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CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

FISH FRIES
AuSable Forks - The Au Sable
Knights will be holding three fish
fries every other Friday night.

Date: March 20

Time: 4:30 p.m.t0 6:30

Place: Holy Name School/Par-
ish Center

Cost: Adults, $15; Children un-
der 12, $10; Take-outs available.

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
Malone — Knights of Columbus
Council 308 will hold their Chicken
and Biscuit Dinners.

Dates: March 25

Time: Beginning at 4 p.m.

Place: K of C Home, 41 EIm St.

Cost: $13 for drive-thru, take-
out,or dine in

Features: Proceeds benefit our
charitable donations.

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST
Altona — Holy Angles and St.Ann’s
parish to have a Palm Sunday
Breakfast.

Date: March 29

Time: 8 a.m.to Noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $15; Children 6-12,
§8;5 and under, Free

Features: Scrambled eggs, Eqg
Cups,Bacon, Sausage, FrenchToast,
Pancakes, Biscuits with Sauage
& Gravy, Golden-fried potatoes,
Home-made sweet muffins, cof-
fee, tea, juice, milk. Gift Basket Raf-
fle, Bake Sale & Lottery Tree.

FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St. Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: April 3
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol-
lowed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament.

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS
Plattsburgh — Come enjoy a re-
laxing prayer opportunity the first
Monday of the month.
Date: April 6, May 4 and June 1
Time: New time, 1:30 p.m. to
3:30,n0 more evening sessions.
Place: Newman Center

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

Features: Session includes a
praise and worship segment fol-
lowed by scripture readings, soak-
ing prayer and healing prayers.
Led by Eve McGill, Living Waters
Ministry. All are welcome.

Contact: evemcgill16@charter.
net

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

IHC GALA

Watertown Immaculate Heart
(entral invites you to join them
this year for their annual fundrais-
er (Golf Themed).

Date: March 21

Time: 6 p.m.to 10

Place: Bad Apple Social/lves
Country Club

Cost: 960 per person, includes
appetizers and band
Theme: Augusta After Dark Par-
Tee and Online Auction

Features: Online Auction will
open on March 13. Both ticket
purchases and online bidding
@n be done through the Bet-
ter World website. (immacu-
late-heart-central.betterworld.
org/auctions/2026-augusta-af-
ter-dark-silent-a)

Contact: Mary O'Brien at
(315) 788-4670 (IHC School) or
mary.o’brien@ihcschool.org ~ for
any questions.

DRIVETHRU DINNER
Lyons Falls — St. John’s Church will

have a drive-thru chicken and bis-
cuit dinner.

Date: March 24

Time: 4:30 p.m.to 6

Cost: $13

Menu: Chicken with home-
made biscuits, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable and dessert.

Contact: To reserve your din-
ner, please call 315-348-8945 or
315-348-8577 today!

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St. Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society is sponsoring a
spaghetti dinner.
Date: March 26
Time: 4p.m.to7
Place: Downstairs in St. Antho-
ny’s church in Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adult, $12; Child, $8
Features: Take-outs available,
please bring your own container.
Contact: For more information
contact the Parish Center at 315-
782-1190

DINNER
(onstableville — Corned Beef and
cabbage or Ham and potato din-
ner to support the Youth of South-
ern Lewis County.

Date: March 29

Time: 11a.m.to 3 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Hall

Cost: Adults, $15; Children un-
der 10, $7.50

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti & meat-
ball dinner.

Date: April 11

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $12; Seniors, $10;
Children 12 and under, $5; under 5,
Free; Sauce or meatballs available
for 96 per quart

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the (ar-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: April 12

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St. James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8;
Children under 10, $5; Family of
4,930

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and (offee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Watertown — Divine Mercy Sun-
day to be held.

Date: April 12

Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Patrick’s Church

Features: Be sure to start the
novena to the Divine Mercy on
Good Friday, April 3, at home, as
there will not be a church service
to begin the novena. Continue to
say the novena every day until the
feast of Divine Mercy Sunday. Join
us for the celebration April 12.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Houseville — The Feast of the Di-
vine Mercy will be celebrated.

