost for Date: March 2, April 6, May 4 
Care's Technology Workshop and the training, but registration is Time: New time, 1:30 p.m. to 
iPad Permanent Loan Programs required. Lunch will be served. To 3:30, no more evening sessions. 
are offered free of charge, on a register for the training, please Place: Newman Center 
first-come, first-served basis. visit Mercy Care's website at www. Features: Session includes a 

Contact: Registration is re- adkmercy.org or contact Lexi Bev- praise and worship segment fol-
quired. To request more informa- ilacqua, at abevilacqua@adkmer- lowed by scripture readings, soak-
tion or to register, please contact cy.org or call Lexi for more infor- ing prayer and healing prayers. 
Lexi Bevilacqua, Director of Pro- mation at 518-523-5446. Led by Eve McGill, Living Waters 
grams and Mission Integration at Ministry. All are welcome. 
abevilacqua@adkmercy.org or at Contact: evemcgill16@charter. 
518-523-5446. FISH FRIES net 

MERCY CARE VOLUNTEERS 
Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks, sponsored by the 
Sisters of Mercy, is recruiting new 
volunteers for their Health Care 
Companion Volunteer Group. 

Date: March 4 
Time:9a.m. 
Place: Heaven Hill Farm 
Features: A Mercy Care Health 

Care Companion Volunteer is a lis­
tening presence, a compassionate 
friend, and is often thought of in 
terms of what a friend or family 
might do if they were available 
to help their loved one access, 
comply with, and more fully un­
derstand their health care. The 
Health Care Companion Volunteer 
does not provide hands-on health 
ca re or medical advice but assists 
their Elder Friend to access and 
manage their healthcare needs 

AuSable Forks - The Au Sable 
Knights will be holding three fish 
fries every other Friday night. 

Date: March 6 and 20 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Holy Name School/Par-

ish Center 
Cost: Adults, $15; Children un­

der 12, $10; Take-outs available. 

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER 
Malone-Knights of Columbus 
Council 308 will hold their Chicken 
and Biscuit Dinners. 

Dates: Feb.25,March 11 and 25 
Time: Beginning at 4 p.m. 
Place: K of( Home,41 Elm St. 
Cost: $13 for drive-thru, take-

out, or dine in 
Features: Proceeds benefit our 

charitable donations. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Champlain - St. Mary's to have 
Mass, Exposition and Benediction 
every first Friday of the month. 

Date: March 6 
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol­

lowed by Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

BREAKFAST 
Peru - St. Augustine's Knights of 
Columbus will be serving a Pan­
cake Breakfast. 

Date: March 8 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to noon 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5 to 

11, $5; under 5, Free; Take-outs, 
$10 

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS Menu: Pancakes, Waffles, 
Plattsburgh - Come enjoy a re- Strawberry Sauce, Scrambled 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: March 1, May 3 (will NOT 
be observed on April 5) 

Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father John Cosmic 
#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 

Date: March 8 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: St. James Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; 

Children under 10, $5; Family of 
4, $30 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

SPAGHETTI & 
MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus 
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will be having a spaghetti & meat­
ball dinner. 

Date: March 14 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $12; Seniors, $10; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 5, 
Free; Sauce or meatballs available 
for $6 per quart 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

CORNED BEEF DINNER 
Constableville - St. Mary's Youth 
Group will be hosting a corned 
beef and cabbage dinner. 

Date: March 15 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Parish hall, Dine in or 

take out 
Cost: Adults, $15; Children un­

der 10, $7.50. 
Contact: For questions or to 

make a donation call the parish 
office at 315-348-6104 

LENTEN RETREAT 
Watertown - All are welcome to 
attend the annual Sisters of St.Jo­
seph Lenten Retreat. 

Date: March 15 
Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: Our Lady of the Sacred 

Heart Dostie Hall 
Features: Join us for an after­

noon of prayer as we reflect on 
Christ's call to move from our blind 
sights to a deeper insight into 
His life, death and resurrection 
presented to us by Father Leagon 
Carlin who is studying at St. Paul's 
University, Ottawa. His theme is: 
"Lead Kindly Light''. There will be 
an opportunity for prayer and for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Contact: Register with Sister 
Mary Eamon (smelyngssj@yahoo. 
com) or with Sister Bethany Fitz­
gerald (srbethssj@gmail.com) by 
March 10. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

FISH FRY 
Gouverneur - St. James School to 
have a fish fry every Friday during 
Lent. 

