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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Satisfyin our thirst 
When was the last 

time you had a drink ... 
edge or who thirst for 
just the right answer. 

of water that is? 
We drink water 
to satisfy our 
thirst, knowing 
full well that we 
will be thirsty 
again, sooner or 
later. Then, there 
are those who in 
some way are ad­

We can easi­
ly relate to the 
words of Jesus 
in today's Gos­
pel: "whoever 
drinks this wa­
ter (meaning 
the water in the 
well) will get 

Third Sunday of Lent 

READINGS 
Exodus 17:3-7 

Romans 5:1-2,5-8 
John 4:5-42 

Testament writers have 
said. Psalm 42: "As a 
deer longs for a stream 
of cool water, so I thirst 
for you, the living God." 
Isaiah: "Come, everyone 
who is thirsty ... come 
to me." Jeremiah com­
pares God to a spring of 

thirsty again, 
dicted to alcohol Msgr. Robert 
or drugs or sex H.Aucoin 

but whoever 
drinks the water 

or whatever else 
it might be. We 

that I will give 
him will never 

often speak about those 
who thirst for knowl-

be thirsty again." Listen 
to what some of the Old 

From his first appearance after his election in May 2025, 
Pope Leo XIV has call ed upon Catholics co live in peace 
and unity with one another within the Church and to 

share chis invitation to peace and unity with the whole world. 
Throughout history, Catholics have shared Christ's mission 
with the world by proclaiming the Gospel and performing 
works of mercy that bring comfort to the poor and vulnerable. 

For centuries, Catholics have joined in these works by 
supporting the Peter's Pence Collection, which helps co fund 
the Holy Father's mission to proclaim Christ's message in the 
world. Our gifts to the collection are "concrete signs of hope" 
that fulfi ll the two aims of Peter's Pence: " 1) To support the 
Holy Father's mission, which extends throughout the entire 
world, from the proclamation of the Gospel to the promotion 
of integral human development, education, peace, and 
brotherhood am ong peoples: thanks also to the many activities 
of service carried out by the dicasteries, bodies and organs of 
the Holy See that assist him every day; and 2) To support the 
numerous charitable works in aid of people and families in 
diffi culty, populations affl icted by natural disasters and wars, 
or who are in need of humanitarian assistance or support for 
development." 

For more information on Peter's Pence, please visit the 
Vatican's Peter's Pence website: 
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html (English) or 
www.obolodisanpietro. vales. html ( espaflol ). 

Support the Works of the 
Holy Father through the 

Peter's Pence 
Collection 

Bea sign of 

hope. 
"Together, as one people, as brothers and sisters, let 
us walk towards God and love one another."-Pope 
Leo XIV, Homily at Mass for the Beginning of the 
Pontificate of Pope Leo XIV, May 18, 2025 

How You Can Help 
PRAY 
Pray for the Holy Father, for those he serves in compas­
sion, and for the ongoing activities of the Holy See, all 
of which benefit from the Peter's Pence Collection. 

SHARE 
Share this bulletin insert with anyone who might 
be interested. 

GIVE 
Give generously to this collection as a sign of hope to 

those who suffer around the globe and as a demonstra­
tion of your support for the ongoing work of the Holy 
See. By doing so, you help build up the Church so that 
it can pro\'ide hope and minister to all for generations 

Special Collection to be held with Catholic Relief Services March 14 & 15 

Combined Collection 

fresh water. The great 
Father of the Church, St. 
Augustine, added: "Our 
hearts are made for God, 
and they will not rest, 
until they rest in God." 
A more modern author 
has said: "Our hearts 
have a God-shaped hole 
in them, that only God 
can fill." 

Our great tragedy is 
that we have tried to fill 
that thirst with so many 
replacements. Unfor­
tunately, so many peo­
ple, including ourselves 
on occasion, are trying 
to fill that God-shaped 
hole in our hearts with 
something other than 
God. 

When a baby starts 
crying, we often try to 
distract the baby with a 
gadget or toy to amuse 
the child to assist him 
to stop crying. We some­
times treat our spiritual 
thirst in the same way. 
We try to satisfy that 
thirst with distractions. 