Date: April 12

Place: St. Hedwig's

Schedule: Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament will
begin at 2 p.m. followed by the
Sacrament of Reconciliation un-
til 3 p.m. The program continues
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with a Reflection on the message
of Divine Mercy, the Divine Mercy
(Chaplet (sung), Benediction, The
Blessing of Holy Cards and Peti-
tions, and the Veneration of the
Divine Mercy Image.

Features: Celebrants Fr. Sony
G. Pulickal and Fr. John Ojuok. A
reception will follow in the church
hall. Everyone is welcome to come
and receive special graces on this
day when the “Floodgates of Mer-
cy"are opened to all.

Contact: 315-348-6260 for any
questions.

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: May 3 (Please note this
will NOT be observed on April 5)
Time: Following 11a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

ST. LAWRENCE

FISH FRY
Gouverneur — St. James School to
have a fish fry every Friday during
Lent.

Date: March 20 & 27

Time: 4:30 p.m. until gone

Cost: $15

Menu: Dinner includes fried
fish, choice of macaroni and
cheese or french fries, cole slaw,
dinner roll, beverage and your
choice of dessert. Dine in or Take
Out.

Contact: Local deliveries avail-
able 315-287-0130

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devotions
for First Saturday.

Date: April 4

Time:8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
denshurg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY

Massena - Sacred Heart Church to

have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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‘House of David,’” “The Chosen’ win awards

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
EWTN News

“The Chosen” and “House of
David” were among the many
winners at the 33rd annu-
al Movieguide Awards, which
aired March 5.

The annual Movieguide
Awards celebrates TV shows
and movies that, according to
its website, “reflect Christian
values, biblical truth, and mes-
sages of redemption, hope, and
faith” and “stories that uplift
families, strengthen believ-
ers, and point hearts toward
Christ.”

“House of David” and the star
of the show, Michael Iskander,
took two awards home. The
new hit series won the Faith
and Freedom Award for Televi-
sion — which honors programs
that “celebrate independence,
faith in midst of oppression, in-
dividual dignity, and freedom”
— for its Season 2 episode ti-
tled “The Truth Revealed.”

Jon Erwin, creator, writer, and
producer of the series, said in
his acceptance speech that be-
ing at the awards show remind-
ed him of Psalm 34: “Magnify
the Lord with me, and let us ex-
alt his name together.”

“This really does feel like
something that we’re all doing
together and have been doing
it for a long time,” he said to
the faith-based creators in at-
tendance. “I do feel like there’s
something in the air in L.A.”

He explained that the show
uses an old sound stage in Cul-
ver City, California, that was
first used for Cecil B. DeMille’s
— the filmmaker best known
for “The Ten Commandments”
— 1927 movie “King of Kings.”

“So, I feel like there’s a bit of
a reclaiming of ground going
on in our industry and I think
we're back in a big way,” Erwin
said.

Iskander, who portrays King
David in the series, won the
Grace Award for Television for

an actor, which is given to an
actor whose performance is ex-
ceptional and “best contribute
to the world’s understanding
of God’s love.”

In his acceptance speech,
Iskander thanked his fami-
ly, especially his mother, “for
sticking by my side ... but most
importantly I want to thank
God, who’s been my anchor
and my sail and my light in
the darkness. He’s been every-
thing to me and I owe it all to
him. He’s brought me out of so
much and wherever he takes
me, I want to go.”

He added: “T've been thinking
a lot about why David is being
highlighted so much in today’s
culture. David is a guide for us
and he shows us that no mat-
ter how far away we may stray
from Christ, he is going around
and looking for us and he’s call-
ing us by name and all we have
to do is just say ‘yes.” All we
have to do is just listen to his
voice and say, ‘Yes Lord, I will

follow you.” So, I want you to
know that God doesn’t see how
weak or small you may look or
how grand or strong you may
look; he sees into your heart.”