Date: Feb. 27, March 6, 13, 20 
&27 

Time: 4:30 p.m. until gone 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 



FEBRUA,RY_25, 2026 
II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II ENTERTAINMENT 13 

Filipino bishops laud 'digital n1edia fasting' 
By Madalaine Elhabbal 
EWTN News 

porary expression of conver­
sion and renewal." 

The Catholic Bishops' Con­
ference of the Philippines has 
issued guidance for Catholics 
to go beyond fasting from food 
this Lent by committing to a 
fast from social media. 

The pastoral message deliv­
ered on behalf of the confer­
ence came before Ash Wednes­
day on Feb. 18, which will mark 
the start of Lent. 

The message noted fasting 
has historically meant absti­
nence from food, "an act of re­
pentance and spiritual focus." 
However, the bishops pointed 
out that engagement with so­
cial media, and other forms of 
online entertainment, serves 
as a significant source of dis­
traction in today's context that 
"weakens our interior life." 

sion," the bishops said. "Digital 
media fasting, therefore, in­
vites a rediscovery of silence, 
prayer, contemplation, and au­
thentic relationships. It is not 
meant to punish the body but 
to free the heart." 

The bishops offered practi­
cal ways to carry out a social 
media fast this Lent, such as 
avoiding phone use before 
waking up and going to sleep, 
limiting screen time, observing 
24-hour and weekend fasts, 
and replacing screen time with 
prayer, service, reading, or 
conversation. 

The bishops stressed the 
need to approach Lent joyfully, 
and "not with gloomy faces," 
noting the fruit of fasting from 
screen time is a closer relation­
ship with God, greater mental 
clarity and focus, and renewed 
appreciation for creation at 
large. 

"In our present time, fasting 
must also address the new re­
alities shaping human life. One 
of the greatest influences to­
day is digital media," said the 
Feb. 13 pastoral message from 
Archbishop Gilbert A. Garcera 
of Lipa, president of the Cath­
olic Bishops' Conference of the 
Philippines. "Thus, we invite 
the faithful to undertake a dig­
ital media fasting as a contem-

"True fasting, as Jesus teach­
es, is not an external perfor­
mance but an interior conver-

"Digital media fasting is not 
anti-technology," the letter 
said. "Rather, it asks: How can 
Christ guide our use of media?" 

"In stepping back from digi­
tal excess, we reclaim interior 
silence, deepen relationships, 
and rediscover God's presence 
in daily life," the letter conclud­
ed. "Entrusting this pastoral in­
vitation to the intercession of 
Mary, Mother of the Church, 
we encourage all dioceses, par­
ishes, families, and communi­
ties to promote media fasting 
during Lent and beyond." 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 

Cost: $15 
Menu: Dinner includes fried 

fish, choice of macaroni and 
cheese or trench fries, cole slaw, 
dinner roll, beverage and your 
choice of dessert. Dine in or Take 
Out. 

Contact: Local deliveries avail­
able 315-287-0130 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devotions 
for First Saturday. 

Date: March 7 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to 
have first Saturday Rosary Devo­
tion. 

Date: March 7 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati­
ma. Confessions will be available. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MENS GROUP 
Massena - Men's group to meet 

the first Saturday of every month. 
Date: March 7 
Time: 9 a.m. Mass with meet­

ing to follow 
Place: Sacred Heart Church 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: March 8 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

ALPHA 
Massena - You are invited to Al­
pha. 

Date: Tuesdays starting March 
24 

Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Join us for a free 

meal and great conversations as 
we explore life and faith. 

Contact: For more information 
contact the Parish office 315-769-

2469 or www.massenacatholics. 
com 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

IHC MYSTERY PLAYERS 
The IHC Mystery Players will pres­
ent the Way of the Cross around 
the Diocese and beyond. 

