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Working to end
child marriages

The Society of the Divine Word (SVD) missionar-
ies are committed to walking alongside tribal peo-
ple and tackling child marriage in the Indian state
of Maharashtra, in central-western India.

As Father John Singarayar, SVD, explains, the
“Janseva Society” recently concluded a month-long
door-to-door awareness campaign that reached
deep into areas where government services rarely
penetrate, and ancient customs often trump legal
provisions.

The numbers are sobering. A recent study across
20 Katkari settlements found 111 boys and 81 girls
married before the legal age among just 258 house-
holds... “By 12 or 13, most children have aban-
doned education entirely. That is when the real vul-
nerability begins,” Father Singaryar explains.

What sets the SVD mission’s approach apart is its
commitment to accompaniment rather than judge-
ment. Rooted in the Gospel vision of justice and
compassion, the work seeks to make Christ present
among the marginalized through genuine solidarity
and systemic change.

“We do not come as outsiders telling people what
to do,” said Manisha Kapare, who is a Katkari herself
and a campaign coordinator with Janseva Society.
“We sit with families, listen to their struggles and
help them see connections between early marriage
and the suffering they already know - girls dying in
childbirth, babies who do not survive, young cou-
ples trapped in impossible poverty.”

“This is JPIC work in action,” Father John Singa-
rayar observes. “Justice means confronting struc-
tures that crush human dignity. Peace means creat-
ing conditions where families do not have to choose
between survival and their children’s welfare. And
the integrity of creation includes protecting child-
hood itself as sacred.”

The month-long campaign covered 18 hamlets,
reaching over 100 families. Volunteers engaged el-
ders, spoke separately with young people and ad-
dressed mothers who often hold quiet influence
over family decisions. They explained that legal
marriage ages are not arbitrary bureaucracy but
safeguards built on medical evidence and human
welfare.

The response exceeded expectations. Several vil-
lage elders pledged to discourage child marriages
within their communities. Three families postponed
weddings they had been planning. Young girls who
had never been asked about their own futures be-
gan voicing hopes to continue studying.

Article from FIDES missionary news service
of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

OBITUARIES

AuSable Forks — Paul J. Benway,
88; Mass of Christian Burial March
19, 2026 at Holy Name Church;
burial in Holy Name Cemetery.

Canton - (atherine (Denesha)
Peggs, 102; Mass of Christian Buri-
al March 16, 2026 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery.

Cape Vincent - Loretta Yvonne
Johnson Martin, 90; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial March 21.

Carthage - Joseph Frederick
Brady, 90; Mass of Christian Buri-
al March 19, 2026 at St. James
Church; burial in St. James Ceme-
tery.

Chateaugay - Dale Patterson, 82;
Mass of Christian Burial March 27,
2026 at St. Patrick’s Church; burial
in North Burke Cemetery.

Dannemora - Richard David
Harrica, 80; Mass of Christian
Burial May 8, 2026 at St. Joseph's
Church.

Dannemora — Emily Rose (Mc-
Grath) Medeiros, 95; Mass of
Christian Burial March 20, 2026 at
St. Joseph’s Church; burial in Inde-
pendence Cemetery.

Evans Mills - Marie (Gall)
Chisholm, 89; Memorial Mass April
19,2026 at St.Mary’s Church; buri-
alin St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Hogansburg - Delia T. (Lazore)
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Terrance, 58; Mass of Christian
Burial March 18, 2026 at St. Re-
gis Church; burial in St. Lawrence
(emetery.

Lake Placid — Sanni Ann (Ha-
selton) Curtis, 84; Mass of Christian
Burial March 21,2026 at St. Agnes
Church.

Malone — Marian Murtagh Leone,
92; Memorial Mass June 12, 2026
at Notre Dame Church.

Massena — Gwen C. (Sheldon)
Charter, 89; Private Services.

Morrisonville — James W. Pro-
vost, 68; Mass of Christian Burial
March 24, 2026 at St. Alexander’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

North Bangor — Anna (Barney)
Avery, 73; Mass of Christian Burial
March 28, 2026 at St. Augustine’s
Church.