“The Chosen: Last Supper —
Part 2” was awarded the Epiph-
any Award for Inspiring Mov-
ies, which recognizes a movie
that is “both inspirational and
redemptive and can lead us to
a closer and personal relation-
ship with a kind, loving, and
forgiving God.” Despite being
a TV show, “The Chosen: Last
Supper — Part 2” was released
in theaters as a cinematic event.

Other winners included “Light
of the World,” which won for
Best Movie for Children; “BAU:
Artist at War,” which tells the
true story of an artist who sur-
vives a World War II concentra-
tion camp, won the Faith and
Freedom Award for Movies;
and “Sarah’s Oil” took home
the award for Best Movie for
Mature Audiences, among sev-
eral others.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

tion.

Date: April 4

Time: 3:15p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati-
ma. Confessions will be available.
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MENS GROUP
Massena — Men’s group to meet
the first Saturday of every month.
Date: April 4
Time: 9 a.m. Mass with meet-
ing to follow
Place: Sacred Heart Church

DIOCESAN EVENTS

IHCMYSTERY PLAYERS
The IHC Mystery Players will pres-
ent the Way of the Cross around
the Diocese and beyond.

Lent 2026 Prayer Schedule:
March 20,7:30 p.m.at Holy Family,
Little Falls; March 22, 7:30 p.m. at
St. Cecilia’s, Adams; March 27,7:30
p.m. at Pope John XXIII, Liverpool;
March 29, 7:30 p.m. at St. James,
(arthage; April 2, 8 p.m. at HC,

Watertown; April 3,7:30 p.m. at St.
Patrick’s, Watertown

Contact: For mor information
go to https://www.ihcschool.org/
mystery-players

(LM WORKSHOP
Peru — Marika Donders will pres-
ent a free hospitality workshop.

Date: April 11

Time: 9:30a.m.to 1p.m.

Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
(enter

Theme: Hospitality: More than
(offee and Donuts

Features: A workshop for
anyone and everyone who wants
to create a more hospitable and
inviting environment where ALL
can encounter the love of Christ in
Word and Sacrament, in Commu-
nity, and in each other.

Contact: RSVP by April 1 at
www.rcdony.org/clm-event

SURVIVING DIVORCE

(anton - The Family Life Office will
be offering the Surviving Divorce
program again starting in late

February.

Time: Meeting dates and times
will be determined by the needs of
the participants.

Cost: The program is free but
we happily accept $25 donations
to offset the cost of materials.

Features: Surviving Divorce
features twelve video presenta-
tions that cover topics such as
shock and grief, anger and for-
giveness, money issues, dealing
with children and a former spouse,
and annulment and remarriage.
This program is for the newly
separated and divorced and those
still struggling with issues many
years later. It will help them find
answers to their questions, restore
their hope, and begin authentic
healing.

Contact: To register, go to
https://www.rcdony.org/sur-
vivingdivorce. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Tartaglia at
315-393-2920.

DAY OF REFLECTION
Norfolk - All Catechists, Catechet-

ical Leaders, Commissioned Lay
Ministers, Youth Leaders and Can-
didates in Formation for Ministry
are invited to a Day of Reflection.

Date: March 21

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mass will be at 9 a.m.

Place: Norfolk Parish Center

Cost: $15 includes lunch (soup
and sandwich)

Features: Presented by Sr. Jan-
et Schaeffler, OP. The theme will be
“In Step with Christ: Embracing
Discipleship and Accompaniment”.

Contact: Register by March 12
at rcdony.org/dayofreflection

CHRISM MASS
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are
invited to join Bishop LaValley in
the annual Renewal of Priestly
Commitment, the Blessing of the
Holy Qils, and the consecration of
the Sacred Chrism for use in all the
churches of our Diocese.

Date: March 26

Time: 11a.m.

Place: St. Mary’s (athedral

Features: This ritual symboliz-
es that we are one family in Christ.
The Chrism Mass may be viewed
at  https://www.rcdony.org/live-
mass. The Chrism Mass program
will be available at the same link
shortly before the Liturgy.

PUBLISHERS DAY
Plattsburgh/Brownville — All Cat-
echetical Leaders and (atechists
are invited to Publishers’ Day. At-
tend in person or virtually.