Trying to satisfy a 
spiritual thirst with ma­
terial things is like try­
ing to satisfy thirst with 
salt water. The more we 
drink, the thirstier we 
get. 

We have all heard 
stories about success­
ful people never satis­
fied, always looking for 
more. Often those suc­
cesses were not in the 
spiritual realm but were 
rather material success­
es. In the human heart 
there is a restlessness 

that no success can sat­
isfy; there is a void that 
no material object can 
fill. 

Jesus makes is emi­
nently clear in today's 
Gospel that only he can 
satisfy the thirst in our 
hearts. In speaking to 
the Samaritan wom­
an, he says: "Whoever 
drinks the water that I 
will give will never be 
thirsty again." 

I know that this 
sounds so simple... It 
is simple but so very 
profound. Looking for 
happiness and success 
is very natural. The dan­
ger comes in when we 
replace true spiritual 
satisfaction with mate­
rial satisfactions, when 
we take temporary plea­
sure to replace perma­
nent pleasure. 

This search for plea­
sure in life is not bad 
in itself. The search be­
comes bad when these 
momentary pleasures 
take the place of the liv­
ing water, take the place 
of Christ. 

This little prayer ex­
presses today's teach­
ing and our response: 
"Lord Jesus, you are 
the life-giving water for 
which we thirst. You are 
the happiness and suc­
cess for which we strive. 
You are the peace and 
joy for which we search. 
Lord Jesus, our hearts 
were made for you, and 
they will not rest until 
they rest in you." 
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tlJ?MONASTERY CARD SHOP~ S 
Cards for A(( Occasions 

:Mass 'Enroffments f or your {iv ing & ieceased fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 AN[ - 5 PM 
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400 PRATT ST.) WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciousbloocL org 
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Program for the 
practice of charity 

Fasting and other forms of penance Catholics 
practice during Lent are not self-imposed depriva­
tions for the sake of self-satisfaction, but arise from 
gratitude for the gift of true peace and authentic 
happiness. With this spirit, the parish of Lucheng, 
in the Diocese of Wenzhou (Zhejiang Province), 
continues its Lenten journey, which began with the 
celebrations of Ash Wednesday on February 18. 

Prayer, fasting, abstaining from meat, penitential 
prayers and vows, and above all, works of chari­
ty characterize the six weeks of Lent, during which 
the faithful follow in the footsteps of Jesus, who 
endured suffering and death to reach Resurrection. 
The focus of this time is St. Paul's Cathedral and 
other churches, chapels, and prayer rooms. The 
parish has developed a program to support all the 
faithful in observing the Lenten practices-both 
individually and communally-and to use them 
as opportunities for inner transformation through 
charity. 

By following the "Program for the Practice of 
Charity," which was distributed to parishioners in 
advance on the previous Sunday, each member of 
the Catholic community can be gradually guided on 
a path of charity and sharing through acts of kind­
ness and acts of charity, leading up to Easter Eve. 

The theme of the first week is "Awakening Love 
for God;" the second week focuses on "Practicing 
Self-Love;" the third week invites us to "Live Love 
for Our Families;" the fourth week broadens our 
horizons and encourages us to "Practice Love for 
others;" the fifth week is dedicated to "Renewal;" 
and the sixth and final week invites us, in the spirit 
of Jesus, to "Walk with Him" toward the mystery of 
the Resurrection. 

The "Program for the Practice of Charity" aims 
to offer believers concrete and practical spiritual 
guidance, helping them to live and bear witness 
to their faith in everyday life during Lent, which 
prepares them for the coming of the risen Christ. 
During the solemn celebration of Ash Wednesday, 
participants received the ashes - a sign reminding 
each individual that they are a creature accepted, 
desired, and embraced by the love of God the Fa­
ther, and called to move toward the peace and joy 
that Christ brings at Easter. 

By Daniel Payne 
EWTN News 

The Diocese of Syracuse, New York, 
will exit bankruptcy proceedings after 
the final approval of a massive nine-fig­
ure abuse settlement, the diocese said 
this week. 