Lent 2026 Prayer Schedule: 
Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m.at St. Elizabeth 
Seton, Baldwinsville; March 8, 
7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian, 
Watertown; March 12, 7:30 p.m. at 
Corpus Christi, Round Lake; March 
13, 7:30 p.m. at St. Michael's, South 
Glens Falls; March 14, 7:30 p.m. at 
St. Bernard's, Saranac Lake; March 
20, 7:30 p.m. at Holy Family, Little 
Falls; March 22, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Cecilia's, Adams; March 27, 7:30 
p.m. at Pope John XXIII, Liverpool; 
March 29, 7:30 p.m. at St. James, 
Carthage; April 2, 8 p.m. at IHC, 
Watertown; April 3, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Patrick's, Watertown 

Contact: For mor information 
go to https:/ /www.ihcschool.org/ 
mystery-players 

SURVIVING DIVORCE 
Canton -The Family Life Office will 
be offering the Surviving Divorce 
program again starting in late 
February. 

Time: Meetinq dates and times 

will be determined by the needs of 
the participants. 

Cost: The program is free but 
we happily accept $25 donations 
to offset the cost of materials. 

Features: Surviving Divorce 
features 12 video presentations 
covering topics such as grief, an­
ger and forgiveness, money issues, 
dealing with children and a for­
mer spouse, and annulment and 
remarriage. This program is for the 
newly separated and divorced and 
those still struggling with issues 
many years later. 

Contact: To register, go to 
https://www.rcdony.org/su r­
vivingdivorce. For more informa­
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at 
315-393-2920. 

GUGGENHEIM REGISTRATION 
Camp Guggenheim registration 
and new staff application season 
is now open. 

Dates: July 5- July 10 for 11-13 
year olds;July 12-July 17 for 12-
15 year olds; July 19 - July 24 for 
12-15 year olds; July 26 - July 31 
for 12-15 year olds; Aug 2 -Aug 7 
for 16-18 year olds 

Cost: $450 per week, but if you 
register by March 1 with a deposit 
or scholarship application it will 
be $425. 

Contact: Register for camp 
at https:/ /www.rcdony.org/ 
youth/camp/registration Regis­
ter for a staff position at https:// 
www. red ony. org/yout h/ camp/ 
new-staff-application by Feb. 25 

DAY OF REFLECTION 
Norfolk - All Catechists, Catechet­
ical Leaders, Commissioned Lay 
Ministers, Youth Leaders and Can­
didates in Formation for Ministry 
are invited to a Day of Reflection. 

Date: March 21 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Mass will be at 9 a.m. 
Place: Norfolk Parish Center 
Cost: $15 includes lunch (soup 

and sandwich) 
Features: Presented by Sr. Jan­

et Schaeffler, OP.The theme will be 
"In Step with Christ: Embracing 
Discipleship and Accompaniment''. 

Contact: Register by March 12 
at rcdony.org/dayofreflection 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Are you amazed? 
When was the last time virus. 

that you were amazed - Amazement means 
something you did not that we are not in con­
expect, something out of trol. Whether the source 
the ordinary, something of our amazement is 
almost unbeliev- something good 
able? Well, less or something evil, 
things surprise we are not in con-
us as we get old- trol, the cause of 
er because, so to our amazement is 
speak, we've seen totally beyond us. 
it all before. That In the Gospel 
is why videos of passage for this 
babies getting so Sunday, we have 
excited over the the story of the 
simplest of things Transfiguration. 
can amuse and be- Msgr.Robert Peter, James, and 
muse us. H.Aucoin John are utterly 

A moment of ex- ====== amazed at what 
citement can be so happens to Jesus 
good, but so unexpected, and ultimately at what 
like the videos we used happens to them. Mat­
to see of people winning thew tells us that Jesus' 
the Publishers Clearing face shone like the sun 
House contest. On other and his clothes became 
occasions, amazement white as light, and he was 
can bring sadness be- surrounded by Moses 
cause the unexpected has and Elijah. Ultimately the 
caused havoc. Think of voice of God is heard say­
our amazement in 2020 ing: "This is my beloved 
when we were on the Son; listen to him." 
threshold of the Corona- This amazing event al-

March 1 

Second Sunday of Lent 

READINGS 
Genesis 12:1-4a 

2 Timothy 1:8b-10 
Matthew 17:1-9 

lows the disciples to see, 
meaning to understand, 
Jesus differently than 
they ever had before. 
True amazement always 
changes one's life or at 
least it should. The win­
ners of the Publisher's 
Clearing House and the 
victims of the corona­
virus all had their lives 
changed. Peter, James 
and John were, I am sure, 
different after the Trans­
figuration than they were 
before the event. They 
saw and fully realized 
that Jesus is truly God. 