Date: April 25

Time:9:30a.m.to 2 p.m.

Contact: For more information
Asoltero@rcdony.org for details.
To register go to www.rcdony.org/
publisherday
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Today we celebrate
the fifth Sunday of Lent.
It’s hard to believe that
five weeks have gone
by since we received
ashes on our
foreheads. If you
have been faith-
ful in your Lent-
en observance,
perhaps Lent is
passing too slow-
ly. If you have
not been faithful
in your Lenten

observance, well, o ponert
time is running y x.con

out.

Today’s Gospel
reminds us about death,
a topic that may make
us uneasy. In civil soci-
ety, at this time of the
year, we are reminded
about taxes - a topic that
can also make us very
uneasy. So, we come to
church faced with death
and taxes.

For some of you, tax
time can bring joy be-
cause a refund is on its
way, sometimes two re-

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Death or eternal life

funds: federal and state.
For others, paying more
is on the horizon. Like-
wise, some of us look at
death, not perhaps with
joy, but at least
as a moment of
faith, but then
others see death
as so very final,
so destructive,
N so dreaded.

Well, frankly I
cannot help you
with the tax is-
sue, but perhaps
a few words
about death as
seen in today’s
Gospel might give us
some reassurance.

As starters, listen
again to some of the
phrases found in to-
day’s Scripture passag-
es:

Ezechiel: “I will put
my spirit in you that
you may live.”

Paul: “If the Spirit
of the one who raised
Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, the one

Fifth Sunday of Lent

READINGS
Ezekiel 37:12-14
Romans 8:8-11
John 11:1-45

who raised Christ from
the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also,
through his Spirit dwell-
ing in you.”

Jesus: “I am the res-
urrection and the life;
everyone who lives and
believes in me will never
die.”

All three passages
speak eloquently about
death not as the end,
but death as a stepping
stone.

The Gospel poses a
definite conundrum. Je-
sus hears about Lazarus’
imminent death, but he
waits a few days before
going to the family. We
immediately ask “Why.”
Frankly, we do not

know. We can speculate
all we want, and theolo-
gians have done that for
centuries.  Ultimately,
every possible answer
proves to be unsatisfac-

tory.
But isn’t that the same
question that occurs

whenever there is a
death, even often when
the death is expected?
Why did she have to
die? Why did he have to
die now? What kind of
God would permit death
to such an innocent per-
son? Why does God do
those things?

Those “whys” cannot
and probably should not
be answered. We never
know the why, and even
if we did, we might not
like the answer.

When confronted by
Martha, Jesus does not
hesitate to speak those
famous words: “I am
the resurrection and the
life; whoever believes in
me, even if he dies, will
live and everyone who
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lives and believes in me
will never die.”

Then, so to speak, to
prove his statement, he
raises Lazarus from the
dead. Lazarus was given
a new lease on life. Did
Lazarus eventually die?
Of course, he did. But,
that’s not the issue.

The true issue is who
is Jesus and what does
he promise? The Gospel
clearly portrays Jesus
as a man (he wept, he
cared, he listened), and
Jesus is God because he
can command life itself.

Jesus cannot do any-
thing about the inevi-
tability and reality of
taxes, but he can work
marvels with the inev-
itability and reality of
death. For the believer,
life on earth is terminal,
but death is a stepping
stone to eternal life.

The stark, ultimate
question is simple: do
you want death or do
you want eternal life as
promised by Jesus?

This time of year is
good for maple syrup
producers. Not so good
for the winter outdoor
enthusiasts.

I heard a gaggle of
geese flying north on
two separate occa-
sions this week. On
warmer days recent-
ly, plants started to
break through the dirt
to show off their new
growth.

Birds are wonderful-
ly noisy. Young squir-
rels are prancing about
looking for whatever it
is squirrels are search-
ing for.

In sports, the hock-
ey and basketball sea-
sons are nearing play-

CALLED TO SERVE

Bring on spring

off time. Major League
Baseball players are
preparing for the regu-
lar season start around
April 1. Some of the di-
amond stars represent
their home countries in
the world baseball clas-
sic.

