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Program for the
practice of charity

Fasting and other forms of penance Catholics
practice during Lent are not self-imposed depriva-
tions for the sake of self-satisfaction, but arise from
gratitude for the gift of true peace and authentic
happiness. With this spirit, the parish of Lucheng,
in the Diocese of Wenzhou (Zhejiang Province),
continues its Lenten journey, which began with the
celebrations of Ash Wednesday on February 18.

Prayer, fasting, abstaining from meat, penitential
prayers and vows, and above all, works of chari-
ty characterize the six weeks of Lent, during which
the faithful follow in the footsteps of Jesus, who
endured suffering and death to reach Resurrection.
The focus of this time is St. Paul’s Cathedral and
other churches, chapels, and prayer rooms. The
parish has developed a program to support all the
faithful in observing the Lenten practices—both
individually and communally—and to use them
as opportunities for inner transformation through
charity.

By following the “Program for the Practice of
Charity,” which was distributed to parishioners in
advance on the previous Sunday, each member of
the Catholic community can be gradually guided on
a path of charity and sharing through acts of kind-
ness and acts of charity, leading up to Easter Eve.

The theme of the first week is “Awakening Love
for God;” the second week focuses on “Practicing
Self-Love;” the third week invites us to “Live Love
for Our Families;” the fourth week broadens our
horizons and encourages us to “Practice Love for
others;” the fifth week is dedicated to “Renewal;”
and the sixth and final week invites us, in the spirit
of Jesus, to “Walk with Him” toward the mystery of
the Resurrection.

The “Program for the Practice of Charity” aims
to offer believers concrete and practical spiritual
guidance, helping them to live and bear witness
to their faith in everyday life during Lent, which
prepares them for the coming of the risen Christ.
During the solemn celebration of Ash Wednesday,
participants received the ashes - a sign reminding
each individual that they are a creature accepted,
desired, and embraced by the love of God the Fa-
ther, and called to move toward the peace and joy
that Christ brings at Easter.

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies.

Syracuse exits Chapter 11

By Daniel Payne
EWTN News

The Diocese of Syracuse, New York,
will exit bankruptcy proceedings after
the final approval of a massive nine-fig-
ure abuse settlement, the diocese said
this week.

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Wendy Kin-
sella gave the green light for the $176
million settlement, the diocese said in
a press release on Feb. 25, marking the
“official conclusion” of the diocese’s
effort to provide “reparation and com-
pensation to survivors of sexual abuse.”

The diocese had announced the terms
of the settlement in August 2025, with
Bishop Douglas Lucia revealing that
the diocese itself would contribute $50
million of the settlement, while parish-
es and “other Catholic entities” would
contribute an additional $50 million.

The remainder will come from dioc-
esan insurance providers, the diocese
said.

“I again offer my most heartfelt apol-
ogy to those who have suffered such
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harm and for any past neglect in ad-
dressing it,” Lucia said on Feb. 25.

The news comes amid a wave of re-
cent abuse settlements in the North-
east.

The Archdiocese of New York an-
nounced in December 2025 that it
would pursue a $300 million payout as
part of a “global settlement” with vic-
tims.

Then-archbishop Cardinal Timothy
Dolan said at the time that the archdi-
ocese would partly fund the settlement
by the sale of “significant real estate
assets.”

In February, meanwhile, the Diocese
of Brooklyn said it would pursue a set-
tlement with more than 1,000 alleged
victims of Church abuse. Both Brooklyn
and New York said they would use re-
tired Judge Daniel Buckley as a media-
tor.

Also in February, the Diocese of Cam-
den, New Jersey, said it would fund a
$180 million settlement for abuse vic-
tims, an amount that more than dou-
bled an earlier proposal by the diocese.

Edwards - Natalie (Dean) Hart,
61; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
28,2026 at Sacred Heart Church.

Ellenburg — David E. LaBombard,
77; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.21,
2026 at St.Edmund’s Church; buri-
alin parish cemetery.

Evans Mills — Mary Jane (Dewey)
Bertrand, 94; Mass of Christian
Burial April 18,2026 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Omar Cemetery.

Evans Mills — Veronica (West)
Petranchuk, 94; Mass of Christian
Burial in the spring.