All of us, on one occa­
sion or another, have an 
experience that we just 
cannot explain, an expe­
rience that goes beyond 

CALLED TO SERVE 

words such as the experi­
ence of Peter, James and 
John. Psychologists call 
these moments peak ex­
periences. We call them 
divine moments when 
these experiences give us 
a glimpse into who God is 
and the nature of our re­
lationship with him. 

Perhaps, we can be an 
amazement to others 
that we encounter. Pe­
ter, James and John saw 
the value, the depth, the 
greatness of Jesus in this 
moment of Transfigura­
tion. Perhaps, we, too, 
could help others see the 
depth and the greatness 
of Jesus in the words that 
we say and don't say and 
in the lives that we lead. 

Soon, we will begin the 
second week of Lent. Are 
you amazed at your prog­
ress this Lent? Amazed at 
how well you have done? 
Or, perhaps, amazed at 
how little you have done? 
If you have done well, you 
are probably surprised 
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that you could really 
make some progress and 
that your life is different. 
If you have not done well, 
it is not too late. It's bet­
ter to start Lent late than 
not to start at all. 

Lent is a time for asking 
ourselves how well we 
are living out our calling, 
how well we are letting 
our light shine before 
others so that they may 
see and praise our God. 
If we are doing well, con­
tinue doing so. If we are 
not doing well, then be­
gin again to live out our 
calling. While we live, it is 
never too late. 

When we receive Com­
munion, we are touched 
by the Real Presence of 
Jesus just as powerful­
ly as the three disciples 
were on that mountain­
top. As Lent continues, 
don't "give up." Instead, 
"give in" to the Holy Spir­
it. What a beautiful way 
to celebrate this Lenten 
season! 

What did you give up for Lent? 
The Catholic Bish­

ops Conference of the 
Philippines has pro­
posed "Digital Media 
Fasting as a contempo­
rary expression of con­
version and renewal." 

The bishops pro­
pose avoiding phone 
use just before you re­
tire for the night and 
after you first wake up, 
limiting social media 
and streaming time, 
observing device-free 
meals and gatherings, 
attempting occasional 
24-hour or weekend dig­
ital fasts, removing dis­
tracting apps from your 
devices, and replacing 
screen time with prayer, 
service, reading or con­
versation. 

Those bishops said, 

"Technology is a bless­
ing when used respon­
sibly, yet excessive 
media use often leads 
to distraction, fatigue, 
loss of focus, weak­
ened relationships and 
diminished spiritual 
awareness. Constant 
connectivity leaves little 
room for silence and re­
flection. Many struggle 
to be present to God and 
others because screens 
constantly demand at­
tention. Digital media 
fasting helps restore 
balance and reminds us 
that technology must 
serve human life - not 
dominate it." 

I can hardly disagree 
with that argument. I 
do not think I would be 
willing to divorce myself 

from the digital world meat on Fridays and 
completely, but CBCP fast from food when I 
may be onto something. was supposed to. 

A couple of days later, It wasn't the self-de-
a friend of mine post- nial part that irked me. 
ed (I think it was on It was announcing it to 
Facebook) that she had the world that did. 
turned off her TV I used to hate 
and moved it to a the question 
closet and would "What did you 
temporarily end give up for Lent?" 
her social media I wanted to say, 
use as a Lenten "That's none of 
observance. your business!" 

Good for her. But I usually re-
Lent is about sponded with 

fasting. It is also "chocolate" or 
about prayer and Deacon "ice cream" or 
acts of charity. Kevin Mastellon something. 

From the time ====== Lent is, for 
I was a kid, I me, more about 
never bought into the prayer and doing good 
fasting part of Lent be- deeds. And it isn't about 
yond what the church getting an "atta boy" for 
required. I would skip the effort. But that's 

just me. 
Bishop LaValley urged 

us to open our eyes 
and hearts to the good 
news stories that hap­
pen around us. Bishop 
adds in his Lenten let­
ter, "I encourage you to 
create or give witness to 
moments of service and 
offer them to the Lord 
in reparation for sin 
and brokenness in your 
life and in the lives sur­
rounding you." 