The temperature was
mild enough one day
and the snowbanks
melted sufficiently,
that I was able to in-
spect our property. I
resolved to clean things
up, rake, pick up twigs,
maybe make some re-

pairs. Soon.

It definitely feels like
spring.

But as we know,

March and even April

can be fickle. It might
be sunny and warm one
day; cloudy, rainy, dare
I say snowy, and down-
right chilly the next.

We expect that.
We don’t get too
excited about
spring arriv-
ing soon. It will
come, we know,
but we can wait.

Lent is perfect-
ly situated for
us as we wait for
the glory of Eas-
ter.

For those of us
in the northern
hemisphere, Lent coin-
cides with late winter
and the spring we an-
ticipate.

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

We have been through
another winter and as
it ended, liturgically,
we found the first of
the two Ordinary sea-
sons of the year.
During these
weeks between
the  Christmas
season and Lent,
we have taken a
whirlwind  trip
through Jesus’
birth, presenta-
tion in the Tem-
ple, his early life,

childhood and
early  ministry
days.

Now we prepare for
his final days and ul-
timately his resurrec-
tion from death. Eas-

ter could be called our
spring. It prepares us
for the eternal summer
with God. An eternity
we have been promised
for our obedience to
the Word.

We are thankful for
the change of seasons
and the clean-up that
awaits our yards.

We are thankful for
the promise of eternity
and this time to clean
up our lives.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the director
of Permanent
Deacons for the Diocese
of Ogdensburg.
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The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdenshurg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296

info@rcdony.org

Deaf ministry
in Ghana

“The Kingdom of Ashanti is one of the most pow-
erful and influential pre-colonial states in West Afri-
ca, whose capital is Kumasi,” reports Father K. René
D. Yao, of the Society for African Missions (SMA).
Since its founding in 1856, the SMA has established
missions in different parts of Africa, including the
Kingdom of Ashanti in Ghana.

“The contribution of the SMA among this ancient
population can be seen in their work of evangeli-
zation and education,” adds the missionary. “The
SMA fathers have worked in the region to improve
people’s living conditions and spread the message
of Christianity. They set up schools and health ser-
vices.”

Among the most salient results Father Yao points
out the establishment of the St. Hubert seminary
in Kumasi, founded in 1948 to train African candi-
dates for the priesthood.

“As for me,” concludes Father Yao, “I am currently
serving in Accra in a project for the deaf, St. Martin
Deaf Ministry, but I hope to extend my mission to
other regions of Ghana, including the Ashanti King-
dom... At first, I did not have an office. I sat under
a tree near the church. Later, parishioners pointed
out that I could not work under a tree and helped
me set up a small office.”

Today, Father René works with a small group of
deaf and hard-of-hearing people.

In a statement sent to Fides, the missionary ex-
plains how, thanks to small donations and the gen-
erosity of parishioners, he can maintain the various
activities of the St. Martin Deaf Ministry he founded.
Inclusion is at the heart of pastoral care. In addition
to spiritual matters, the parish is committed to so-
cial encounters, creative and educational projects,
and sign language courses to ensure sustainability.

Every Sunday morning, Father René celebrates
Holy Mass in sign language so that deaf parishio-
ners can fully participate in the Eucharist.

“I do not want separate Masses for the deaf. They
already experience enough exclusion,” he said. “If
we celebrate a Mass just for them, we separate them
even further from the hearing community. We must
pray together, as one body in Christ.”

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies.

OBITUARIES

Altona — Mary Jane (Lovejoy)
Sorrell, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
in spring at Holy Angels Church.

AuSable Forks - Amy Jane
(Bombard) Votraw, 98; Mass of
Christian Burial March 21, 2026 at
Holy Name Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Brasher Falls — EllaJane (La-
Comb) Burnett, 81; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial March 11, 2026 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Pat-
rick's Cemetery.

Brushton — Mary E. (Roshia) Sny-
der, 79; Funeral Services March 6,
2027 at Flint Funeral Home.