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Wendy Kin­
sella gave the green light for the $176 
million settlement, the diocese said in 
a press release on Feb. 25, marking the 
"official conclusion" of the diocese's 
effort to provide "reparation and com­
pensation to survivors of sexual abuse." 

The diocese had announced the terms 
of the settlement in August 2025, with 
Bishop Douglas Lucia revealing that 
the diocese itself would contribute $50 
million of the settlement, while parish­
es and "other Catholic entities" would 
contribute an additional $50 million. 

The remainder will come from dioc­
esan insurance providers, the diocese 
said. 

"I again offer my most heartfelt apol­
ogy to those who have suffered such 

OBITUARIES 

harm and for any past neglect in ad­
dressing it," Lucia said on Feb. 25. 

The news comes amid a wave of re­
cent abuse settlements in the North­
east. 

The Archdiocese of New York an­
nounced in December 2025 that it 
would pursue a $300 million payout as 
part of a "global settlement" with vic­
tims. 

Then-archbishop Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan said at the time that the archdi­
ocese would partly fund the settlement 
by the sale of "significant real estate 
assets." 

In February, meanwhile, the Diocese 
of Brooklyn said it would pursue a set­
tlement with more than 1,000 alleged 
victims of Church abuse. Both Brooklyn 
and New York said they would use re­
tired Judge Daniel Buckley as a media­
tor. 

Also in February, the Diocese of Cam­
den, New Jersey, said it would fund a 
$180 million settlement for abuse vic­
tims, an amount that more than dou­
bled an earlier proposal by the diocese. 

Edwards - Natalie (Dean) Hart, (Dauphinais) Gadway, 82; Mass of burial in Independence Cemetery, 
61; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. Christian Burial Feb. 25, 2026 at St. Saranac. 
28, 2026 at Sacred Heart Church. Ann's Church. 

Ellenburg - David E. LaBombard, 
77; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.21, 
2026 at St. Edmund's Church; buri­
al in parish cemetery. 

Evans Mills - Mary Jane (Dewey) 
Bertrand, 94; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 18, 2026 at St. Mary's 
Church; burial in Omar Cemetery. 

Evans Mills - Veronica (West) 
Petranchuk, 94; Mass of Christian 
Burial in the spring. 

Hogansburg - Wayne T. Stehlin, 
72; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 
25, 2026 at St. Regis Church. 

Massena- Clarence"Fred"Brush, 
70; Service to be held in the spring. 

Malone - Gladys M. Trombly, 71; 
Funeral Services Feb. 23, 2026 at 
Frary Funeral Home. 

Mooers Forks - Carol A. (Rabide­
au) Watts, 81; Mass of Christian 
Burial Feb. 28, 2026 at St. Ann's 
Church; burial in Town of Ellenburg 
Mausoleum. 

Morrisonville - Robert Wayne 
Butler, 80; Mass of Christian Buri­
al Feb. 28, 2026 at St. Alexander's 
Church. 

Morrisonville Geri-Lynn 
(Brewer) Martinez, 67; Mass of 
Christian Burial Feb. 27, 2026 at 
St.Alexander's Church; burial in St. 
Alexander's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Donna L. (Rup­
pert) Bowden,86; Funeral Services 
Feb. 27, 2026 at the Fox & Murray 
Funeral Home; burial in Campbell/ 
Flackville Cemetery. 

Potsdam - Genevieve Rose (Hen­
ry) Hafer, 95; Funeral Services Feb. 
24, 2026 at Garner Funeral Service; 
burial in St.Mary's Cemetery. 

Sackets Harbor - Grover H. 
Brenon Jr., 93; Mass of Christian 
Burial Feb.25,2026at St.Andrew's 
Church; burial in Glenwood Ceme­
tery, Watertown. 

Sackets Harbor-MarkJ.Phillips, 
78; Mass of Christian Burial March 
2, 2026 at St. Andrew's Church; 
burial in Lakeside Cemetery. 

Watertown - Beverly J. Dalton, 
82; Private Services; burial in Glen­
wood Mausoleum. 

