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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Christ on the cross 
Lent is a journey from Jesus' entry into Je-

where we are to where rusalem points to the 
we want to be. Hope- entirety of his teach­
fully, your journey has ings. He will prove the 
some milestones that value of his love for us 
measure your by dying on the 
progress. If not, cross for human-
there is still ity. The story of 
some time. that love will be 

Palm Sunday proclaimed in 
of the Passion of the reading of 
the Lord, or sim- Passion accord-
ply put Palm Sun- ing to Matthew. 
day, begins Holy That reading 
Week, the most speaks for itself. 
beautiful w;ek in Msgr. Robert The moments of 
the Churc~ s cal- H.Aucoin silence after the 
endar. This Sun- ===== death of Christ 
day's Scripture provide us with 
readings capture the the opportunity to re­
theme of the day as well fleet deeply on the re­
as the whole week. At ality of Christ's love for 
the blessing of palms, us. 
the Gospel of Matthew Remember that love is 
will describe the entry willing the good of the 
of Jesus into Jerusalem, other. Does our love of 
an entry worthy of a Christ and love of other 
king, but for the hum- reciprocate in some way 
ble Jesus who rode on a what Christ has done 
donkey. for us? Paul says it best 

March 29 

Palm Sunday 

READINGS 
Matthew 21 :1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 

in the second reading 
from his letter to the 
Philippians: "he emp­
tied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, coming 
in human likeness; and 
found human in appear­
ance, he humbled him­
self, becoming obedient 
to the point of death, 
even death on a cross." 

On that cross we see 
not simply a violent 
display, but rather our 
own weaknesses. What 
brought Jesus to the 
cross? Stupidity, anger, 
mistrust, institutional 
injustice, betrayal of a 
friend, denial, unspeak-

CALLED TO SERVE 

able cruelty, scapegoat­
ing, fear, etc. In other 
words, our entire dys­
function is revealed on 
that cross. 

The spiritual mas­
ters know that the only 
way up is down. When 
we live in self-imposed 
darkness, unaware of 
our sins, we will never 
make spiritual prog­
ress, nor can we fully 
appreciate what Christ 
has done for us. So, we 
need the light, however 
painful it is. With the 
light of Christ, we can 
overcome and begin to 
rise. 

On the cross of Jesus, 
we meet our own sin. 
Fortunately, we also 
meet the divine mercy 
that has taken that sin 
upon himself in order to 
swallow it up. We have 
found, in that cross, the 
way up. We want to hold 
up this thing that was 

It's quiz time! 
Every once in a while, 

I ask the candidates for 
ordination as deacon 
to name the bishops of 
the Catholic diocese in 
New York State. It is a 
quiz I force the guys to 
take. 

For this column, you 
can look them up, but I 
usually do not give the 
men that option. 

I do not expect them 
to match bishop with 
diocese the first time, 
unless they are skilled, 
or lucky. There are eight 
Latin Rite bishops in 
NYS, 2 72 in the United 
States, and about 5,000 
in the world. That's a 
lot to remember. New 
York hierarchy of the 
church is a good start. 

A couple are easy. I 
expect we all know that 
Terry R. Lavalley is 

Bishop of Ogdensburg. 
Bishop LaValley was in­
stalled April 30, 2010, 
and now holds the dis­
tinction of being the se­
nior serving bishop in 
New York State. 

Most know that Doug­
las Lucia is Bishop of 
Syracuse. Lucia was 
named bishop while he 
was a priest of the dio­
cese of Ogdensburg. He 
was installed in August 
2019. 

The others might be a 
challenge for all of us. 
I would not expect you 
can name the current 
Bishop of Rochester. 
John Bonnici was only 
installed on March 19, 
2026. He was previous­
ly an Auxiliary Bishop 
in the Archdiocese of 
New York. 

You may not know 

the name of Cardinal York State. The bishops 
Dolan's successor as are Gregory Mansour 
chief shepherd of the and Philipos Mar Steph­
archdiocese. Pope Leo anos Thottathil, respec­
XIV named Ronald tively. 
Hicks to the position. The metropolitan re­
Hicks is the archbishop ports to the Pope, to the 
of New York and ,---=----, Vatican and oth-
M et r op o lit an er authorities as 
Bishop. In that a representative 
latter job, metro- of the bishops in 
politan bishop, his province, 
Hicks oversees Albany, Brook-
the ecclesiastical lyn, Buffalo, and 
province of New Rockville Cen-
York State which ter are the 0th-
includes multi- er four Catholic 
ple dioceses and Deacon dioceses in New 
two eparchies. Kevin Mastellon York State. 

I give the guys Bishop Mark 
extra credit if O'Connell was 
they can name the bish- installed in Albany in 
ops of the Eastern Rite December 2025, Bish­
Eparchy of St. Maron op Robert Brennan in 
and the Eparchy of Sy- Brooklyn December 
ro-Malankara. Those 2019, Bishop Michael 
eparchies are in New Fisher in Buffalo Jan-
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considered too horrible 
to look at. 