Burke - Joyce (Marlow) South-
worth, 88; Memorial services May
30, 2026 at Chateaugay Funeral
Home; burial in St. George’s (em-
etery.

Canton - (arol A. 0'Horo, 74; Fu-
neral Services March 12, 2026 at
0’Leary Funeral Home.

Heuvelton — Robert Hynes, 80;
Funeral Services March 11,2026 at
Fox & Murray Funeral Home; burial
in Hillcrest Cemetery.

Keeseville — Margaret (Henry)
Karkoski, 90; Mass of Christian
Burial March 14, 2026 at Immac-
ulate Conception Church; burial in
parish cemetery

Lake Placid - John Dustin
“Dusty” Smith, 102; Funeral Ser-
vices March 10, 2026 at M.B. Clark
Funeral Home; burial in Norton
(emetery, Keene.

Lowville — Bernard Daley, 80;
Mass of Christian Burial March 14,
2026 at St. Peter’s Church.

Malone - Donald E. Warner, 82;
Funeral Services March 7, 2026 at
Frary Funeral Home; burial in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, Lake Titus.

Ogdensburg — Joan M. (0'Mar-
ah) Mills, 89; Funeral Services
March 20, 2026 at Oswegatchie

Mausoleum.

Old Forge - Lorraine Wanda
(Nalwak) Mitchell, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial March 14, 2026 at
St.Bartholomew’s Church.

Peru — Mary Ann Theresa (Mc-
Guire) Flora, 89; Mass of Christian
Burial April 25,2026 at St. Augus-
tine’s Church; burial in parish cem-
etery.

Burial March 14,2026 at St. Peter's
Church; burial in St. Peter’s Ceme-
tery.

Plattsburgh - Clarissa D. (Rush-
ford) Stone, 92; Mass of Christian
Burial March 13,2026 at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in St. Peter’s Ceme-
tery.

Tupper Lake — Robert J. Christy,
84; Mass of Christian Burial March

9,2026 at St. Alphonsus Church.
Plattsburgh - Elaine (Anctil) Fa-
vreau, 77; Private services. Watertown - Isabelle (Ellison)
Murphy, 99; Mass of Christian
Burial May 23,2026 at Holy Family

Church.

Plattsburgh - Gloria (Barnaby)
Guimond, 86; Mass of Christian

1”"MONASTERY CARD SHOP<j
Cards for All Occasions
Mass Enrollments for your living e deceased loved ones.

Precious Blood Monastery

OPLEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM

400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN
§ 315-788-1669 ‘Z
&; www.sisterspreciousblood.org 09

~i.

SAINT ANNE'S SHRINE

! ]-!m Center of Life, Light and Love
Hospitality Manager Job Opening
Saint Anne’ Shrine, a Gatholic spiritual retreat center and historic attraction situated on thirty-two

pristine park-like acres on the shores of Lake Champlain in Isle La Motte, VT seeks a Hospitality
Manger to oversee all aspects of the guest experience for all whovisit with us.

Establishedin 1893 and conducted by the Sodiety of Saint Edmund since 1904, the mission of Saint
Annes Shrineis to“serve as a welcoming place of peace and hope ministering to all God's people
through prayer, devotion, hospitality, and spiritual renewal’

The Shrine provides theideal setting for people of all ages togrow in theirfaith through pilgrimages,
various retreats, and days of reflection.

The Hospitality Manager will lead a group of four to six employees, varying by time of year and
schedule. The primary focus of the position will be understanding and meeting the needs of our
quests focusing on food service, space, cabin and resoutce set-up and readiness, induding
housekeeping and special events, and oversight of our gift shop, and welcome center.

We seek an enthusiastic, energetic, and engaging person who enjoys tending to the details and
providing a meaningful experience for all who visit our beautiful Shrine. A high school diploma is
required, with a college degree preferred, with a focus in a hospitality related field a plus.
Cusktiomer/dient/gustcareecperien(eisrequired, asisexperienceleading othersin asimilar role or
fie

This position is full-time, year-round and some evening and weekend work is required. A
competitive salary and generous benefits package supplement the beautiful suroundings and
meaningful work.