And keep those ac­
tions between you and 
God. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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Lent & Rantadan 
"This year, the holy month of Ramadan and the 

Lenten season (with Ash Wednesday) began to­
gether on February 18. This shared beginning is a 
grace. It invites us to slow down, to return to God, 
and to walk together in faith," says Bishop Colin 
C. Bagaforo, Bishop of Kidapawan and president of 
the Philippine Bishops' Commission for Interreli­
gious Dialogue, in a message addressed to believers 
of both communities, Christian and Muslim. Both 
communities are present in the Philippines, a coun­
try of 100 million inhabitants, with a predominant­
ly Catholic population (90%), where there is also a 
Muslim community of almost seven million people, 
concentrated mainly on the island of Mindanao, in 
the southern part of the archipelago. 

The bishop explained to Fides, illustrating his 
message: "It can be said that there is a spirit of 
tolerance between Christians and Muslims in the 
Philippines. And when episodes of conflict occur, 
sometimes marked by violence, they tend to be 
more political in nature or related to land disputes." 

The bishop did not underestimate the challenges, 
however: "Due to some cultural differences, there 
is still a narrow mentality that hinders coexistence 
in certain communities. Sometimes, Christians do 
not feel comfortable living alongside Muslims and 
vice versa. But in the last 20 years, much progress 
has been made, and both sides have tried to build a 
harmonious relationship between the two commu­
nities." In his message, the bishop emphasized that 
during Ramadan and Lent, "Muslims and Chris­
tians enter a time of prayer, fasting, repentance, 
and generosity." This encourages them to "learn to 
see each other as brothers and sisters." "Our sa­
cred texts call us to peace: 'Blessed are the peace­
makers' (Mt 5:9) and 'God invites everyone to the 
House of Peace' (Quran 10:25). In a world marked 
by violence and division, this moment calls us not 
only to pray for peace but to live it and commit our­
selves to it. Ramadan and Lent remind us that faith 
must transform our hearts and shape our actions. 
Fasting opens our eyes to suffering and increases 
our compassion. God's love is manifested in love 
of neighbor, especially the poor and the forgotten." 

Peace, the bishop reminds us, "is more than the 
absence of war; it is a just relationship: with God, 
with others, and with creation." "We were created to 
live together, not against one another. This vision 
of fraternity resonates deeply in both Ramadan 
and Lent. Peace flourishes where mutual respect is 
practiced, where dialogue replaces suspicion, and 
where solidarity becomes a way of life." 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 
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OBITUARIES 
Adams - Nathan I. Parish, 43; Notre Dame Cemetery. 
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 20, Plattsburgh - Eunice J. (Defay-
2026 at St. Cecilia's Church; burial Moira - Hervie Louis LaPage, 79; ette) LeClair, 84; Mass of Christian 
in St. Cecilia's Cemetery. Funeral Services Feb. 16, 2026 at Burial Feb.21,2026 at St.Peter's 

Flint Funeral Home. Church. 
AuSable Forks - Michael Ste-
phen Pattno, 86; Mass of Christian Mooers Forks- Sandra Lee Plattsburgh - Joan Mary (Gon-
Burial Feb. 26, 2026 at Holy Name (Lamberton) Sample,81; Mass of yea) Merrill, 75; Mass of Christian 
Church; burial in Holy Name Christian Burial Feb.14,2026 at Burial Feb.20, 2026 at St.John's 
Cemetery. St.Ann's Church; burial in parish Church. 

cemetery. 
Canton - Gerald J. teRiele,85; St. Regis Falls - Agatha M. 
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 20, Norwood - Wayne J. Green, (Goodrow) Parker,87; Funeral Ser-
2026 at St. Mary's Church; burial 72; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. vices Feb. 28, 2026 at the Hammill 
in St. Mary's Cemetery. 16, 2026 at St. Andrew's Church; Funeral Home; burial in Sand Hill 

burial in Calvary Cemetery. Cemetery. 
Lowville- Daniel PaulTeal,63; 
Funeral Services Feb. 20, 2026 at Ogdensburg - Robert A. Breen, Watertown - Ann J. (Edick) 
Sundquist Funeral Home; burial in 89; Memorial Services Feb. 26, Hazard, 95; Mass of Christian 
Wildwood Cemetery. 2026 at Notre Dame Church. Burial Feb.21,2026 at Holy 