Hogansburg — Wayne T. Stehlin,
72; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
25,2026 at St.Regis Church.

Massena — Clarence “Fred” Brush,
70; Service to be held in the spring.

Malone - Gladys M. Trombly, 71;
Funeral Services Feb. 23, 2026 at
Frary Funeral Home.

Mooers Forks - Florence

(Dauphinais) Gadway, 82; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb. 25,2026 at St.
Ann'’s Church.

Mooers Forks — Carol A. (Rabide-
au) Watts, 81; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 28, 2026 at St. Ann's
Church; burialinTown of Ellenburg
Mausoleum.

Morrisonville — Robert Wayne
Butler, 80; Mass of Christian Buri-
al Feb. 28, 2026 at St. Alexander's
Church.

Morrisonville - Geri-Lynn
(Brewer) Martinez, 67; Mass of
Christian Burial Feb. 27, 2026 at
St.Alexander’s Church; burial in St.
Alexander’s Cemetery.

Ogdensburg — Donna L. (Rup-
pert) Bowden, 86; Funeral Services
Feb. 27,2026 at the Fox & Murray
Funeral Home; burial in Campbell/
Flackville Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Leeward G. Ash-
line, Funeral Services Feb. 27,2026
at the R.W. Walker Funeral Home;

burial in Independence Cemetery,
Saranac.

Potsdam — Genevieve Rose (Hen-
ry) Hafer, 95; Funeral Services Feb.
24,2026 at Garner Funeral Service;
burial in St.Mary’s Cemetery.

Sackets Harbor — Grover H.
Brenon Jr,, 93; Mass of Christian
Burial Feb. 25,2026 at St.Andrew’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Ceme-
tery, Watertown.

Sackets Harbor — Mark J.Phillips,
78; Mass of Christian Burial March
2, 2026 at St. Andrew’s Church;
burial in Lakeside Cemetery.

Watertown — Beverly J. Dalton,
82; Private Services; burial in Glen-
wood Mausoleum.

Watertown — Timothy E. Kelly,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Feb.
28,2026 at Qur Lady of the Sacred
Heart; burial in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery, Ogdensburg.
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Contact lawmakers on behalf of Catholic schools

The New York State
Catholic Conference is
urging Catholics across
the state to urge Gov.
Kathy Hochul and state
representatives to act
on behalf of Catholic
schools on two separate
matters.

OVERDUE REIMBURSE-
MENTS

According to the Cath-
olic Action Network, the
political action center for
the state Catholic Con-
ference, for more than
50 years, state lawmak-
ers have been required
to reimburse Catholic

and other nonpublic
schools for the full cost
of complying with ad-
ministrative mandates
such as collecting and
reporting student data
on attendance, tests, and
immunization records.
The state, however,
owes more than $30
million in overdue re-
imbursement to our
schools, including more
than $11 million for
complying with the
state’s student immuni-
zation program (SSIP).
As lawmakers negotiate
a state budget, please

add your voice to help
secure these needed
funds for our Catholic
schools!

For help contacting the
governor and/or your
representatives on this
matter, visit https://
www.nyscatholic.org/ac-
tion-center.

SCHOOL TUITION AS-
SISTANCE

The network urges
Catholics to urge Gov.
Hochul to opt into a fed-
eral program that would
provide tuition assis-
tance for students in
Catholic schools.

According to the Cath-
olic Action Network,
Starting in 2027, the new
Federal Scholarship Tax
Credit will let taxpayers
redirect up to $1,700
of their federal income
taxes to nonprofit schol-
arship organizations
that provide tuition as-
sistance for students in
Catholic schools.

For example, a taxpay-
er owing $10,000 could
direct $1,700 to scholar-
ships instead of sending
it to the federal govern-
ment—directly helping
families afford a Catho-

lic education, and even
additional services at
public schools.

But New York families
will miss out unless the
governor opts in. Gov-
ernor Hochul’s partici-
pation would bring new
scholarship dollars to
Catholic schools, easing
financial pressure on
families and expanding
access to faith-based ed-
ucation.