North Bangor — David Philip
Pickering, 70; Mass of Christian
Burial March 21, 2026 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church; burial in St. Au-
gustine’s Cemetery.

Old Forge — VincentdePaul T.
Dolan, Jr. 86; Mass of Christian
Burial March 20, 2026 at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Church; burial in Riv-
erview Cemetery.

Old Forge — John Desmond Na-
hor, Sr., 100; Mass of Christian
Burial March 21, 2026 at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Church; burial in Riv-
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erview Cemetery.

Plattsburgh — John S. Mooney,
78; Funeral Services March 17,
2026 at Brown’s Funeral Home.

Port Henry — Phillip Charles
“Skip” Sleeper Jr, 67; Mass of
Christian Burial March 18, 2026 at
St. Patrick’s Church.

Rossie - Angela L. (Besaw) Walsh,
56; Memorial Mass March 26,2026
at St.Patrick’s Church; burial Maple
Grove Cemetery, Richville.

Saranac Lake — Marie T. (Dash-
naw) Graham, 93; Funeral Services
March 16, 2026 at Fortune-Ke-
ough Funeral Home.

Saranac Lake — Carolyn (Bom-
bard) McCormick, 84; Mass of
Christian Burial April 8, 2026 at
St. Bernard's Church; burial in St.
Paul’s Cemetery, Bloomingdale.

Watertown — Anne Marie (Bur-
gess) Nicol, 95; Funeral Services
March 20, 2026 at Cummings Fu-
neral Home; burial in Glenwood
(emetery.

Watertown - Eric Thomas
Swartz, 59; Mass of Christian Buri-
al March 19, 2026 at Holy Family
Church.

Winthrop - Jerry W. Pelkey, 73;
Funeral Services March 20, 2026 at
Hammill Funeral Home.
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Augustinian Academy marks
(atholic Schools Week

Sister Suanne Johnson, SSJ
Principal, Augustinian Academy

Augustinian Academy in Car-
thage recently celebrated Cath-
olic Schools Week with a theme
of “Faith, Knowledge, Service.”
Principal Sister Suanne John-
son, a Sister of St. Joseph, of-
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fered the following reflections:

“Catholic Schools Week is a
week where our community of
teachers, students and parents
come together to celebrate all
that makes Augustinian Acad-
emy unique amongst schools.

We celebrate together in a
fun way and it is always a week
that our students look forward
to.

We celebrate our Faith - the

knowledge that our Creator
God loves us to the point of
sending his only Son to save
us and help us to live our best
lives so that we can be with
him in Heaven forever!

It is also a time of Service for
us. Our students learn that ser-
vice is about seeing God in the
faces of our friends and fami-
ly. And it’'s about being Jesus’
hands and feet here on earth
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Knoweldge, Service’

as we try to help them whenev-
er we can.

Projects such as canned food
drives, working at the Lenten
Luncheon or praying for the
sick and needy at Mass bring

the corporal and spiritual
works to life.

It also teaches our children
from an early age to always try
to put others ahead of them-

selves.”

THE TOWER OF FAITH

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Watertown, sixth through eighth grade Religious Educa-
tion class recently reviewed class vocabulary words related to people and things that
influence the growth of their faith as Christians by writing each on a wooden block

to build a tower. Students induded words such as faith, baptism, parents, teachers,
priests, nuns and many more on their 48 blocks. The bottom blocks were reserved for
their foundation like, baptism and parents. All other blocks with words they chose and
added one by one until their tower was completed leaving the last few for confir-

mation and examples of how they would continue their growth as Christians. The
students, led by catechist Jay St. Croix, then examined some of the blocks and removed
individual ones for personal growth such as a teacher, relative or friend. The towers re-
mained solid. Students then removed the word faith which they all had and discussed
all the other blocks that relate to faith. One by one faith related blocks were removed,
and soon the towers collapsed. The students realized how important faith is and how
one’s life teeters without it.