Watertown - Timothy E. Kelly, 
85; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 
28, 2026 at Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart; burial in St. Mary's Ceme­
tery, Ogdensburg. 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. Mooers 

Plattsburgh - Leeward G. Ash­
line, Funeral Services Feb.27, 2026 

Forks - Florence at the R.W. Walker Funeral Home; 
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Contact lawmakers on behalf of Catholic schools 
The New York State 

Catholic Conference is 
urging Catholics across 
the state to urge Gov. 
Kathy Hochul and state 
representatives to act 
on behalf of Catholic 
schools on two separate 
matters. 

and other nonpublic 
schools for the full cost 
of complying with ad­
ministrative mandates 
such as collecting and 
reporting student data 
on attendance, tests, and 
immunization records. 

add your voice to help 
secure these needed 
funds for our Catholic 
schools! 

For help contacting the 
governor and/or your 
representatives on this 
matter, visit https:/ / 
www.nyscatholic.org/ac­
tion-center. OVERDUE REIMBURSE­

MENTS 
According to the Cath­

olic Action Network, the 
political action center for 
the state Catholic Con­
ference, for more than 
50 years, state lawmak­
ers have been required 
to reimburse Catholic 

The state, however, 
owes more than $30 
million in overdue re­
imbursement to our 
schools, including more 
than $11 million for 
complying with the 
state's student immuni­
zation program (SSIP). 
As lawmakers negotiate 
a state budget, please 

SCHOOL TUITION AS­
SISTANCE 

The network urges 
Catholics to urge Gov. 
Hochul to opt into a fed­
eral program that would 
provide tuition assis­
tance for students in 
Catholic schools. 

round noon on April 25, 2015, a powerful 7.8 magnirude 

earthquake struck Nepal. Strong aftershocks continued for 

d.i.ys afterward. Not only did about 9,000 people lose their 

lives, but 23,000 others were injured, and more than 750,000 homes 

were destroyed or damaged. Families displaced by the disaster suftered 

the loss of loved ones and homes. They also confronted the poverty 
oflost livelihoods. 

A grandmother named KunMaya not only lost her home but also 

suffered the loss of her son. For more than eight years following the 

earthquake, she and her husband lived in a temporary wooden shelter 

that offered little protection against weather. Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS), worki ng with local partners, assisted KunMaya and more 

than 6,200 other families affected by the earthquake through the 

Resilient Communities through Vulnerable Earthquake Recovery 

(ReCoVER) project. "Iflrough this program, CRS-trained masons 

built an earthquake-resilient home for KunMaya and her husband. 

At the same time, ReCoVER offered KunMaya training in raising 

poultry and managing financial savings- training that helped her 

establish a growing poultry business that has allowed her co sustain 

her fam ily while also saving and building fo r the future. 

CRS relies on the support it receives through The Catholic Relief 

Services Collection to reveal Christ's love co victims of wars and 

natural disasters throughout the world. CRS carries out this work in 

ways that address immediate needs and provide long-term solutions 

to help build a stable, hopeful future. 

The 
Catholic 
Relief 
Services 
Collection 
2024 

FundcdOrganiu tion 
■ Catholic Relief Services 
■ USCCB Migr:uion & Refugee Services 
■ CLINIC{Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.) 

USCCB Cultural Di,·crsity in lhc Church• 
■ USCCBJusti cc andPt:acet 

Holyfathcr's Relicf!'und 

Administntion 
■ Promotion & Education Costs 
■ AdminimativcExpcnscs 

Your donations help our brothers and sisters through grants 
to these agencies: 

In the United States 

Reveal Christ's love by welcoming suffering refugees .. 
through the USCCB Migration and Refugee Services (MRS). 

Reveal Christ's love through legal aid to struggling 
immigrants ... through the Catholic legal Immigration 
Network, Inc. (CLINIC). 

Reveal Christ's love in ministry to people on the margins 
.. . through the pastoral work of the USCCB Secretariat of 
Cultural Diversity in the Church. 

And Around the World 

Reveal Christ's love to hungry mothers and children in Nepal 
and elsewhere .. . through the humanitarian work of Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS), the official overseas relief agency of 
the bishops of t he United States. 