Family Church; burial in Brookside 
Malone - Richard R. Feimann 111, Ogdensburg- Michael R. Cemetery. 
54; Funeral Services Feb. 20, 2026 Denoncourt,60; Funeral Services 
at Frary Funeral Home; burial in to be held at a later date. 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 

CHRISM MASS 
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are 
invited to join Bishop La Valley in 
the annual Renewal of Priestly 
Commitment, the Blessing of the 
Holy Oils, and the consecration of 
the Sacred Chrism for use in all 
the churches of our Diocese. 

Date: March 26 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: This ritual symboliz-

es that we are one family in Christ. 
The Chrism Mass may be viewed 
at https://www.rcdony.org/live­
mass. The Chrism Mass program 
will be available at the same link 
shortly before the Liturgy. 

HIGHWAYTO HEAVEN 
Massena - New location and save 
the date! Highway to Heaven 

Date: May 16 
Place: Sacred Heart Church 
Features: Featuring the 

Shroud ofTurin replica exhibit, 
Father Jonathan Meyer, National 
Preacher of the Eucharistic Reviv­
al, Award-winninq musician Sarah 

Kroger. The event will include Holy 
Mass, Confessions, Eucharistic 
Adoration, a Eucharistic Proces­
sion with Bishop La Valley, the 
Eucharistic Miracles exhibit, films, 
vendors and more. There will be 
time for fellowship and service. It 
will be an awesome day for the 
whole family! 

Contact: Space is limited and 
registration is required. To view 
the schedule and register, please 
visit: https://www.rcdony.org/ 
h2h For more information contact, 
Mary Beth Bracy at marybethbra­
cy@gmail.com 

DYING WITH CHRIST, 
LIVING WITH HOPE 
Plattsburgh -When we make a 
commitment to die with Christ, 
we can truly live with hope. Learn 
about NYS Assisted Suicide Legis­
lation and Canada's MAID. 

Date: May30 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Place: St. John Newman Center 
Cost: $10 donation,includes 

lunch 
Features: Discussions feature 

theologians and healthcare 

professionals giving perspectives 
on suffering, grief, dying and our 
Christian duty to care. 

Contact: Registration online 
at: https:/ /www.rcdony.org. 
livingwithhope 

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES 

CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE 
Syracuse -The Diocese of Syra­
cuse's 18th IGNITE Catholic Men's 
Conference to be held. 

Date: March 28 
Time: Registration at 8 a.m., 

event 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Place: Bishop Ludden-Grimes 

Jr./Sr. High School 
Cost: $65 by March 9, $70 after, 

$75 atthe door 
Features: The theme will be 

"Trust in His Strength''. A great 
lineup of speakers, Father Larry 
Richards and Branda n Powell. 
Bishop Lucia will start the day 
with Holy Mass. 

Contact: For more information 
go to www.ignitecatholicmen. 
org. or 
Ed Kirk: Email: lekirk3@gmail.com 
Phone Number: 315-560-9170 
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Event to include shroud replica 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

They love Our Lord dearly, but 
do not believe Him to be pres­
ent in the most Blessed Sacra­
ment. The Shroud of Turin is a 
wonderful answer. Recent inter­
views and YouTube videos have 
made the Shroud a point of in­
terest or curiosity to anyone 
with a computer! Having a life­
sized replica along with profes­
sional signage and 'explainers' 
will be a draw for even those 
with no faith background." 

However, this is much more 
than an opportunity to see an 
exhibit, added Schirmer. 

"As people are viewing the 
replica and reading the story of 
Christ's Passion, Catholics will 
be praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament, as well as hearing 
teaching from a gifted and holy 
priest (Father Jonathan Mey­
er)," she said. "The impulse of 
curiosity being upheld with the 
power of prayer and deepening 
faith . . . this is like dynamite. 
So powerful we cannot begin to 
imagine the far-reaching nature 

of this 'explosion."' 
Indeed, the power of the 

Shroud's mystery continues to 
touch the hearts of the faith­
ful and those in the scientific 
world. Dr. Gilbert Lavoie, who 
conducted his own experiments 
and research, authored the 
book "The Shroud of Jesus." He 
wrote of its impact, "God is at 
work, visually communicating 
to us through his Son's shroud 
and his Son's image - his Son's 
hour of glory: the crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension of 
his Son moving upward toward 
his Father. Yes, what you see is 
what you get. Set before us, in a 
captured moment in time, is the 
occurrence of the final dynamic 
event of the whole story of sal­
vation, our salvation." 