So, rather than focus­
ing on the pettiness in 
our own lives, rather 
than focusing on our 
sins or the sins of oth­
ers, focus on the cross 
of Christ. Just as even­
tually Christ rose from 
the dead, we, too, can 
rise from our weakness­
es and sins through the 
power of the cross. Pray 
to move out of the "con­
venient darkness" and 
shed the light of Christ 
on your own life and the 
lives of others. 

At some point during 
Holy Week, in church 
you may sing the hymn 
"Lift High the Cross." 
Let the tune and the lyr­
ics fill your hearts with 
the reality of Christ's 
love for each and ev­
ery one of us. For every 
cross there is a resur­
rection! 

uary 2021, and Bishop 
John Barres January 
2017 in Rockville Cen­
ter. 

A bishop carries on 
the tradition of the 
apostles. He has the 
fullness of the sacra­
ment of Holy Order, 
is assisted by priests 
and deacons in his role 
as teacher of Catholic 
doctrine, is responsi­
ble for the souls in his 
care, and oversees the 
finances of his diocese. 

How'd you do? It's 
OK. I had to look up a 
couple too. 

Deacon Kevin Mastel­
/on ministers in Water­
town. He is the Director 
of Permanent Deacons 
for the Diocese of Og­
densburg. 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920;fax 1-866-314-7296 
info@rcdo ny.org 

Working to end 
child marriages 
The Society of the Divine Word (SVD) missionar­

ies are committed to walking alongside tribal peo­
ple and tackling child marriage in the Indian state 
of Maharashtra, in central-western India. 

As Father John Singarayar, SVD, explains, the 
"Janseva Society" recently concluded a month-long 
door-to-door awareness campaign that reached 
deep into areas where government services rarely 
penetrate, and ancient customs often trump legal 
provisions. 

The numbers are sobering. A recent study across 
20 Katkari settlements found 111 boys and 81 girls 
married before the legal age among just 258 house­
holds ... "By 12 or 13, most children have aban­
doned education entirely. That is when the real vul­
nerability begins," Father Singaryar explains. 

What sets the SVD mission's approach apart is its 
commitment to accompaniment rather than judge­
ment. Rooted in the Gospel vision of justice and 
compassion, the work seeks to make Christ present 
among the marginalized through genuine solidarity 
and systemic change. 

"We do not come as outsiders telling people what 
to do," said Manisha Kapare, who is a Katkari herself 
and a campaign coordinator with Janseva Society. 
"We sit with families, listen to their struggles and 
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OBITUARIES 
AuSable Forks - Paul J. Benway, 
88; Mass of Christian Burial March 
19, 2026 at Holy Name Church; 
burial in Holy Name Cemetery. 

Canton - Catherine (Denesha) 
Peggs, 102; Mass of Christian Buri­
al March 16, 2026 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in St. Mary's Ceme­
tery. 

Terrance, 58; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 18, 2026 at St. Re­
gis Church; burial in St. Lawrence 
Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Sanni Ann (Ha­
selton) Curtis,84;Mass of Christian 
Burial March 21, 2026 at St. Agnes 
Church. 

Malone- Marian Murtagh Leone, 
Cape Vincent - Loretta Yvonne 92; Memorial Mass June 12, 2026 
Johnson Martin, 90; Mass of Chris- at Notre Dame Church. 
tian Burial March 21 . 

Carthage - Joseph Frederick 
Brady, 90; Mass of Christian Buri­
al March 19, 2026 at St. James 
Church; burial in St. James Ceme­
tery. 

Chateaugay- Dale Patterson,82; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 27, 
2026 at St. Patrick's Church; burial 
in North Burke Cemetery. 

Dannemora - Richard David 
Harrica, 80; Mass of Christian 
Burial May 8, 2026 at St. Joseph's 
Church. 

Dannemora - Emily Rose (Mc­
Grath) Medeiros, 95; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 20, 2026 at 
St. Joseph's Church; burial in Inde­
pendence Cemetery. 

Massena - Gwen C. (Sheldon) 
Charter, 89; Private Services. 

Morrisonville - James W. Pro­
vost, 68; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 24, 2026 at St. Alexander's 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

North Bangor - Anna (Barney) 
Avery, 73; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 28, 2026 at St. Augustine's 
Church. 

North Bangor - David Philip 
Pickering, 70; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 21, 2026 at St. Au­
gustine's Church; burial in St. Au­
gustine's Cemetery. 

Old Forge - VincentdePaul T. 
Dolan, Jr. 86; Mass of Christian 
Burial March 20, 2026 at St. Bar­
tholomew's Church; burial in Riv­
erview Cemetery. help them see connections between early marriage Evans Mills - Marie (Call) 

and the suffering they already know - girls dying in Chisholm,89; Memorial Mass April 
childbirth, babies who do not survive, young cou- 19 2026 S M , Ch h b • Old Forge - John Desmond Na-
ples trapped in impossible poverty." , at t. arys urc ; un-

"This is JPIC work in action," Father John Singa- al in St. Mary's Cemetery. hor, Sr., 100; Mass of Christian 
rayar observes. "Justice means confronting struc- Burial March 21, 2026 at St. Bar-
tmes that crush human dignity. Peace means creat- Hogansburg - Delia T. (Lazore) tholomew's Church; burial in Riv-
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erview Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - John S. Mooney, 
78; Funeral Services March 17, 
2026 at Brown's Funeral Home. 