Reveal Christ's love by working for peace .. through the 
public policy and education and communication work of the 
USCCB Secretariat of Justice and Peace. 

Reveal Christ's love to the victims of natural disaster .. 

through the Holy Father's Relief Fund. 

Help wi1h ~•l onli rc don~tion 

Grant Amount Percentage 
$7,939,217 57.62% 
Sl,332, 127 13.30% 
$1,221 ,4 18 8.86% 
$1 ,221,418 8.86% 
$755,629 5.48% 
$500,000 3.63% 

$291.423 2.12% 
$17, 185 0.12% 

• Th, USCCI\ So«..~•fi>t d Cu ltural D,wnity in oh< a,.,..,h ind .Jo, l'a,torol Car,,d M._-,,.ni,. R4-... and T ... wlm ($8S1.992) .,,J A,i.,n ~nd l'ocific h lw.11\ll,,i,s ($366.416). 

fTh,USCC8&-.:M arL1tof )u>1keand Pruce in,dude; ln1emat ion.; J..,,k~•ndP=(S671 ,427)and'-'N<ationandrommun ,COtion acti,·i ti.,(SSi,102). 

• • United States The Catholic Rel ief Services Collect ion 

~ ., ~~;;;~~i: n~~s~~ps io~~4~~~~•t~~ ~ ~~~~;'.;'4~ :1~!:~~~,t ~;~~~;:,~:~~;,~;: :;sDC 20017, l 194 

~• ~ 2<Jl~ Uo;«d S.><<> (',o,,fm<>« ofC>1!,ol;, ll;>hop>. W,,,,..i;,on. DC. All r;gh<> 1<><rv<J. Pho«>,, Nr;pt,.J,. Kh.mVCR5. 
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According to the Cath­
olic Action Network, 
Starting in 2027, the new 
Federal Scholarship Tax 
Credit will let taxpayers 
redirect up to $1,700 
of their federal income 
taxes to nonprofit schol­
arship organizations 
that provide tuition as­
sistance for students in 
Catholic schools. 

For example, a taxpay­
er owing $10,000 could 
direct $1,700 to scholar­
ships instead of sending 
it to the federal govern­
ment-directly helping 
families afford a Catho-

lie education, and even 
additional services at 
public schools. 

But New York families 
will miss out unless the 
governor opts in. Gov­
ernor Hochul's partici­
pation would bring new 
scholarship dollars to 
Catholic schools, easing 
financial pressure on 
families and expanding 
access to faith-based ed­
ucation. 

For assistance send­
ing a letter to the gov­
ernor, visit https:/ / 
www.nyscatholic.org/ 
action-center. 

Bishops end lawsuit 
over refugee funds 
EWTN News 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
recovered money that it says the U.S. Department 
of State owed the conference for refugee resettle­
ment and voluntarily ended its lawsuit against the 
department. 

According to court records, Judge Trevor N. Mc­
Fadden dismissed the lawsuit on Jan. 23, one day 
after the bishops requested the federal District 
Court for the District of Columbia to dismiss it. 

"The government has reimbursed the USCCB for 
all services and costs associated with the programs, 
and the conference has no remaining monetary loss­
es related to the activities at issue in the lawsuit," 
USCCB spokesperson Chieko Noguchi told EWTN 
News, without stating the exact dollar amount paid. 

President Donald Trump's administration froze 
State Department payments for refugee reset­
tlement services in January 2025. The following 
month, the State Department sent "notice of ter­
mination" letters, which instructed the USCCB, its 
affiliates, and other organizations participating in 
the programs to halt all work. 

The bishops then sued the State Department, 
asking the court to force the department to honor 
those contracts. 

At the time, the USCCB had contracts worth about 
$65 million. The bishops said in April that the gov­
ernment still owed them more than $24 million for 
work that was already finished. In July, the USC­
CB asked the court to pause the lawsuit after both 
parties reached an agreement on winding down the 
refugee resettlement work. 

The contracts were never reinstated. 
The lawsuit was dismissed without prejudice, 

which means the bishops could try to bring anoth­
er case against the State Department if they wanted 
to do so. 