Deacon Tom Gaida, who co­
ordinates visitations of the 
Shroud replica, shared, "The 
exhibit was originally created 
by the Center of the Passion of 
Christ of the Holy Shroud many 
years ago, before I came to Mar­
ytown. We updated it in 2021. 

The exhibit presents the latest, 
most up-to-date scientific in­
formation available concerning 
the origin of the shroud and its 
age. Also, the life size corpus 
of Jesus on the cross is a very 
detailed, powerful, and accurate 
depiction of the wounds Christ 
suffered according to the infor­
mation revealed by the Shroud." 

Deacon Gaida said science has 
confirmed the original shroud 
is not of human origin. 

"The information contained in 
the shroud from strictly a sci­
entific point of view basically 
rules out that the image on the 
Shroud was produced by hu­
man effort," he said. "Ultimately 
this is a journey of faith. There 
will always be skeptics. But the 
exhibit presents a very convinc­
ing argument for the authentic­
ity of the Shroud of Turin and 
Christ's Resurrection." 

This isn't just about looking 
back at history; it points us to 
the Real Presence of Jesus: The 
Eucharistic Face of our Savior 
with us now. 

Back on the Highway to Heaven 
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"Along with the Shroud Ex­
hibit, there will be an encore 
presentation of the Eucharistic 
Miracles that St. Carlo Acutis 
catalogued before his death," 
Schirmer said. "How often do 
'BEFORE' and 'AFTER' pictures 
draw the same expressions of 
amazement and awe?" 

"One other thing: If we do 
have the general public coming 
out of curiosity, then faithful 
Catholics need to be ready with 
joyful answers as to the faith 
we hold so dearly," emphasized 
Schirmer. "It's never too early to 
be ready to give an accounting!" 

It's all about a personal re­
lationship with our Lord, said 
Schirmer. 

"The Shroud tells us how 
much He loved us," she said. 
"The Miracles tell us how much 
He continues to love us. The Eu­
charist is truly our Highway to 
Heaven. Let us bring as many 
as we possibly can on this jour­
ney!" 

For more information, visit 
https:/ /www.rcdony.org/h2h 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 We really wanted him also handicapped acces- "I firmly believe that now open, and early reg-
the Eucharistic Revival. 

And it features music by 
internationally famous 
Catholic musician Sarah 
Kroger." 

Bracy said the orga­
nizing committee tried 
to develop a lineup that 
would have broad appeal 
and help bring people 
grow in their love of the 
Eucharist. 

"I suggested the 
shroud exhibit because 
it is similar to the one at 
the National Eucharistic 
Congress, which faithful 
of all ages waited in line 
for hours to see," she 
said. "When I saw it there 
myself, I was so moved 
that I felt like I could 
have remained there all 
day. Many North Coun­
try faithful have become 
acquainted with the You­
Tube videos of Father 
Jonathan Meyer, a spir­
itual dynamo, and The 
Stations of the Eucha­
rist which he developed. 

to come last year but sible, has great parking God brings good peo- istration is encouraged. 
he wasn't able to come and has a park in which pie together and with "Visit www.rcdony. 
due to his busy sched- we can have a Eucharis- them does great things," org/h2h to register, for 
ule. Sarah Kroger also tic procession, weather he said. "I've seen that more information, vid­
performed at the Eucha- providing." in the first committee eos, and answers to 
ristic Congress in India- Father Stitt noted that for the first Highway to frequently asked ques­
napolis. Many locals are a dedicated group of or- Heaven event and I'm tions," Bracy said. "Space 
especially familiar with ganizers has been instru- seeing it happen all the is limited and regis­
her song 'Belovedness,' mental in making such more this time." tration is required, so 
which is sometimes used decisions and moving Registration for the please register today to 
at praise and worship the event forward. Highway to Heaven is guarantee your spot." 
adoration. Her music - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -
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