Port Henry - Phillip Charles 
"Skip" Sleeper Jr., 67; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 18, 2026 at 
St. Patrick's Church. 

Rossie-Angela L. (Besaw) Walsh, 
56; Memorial Mass March 26, 2026 
at St. Patrick's Church; burial Maple 
Grove Cemetery, Richville. 

Saranac Lake - Marie T. (Dash­
naw) Graham, 93; Funeral Services 
March 16, 2026 at Fortune-Ke­
ough Funeral Home. 

Saranac Lake - Carolyn (Bom­
bard) McCormick, 84; Mass of 
Christian Burial April 8, 2026 at 
St. Bernard's Church; burial in St. 
Paul's Cemetery, Bloomingdale. 

Watertown - Anne Marie (Bur­
gess) Nicol, 95; Funeral Services 
March 20, 2026 at Cummings Fu­
neral Home; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

Watertown - Eric Thomas 
Swartz, 59; Mass of Christian Buri­
al March 19, 2026 at Holy Family 
Church. 

Winthrop - Jerry W. Pelkey, 73; 
Funeral Services March 20, 2026 at 
Hammill Funeral Home. 

ing conditions where families do not have to choose - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . -
between survival and their children's welfare. And 1 
the integrity of creation includes protecting child- I ThcDioccscofOgdcnsburg s b ' t' C ' 
hood itself as sacred." 1 NORTH COUNTRY U scrip 10n ampa1gn 

The month-long campaign covered 18 hamlets, 1 C.ATHOLIC reaching over 100 families. Volunteers engaged el- 1 Please Check Appropriate Box(es): 
ders, spoke separately with young people and ad- 1 ____________ D New D Renew D Check Enclosed$ ____ _ 

dressed mothers who often hold quiet influence ' 
over family decisions. They explained that legal 1 

marriage ages are not arbitrary bureaucracy but ' 
safeguards built on medical evidence and human ' 
welfare. 

The response exceeded expectations. Several vil- ' 
lage elders pledged to discourage child marriages 1 

within their communities. Three families postponed ' 
weddings they had been planning. Young girls who 1 

had never been asked about their own futures be- ' 
gan voicing hopes to continue studying. 

Annual Subscription Cost/Level 
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D Outside of the Diocese, $30 
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Article from FIDES missionary news service 1 
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Celebrating 'Faith, Knoweldge, Service' 
Augustinian Academy marks 

Catholic Schools Week 
Sister Suanne Johnson, SSJ 
Principal, Augustinian Academy 

Augustinian Academy in Car­
thage recently celebrated Cath­
olic Schools Week with a theme 
of "Faith, Knowledge, Service." 
Principal Sister Suanne John­
son, a Sister of St. Joseph, of-

THE TOWER OF FAITH 

fered the following reflections: 
"Catholic Schools Week is a 

week where our community of 
teachers, students and parents 
come together to celebrate all 
that makes Augustinian Acad­
emy unique amongst schools. 

We celebrate together in a 
fun way and it is always a week 
that our students look forward 
to. 

We celebrate our Faith - the 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Watertown, sixth through eighth grade Religious Educa­
tion class recently reviewed class vocabulary words related to people and things that 
influence the growth of their faith as Christians by writing each on a wooden block 
to build a tower. Students included words such as faith, baptism, parents, teachers, 
priests, nuns and many more on their 48 blocks. The bottom blocks were reserved for 
their foundation like, baptism and parents. All other blocks with words they chose and 
added one by one until their tower was completed leaving the last few for confir-

knowledge that our Creator 
God loves us to the point of 
sending his only Son to save 
us and help us to live our best 
lives so that we can be with 
him in Heaven forever! 

It is also a time of Service for 
us. Our students learn that ser­
vice is about seeing God in the 
faces of our friends and fami­
ly. And it's about being Jesus' 
hands and feet here on earth 

as we try to help them whenev­
er we can. 

Projects such as canned food 
drives, working at the Lenten 
Luncheon or praying for the 
sick and needy at Mass bring 
the corporal and spiritual 
works to life. 

It also teaches our children 
from an early age to always try 
to put others ahead of them­
selves." 

mation and examples of how they would continue their growth as Christians. The 
students, led by catechist Jay St. Croix, then examined some of the blocks and removed 
individual ones for personal growth such as a teacher, relative or friend. The towers re­
mained solid. Students then removed the word faith which they all had and discussed 
all the other blocks that relate to faith. One by one faith related blocks were removed, 
and soon the towers collapsed. The students realized how important faith is and how 
one's life teeters without it. 