For assistance send-
ing a letter to the gov-
ernor, visit https://
www.nyscatholic.org/
action-center.
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round noon on April 25, 2015, a powerful 7.8 magnitude

carthquake struck Nepal. Strong aftershocks continued for

days afterward. Not only did about 9,000 people lose their
lives, but 23,000 others were injured, and more than 750,000 homes
were destroyed or damaged. Families displaced by the disaster suffered
the loss of loved ones and homes. They also confronted the poverty
of lost livelihoods.

A grandmother named KunMaya not only lost her home but also
suffered the loss of her son. For more than cight years following the
earthquake, she and her husband lived in a temporary wooden shelter
that offered little protection against weather. Catholic Relief Services
(CRS), working with local partners, assisted KunMaya and more
than 6,200 other families affected by the earthquake through the
Resilient Communities through Vulnerable Earthquake Recovery
(ReCoVER) project. Through this program, CRS-trained masons
built an earthquake-resilient home for KunMaya and her husband.
At the same time, ReCoVER offered KunMaya training in raising
poultry and managing financial savings—training that helped her
establish a growing poultry business that has allowed her to sustain
her family while also saving and building for the future.

CRS relies on the support it receives through The Catholic Relief
Services Collection to reveal Christ’s love to victims of wars and
natural disasters throughout the world. CRS carries out this work in
ways that address immediate needs and provide long-term solutions
to help build a stable, hopeful future.

Funded Organization
1 Catholic Relief Services

The B USCCB Migration & Refugee Services
Catholic W CLINIC (Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.)
Relief USCCB Cultural Diversity in the Church®
2 B USCCB Justice and Peacet
Services Holy Father's Relief Fund
Collection

Administration
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W Administrative Expenses

* The USCCB Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Chu

+ The USCX I

Your donations help our brothers and sisters through grants
to these agencies:

In the United States

Reveal Christ’s love by welcoming suffering refugees . . .
through the USCCB Migration and Refugee Services (MRS).

Reveal Christ’s love through legal aid to struggling
immigrants . . . through the Catholic Legal Immigration
Network, Inc. (CLINIC).

Reveal Christ’s love in ministry to people on the margins

... through the pastoral work of the USCCB Secretariat of
Cultural Diversity in the Church.

And Around the World

Reveal Christ’s love to hungry mothers and children in Nepal
and elsewhere . . . through the humanitarian work of Catholic
Relief Services (CRS), the official overseas relief agency of
the bishops of the United States.

Reveal Christ’s love by working for peace . . . through the
public policy and education and communication work of the
USCCB Secretariat of Justice and Peace.

Reveal Christ’s love to the victims of natural disaster . ..
through the Holy Father’s Relief Fund.

Help with an online donation

Grant Amount  Percentage

$7,939,217 57.62%
$1,832,127 13.30%
$1,221,418 8.86%
$1,221418 8.86%
$755,629 5.48%
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$17,185 0.12%
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Bishops end lawsuit
over refugee funds

EWTN News

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
recovered money that it says the U.S. Department
of State owed the conference for refugee resettle-
ment and voluntarily ended its lawsuit against the
department.

According to court records, Judge Trevor N. Mc-
Fadden dismissed the lawsuit on Jan. 23, one day
after the bishops requested the federal District
Court for the District of Columbia to dismiss it.

“The government has reimbursed the USCCB for
all services and costs associated with the programs,
and the conference has no remaining monetary loss-
es related to the activities at issue in the lawsuit,”
USCCB spokesperson Chieko Noguchi told EWTN
News, without stating the exact dollar amount paid.

President Donald Trump’s administration froze
State Department payments for refugee reset-
tlement services in January 2025. The following
month, the State Department sent “notice of ter-
mination” letters, which instructed the USCCB, its
affiliates, and other organizations participating in
the programs to halt all work.

The bishops then sued the State Department,
asking the court to force the department to honor
those contracts.

At the time, the USCCB had contracts worth about
$65 million. The bishops said in April that the gov-
ernment still owed them more than $24 million for
work that was already finished. In July, the USC-
CB asked the court to pause the lawsuit after both
parties reached an agreement on winding down the
refugee resettlement work.

The contracts were never reinstated.

The lawsuit was dismissed without prejudice,
which means the bishops could try to bring anoth-
er case against the State Department if they wanted
to do so.