Please send your resume and letter of interest to: Joe Gallagher, Shrine Administrator, via email:
jgallagher@saintannesshrine.org.

Applications will be accepted until a Hospitality Manageris selected.
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‘A true spiritual father’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
ing/teaching. He’'d give a
beautiful message, but it
would also be a teaching
moment.”

Father Seymour said
Father Crosby was a good
friend despite his re-
served nature.

“He tended to be a little
shy with those he didn’t
know,” added Father Sey-

mour. “Once he Kknew
you, though, he was the
life of the party. He had
a sense of humor that
could knock you over! He
would keep us laughing
all the time, but you had
to get him to that mo-
ment.

“Even if you didn’t see
him or hear from him for
weeks or months, when
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you reconnected with
(Father Crosby), you just
picked up where you left
off. He loved to reminisce
about the days in semi-
nary and all the trips we
went on. He didn't like
crowds, though. It just
wasn’t him. He came to
my 25th anniversary cele-
bration, but he came only
to the Mass. He skipped
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the reception. That just
wasn’t him. But he nev-
er lost touch. He was a
good friend. No matter
when you needed him, he
would always be there.”

Father Crosby was
known for his love of the
Blessed Mother.

“He referred to the
Blessed Mother as ‘mama
Mary,” Father Seymour
said. “He would remind
us that mom will never
leave you alone, and mom
will never let you down.
Her son, Jesus, gave her
to us.”

“If someone on this
earth had a devotion to
The Blessed Virgin Mary,
it was Father Ted,” Gag-
non agreed. “He always
would join our prayers
to Hers, and before every
Mass, you could count on
him taking a gaze at the
statue of Our Lady. He
would frequently ask us
to pray a rosary every day
and to strengthen our
devotion to Jesus’ Bless-
ed Mother. He has said
the quote many times ‘It
is through Mary that Je-
sus came to us, and it is
through Mary we are led
to Jesus, Mary always
leads us to her son.”

While his love of Mary
was always evident, he
had a couple other loves,
Father Seymour noted.

“If you walked into his
house, you could gener-
ally know three things he
was passionate about,”
the priest said. “One was
clearly the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. She was every-
where - statues, rosaries,
pictures. He just loved
her. His second passion
was the Civil War and
that era. He had lots of
representations of Mary,
but he also had a larg-
er-than-life portrait of
Abraham Lincoln. When
he went on vacations, he
often spent them on the
battlefields in Pennsyl-
vania and elsewhere. His
third love was the music
of Hank Williams - senior
not junior. That was his
taste.

MARCH 18, 2026

“He also had a great
love of animals, especial-
ly his dog, Molly.”

Father Crosby was also
known for his care for
the dead.

“Father Ted also was
an advocate for the poor
souls in purgatory,” Gag-
non said. “He truly had a
grasp on the importance
of prayers for them and
would frequently give
penances asking to pray
Hail Marys for their poor
souls.”

Gagnon said the be-
loved priest encouraged
the faithful to embrace
signs of their faith.

“Father Ted on nu-
merous occasions told
his congregation, ‘Every
Catholic home should
have a crucifix in it, even
every room if you can.
It reminds us what God
has done for us, because

He loves us,”” Gagnon re-
called.
Father Seymour said

his friend and classmate
loved being a priest.

“(Father Crosby) loved
his ministry. He loved
Church work,” Father
Seymour said. “He loved
offering the gift of God’s
forgiveness and mercy
and helping people find
new hope in their lives.”

Gagnon indicated he
had found such hope.

“Although we mourn
the passing of Father Ted
who touched our hearts,
we should have hope and
confidence he is with
the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, whom he
faithfully served with his
life, and with the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary whom he
loved so much,” he said.

Father Seymour said Fa-
ther Crosby’s impact will
carry on long after the
priest’s passing.

“In his own quiet way,
he touched a lot of lives,”
Father Seymour said.
“People loved him be-
cause he was genuine
and authentic, and his
preaching touched their
hearts and lives in pro-
found ways.”





